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jjntSX      ,  An  ESSAY  oath* ';,^;;7    " 

S^^V^LIFE   of  PLINY, 

tnaLETTEfe  to 

CHARLES, Lord  BOYLE. 


My  Dear  Charles* 

^  Y  Idfure  can  never  be  better  employed, 
1  than  towards  your  improvement ;  nor 
'  is  it  more  my  duty,  than  inclination, 
I  to  point  out  to  you  every  ancient  and 
f  modern  example  of  untainted  virtue, 
and  inviolated  goodnefs.  The  author, 
•who  is  now  placed  before  you  in  our  own  language, 
is  a  moft  fingular  inftance  of  that  primitive  Hmpli- 
city)  that  int^rity  of  manners,  and  that  fweetnels 
of  difpoTition,  which  muft  render  a  man  amiable 
to  his  cotempormes,  and  honoured,  and  admired  by 
Vot.  I.  A  aU 
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all  pofterity.     He  palled  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in 
fanguiilwyrj.fufpicicAis,  uiilccti«l  times  *,  andheaRer* 
ward^ijSik^  en^loyments  of  liie  highefl  dignity  and 
power' :    The  latter  Htuation  was  ;"no  k6  dkingeroua 
than  the  former.     It  was  open  to  all  the  blafta  of 'en- 
vy,,  rancour,  and  revenge  ;  yet  by  the  uprightnefs  of 
his  lieajt,  the  excellence  of- mS  genius,  and  the  exa£t- 
Delsof  Ws  prudence,  joinfrf  tod»f  proper  humility, 
which  is  nathcr  bai"ely'fervilc;;nor,fc<7rtly  amlMtjous, 
he  rode  thrqugh  the  ftorm  iirMjeadfitnumph,  boldly, 
'  profperoufty,   and  unhurt.     Ifis/Hiofttiireatning  hi- 
zaids  proceeded  from  his  ftriSfriepdOiip,  and  firm 
^aftefiions  to  all  thofe,  whom  he  honoured  with  his 
«ltociji>  or.  admitted:  to  his  bof<»n.    The  fincciity  of 
bi^qftture;i^adeihu  adions  ever  accompanr  his  pro- 
Vti^^i[.^H<:Vfist;ruetohisprofel!io|t^,  ind  perdnaci- 
oii^iti  ViS  g6od*'tiJEces  ;  never  to  "Bcalirmed  by  peril- 
ous difficulties,  never  to  be  wearied  by  labour,  or 
oppofition. '  foUow.hini  here,   my  dear  Charles, 
with  jfo-exiwS  *  p«ic,  as  not  t6  let  him  go'orie  tlep 
beyond  you  ;    be  nicely  cautious,  and  confiderately 
fcrupulous  in  tha  efcftion  of  thofe  you  love  ;   but, 
when  you  have  made  the  choice, ,  in  which  l-pra)i;^ 
Go4  t^  t^rCft  r9ur  judgci^ient^  liJtep:  &tn  to  it*  itf 
oppolition  to  all  powers,  party,  fafhion,  or  temptation. 
Plinv  is  not  without  his  blemilhes.     The  critics 
determine  his  ftile  in  general  Eo  be  too  condle,  and 
have  difcovered  in  him  great  marks  of  Taoity,  and  af- 
fei^atlori.. '  There  is,  1  confels,  fonie  fpundaticMi'for 
fuch  cenfures  ;.  his  metaphors  indeed  frequently  iranC 
uniformitv,  and  are  fometimes  ioconfillenCt     But  hi$ 
beauties,  both  la  literature,  and  medals,  6ff  outwdgb 
all  his  defeats. 
The  Chirac-     He  .was  one  of  the  beil,  and  one  of  the  greateft 
S'°'j       men,  that  any  age  has  produced  ■,    iecond  to  none  in 
virtue,  equal  to  mo{l  in  accomplilhments  ;  of  higli 
birth. by  liis  anceftor^  but  much  more  ennobled  by. 
hlmfelf.    In  the  various  liatiqns  of  pciv.ate  life,   he 
difchafged 


difcharged  every  duty  with  piety,  and  exadlnefs  j  he 
was  an  afiedionate,  endearing  hufband^  an  unidter*' 
able,  and  a  couragious  friend  ;  to  his  fervants^  a  ten^ 
der  adid  careful  mafter ;  to  his  aifociates^  an  eafy^' 
and  often  a  facetious  companion  !  grave  without  it^ 
verity,  witty  without  ill  nature,  open  without  impru- 
dence ;  he  was,  my  Charles,  what  I  wifli  you  may 
be,  a  fplendid  original,  whom  few  can  copy ;  but 
y^baai  all  ought  to  imitate.  And  if,  on  die  other 
handf  We  ex^nine  hini  in  his  public  chara6ber,  as  a 
flatefman^  and  as  Gr&  miniiler  to  Tra jAtfy  he  will 
be  acknowledged  one  of  thofe  rare  fpiritsi  who  fecm 
allotted  by  heaven^  as  bleffings  ufMDn  earth.  The 
due  courte,  and  impartial  admi^iftration  of  the  law^ 
the  glory  of  the  commonwealth,  the  intercft,  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  emperor,  were  the  moving  fprirtgs  to  all 
his  a<^ons,  and  the  ible  end  of  his  mod  fecret  <k' 
fiens  :  his  views  neither  centered  in  himfelf^  nor  in 
his  own  family  ;  they  were  dilated  univerfally,  and 
took  in  the  whole.  He  was  equally  the  fisuthful  ier'* 
vant  of  the  empire,  of  the  people,  and  of  die  prince^ 
He  was  indefatigable  in  bunnels,  and  immoveable  in 
patriotifm  :  threats  could  not  alarm  him  ;  bribes 
could  not  allure  him.  Thus,  above  fear,  and  abovei. 
ten^pitaition,  he  became  a  (hield  to  his  fellow  citizens^ 
an  ornament  to  the  republic,  and  a  fupport  to  the 
emperor.  He  was  an  elegant  fcholar,  an  excellent 
|)hiloibpher,  and  a  powerful  orator,  the  patron  and 
aample  of  thole  arts  and  fcienccs,  which  he  culti- 
vated and  admired.  His  abilities  were  only  to  be  ex- 
ceeded by  his  candour,  and  integrity  j  fo  that,  among  \  "  \ 
the  moft  celebrated  names  of  antiquity,  fcarce  any  -. 

character  will  be  found  adequate  to  Pliny.  He  was 
-not  abfolutely  void  of  rcfentment,  whfch  perhaps  he 
has  carried  too  far  in  the  cafe  of  Marcus  Aquilius 
Regulus,  for  whofe  misfortune,  in  the  death  of  an* 
only  fon,  he  leems  to  have  lefs  jMty,  than  he  difcovers 
upon  any  other  occafion.  -. 
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'  Th^  many  fortunate  circumftances,  which  attend-* 
cd  Pliny  from  his  birth,  and  were  interfperfed  in  his 
titUe  men.  life,   are  worth  your  obfervation.     The  exaft  time 
pTjfy's    when  his  father  died,  is  not,  as  I  remember,  men- 
father,       tioned  by  any  hiftorian  ;    nor  is  any  character  given 
of  him,  except  that  he  was  the  immediate  anceftor 
of  fo  illuftrious  a  fon,  who  was  born,  as  you  will  find, 
*     by  feveral  of  his  epiftles,  at  Comum  ;  and  was  placed 
very  early  under  the  tuition  of  his  mother's  brother, 
Flint  the  natural  hiftorian.     His  uncle  was  deftroy- 
cd  by  too  curious,  and  too  imprudent  an  approach 
to  Vefuvim  •.    The  nephew  was  left  behind  at  Mifen 
nunij  referved,  as  it  were,  by  providence,  for  pur- 
Tljv^  wwpofes  of  future  benefit  to  mankind.     He  was  eighteen 

**^*^*"rd     y^^^^  ^^^  when  his  uncle  died  ^     But  we  muft  not 
when  his    omit  a  furptifing  inftance  of  his  maturity  in  learn- 
irncic  died,  ^g^  which  appeared  at  an  aera,  when  in  other  youths 
fcarce  the  dawning  of  knowledge  is  perceptible.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  had  made  fo  happy  a  progrefs, 
and  was  fo  perfeft  a  mafter  of  the  Greek  tongue,  that 
he  compofed  a  tragedy  in  that  language.     He  thus 
modeftly  mentions  it  in  ane  of  his  letters.     ^/»- 
itiam  ^  quatuordecim  natus  annos  Gracam  tragcsdiam 
{cripji.     ^alem  ?  inquis.     Nefcio.    Tragcsdia  vocaba^ 
tur.    The  work  itfelt  is  loft,  and  perhaps,  if  extant, 
could  be  admired  only   as  the  otFspring  of  a  for- 
ward wit,  and  lively  imagination,     Judgement,  and 
reafon,  thofe  later  offsprings  of  application,  and  ex- 
perience, are  to  be  ripened  only  by  age,  labour,  and 
afliduity. 
PttNTwat     Pliny  had  two  wives  :  the  charafter,  name,  and 
ricd?  ™*''  perfon  of  his  firft  wife  are  buried  with  her  ;  we  have 
not  even  any  footfteps  of  her  rank,  or  fortune  :  her 
mother  was  Pompeia  Celerina. 

The  name  of  his  fecond  wife  was  Calpurni a.    She 

was  educated  by  her  aunt   Hispulla,  and  was  en^ 

dued  with  many  valuable  qualities,  and  many  high 

•Book  6.  Ep.  i6.  *•  Ibid.  Ep.  ao.  «  Book  7.  Ep.  4. 
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Iccomplilhments  •.  She  had  an  entire  affeftion  for 
Ker  hufbanci  His  happineis^  his  profberity,  and 
lus  reputation^  were  the  objefts  of  her  thoughts  and 
iviflies  :  by  Pliny's  letters  to  her  we  may  judge  of 
the  mutual  tendernefs  between  them. 

There  conftant  love  with  equal  ardor  glows. 
Nor  languid  ebbs,  nor  yet  tumultuous  flows ;, 
With  faith  unaltered,  refolutely  juft. 
No  Iport  of  pallion,  and  no  flave  of  luft  : 
Such  is  the  ftate  the  bleft  enjoy  above. 

The  pureft  reafon,  joined  to  pureft  lovc^ 

» 

You  will  find,  Charles,  that  Pliny  had  feveral  Pi.«if'« 
country  houfes  :  his  Tufcan  villa  and  Laurentinum  are  J^g'JISSJ 
defcribed  in  two  very  long  and  laborious  letters,  that 
feem  not  to  give  fo  clear  an-  idea  of  the  houfes  them- 
felves,  as  of  ms  particular  affeftion  to  them.  I  ima^ne 
you  will  be  delighted  with  a  little  garden  apartment 
adjoining  to  his  gallery,  and  built  by  himfelf.  He 
mentions  it  with  ecftafy,  in  tlie  fcventeerith  epiftle  of 
the  fecond  book.  And  he  tells  us,  that  he  conftantly 
lodged  in  this  apartment,  during  the  Jtoify  feftivals  of 
Saturn,  and  at  once  found  himfelf  not  only  enclofed 
in  fweetnefs,  and  folitude,  but  perfedly  defended  from 
all  kinds  of  interruption.  Doftor  Shaw,  in  his  travels 
through  the  Levant  and  Barbary^  and  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  houfes  there,  takes  notice,  that  they  have 
imitated  the  eaftern  manner,  by  building  a  private 
fet  of  apartments,  which  feem  rather  annexed,  than 
properly  belonging  to  the  reft  of  the  houfe.  The  little 
'  chamber  defigned  by  the  Sbunamite  for  Elisha^ 
where  he  retired  at  hi$  pleafure,  without  breaking- in 

*  Sec  Book  4.  Ep,  19. 

*•  2d  of  Kings,  chap.  iv.  jr,  10.  Let  us  make  him  a  little  cham- 
ber, I  pray  thee,  with  walls  ;  and  let  us  fet  him  there  a  bed^  i&nd 
a  table,  and  a  ftool,  and  a  candlellick,  that  he  may  turn  in  thither 
when  he  cometh  to  q&. 
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upon  the  private  affairs  of  the  family,  and  without 
being  interrupted  in  his  own  devotions,  may  be  con- 
jedured  to  be  one  of  thefc  feparate  buildings :  As  may 
alfo  the  fummer  •  parlour  of  Eglon,  where  he  was 
flain  by  Ehud.  .  The  ^  chamber  over  the  gate,  to 
which  David  withdrew,  after  the  death  of  his  fon 
ABSAI.OM,  feen^s  tp  have  been  a  ftrufture  very  j)aral- 
lei  to  thofe  already  nientioned :  and  I  muft  farther 
obferve  to  you,  that  this  place  of  retirement  is  diftin* 
guifhed  by  a  peculiar  word  iA  the  Hebrew,  which  an- 
Iwers  the  'TiFi^^w  of  the  Greeks,  and  which  Doftor 
Shaw  fays,  notwithftanding  the  Teeming  etymology, 
is  not  appropriated  only  to  one  high  chamber,  but  to 
.  a  privatjq  apartment  of  this  nature :  uVfj $ou  pro  wnpS'iov 
Mtke  dicituTy  ah  utt  e ^  et  &w  autid  jmbriam  fipaficat 
'st  extremiSatem  :  and  in  this  fenfe  the  word  is  often 
ufed  by  the  claffic  writers.  The  uVsf^av  *^,  where  Mer- 
CVTRY  carried  on  his  amours,  and  where  *  Penelope 
^nd  the  young  vir^ns  kept  thcmfelves  at  a  diftance 
ifrom  the  foUcitations  of  their  woers,  were  probably 
edifices  detached  from  the  palace  of  Ulysses  :  and 
are  lb  far  anfwerabje*  as  to  bear  a  flrong  refemblance 
tto  Pliny's  defcription  of  his  favorite  Diata.  DodxDr 
Shaw  aflures  ^  that  the  eaftern  apartments  of  privacy 
pften  had  a  door  of  communication  to  a  gallery  ;  join-^ 
pd,  I  prefume^  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Biata  to 
Pliny's  Cryptop&rticMs. 

The  R(Mnan  luxury  appeared  no  where  greater,  or 
pore  extenfivCj  than  in  their  public  buildings,  parti- 
cularly in  their  PaUftra^  the  accounts  of  which  are 
junazing.  It  will' be  difficult  to  give  you  more  than 
%  general  iipperfefl:  view  of  them,  becaufe  the  fize, 

*  Judges  iii.  20  and  25..  •  ►  2d  of  SamueJ,  xviii.  33. 

c  Homer,  II.  n.  1.  1S4. 

.   #  Homer  Odyit  0. 1.  51c,  5J16. 

»\      /       ft      \        »>    » » \  it 

n  fuv  yuf  r»  ijafdM  f»»ytT^^  in  otftu 

■.  .  order. 


tq  the  fancy,  or  the  aoilities  of  the  buildefi:  aiui?^&o 
T^iiitOS!\^  is^^  inheMaiiBeyrAere 

0ilUt;;i3o9teiBeriiidiiiirob^^  h^ordMewnraditi 

«te[ia^flngniuifix»y^fphtt»  inmtk^ti^tifk  um 

thoi$> :  jvho^  ntim.tisat^  ju^ofiiih^p^rial^p^ 
ilicitteiifcyonc^pettifi^c.T;  no  h:;.  .^rAhv-y.^  -jmII'.-  ju^ 
onTh^fytTibMd,  dtsffixlmUik^fjtbe  lifcYondipiirfir  of  i^ 

icttbbddby  V^kuvi^myi  aadm3iCLitao|sp^a!^ag^ceB(i4x.t . 

in  an  oblong  iqiore^  iviiiqh  im^  laB  dDafutorodldstliie 
toct^irittL'i^^  of /d^  entfae  buikit^    .liiiv    - 

l^^apallrthoatiBv  took  op  <ttielthir4  of:  that  fufe  ^  joitt 
liiasr  x  {9)bcipai:plitt  <^  itkerodificei  Tfauiuii^  an  mfOx 
large  entry,  and  magnifiocnt  pillafS  on  ^eaeh  isk^ 
42affDii^  Ivbich  ia  )pi&ge  fed  iotio  thsjud^a. 
:rr>  Ohcach  1^4» the Jj&<»rd^/{Mi9«^ 
f^efiam^  die  £pMeufnr  At  cmtemki^  tod  the^s/^T 
ruBOB,  liks  wing^  totit  ;  imd  in  the  askgle  iDii  :eadi  fide 
-was  rituated  the  ^b^mfterium^  of  a  round  form,  and 
Mtended  for  yarious  foru  of  exeiciifiS,  but  efpecialiy 

A  large  plaUaj 'ivasatdu^]if  witkici  the  ejEtemal 
rVfzhi    was  oontinued  throuj^  die  uiiok  circumfer-  ' 

•ence   of  the  pafseftray    in  mrhtdi  perfoni  not  oaly 
-vaSced,  but  uled  pcomifcuoufly  exercifes  of  different    . 
Jdnds«  .  .  : 

This  platea^  or  ftreet,  had  a  pa^Sigs:  into  V$f^ 
fqa^rt  periftyles  at  each  fide  of  the  theatrtdiuiHy  and 
another,  which  led  diiciedly  intp  the  center  oi  ^itpa- 
UJlraj  wheiS  were  placed  die  balnea^  xyftu  ^^tera. 

On  the  oppofite  northern  fide  there  was  another 

magnificent  ^ntry^  iriiich  fo«peBtitk}uari6s:diink  the 

chief  and  principal  entry  of  the  whole  building.  From 

hence,  through  walks  of  platan  trees,  different  paf- 

rf^es  led  to  die  public  fwimming  place,  the  galleries^ 

A  4  bathing 
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batblngap«rtment$9;  and  the  open  and  covered  piaiee^  ^ 
of  exercilc^  . 

At  each  fide  of  this  northern  entry  there  were  dif-»  ' 
{crtnt  iicbeJrie^  mith  feats  placed  m  a  iemicircubui 
manner,^  where  the  philpfophers  rnet  to  perform  their  ■ 
learned  dilputations,  as  a  utuadoh  more  remote  from 
the  other  exercifes,  ^nd  on  many  accounts  the  moft 
agreeaiWe;  more  fliaded  with  platans,  and  mbre  fre^ 
from  any  noife,  except  the  grateful  murmur  of  foun-» 
tains,  empcying  them&lves  into,  a  Iarg6  pond  for 
fwimmingv  which,  like  the  warm  bath,  had  feveral 
apartments,  and  members  peculiar  to  it. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  chief  elegance  and  beauty  of 
iicbainet,  xht  faUftra  wcrcthc  rifing  fabrics  oitht  balnea  %  the-, 
ibudure  of  which,  and  the  contrivances,  to  fup^ly 
Xuch  a.  quantity:  of  water  with  diflfiprent  degirees  of 
heat,  were  particularly  curious,  -     \ 

The  anterior  part  was  divided  into  two  diftinft  uni*» 
-form  orders  of  oaths.    One  at  the  right,  the  odier  at 
-the  left  fide  of  the  hypocauftum  • ;  which  was  fituatcd 
in  the  middle,  and  each  order  confifled  of  four  &parate 
chambers,   on  either  fide  of  the  hypocauftum  :  they 
.were  called    the  Laconicum^   tepidariumy    ccdidarium^ 
and  frigidarium.    All  thefe  chambers  had,  by  paflages, 
•a  communication  with  each  other. 
Afferent        It  is  morc  than  probable,  from  the  beft  accountsr, 
'wmTn^d  ^^^  this  double  order  of  bathing-apartments  was  dcr 
Nomexu    :  figned  for  the  feparate  ufes  of  men  and  women.    He- 
sioD,  a  very  ancient  writer,  takes  notice  in  this  fenfe 
of  baths  peculiar  to  women, 


«      «  « 


ffec  vir  corpus  oikSiet  hvando  cum  muliere. 
*  So  called  from  tke  furnace  underneath. 


This 


na« 
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This  diftindUon  was  kept  up  during  tHe  early  and  vir- 
tuous times  t)f  the  Romans :  but  when  vice  and  de- 
bauchery prevailed,  promifcuous  bathing  was  pra£tif- 
cd  without  fliame,  or  punifliment ;  till  at  laft  the  cus- 
tom became  fb  fcandalous^  that  a  particular  law  was 
enadcd  againft  it,  with  the  penalty,  of  divorce,  and 
lofi  of  fortune. 

The  bypocauftum  was  a  large  furnace,    in  which  Tbe  hypo* 
the  fire  was  kept,  that  gave  warmth  to  the  water  ^"^"^ 
and  bathing  rooms.  Over  the  bypocauftum  were  placed 
three  difl^renf  large  vaulted  vieflcls,  called  miliaria  *  ;  The  miiia* 
perhaps  from  their  fizc,  as  containing  iuch  an  im- " 
^m!^T&  quantity  of  ^water,  millions  of  quarts.  . 

Thcte  veflcls  were  fituated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  water  was  qon^municatcd  throiigh  them  by  wind- 
ing tubes  :  and  they  w^rc  diftinguimed  by  the  fame 
names  with  the  thnee  principal  bathing  apartments  \ 
vaffrigidariufny  tms  teptdarium^  vas  calidarium. 

The  firft  received  the  cold  water  from  the  common 
refervoir,  which  3vas  communicated  to  the  next  by 
the  ferperitine  tubes ;  .and  that  again  was  communi- 
cated to  the  laft,  and  inferior,  (vas  calidarium)  by 
tubes,  which  were  yet  more  ferpentine,  that  the  wa- 
ter .  mighty  in  a  longer  cii:culation  round  the  calida- 
rium^ receive  greater  degrees  of  heat.  By  thefe  means, 
whatever  quantity  was  difcharged  from  the  vas  cali- 
darium^ was  immediately  fupplied  from  the  tepidari- 
um^  and  this  from  the  vas  frigidarium^  which  was 
filled  by  the  common  refervoir.  Thus,  without  any 
expence  of  labour,  they  were  kept  conftantly  full. 
There  were  feveral  brafs  tubes,  which  conveyed  thefe 
waters  to  various  apartments  ;  and  there  were  alfo  fub- 
terraneous  paffages  formed  moft  artfully  with  brick, 
in  which  long  channels,  like  flews,  were  hollowed : 

■See^EjjECA,  Cato,  and  Palladius,  who  all  mention  the 
-'miliaria. 

•      •    • 

thefe 


tbej(e  dilperfcd  thcdi)r  hotvMXwr  tp  tbx^^fipfyUwPB 

fuch  ipaflages  .  diftributing  the  warm  vapour  ia  fJipfef 
rent  degrees,  to  diBTereat  part3 . : '  4nd  in  a  Rof^j^^  ^ 
datpry  tdund  ztJVrpxetei  m-Sbr(ft(hirey  the.  i^Qfln^  of 
thde  bricks,  axid  the  manner  ^  Wing  themj^i»\^i 

lophicai 


'a(5tly  defcribed  in  the  Philofophical  \  TriJnialjfeiqfi^^ 
^  Camdbn  nientions  ;^  ib^^^^zi^;/;^  with  tl^s.Jlruc- 
ture,  difcovered  in.  FUnjfijox^ ;  .and  the  ^uthpr  *  -of  ^f 
additions  to  Camdbn  tells^  us,  ^erc^  \y:as  ^anpfj)^  i^ 
covered  at  Caerhean  in  Carmrvon/hki,  i  : '  - , ;  f  -^ 

There,  were  particular  peripna  ippowtod  f%  ftfke 
care  of  the  fire,  c^X^dLfornacatJorp  \  in  kindliiigtypt^^^ 
they  chiefly  made  ufe  of  wood,  and  other  coa>bpfti- 
ble  materials  formed  into  balb,a^  covered  wi^v  pitcU 
•  St ATius  particularly  alludes  to  thefc,  .and  lie  cpar 
veyance  or  the  vapour  throughout  the  feveral  ^4?jim:- 
bers  and  apartments,  in  his  defcription  of  the^  Her 
frulcan  baths ;  :       * 


Crepantes  -  - 

Auditura  filas^  ubi  languidus  ignis  imrrat     ;       , 
jEdibusj  eP  tenuem  volvunt  hypocaufta  vaporemf  - 

The  Laco.  Tlie  Laccuicum  vf^  a  fmall  cloie  vaulted  (i^tpbcr^ 
jncum.  Situated  at  the  firfk  turning  from  the  hypocaiffium^  on 
which  account  the  heat  there  was  exccflive,  ^  It  wa^ 
icldom  ufed  by  thofe,  who  performed  the  exercifes  (£ 
the  pdla&m  :  but  the  lazy,  the  infirm,  and  the  de- 
bauchee!, generally  fijpplied  the  want  of  cxercife,  bf 
iweating  in  the  Laconicum.  ^  Columella.,  blaming 
iihc  luxurious  life  of  citizens,  &ys^  mox  deindij  ut  apti 
veniamus  ad  gamasy  quotidianam  crudiMem  JUumw 
fxcoquimusj    it  exoQo  fudore  Jitim   qwerimus.     The 

^    *  See. $£1^10.  Nat,  Quaeft.  Lib.  3.  cap.  24. 

^  See  Abridgment  of  Philofophical  Tranla£lions,  Vol.  5.  part 
t,  page  61.  ^  Britannia^  p.  688.  *  Mr.  Lhwgd. 

r;  Sylvarumi  lib.  i.  [  Ik  Re  rufticat  frafat. 

Lace- 
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L^acecbsmomans,  as  *  Plutarch  obierves,  firft  invent- 
ed the  Lacomcumj  and  fh)m  them  it  iiccdved  dit 
name  :  they  generally  went  fmoaking  with  heat  out 
of  that  charstor  diredly  into  the  cold  bath  v  being 
unwilling  to  relax  their  veflelswith  warm  bathing, 
and  foiod  of  accuftoming  their  conftitutions  to  the 
greateft  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  as  appears  from 
Martial  \ 

* 

Ritus  fi  placeant  tibi  Laconum^ 

CintifUm  potis  arido  vapor e^  , 

Cruda  Virginiy  Martiaque  mefp. 

T)hs  chamber  is  called  by  the  Greeks  «ru|iavfiiipov :  by 
tiie  Romans  it  is  generally  called  cella  cmda^  or  La^ 
€9nfetm\  by  Sirica,  fiuiumumy  byCicsRO^  affa^ 
by  Vitro VI us,  caUdarium.  It  was  never  wanting  in 
the  private  baths.  *  Cicero  takes  particular  notice  of 
it  in  a  lettser  to  his  brother  Quiktus,  where  he  fays, 
he  has  removed  it  to  another  comer  of  the  apoJ^tt^ 
riumy  becaufe  the  heat  was  inconvenient  to  a  bed* 
chamber  immediately  over  it.  From  hence  it  is  evi- 
ident,  that  this  was  always  diftindt  from  the  bathing 
room  \  although  the  different  names  given  to  it  have 
rendered  the  many  accounts  of  the  Laconieum  per- 
plexed, and  uinintelligible. 

The  tepidarium^  in  the  public  and  private  baths,  The  tepk 
was  the  moft  magnificent  part  of  the  whole.      It "''"' 
was  moderately  warmed  by  the  bypocauftum^  and  was 
always  fo  fituated,  as  to  receive  all  the  influence  of 
the  fun.     In  this  place,  fuch  perfons,  who  had  gone 
through  the  ulual  exercifes,  were  nibbed  down  with 
Jirigilesj  or  fcrapers,  before  they  were  anointed  for 
bathing.     The  ftrigiks  were  made  either  of  ivory  or  Thcftrip 
metal  :  the  comnnon  fort,  kept  in  the  public  baths, 


^  In  vita  Alcibiapis^  ^  Lib.  6.  Epig.  42; 

f  lAh,  3.  £p.  I. 


were 


rtiim* 
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were  of  iron.    But  people  of  rank  had  generally  theif 
CYfaJirigilesj  as  appears  from  this  line  in  *  Pexsius*  » 

ly  puer^  et  firigiUs  Crifpitii  ad  balnea  defer ^     ;     • 

And  thefc  wei*e  often  of  filver,  and;  fometimcs  of 
gold.  They  fcraped  the  ikin  with  fo  much  force^^ 
that  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  them,  Augjjstus  ^  had 
feveral  callous  excrefcences  on  his  breaft  and  belly. 
But  to  temper,  the  roiighnels  of  thefe  inftniments, 
they  dipped  them,  before  they  ufed  them,  in  oil. 
rhe  caiida-  The  calidarium  was  a  principal  part  of  the  balnea ; 
large,  and  placed  fo  as  to  receive  all  the  advantages 
b<>t\x  of  light  and  heat  from  the  fun.  *  The  great 
bathing  veffil  was  called  by  the  Greeks  xhtj oV,  by  the 
Latins  lavacrumy .  and  labrum.  It  was  capable  of 
containing  many  people :  the  margin  of  the  lavacrum 
was  fo  broad,  that  they  could  fit  upon  it.  In  the 
public  baths  they  were  rubbed  down  with  fpungesj 
called  alfo  Jirigiles  ;  but,  in  the  private  baths,  their 
bodies  were  generally  cleanfed,  (before  they  aiK)inted) 
with  wafh-balls,  the  principal  ingredient  of  which 
was  the  nitrum^  or  aphronitrum  of  the.  ancients ;  aqiong 
whom,  on  the  fame  account,  it  was  in  great  efteen[i, 
and  ufe.  Hence  ^  Jj  re  mi  ah  fays,  tboHgh  tbou  wajh 
thee  with  nitre^  and  take  thee  muchfodpyiy^et  thine  ini-' 
quity  is  marked  before  me^  faith  the  Lord  God.  And 
Susannah,  before  fhe  bathed,  direfted  her  maids  to 
bring  oil,  and  wafhihg  balls.  The  nitre  of  the  anci- 
ents, wWch  was  found  chiefly  in  jEgypti  had  one 
remarkable  property  in  it,  which  the  •  modern  nitre 
has  not ;  it  conftantly  made  an  effervefcence,  when 
mixed  with  acids  :  which  explains^  a  very  beautiful 
paflage  in  Proverbs^,  where  *  Solomon  compares  a 
.man,  who  fingeth  ibngs  with  a  heavy  and  afflidted 

*  Satyr.  5.  f.  126,      -  *  Vide  Sueton.  in  vita  Aug.  cap.  80. 
^  Chap.  ii.  f,  22.  f  Prov.  chap.  xxv.  f.  20. 

hearty 
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htBXtj  to  a  mixture  of  nitre  and  vinegar ;  a  fimili- 
tudg)  that  gives  us  a  ftrong  image  of  fomethii^  partis 
tQUxlj  cold  and  (harp,  although  attended  with  a. 
feetning  warmth  and  a  lively  ebullition. 

The  public  baths  were  warmed  to  a  certain  degree 
ibr  all  perfons ;  and  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  notice 
was  given,  at  a  fixed  honr,  to  thofe,  who  had  exer- 
died,  to  prepare  for  bathing ;  otherwife  they  were 
forced  to  ufe  cold  water  only. 

m 

Rjtdde  ptlanfy  fonat  as  tbermarum ;  ludere  pergis  ? 
Virgine  vis  fold  lotus  abire  domum  •  ? 

And  as  the  baths  were  fupported  at  a  common  ex- 
pence,  the  price  fixed  for  bathing  was  only  a  farthing, 
-which  was  conftantly  paid  to  the  attendant  of  the 
baths.  On  this  account,  Horace,  with  great  hu- 
mour, ridicules  the  pride  of  a  Stoic  philofopher,  and 
tells  the  imaginary  monarch,  that  his  majefly  is  but 
one  of  the  crowa,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  their  far- 


thing. 


.  num. 


Bum  tu  quadrante  lavatum 
Rex  ibis^. 

The  frigidariumj  according  to  Vitruvius,  and  The  frig'wta- 
fome  other  authors,  fcems  to  be  a  diftinft  chamber'""" 
for  cold  bathing.  In  all  the  private,  and  moft  of 
the  public  baths,  it  was  generally  built  next  the  cali- 
darium ;  from  whence  there  was  a  paffage  to  it.  But 
in  fome  of  the  public  Roman  balnea^  and  particu- 
larly in  thofe  of  Diocletian,  there  were  many  addi- 
tional apartments,  and  conveniencies,  unknown  to 
the  Grecians,  and  not  ufcd  in  their  private  baths. 
Among  thefe  was  a  large  cryptoporticus^  with  fpacious 
open  windows,  fituated  and  contrived  in  fuch  a  man- 

*  Martial,  Lib.  14.  Epig.  163.       ^  Satyr.  3.  Lib.  1. 1.  157. 

ner. 
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ner»  i^  to  be  fahned  with  a  conftant  and  quick  &c- 
ceffion  of  air»  which  Bacchius^  in  his  account  de 
tiermis  veierum^  defcribes  as  the  frigidariumj  bccaufe 
it  was  locus  vetuis  perflatus  ftneftris  am^s.  But  the 
trot  frtgidaritm^  although  feveral  writers  hare  treated 
it  in  a  cotifufed  manner,  was  the  cold  bathing  cham- 
ber. The  veflcl,  or  place,  in  which  they  batSed,  waa 
called  frigida  lavafio,  and  by  PtiNy,  in  the  feven- 
teenth  epiftle  of  his  fecond  book,  bapiiSerium^ 

The  antiquity  of  warm  baths  is  evident  from  feve- 
ral paflages  or  the  antients  :  they  are  menli<>ned 
among  the  moft  early  ctiftoms  or  the  i^gyptians. 
Plato,  in  his  defcription  of  the  Atlantic  ifland, 
tells  us,  that  die  inhabitants  there  had  public  and  pri- 
vate baths,  finiihed  and  adorned  moft  exactly.  Ho-^ 
M£R  often  mentions  Xoirfoi  d-^ua  warm  bathing  ;  and 
he  makes  Ulyssbs  give  it  a  place  among  muric,.di:t&s 
and  the  moft  charming  entertainmeiits  of  life. 

Am  f  ifATy  ioils  n  ^^An,  xiSa^K  re,  X^^®/  r£. 

To  drefs,  to  dance,  to  fing,  our  fole  delight. 
The  feaft  or  bath  by  day,  and  love  by  night  **. 

t.  ....  Ff^DAR mentions ^iffA» wfA^Zv AvrpM, iaUda frympbarum 
Mnea ;  and  Pisander  obferves,  that  Minerva  pre- 
paitd  a  bath  for  Hercules,  to  refrefh  him  after  his 
labour.  ^ 

.  Although  thefe  accounts  are  fabulous  and  uncer- 
tsaiij  yet  they  prove  the  antiquity,  and  the  ufe  of 
warm  baths  ;  which  the  Syrians,  Medes,  Perfians, 
Grecians,  and  at  laft  the  Romans,  foccdTively  re-^ 
ccived  from  each  other.  The  Perfians  in  particular^ 
^ho  were  induftrious  in  improving  all  the  arts  of 
luicury,  adorned  their  baths,   and  made  them  more 

^  a  Od)^  S,  ;^.  248,  :  *  Pope,  Od.  Book  S,  I.  285. 

ufeful 
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ubfiil"  dnd  eleganc  diiii  thej  had  ever  been  before. 
Aiid:)lBil^TAKC»^aUerves,  thiat  AiEXx^DSR  wii 
greaclg  StmAz3sd^V9Vik  the  baths  ol*  Di^ius. 
SxIDhe  RJtolans^l8brr6v(^  their ^Ht  models  of  baths 
fi^(9inlflaeQ  G»edami  I  ^Tfae  MttBtj^  of  bathing  was  na- 
taMly^vicmrwttiBdf:h^  ,&d  exercifes^ ;  to  which  the 
Kbfaaoijfioudf'Wtt^isarly  accuftOfried/ 

^-SkiTceaiur  ^tii^'  domlf^ifki  infuivert  dorus : 

ojtMt4tns  tmdm$air<Ms^  sua  lema  Uctftis 

z'^^^Ma  icntorqumti :ct0^fi^ki  Wujne hceffunt «;  \ 

-l^^ibfns  thecit)^;^  l^  blooming  youth. 

With  rapid  chariots,  exercife  their  ftrength, 

r^Ani^  daiTO  theirrli^r^  in  the  ^^ 
c  Or  bend  their  twan^hg  bc^s,  and  with  ftfong  arms 
Launch  die  CdQgh  jl(V<eliil|  With  the  dart  and  (haft 
vCemaidiflgV     .' 


i  J' 


-  The  .folate  Hrft  ia^pCHirted  the  campns  Martius  for 
tJjfe'ufoiQf  bttthittgf  'as^bdng  fituated  near  thcfj^r. 
YisfeTtus'  ^yt^  ^s  *  very  particular  account  of  it. 
Bt  igttmatuU  n(m  fi^  fed  etiam  ah  ipfts 

ofidL  diferimin  Mi^tif  :  ideffqui  Rtmani  veteres,  quos 
uihelUy  4t  c$ntmnai4'pMcfddy  ad  emnem  rei  tmlitaris 
€hidi9faiitii9im  -e^iii^pitm  Mariium  vitinum  Tyberi  de- 
l^mntt  *r  '^,  ^  jmimtusy '  psfi  exerttttum  ammum^ 
^ds^em  yfufikri^ae  diheref^  ac  letgitudinem  curfus 
natutdiMm  dg^^Mem\ 

But  as  the  muddy  waters  of  the  lyher  were  unfit 
fck^thkt  ufe>  the.  Roij^aild  erefted  other  bathing  places, 
yftbifsb  oxc^ad  my  €lWcian'  plans,  in  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  convenience,  Iplendor,  and  even  Afiatic 
delicacy. 


f  !,-.';      tr^.'  Vi   I  ■■     *■■'■■•'*.!        •^ 


7. /.  205.  *=Lib.  i.<»^,  10.  -       * 
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The  gym-      Tht  gymnnfia  of  the  Grecians  Sycre  of  greater"  ci* : 
»*fi«-       tent,  than  the  pdaHra  of  the  Romans.     We  learn 
from  what  Solon  fays  in  ^  Ludartf  that  thdie  places 
of  exercife  owed  their  original  to  the  Greeks.    The 
The  porti-  firft  part  in  the  gymnqfia  was  the  poiticus^  or  gallery^ 
p"J»^f^ which  had  feveral  diftinft  apartments^.:  where  die^ 
gymaafia.  phUofophers,   rh^oridans,   and  mathecoaticians  dii^. 
puted  and  read  ledures.     Pausanias  and  Suidas 
mention  two  at  Athens ;  one.calle^l  mathi^  where 
Plato   taught,    and  another  caUed  Auxfm,  where 
Aristotle  gave  his  leftures*  Thefe, apartments  were 
at  no  great  diftance  from  the  place  of  exercife,  as 
is  evident  from  the  plan  of  Hxeronymus  Mercu- 
rial is  ^^  and  from  the  proverb,  difci^f  qHam  fbilofo^ 
fbiam  audire  mdunt. 
Thcephebe-     The  iecond  part  was  the  ephebeumy  where  they  met 
'wBd  °  artf  ^  agree  about  the  manner  of  their  exercife,  and  to 

^       lettle  the  prize,  for  which  they  contended. 
The  coricc-     The  third  part  was  the  coriceum^   which  Socms  to 
iHn,orthirdinark  out  the  place  of  undreffing  for  thofe,  who  ei- 
'^^        ther  bathed,  or  exercifed,  called  by  the  Greeks  iJro- 
iM^m.    The  commentators  on  Vitruvivs  probably 
miftake,  when  they  imagine  this  place  to  have  been 
a  part  of  the  prnnqfia^  d^ftined  for  the  particular 
exercife  of  ball^  called  f^ryozj.    Pliny  takes  notice 
of  the  apodyterium  in  his  Tufcs^x  villa ;  and  as  Vi-. 
TRuvius  mentions  no  apartments  for  undreffing,  which 
could  fcarce  b^  wanting  either  \r\  the  public  or  private 
baths,  it  is  no  unreafonable  furmife,  to  fuppofe,  that, 
the  coriceum  of  Vitruvius  was  adapted  for  thatnc- 
ceffary  purpofe. 
The  daeo.       The  fouith  part  was  the  eUotheJiumj  by  the  Greeks 
2^^^^'  called  fl&uimfp«o»,  by  Pliny,  unSiuarium^  where  thofe, 

^  A  phy£idan>  who  has  written  <//  re  gymnaflica.  He  t^ras  born 
at  Forli  in  Italy ^  1 530,  and  died  there  1 596.  His  works,  exclu- 
iive  of  thofe  parts,  which  relate  to  phyfic»  contain  remarkable 
palTages  and  curious  obfervations. 

who 
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who  exercifed,  or  bathed^  were  anointed  before  they 
went  to  the  bath,  or  begun  their  exercife,  and  after 
they  returned  from  it^  The  antiquity  of  this  cuftom 
appears  from  Homer  i 

Sweet  PoLYCASTB  took  the  pleafing  toil. 

To  bath  the  ptince,  and  pour  the  fragrant  oil  ^ 

This  was  in  preparation  ofthe  journey  intended  by 
Telemachus:  and  in  another  part  of  the  Odyffey 
we  have  thefe  lines  y 

•      ►      - 

The  hoary  king  his  old  Sicilian  maid 
Perfiim'd  and  walhM*. 

There  is  ^  remarkable  pailage  in  Stob^u^,  which 
rnay  be  inferted  on  this  occaiion.  That  author  fays^ 
the  fervants  of  Archimedes  were  accuftbmed  at  bath- 
ing-times to  take  him  by  force  from  the  table,  where 
he  drew  mathematical  figures^  with  fuch  a  fixed  at- 
tention, that  he  continued  to  draw  them  on  his  an* 
ointed  body,  not  knowing  where  he  was,  while  his 
fervants  were  pouring  ointments  upon  him,  and  pre- 
paring him  fof  the  bath< 

The.  oils,*  which  the  ancients  made  ufe  of  after  bath-  lic  oiii. 
ing,  were  more  pure  and  valuable,  than  thofe  ufed 
before  :*  and  the  people  were  fo  fond  of  thefe  oint- 
ments, that  the  moft  popular  gift^  any  great  man 
could  beftow,  was  a  prefent  of  oil  to  the  public  baths. 

a  Homer  Odyff.  lA.  3.  il^.  466.  ^Pqpe,  book  3.  :^.  594. 

*  HoMBR  Odyfl:  lib.  24.  ;►.  364.  *  PoM,  book  ^4. 

^.425. 
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Thitt  ^ra:fc  various  f€«ts  ef  5tetal6nt^  Kfed  for  the 
tfur^ofe  already  mttitkmddi  d"  ill  Which  the  el4er 
FlinV,  in  the  tbilt^a^th  book  of  \^  nattitaA  hiftorf, 
gives  a  full  account :  but  the  foieft  afiid  ftieft  fra- 
grant was  brought  from  Syria^  and  made  of  the 
leaves  of  an  aromatic  plant,  wlttch  grow$  in  India^ 
and  is  called  nardum^  from  the  pointed  figure  of  its 
leaves.  This  ointment  \i  alfo  called  m^ueiUum  fpica- 
Uim^  and  fbm^tifhes  folia/ttm  i  -  in  which  fenfe  We  are 
to  take  the  following  expreffion  of  Juvenal  5 

It  was  not  only  ufed  after  bathing,  but  fometimes  at 
the  public  entertainments. 

Affyridque  nardo 
Pfita$fiUs  unffL 

fays  Horace,  in  the  eleventh  ode  of  the  fecond  book. 
With  this  particular  fort  of  dfltment  Cnntst*  was 
anointed  in  ^  Bttban^^  in  the  hchife  of  Simok  the 
\mtu  as  he  ik  at  meat.  It  had  been  kept  tn  a  box 
ot  alabafter ;  which  is  ^reeabk  to  what  Hokack 
fays  to  ViROtL,  when  he  invited  Hvti  to  fupper,  and 
deiire^  him  to  bring  fome  of  ^t  valuable  ointment 
with  him  ^ 

Nardo  vina  menbere^ 

Nardi  parvus  0nyx  tlickt  cadum  \ 

The  wrefllers,  after  anoirtting,  by  niutual  agree- 
ment, oftentimes  fpritikled  dufc  upon  their  bodies^ 
before  the  combat,  to  give  each  cmtr  a  m<H^  firm 
hold  of  his  adverfary  :    the    glory    therefore   was 

»  Satin  6.  Ij^JSJ^,  fc  St.  Mark,  ch.  xiv.  /:  5. 

^  Ode  12.  lib.  4.  :^.  16. 

-  -^  -^cftcemed 
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tSxsmtd  gireater  to  conquer  an  adveriary,  viho  was 
anointed  without  powdor^  bccaufe  it  was  more  diffi* 
cuk  to  ff^  him*  ^  Pliny  the  elder  celebrates  Di- 
oxippvs  as  a  combatant,  who  difdained  to  take  the 
advantage  of  die  puivis.  Such  wreftlers  were  from 
th(SOce  £ud  to  have  conquered  axo»in.  It  is  ac* 
qc^rdk^  to  this  interpretadont  that  the  following  paf- 
&gjs  in  Horace,  miftaken  by  moft,  if  not  all,  ot  the 
CQiimientators,  is  tso  be  undemood : 

^uis  circum  pagos^  tt  circum  compita  pugnax^ 
Magna  c^onari  cofUemia$  Olympia,  cuifpes^ 
Cuijit  conditio  dtdcisjine  pulvere  palnue  ^  ? 

The  fifth  part  of  the gymnajta  was  the  conifterium^'^^^^^ 
where  the  powder  was  kept,  and  where  the  wreftlerifi^'p]^  of 
were  anointed.    There  were  various  forts  of  thefe  the  gyxnw 

Eiwders  brought  from  various  countries.     But  two    * 
nds  were  more  particularly  efteemed,  the  one  called 
Puteolanus^  I  fuppofe  from  Puteolij  of  which  Sido- 
Kius  Apollinaris  fpeaks  in  this  line, 

Nam^e  "Dkarchea  iranjlatus  puivis  arena  ^ 

The  other  came  from  MgypU  which  SuExoNitnt; 
in  the  life  of  Nero,  fays,  was  brought  to  Ronuj 
amongft  the  other  extravagancies  of  that  emperor  % 
and  Pliny  the  elder  tells  us,  that  Patrobius  %  the 
freedman  of  Nero,  had  yearly  conveyd  to  him  from 
the  Nile  a  fine  land,  not  much  different  from  the 
fand  of  Puteolij  which  contributed  to  determine  the 
vidtory  of  the  Athkta  with  greater  cafe  and  quick- 
ne6.  He  adds  farther,  that  the  fame  fort  of  fand  was 
carried  with  other  military  utenfils,  by  Leonatus, 

»  Pook  J5.  ch^p.  II.         »» Ep.  I.  lib.  i.  jr.  49.         «  Carmeit 
2^-  59*.  ?  Lib.  35.  cap.  13, 

S  2  ClR.As«xrs^ 
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Crassus,  and  Meleager,  generals  of  Alexander^ 

the  great,  wherever  they  marched. 

Thcfixth        The  fixth  part  was  the  large  open  fpacc,    where 

^^mnafw^*  they  wrcftied,  jumped,  Hfted  weights,  and  praftifed 

called  the    various  feats  of  ftrcngth  and  aftivity.  This  place  was 

paiaeftra.     jpore  particularly  diftinguifhed  with  the  title  of  paU- 

Jlra  ;  and  from  hence  all  places  of  exercife,  where  no 

regular  gymnafium  was  ereded,  are  in  an  unconfined 

fenfe  called  by  that  name.     Thus  the  verfe  in  Virgilt 

has  a  fignification  to  that  purpofe  ; 

Pars  in  gramineis  exercent  membra  paUSfris  *.  ■ 

"  On  grafly  theatres  fome  exercife  their  limbs." 

And  Getay  in  Terence's  Phormio^  upon  feeing  PHi^- 
DRiA  coming  from  the  houfe  of  his  miftrefs,  fays 
fhecringly, 

Eccnm  ah  fud  pakSIrd  exit  for  as  ^ 

Thefphari-  The  feventh  part  of  the  gymnajia  was  the  fpha^ 
ftytnth^zTt  riff eriufn^  As  tht  Jph^Iferium  is  particularly  men- 
of  the  gym-  tioned  by  P LINY  in  his  defcription  of  his  two  villas, 
and  as  the  ufe  of  it  is  not  always  underftood,  fome 
authors  miftaking  it  for  a  bowling-green,  which  was 
a  kind  of  exercife  not  praftifed,  as  i  can  recoUeft,  by 
the  Romans  ;  it  may  not  be  improper  to  attempt  at 
a  full  explanation  of  this  part  of  th^  paUflra.  Where 
Pliny  mentions  his  fph^ri^erium  in  the  fixth  epiftle 
of  the  fifth  book,  he  reprefent^  it,  as  having  feveral 
circular  divifions,  in  which  different  kind  of  exercifes 
were  performed  :  Jpodyterio  fuperpojitum  efl  Jpha^ 
rilferium^  qucd  plura  'genera  exercitationis  phrefque 
circulos  capit.  Oi  thcfe  the  general  and  favorite  ex- 
ercife among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  before  they 

»  iEneid.  6.  f,  642.  *  Adt  3.  Scene  i. 

bathed. 
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bathed,  was  the  ball.  *  Pliny  the  naturalift  afcribes 
the  invention  of  this  play  to  Pvthus.  There  were 
four '  forts  of  balls,  which  the  Grecians  defcribe,  [xi- 

The  fizc  and  ftru6ture  of  the  balls  were  not  only  dif- 
ferent ;  but  the  manner  and  degree  of  the  excrcife  va- 
ried, according  to  the  feveral  ages,  ftrcngth,  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  players.  The  Romans  had  four  forts 
of  balls,  that  were  again  in  many  refpefts  different 
jfrom  thofe  of  the  Grecians.  They  were  called, /i?///^, 
trigonalis^  paganica^  and  barpalfum. 

%ht  fqllis  was  a  ball  made  of  leather,  and  fillcdT5»«  foii«- 
with  wind  There  were,  two  forts,  one  of  a  large, 
the  other  of  a  fmall  fize.  The  former  was  called 
follis  pugillaris.  The  perfons,  who  played,  had  large 
^  brafle|:s  fixed  upon  their  arms,  with  which  they  re- 
ceived^ and  repelled  the  ball.  ^Propertius  takes 
notice  of  this,  where  he  fays, 

Cum  pila  veloci  fallit  per  brachia  ja5lu. 

A  fmall  force  was  capable  to  give  great  velocity  to 
this  ball,  which  infenfibly  encouraged  the  players  in 
continuing  an  exercife,  that  from  the  conftant  motion 
which  it  occafioned,  was  attended  with  much  fatigue. 
Horace  fpeaks  of  it  in  that  light,  where  he  fays, 

Molliter  auiierum  Studio  fallente  laborem  **. 

The  fmall  ball  was  received,  and  repelled  by  the  hand, 
without  braffets  :  thus  Plautus, 

*  Lib.  7.  cap.  56-  *»  A  brafTet  is  a  wooden  cufF,  or 

bracer,  worn  for  this  particular  play  of  ball.  *=  Lib.  3.  cL 

14.  L  5.  *  HoRAT.  fat.  2.  Jib.  2.  L  1 2. 
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Eictefnplo  hercle  ego  tefollem  pttgilatorhm 
Fadam^  el pendeniem  incur/ah  pugnis,  pefjuriffime^f 

*^  I  will  bounce  you  into  the  air  with  my  fift, 
"  like  a  tennis  ball,  and  keep  you  there,  you 
*^  viUain !" 

But  the  exercife  of  this  little  ball,  called  by  fome  au-* 
ihors  ^  folliculus^  was  appreciated  as  a  milder  ex- 
ercife, than  the  follis  magfmsy  and  more  adapted  to 
young  boys,  valetudinarians,  and  old  men.  Inp^ai^ 
epigram  of  Martial,  it  i§  introduced  to  this  pur- 
pofe : 

Jteprccul^jttvenes :  mitts  mbi  coftvenif  4etas  % 
poUe  decetpueros  ludere^  follejtnes  *. 

Some  writers  have  imagined,  that  the  fAtydxn  o^arj «, 
or  pila  magna  of  the  Grecians,  was  the  fame  with  the 
follis  of  the  Romans.  But  they  were  very  diflferent  > 
for  thde,  who  played  at  the  /»fy«Aii  er^arf a,  held  their 
hands  higher  than  their  heads ;  and  the  play  itfelf  wair, 
jdways  regarded  as  a  rmft  violent  exercife.  Other  au- 
thors have  fuppofed,  with  lefs  reafon,  that  the  follis 
was  the  fame  with  the  mi^\mi^^  but  the  latter  was  filled 
with  bran,  and  the  former  only  with  wind.  The 
corycus  was  fufpended  by  a  firing  from  a  fixed  point 
in  the  roof;  but  xht  follis  was  mpved  through  the  air 
from  one  piayer  to  atnothcr. 
The  piia  tri-  The  fccond  p^rt  of  ball  was  the  pHa  trigonaUs^  fo 
foaa|i«f  called  from  ^e  triangular  ppfition  of  the  perfpns, 
who  played.  It  was  a  fmall  ball,  and  both  hand$ 
W^re  engaged  in  the  e?:ercife.    The  great  art  was  tq 

*  RvDENS,  aft  3.  fcenc  4.  ^  Particularly  by  Sueto- 

Fi|Fs,  in  his  life  of  AycusTU^,  cap.  83.  ad  filam  frimo^  folli' 
c^lumque  tranfi^lf  ^  Li{>.  14.  epig.  j^j. 

keep 
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vs  for  being  fo  expert  in  recovering  and  returning  this 
baJJ  widi  Iw  left  Jwvd. 

Sicp^nuim  $iH  de  trigme  mkk 

t^u  laud$t  ?ol^  magis  Jii^firas  \ 

Aod  the  lame  poet^  in  pother  {i^Uo^  i^y$» 

QifUs^bit  t:epidHm  dextrd^  l^e^aque  frigcnm^ 

The  third  jCbrt  wa^  the  pl0  paganka  ;  fb  called,  Tht  piia  pt. 
becaufe  it  was  the  common  exercife  of  die  villages.  8*^"* 
The  ball  wa3  g^sneraUy  filled  with  Others,  and  was 
larger  a^Kl  iieavier  <han  the  trigonalis  i  but  not  fo 
cKju^Oy  &rm  ;  ;  whiqh  rsendc^red  it,  according  to  the 
epi^:aaunatift  juft  now  quotsds  ^^o^re  jdilificujit  to  m^i-^ 

ijM  aue  difficiUs  turgei  pag(mica  fluma 
Fdle  imms  laxa  efiy  €t  minns  arSa  pila  ^. 

The  fourdi  part  was  the  Jbarpafium^  which  is  ob-  The  harpaf- 
fcurely  explain^  by  moll  authors  -,  but  it  feems  not^"*"' 
unlike  the  moderji  play  of  goff.  The  contending 
perfbns  on  each  fide  endeavoured  to  drive  it  to  the 
goal.  It  was  a  very  violent  exercife,  fit  only  for  the 
ftrongcft  and  moft  robuft  men.  On  this  account 
Ma^rtjal,  when  Jbe  condemns  Phij-^nis  for  her  maf- 
culine  behaviour,  i;nentipns,  as  the  jdrongeft  inftance 
•of  it, 

Hsrpajh  quoque  f^hligata  ludit  *. 

Any  exercife  at  ball  was  reclined  indecent  in  the 

•Lib.  7.  epig.  71.  *  Lib.  1 2.  <pig.  84.  •  Lib. 

44.  «pig.  45.     *  '^  Lib.  7.  epig.  A6. 
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•v7omcn  ;     bat  the  Harpaftum  more  fo  than  any 
other. 
The  eighth      Now  let  US  rctum  to  the  eighth  part  of  the  gym- 
Tmnic^^  ^^M^  which  was  the   area  of  the  periflyliumj  and 
The  arca'of  the  opcnijig  paflkges  between  the  galleries  and  walls, 
h^^'  Thefe  were  defigned  to  give  light  to  the  other  parts, 
and  were  made  life  of.  for  walking,  and  tommon  ex- 
ercife. 
The  ninth      The  ninth  part  was  the  xyfti  and  xyfta  ;  between 
^ft/,  Md  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  made  a  great  difFc- 
thexyfta-   Tcncc  I  The  xyfii _ztt  the  crypt oporticuSj  or  covered 
galleries,  where  the  athleta^  in  the  feverity  of  winter, 
praftifed  their  exercifes,   but  never  contended  in  that 
place  for  the  prize. 

The  ^fta  were  the  fubdiaks  ambulationes^  open 
walks,  where,  in  the  wiriter  in  mild  weather,  and 
in  the  fummer,  when  the  heat  of  the  fun  was  not 
too  violent,  they  quitted  the  xyjliy  and  exercifed  or 
walked.  Thefe,  according  to  Vitruvius,  were  call* 
ed  by  the  Greeks  Tsrs^if^ofAihg,  of  which  there  were 
two  lorts  -,  one  open,  the  other  planted  with  the 
plane-tree,  to  give  a  fhade,  and  make  them  more 
agreeable.  Pliny  the  elder  takes  notice  of  them, 
where  he  obferves,  that  the  platans  were  much  cele- 
brated at  Athens^  for  making  their  walks  in  the  aca- 
demy gloomy  and  beautiful :  and  Pliny  the  younger 
fpeaks  of  them  with  more  than  ufual  pleafure. 
The  tenth  '^^^  tenth  part  of  the  gymnafia  was  the  baths,  of 
part  of  the  which  I  havc  already  endeavoured  to  give  you  as  full, 
jjfmnafia.    ^j^^j  ^  ^j^^j,  ^  defcrfption,  as  I  could  gather  and  di- 

geft,  from  the  various,  and  fometimes  incongruous 
accounts  of  different  authors.  Thefe  jarring  materials 
arife  probably  from  the  various  deligns  of  the  feveral 
baths,  where  fome  apartments  were  appropriated  to 
ufes  very  different  from  thofe,  to  which  they  were 
deftined  in  others.  I  muft  farther  add,  that  the  in- 
cjulgence  of  bathing  was  forbid,  by  way  of  mortifi- 
p^tion,  during  any  time  of  public  mourning,  or  cala^ 

mity, 
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tnity.  The  fame  punilhment  was  obferved  againft 
particular  perfons,  who  had  been  guilty  of  notorious 
mifdemcanours.  And  now,  my  Charles,  I  leave 
you  to  make  your  own  remarks  upon  thefe  ftupendous 
works  of  art  -,  of  which  the  few  remains,  and  the 
lamentable  ruins,  may  ferve  to  convince  us,  of  how 
fliort  duration  all  human  greatnefs  is  appointed  by 
the  unfearchable  decrees  of  heaven,  A  melancholy 
thought !  were  it  not  relieved  by  thofe  Chriftian  doc-  • 
trines,  that  lead  us  to  look  forward  to  real  glory,  and 
eternal  happinefs,  in  a  future  ftate. 

But  no  reflexions,  that  may  arife  upon  the  general 
decay  of  empire,  or  the  particular  devaflation  of  the 
theatres,  towers,  and  gorgeous  palaces  of  Romi^  can 
equal  that  aftonilhment,  with  which  we  muft  inuhedi- 
ately  be  filled,  in  a  fpeculative  review  of  the  origfti  and 
progrefs  of  the  Roman  government  -,  a  government 
begun  by  fratricide  and  murders,  augmented  by  rob^ 
beries  and  rapes,  eftablilhed  by  valour  and  conqueft, 
undone  by  luxury  and  vice.  It  muft  ever  feem  won- 
derful in  the  eye  of  contemplation;  that  .a  rabble,  con^ 
fifting  of  thieves  and  vagabonds,  fhould  form  them- 
felves  into  a  civil  fociety,  ihould  fubmit  to  laws,  and 
Ihould  be  paffive  to  re^  authority.  So  many  con- 
curring teftimonies  agree  in  this  point,  that  we  are  at 
a  lols,  which  moft  to  admire,  the  wifdom  of  Romu^ 
Lus,  or  the  obedience  of  his  people.  The  latter 
was  of  no  long  duration  -,  the  natural  fiercenefs  of 
his  fubjefts  broke  out,  foon  after  their  eftablifhment^ 
and  ended  in  the  fecret  deftruftion  of  their  king. 
Let  us,  if  you  pleafe,  leaving  out  all  the  fabulous 

garts  of  that  hiftory,  curforily  difcufs  the  ftate  of  the 
Lomans  under  their  feven  fucceflive  monarchs.  To 
go  farther  might  lead  us  into  too  large  a  field  :  and 
in  pafling  through  thofe  feven  reigns,  you  will  eafily 
diftinguilh  the  original  conftitutidn  and  progrefs  of 
the  Roman  fcnate,  during  the  monarchical  ftate. 

Th« 
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A  ^flcrta-  That  ^mhly  is  reprefeoted  as  a  branch  of  go, 
Jionarciiy*  vcmiTient,  in  which  aU  power,  or  at  leaft  an  equal 
Miifcnate  of  power  with  the  regal  authority,  was  eftablilhed  and 
*^'  confirmed.  But,  if  we  examine  minutely  the  feverat 
afts  of  fenate,  from  the  time  of  Romulus,  to  the 
baniftunent  of  Tarquinius  Superbus,  we  Qiall  find 
that  the  fenatorial  power  was  originally  confimed 
within  very  narrow  limits,  and  generally  gained,  or 
loflt  ground,  accordii^  to  the  diipofition  ot  the  prince 
upon  the  throne  I  tear,  even  in  fo  fhort  a  retrofpedt 
or  the  Roman  ftate,  k  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  a 
repetition  of  feveral  fai5b  perfeftly  well  known,  and 
copioufly  difcufled,  by  many  very  learned^  and  very 
impartial  authors.'  However,  as  thefe  are  fo  many 
leading  avenues  to  the  remarks  arifing  from  them,  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  go  into  any  new  road,  and  to 
arrive  at  the  voint  in  view. 

After  the  joundation  of  Rome^  Romulus  jpropoC- 
jed  to  his  colony^  then  confiiHng  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  men,  to  chufe  a  government,  that 
ihould  beft  fuit  with  their  own  inclinations.  He  laid 
before  them  three  forts  ^  monarchy,  ariftocracyt  and 
a  mixed  kind ;  not  abfolutely  a  republic,  but  a  go* 
vcmment,  in  which  the  people  were  to  have  fomc 
ibare.  They  unanimoufly  declared  for  monarchy,  and 
elected  Romulus  as  their  fovereign,  without  any  con- 
dition^ or  referve. 
s.  RoMu.  Romulus,  to  endear  himfelf  to  his  own  fubjedb, 
'•^»-  and  to  increafe  his  power  by  alluring  his  neighbours  to 
fibttle  within  his  territories,  began  his  reign  with  a 
ftrift  regard  to  juftice,  and  with  a  fincere  view  to  the 
lafety  and  happinels  of  his  people.  He  divided  his 
colony  into  three  equal  parts ;  which,  from  the  word 
tresj  lie  called  tribes.  They  afterwards  retained  their 
name,  although  their  number  was  encreafed.  He  then 
chofe  one  hundred  of  the  chiefeft,  and  mod  diftinguifh- 
The  rem.    cd  pcrfons,  whom  he  appointed  fenators^  and  called 

FithcUw.  them/^/^^^ ;  their  children  were  cdlXtA  ;patricians  •,  the 

reft 
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reft  yrext  called  pkMans ;  but  they  were  j^in  fepa-  Pkbdam. 
rated  into  two  forts,  and  diftinguilhed  by  the  two  titles 
dl^  patrons  and  cliems*  T^e  patrons  were  a  middle  pmtRmi  aai 
tank  between  the  power,  riches,  and  dignity  of  the*^^*^** 
faiators,  and  Ae  weaknds,  poverty,  andmeannefs  of 
the  populace.  The  patrons  were  to  affift,  proteS  and 
j&fend  their  c£ents,  each  patron  having  a  certain  num- 
ber of  femiHes  Under  his  own  immediate  proteftion. 
The  clients  were  obliged  to  contribute  towards  the  por- 
lions  allotted  for  the.dauditers  of  their  patrons,  whofe 
tairfom  they  were  ialfo  ooliged  to  pay,  and  the  ran- 
fom  of  their  fons  wheh  taken  in  war  ;  and  to  dit 
charge  them. .  Thfefe  were  fo  many  badges  of  their 
Aavery,  which  they  fodifhly  looked  upon  as  honours, 
and  remained  contented  amidil  labour,  miiery  and 
want.  In  the  beginning  of  this  new  ftate,  no  fena- 
tor  could  be  a  patron ;  the  fenatdrs  by  office  were 
Ae  judges  of  the  people  5  a  title  incompatible  with 
that  of  patron. 

Thus  the  whole  colony  was  divided  into  fenators,  '^^'^^ 
patrons,  and  clients.     Romulus  appointed  the  fenate  ° 
to  adminifter  juftice,  to  take  upon  them  the  care  of 
religion,  and  to  afllft  the  king  with  their  counfels, 
"Upon  any  occafion,  wherein  lie  acquired  their  advice. 
From  whence  we  may  obferve,  that  the  fenate,  al- 
though the  only  conn  of  judicature,  both  in  regal, 
and  in  religious  matters,  were  neverthelefs  control- 
Tible  by  the  king,  who,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  gave 
them  an  authority  fuperior  to  any  of  his  other  fubjeds, 
yet  did  not  thoroughly  diveft  himfelf  of  his  own  right 
and  power.     The  fenate,  by  the  original  foundation,  in  one  ia- 
feems  in  one  reipeft  not  unlike  the  privy  council  of  ^^"^.^*^« 
our  kings  of  England :  they  were  to  aflift  their  prince,  councU  of 
whenever  he  pleafed  to  fummon  them,   or  demand  ^"^^^^ 
their  afliftance :  They  might  advife,  but  the  king 
was  under  no  neceffity  to  follow  that  advice.    This 
indeed  is  the  fingle  inftance,  in  which  the  compa- 
lifcM>  hold$  J  for  the  fenators  were  for  life,  and  could 

not 
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1  ..... 

not  be  degraded,  except  on  occafion  of  fomc  mifde^ 

meanor,    and  then  only  by  the  judgement  of  their 

The  fent-  ovm  body  :  neither  did  the  king  name  the  fenate ;  he; 

ion,  in     granted  that  privilege  to  the  people :  ninety-nine  were 

rer*di"feX  elefted  out  of  the  patricians.     Each  tribe  chofe  three ; 

and  how     and  then,  each  tribe  being  divided  into  ten  curU^  or 

"^^'       parilhes,   each  curia  chofe  three,    which  made    the 

number  ninety-nine  :  And  Romul^us  chofe  one,  who 

♦  was  called  Princess  fenatus^  a  kind  of  lord  mayor, 

who  governed  Rcme  whilft  the  king  was  in  the  field. 

Thus  was  the  number  compleated.one  hundred.  Upon 

the  agreement  between  the  Romans  and  the  Sabines, 

Romulus  and  *  Titus  Tatius  reigned  in  Rome, 

Titus  formed  a  council  of  onq  hundred  fenators  of 

his  own  nation. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  fenate  had  not  any  power,  or 
permiflion  to  make  laws.  Rqmulus  referved  that 
prerogative  to  himfelf :  and  the  power  of  the  fenate 
was  only  executive,  not  legiflative.  But  during  the 
weaknefs  and  infancy  of  the  Roman  colony,  it  feems 
as  if  Romulus  had  fo  often  confulted  the  ien^te,  and 
applied  for  their  approbation,  that  from  thence  they 
affumed  a  right  or  being  always  confulted.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  king  finding,  by  perpetual  fuccefs,  a 
large  encreafe  of  riches,  fubjeas,  and  dominions, 
thirfted  after  the  exercife  of  more  power,  than  he  had 
hitherto  aimed  at,  or  affumed.  The  chief  paffion  of 
RoMULU3  was  ambition,  and  if  we  may  believe  a 
poet. 

Ambition  is  a  weed,  that*s  always  found 
To  fp'read  the  fartheft  in  the  richeft  ground  •, 

a  Titus  Tatius  was  murdered  at  the  altar  anno  urhis  14.  It 
is  probable,  that  Romulus  encouraged,  or  at  lead  connived  at 
the  murder.  Livr  tells  us^  that  Tatius  was  aiTaffinated  in  the 
Wy  of  Lavinium* 
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Fair  to  the  eye,  the  fragrant  bioflbms  rife. 
But  he,  who  plucks  the  fruit,  and  taftes  it,  dies. 

'The  fenators  were  now  no  longer  the  counfellors  and 
afllftants  of  their  prince  :  they  became  a  (hadow,  and 
^n  empty  name  :  they  were  aflcmbled  merely  to  pre- 
ferve  form^  or  only  to  communicate  to  the  people 
the  commands  of  tne  king ;  of  whofe  arbitrary  fway 
they  every  day  felt  frefh  inftances.  Thefe  repeated 
flights  enraged  the  fathers  ;  they  confpired  againft 
Romulus,  and  murdered  him  in  the  thirty  feventh 
year  of  his  reign ». 

The  firll  mifunderftanding  between  the  fenators, 
and  their  fovereign,    certtdnly  arofe  from  the  want  of 
proper  limits  ;  which  ought  originally  to  have  been 
fettled  for  their  mutual  benefit  and  direftion.    The 
fenators  imagined,  that  thn  had  a  larger  part  in  the 
legiflature,  and  a  greater  mare  ill  the  affairs  of  ftate, 
than   Romulus   intended  to  give  them :   and  then 
iagain  Romulus,  tired  with  their  formalities,  and  dif- 
agreement,    endeavoured  to  deprive  them  of  thofe 
rights,  and  ufages,  which  he  had  originally  granted, 
and   permitted  them  to  exercife.     Lide  ira  faciles. 
During  the  interregnumj  the  fenate,  now  two  hun- 
dred in  number,  took  upon  themfelves  the  govern- 
ment, with  a  defign  to  have  kept  it,  had  not  the 
people  broke  in  upon  thofe  intentions,  by  declaring, 
*'  they  were  relblved  to  have  a  king.**     The  fenate 
immediately  decreed,  that  the  people  fhould  choofe 
a  king,  but  referved  the  approbation  of  that  choice 
to  themfelves  :    and  the  people,  pleafcd  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  having  a  king,    remitted  the  choice  of  a 
fovereign  to  the  fenate,  who  chofe  Numa  Pqmpilius 
to  fill  the  vacant  throne.     If  Romulus  had  left  a  fon 
to  fucceed  him,  the  crown,  in  all  likelihood,  would 
have  been  hereditary  :  but,  he  dying  without  chil* 

s  See  HoOKi*8  ^oman  Hiftory,  page  44* 

drcn. 
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dren,  the  crown  became  ekftive  ^  the  people  claims 
ing  the  right  of  eledion,  and  the  fenate  or  approba- 
tion. 
«.  NvMA  During  the  reign  of  Numa  the  fenate  had  no  po\«r 
poMPiLi-  ^j-  making  laws.  All  hiftories  agree^  that  Numa,  by 
his  own  authority,  r^ulated  the  rkes  and  Ceremonies 
of  religion,  without  the  intervention  of  tbt  fenate.  I 
am  apt  to  impute  this  power  to  the  fiiperftitious  fear» 
which  the  Romans  entertained  of  the  goddeis  £g££lia» 
with  whom  the  king  pretended  to  hold  frequent  con- 
verfations  in  a  cave ;  and  from  whom  be  gave  outt 
fuch  maxims,  and  commands,  as  he  thought  moft 
conducible  to  the  benefit  of  the  ftate.  This  pious 
^ince  created  a  fct  of  rcli^ous  heralds,  cUkd/eciales. 
Their  office  was  to  demand  (atisfa^on,  in  cafe  the 
Romans  were  injured ;  and  if  the  ag^reffi>rs  refufed 
to  make  a  proper  fubniiflion  and  s^nowledgment^ 
the  heralds  were  then  to  return,  and  to  report  to  the 
king,  that  they  had  difcharged  their  duty,  and  that 
nothing  hindered  Rme  from  making  war.  He  alfo 
conftituted  pontifices  [priefts]  who  had  the  entire  nfia- 
nagement  of  aU  things  relating  to  religion^  and  the 
worihip  of  the  gods  :  they  had  a  prefident  called 
Pontif^sf  mofcimusy  and  they  aftemards  obtained  a  pri- 
vilege of  filling  up  the  vacant  polls  in  their  col- 
lege, indi&pendqnt  both  of  the  king,  and  the  peoplc- 
llie  whole  reign  of  Numa  was  a  fcene  of  prudence,' 
moderation,  and  piety.  His  pacific  temper,  and  pa* 
litigal  abilities,  very  happily  fucceeded  to^-Ae  rou^ 
and  fiery  nature  of  Romulus  :  and  his  c^ndu£i:,  and 
turn  of  rnyid,  feem  to  anfwer,  in  many  particulars, 
the  chara^er  of  Moses,  who  is  reprefented  to  us,  as 
a  man  very  meek^  alcove  all  the  mettj  which  are  upon 
the  face  $f  the  earth. 

On  the  death  of  Numa,   the  fenate,  during  the 

interregnum^   again  afliimed  the  government.     They 

aflernbled  the  people  by  their  authority,  who  cholc 

3.  TviiusTui-Lus  HosTiLius  fof  their  Jcing,  and  the  fenate 

confirmed 
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tonikmed  the  choice.  In  his  reign  it  apptfars^  dmt 
by  virtue  of  his  ibverdgn  authority,  and  iritfaout  aP 
fiftance  of  the  fenate,  or  the  formalities  of  a  trial,  he 
condemned  Fuffbtius,  general  of  the  Alban  arniy^ 
fyt  tr^ach^,  and  hi^  trcafon,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  torn  in  pieces  by  two  chariots.  The  puniflunenr 
was  rigotoufly  executed  according  to  the  king's  coran* 
mand :  nor  is  it  evident,  that  the  ienate  exerci&d  any 
jiadfcatute  during  his  whole  reign. 

On  the  death  of  Tullus,  the  fenate  took  upon 
themlHves  the  government.    The  people  ekded  An-  4j  Anitot  . 
ctf%  Martius,  and  the  fenate  confirmed  the  dcftion.  **^*^'''»^ 
In  his  reign  there  is  no  account  of  any  ads  of  ibite^ 
OTJu^cature,  by  &e  fenate. 

On  the  death  of  Akcus,  the  fenate,  as  ufuai,  af^ 
funied  die  government ;  the  people  eleded  TxiKty i  -  5  taiclvz- 
mus  Pktscus,  an  Hetrurian^  and  the  fenate  gavc^J,^'" 
their  apprcb^oa.  He  created  one  hundred  new 
fenators,  under  die  title  of  fenatcris  fmnonm  genti- 
Mm  y  ptX)baUy  becaiofe  they  were  chofen  out  of  diofc^ 
who  came  with  him  to  R^mes  or  out  of  die  people 
moft  zealous  for  his  ele^on  :  but  thefe  fenaftcirs,  al-« 
though  di^guiihdd  by  fuch  inferior  ride,  had  equal 
authority  with  die  former.  TAiLquiN,  finom  the 
time  of  his  coming  to  the  crown,  had  a  view  to 
make  it  hereditary  in  his  own  family  ;  and  to  obtain 
diis  end,  he  courted  both  the  fenate  and  the  people. 
He  augmented  their  powers  and  their  privileges  ^  but 
he  afted  this  part,  n6t  by  compulfion,  but  by  dhoice. 
If  the  fenate  gait^  ground  in  his  reign,  it  was 
owing  to  the  defign  he  had  o(  leaving  the  king- 
dom 10  his  own  fon.  And  when  he  mewed  fuch 
uncommon  fubmiffion  to  that  afiembly,  as  to  refufe 
certain  regal  ornaments  fent  to  him  from  Hetruria^ 
till  a  decree  pafTed,  that  he  might  wear  them,  he 
^ve  up  the  a|^arance  of  his  authority  in  a  trifle, 
in  hopes  of  feairing  to  himfelf,  by  foch  an  a&  of 
indulgence,'  the  great  point,  at  which  he  aimed,  of 

making 
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inakingtJie  crown  hereditary  ta  his  defcendants'i  a8 
leaft,  to  his  fons.     Upon  a  ft  rift  review  of  the  mo- 
.  narchical  government  of  Reme^  to  this  time,  it  appears 
unlimited,   and  without  reftridions,  except,    as  has 
been  already  obferved,   in  the  ceremony  of  making 
war.     The  cataftrophe  of  TARoyiNius  Priscus  is 
perfeftly  well  known.     He  was  murdfefed  by  the 
fons  of  Angus  Martius,  who  fled  as  foon  as  they 
had  killed  the  king ;  but  were  afterwatds'  taken  and 
executed; 
6.'SiKViu»     We  come  now  to  a  new  fcene :  Servius  Tulu^ 
T0LHUI.  us  prevailed  upon  the  fenatc  to  make  him  their  fo- 
vereign,  without  waiting  for  the  efeftion  of  the  peo- 
ple.   The  fenators  foon  repented  of  their  choice,  and 
attempted  to  dethrone  him,  by  alled^i^,  that  there 
was  no  interregnum^  and  that  confcquently  the  ele6ti^ 
on  was  void :  but  Servius  difappointed  their  defign, 
and  procured  himfelf  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 
The  alterations  and  additions,  which  this  prince  made 
in  the  government,  are .  remarkable.    He  added  a 
fourth  tribe  to  the  city,  and  divided  the  Roman  ter- 
ritories into  fifteen  counties,  tribes,  or  hundreds.     He 
inftituted  the  cenfusy  which  at  firft  only  imported  an 
eflimate,  or  valuation,  of  every  man's  eftate.    He 
feparated  all  the  Roman  people  into  fix  different  claflT- 
es;  and  gave,  ineflfeft,  to  the  firfl  clafs,  who  were 
the  richcft,  die  whole  authority  of  determining  fuch 
points,  as  were,   before  this  time,  fubmitted  to  the 
cognifance  of  the  people  in  the  comitidy  aflemblies,  to 
which  all  the  curia  were  fummoned,    where  every 
perfon  voted,  and  where  the  lower  rabble,  as  being 
moft  numerous,  often  prevailed.     He  then  divided  all 
the  clafles  into  centuries,  or  companies,  of  one  hun- 
dred men ;  and  in  the  firft  clafs  he  had  ninety  eight 
.centuries,  which  were  in. number  three  more  than 
the  other  clafTes;    fo  that  when  the  firft  clafs  was 
unaniipous,   the  oppofition  of  the  remaining  clafT- 
es was  firuitlcls,  and  ineffedual.     By  thb  method 

he 
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hfc  fecured  the  power  to  the  richcft  and  the  wifeft  of 
tiie  people  :   and  from  hence  came  the  titles^   comtiaCom^%oi^ 
curiatOj  £«?  comitia  centuriata :  there  was  alfo  another,  J|j[^'*^^; 
called  comitia  trihuta  •,  derived  from  the  word  tribes,  buta' 
He  divided  the  freedmen  into  four  tribes,  and  gave 
them  the  fame  privileges  as  plebeians.     The  fenators 
at  firft  murmured  at  this  divifion,  but  after  hearing 
his  reaibns,  they  were  pacified.    The  tribes  were  now 
encreafed  to  the  number  of  twenty  three. 

The  regal  predeceflcM^  of  Servius  had  referved  the 
cognifance  of  all  caufes,  both  public  and  private,  to 
themfelves.  Few  procefies  in  civil,  or  criminal  aflPairs, 
were  determined,  except  by  the  king  :  The  determi- 
nation of  the  fenate  and  the  people  was  only  as  ad- 
vifers,  and  approvers  of  the  king,  and  his  edifts.  The 
king  firft  examined,  and  prepared  all  caufes  for  a 
public  hearing ;  and  the  people  gave  their  votes  ac- 
cording to  the  manner,  in  which  their  ibvereign  rc« 
prefented  whatever  he  thought  proper  to  lay  before 
them.  But  if  they  rejefted  his  propofidoxis,  their  dif- 
fent  was  of  no  confequence :  the  king  might  fiill  pur- 
fue  what  meafures  he  thought  proper. 

Servius  finding  this  burden  too  great,  referved 
only  aflFairs  of  ftate  to  himfelf,  and  committed  the  ex- 
amination of  ordinary  fuits  to  the  fenate.  He  laid  down 
a  form  of  proceedings  for  them,  but  ablblutely  tranf- 
ferred  the  care  and  power  of  trying  private  caufes, 
from  himfelf  into  other  hands.  Here  indeed  Ser- 
vius parted  with  a  great  prerogative  of  the  crown  ; 
and  rendered  it  in  fome  meafure  not  fo  abfolute  as  it 
had  been.  The  fenate  were  no  fooner  armed  with 
weapons,  than  they  employed  thofe  weapons  againft 
Servius  himfelf.  He  was  obliged  to  appear  before 
them  to  defend  his  right  to  the  crown,  in  a  difput^ 

«  The  comitia  trihuta  were  put  in  praftice  at  the  trial  of  CoRi- 
OLANUs,  where  he  received  fcntcnce  of  perpetual  baniihm^t^ 
See  Hookb's  Roman  Hiftory,  book  i.  chap.  7.  p.  92. 

Vol.  L  C  betwixt 
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betwixt  him  and  his  fon-in-law  TAnciyiii.  This  vai 
the  firft  ftep  towards  the  power  of  the  fcnate*  ThaC 
aflfembly  had  hitherto  been  of  litde  confequejice.  The 
•'  quick  progrefs  they  made^  in  the  enlargeoaent  of  that 
power,  will  foon  appear. 

Seryius  TuLLius,  although  his  ri^t  tin  the  crown 
was  adjudged,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  fenate 

SiTjsV'^^  the  people,  was  foon  after  murdered  by  Tar-? 

rftnaus/  QuiNius  SupERBus,  who  fctzcd  upon  the  royal  dia-» 
dcm  by  violence,  fought  no  ele6tion,  and  defended 
himfelf  by  his  guards.  His  numerous  aSts  of  tyran- 
ny, and  the  rape  of  Lucretia  by  his  fon,  gave  the 
Romans  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  a  fpirit  becoming 
the  greateft  people  in  the  world.  They  banilhed 
Tarquin,  and  they  extirpated  the  race  of  king?* 
But  before  we  look  into  the  new  form  of  government^ 
let  us  confider  what  obfervations  will  naturally  occur 
ia  relation  to  the  Roman  fenate,  during  the  monar-^ 
chical  fbil4  which  Florus  calls  the  childhood  of 
Rome* 

THe^wcr      j^  is  pl^tfi,  that  the  fenators  owed  their  rife  to  Ro^ 

wte*  *"  MULus,  and  had  no  power,  except  what  he  granted. 
The  power,  firft  granted,  was  only  to  adminifter 
juftice,  to  take  care  of  religion,  and  to  affift  the  king 
with  their  counfels  on  occafion. 
.  The  fenate  had  no  certain  independent  power,  till 
the.  law  of  Servius  Tullius.  Before  that  time, 
whatever  fhew  of  authority  they  might  fometimes  cx- 
crcife,  it  was  owing  more  to  tM  moderation  and  leni- 
ty of  the  kings,  than  to  ^y  abfolute  right  in  the  fe- 
nate. Their  only  pofitive  power  was  during  the  in- 
terregnum ;  betwixt  the  death  of  one  king,  and  the 
dedtion  of  another.  Then  they  affembled  the  peo- 
ple, who  chofe  the  king,  and  they  confirmed  the 
popular  choice ;  and  if  they  had  afted  otherwife,  in 
all  probability  they  might  have  been  torn  to  pieces. 

The  only  rights  inherent  to  the  people  were  their 
mffemldies,  the  eleftion  of  a  king,  and  th?  choice  of 
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pM^es^  aufpkes,  and  augtirs.  This  was  the  fitua- 
tjon  of  Rome  during  the  nrft  two  hundred  and  forty 
three  years. 

The  cataftrophc  of  Luciietia  raifed  an  univerfalThebanUh. 
alarm.  The  fenate  immediately  affembied,  and  p^0fed  ?"*^/,^^ 
a  dea^e,  in  which  they  condemned  the  Tarquins,  ««*  ^^  enJi 
and  all  their  jpoftcrity,  to  perpetual  banifhment  ichy?'*"*'' 
they  deprived  uicm  of  all  the  ri^ts  and  honours  of 
the  regal  power  \  and  they  prohibited  every  citizen, 
upon  pain  of  death,  either  to  aft,  or  Ipeak  in  favour 
of  that  fanuly.  Brutus,  who  was  tribune  of  Tar- 
quin's  horfe-guards,  an  office  to  which  the  power  ci 
9flembling  the;  comtia  was  annexed,  after  a  ihort  /»• 
terregnum^  in  which  the  adminiifaration  was  entruft- 
cd  to  Sp.  Lucretius,  governor  of  Rjome^  brought  all 
the  people, ,  lawfully  affembied  by  curia^  into  the 
iifual  place,  where  thej  gave  their  votes.  The  peo- 
ple were  unanimous,  and  a  decree  was  made  with 
one  v(Hce,  that  the  Tarquins  ihould  no  longer  be  fuf- 
fered  to  rule  upon  the  ihrone,  or  to  remain  in  Rome  \ 
and  that  their  adherents  ihould  be  puniihed  by  death. 
Here  we  fee  a  diftindion  made  betwixt  the  royal  fe* 
mily,  and  their  followers :  the  princes  were  only  to  be 
bamOied,  but  their  adherents  were  to  fuffer  death. 
Such  an  ediQ:  fhews  in  how  great  reverence  this 
rifing  nation  held  their  }dngs>  at  a  time  when  death 
fccmed  almoft  too  mild  a  punifliment  for  the  Tarqui- 
nian  race*    . 

Brutus,  in  his  fpeech  upon  this  occafion,  faid.  The  fpfeck 
that  he  very  well  underftood  Uie  divifions  between  the<»^^*" 
people,  and  the  fenate  5  and  the  mutual  Jealoufies, 
that  they  entertained  of  each  other ;  jealoufies,  which 
had  given  great  advantages  to  the  tyrannic  dilpofition 
of  the  kings.  He  added,  that  Romulus,  and  fuch 
of  his  fucceffors,  who  a(9^  with  wifdom  and  inte- 
grity, had  endeavoured  to  keep  the  balance  of  the 
two  contending  parties  even,  and  to  moderat:e  the 
incroachments,  that  were  attempted  on  either  fide. 
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"  This,  fays  he,  muft  be  the  work  alfo  of  our  future 
*'  government :  but,  becaufe  the  power  of  reigning 
'  *'  over  the  Roman  ftate  is  a  dominion  not  to  be  en- 
*'  trufted  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  let  us  appoint 
**  two  annual  magiftrates,  who  fhall  have  the  name 
**  of  confuls.  And  that  we  may  ftill  retain  the  ve- 
*'  nerable  name  of.  king,  let  us  fix  upon  one  parti- 
•'  cular  perfon,  who  fhall  have  the  fuperintendency  of 
*'  reli^on,  and  fhall  be  called  the  king  of  facred 
**  things ;  and  let  his  office  be  for  life." 

To  this  purpofe  fpoke  L.  Junius  Brutus  ;  and  the 
fenate  and  people  immediately  eflablifhed  the   new 
form  of  government  propofed  to  their  choice ;  a  form, 
which,  however  well  defigned,  had,  in  effeft,  no  other 
difference,  than  the  exchange  of  one  abfblute  king, 
for  two  as  abfolute  confuls.    If  the  people  were  pleaf- 
ed,  the  fenators  had  no  lefs  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  ; 
for  as  they  were  the  firfl  body  in  the  republic,  fb 
were  they  mofl  concerned  to  exclude  the  kings,  who 
•  always  kept  them  in  a  flate  of  dependence,  and  fome- 
times  under  oppreffion.  Servius  Tullius  gave  them 
the  firft  tafle  of  power  and  authority,  which  had  he 
not  done,  it  is  probable  neither  the  tyranny  of  Tar- 
quiN,  nor  the  rape  of  Lucretia,  would  have  awak- 
ened in  them  the  fenfe  of  liberty,  or  the  defire  of  fo 
total  a  revolution  in  the  flate. 
The  fcni-       The  right  of  naming  fenators,  and  of  filling  up  the 
Slacd^     vacancies,  when  any  family  was  extinft,  or  attainted, 
belonged  at  firfl  to  the  kings.     Upon  the  demolition 
of  monarchy,  the  confuls  chofe  the  fenatorial  fathers, 
and  referred  to  the  people,  for  approbation.     At  laft 
the  cenfors  engrofled  the  whole  privilege  of  confer- 
'  ring  this  great  honour.     He,  who  was  placed  firfl  in 
the  cenfor*s  roll,  the  lifl,  which  contained  the  names 
of  all  the  fenators,  was  deemed  princeps  fenaius.    But 
the    confuls,    diftators,    and  chief  magiflrates  took 
place  of  him,   and  were  his  fuperiors  in  the  fenate 
houfe. 
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The  power  of  aflembling  the  fenate  was  now  rati-  The  power 
ficd  in  the  tonjklsj  and  afterwards  in  the  praters^  the  bUngthcfe- 
tribunes  of  the  commons,   and  the  interrex^  except  "**«• 
upon  extraordinary  occafions ;  and  then  the  tribuni 
Tnilitum^  who  were  invefted  with  confular  power,  and 
the  decenruirii  who  were  appointed  to  regulate  the 
laws,  could  aflcmble  the  fenate,  when  they  thought 
proper :  and  this  power  was  extended  to  otiier  magi- 
ftrates  of  left  dimnftion,  who  were  chofen  in  great 
emergencies,  and  upon  unufual  events. 

.  If  we  confider  the  Romans  in  their  new  form  of 
government,  we  fliall  find,  that  they  owed  their  great- 
nefs  to  a  ftcady  perfeverance,  arifing  almoft  to  an  in- 
veterate obftinacy,  in  all  their  undertakings.  Of  this 
kind,  joined  to  an  artful  piece  of  barbarity,  was  that 
perverfe  and  cruel  a6tion  of  Brutus,  who  perfifled 
in  the  execution  of  his  own  children,  contrary  to  the 
yearnings  of  nature,  the  diftates  of  humanity,  and 
the  outcries  of  the  people.  A  fhort  account  of  the 
conlpiracy,  and  of  the  trial  of  thefe  parricides,  may 
ferve  to  aifcover  fome  of  the  Roman  ufages,  and  the  ' 
ftate  of  judicature  in  thofe  times.  And  it  may  firft 
be  premficd,  that  the  accufation  was  not  in  writing, 
as  with  us,  but  verbal  only ;  and  the  accufed  were 
obliged  to  anfwer  immediately  ;  and  when  the  prifbn- 
ers  refufed  to  anfwer,  or  plead,  or,  as  we  fay,  ftood 
mute,  it  was  a  confeflion  of  guilt,  and  an  acknow- 
ledgment, that  the  accufation  was  juft. 

The  (bns  of  Brutus,  and  the  nephews  of  CoL-Theconfpi. 
LATiNus,  had  entered  into  an  engagement  with  feve-fon][ofBLu. 
ral  of  the  young  Patricians,  to  deftroy  the  confuls,  tub,  and 
and  to  reftore  the  kings.  They  had  bound  themfelves  o/coIlZ* 
up  to  this  engagement  by  an  horrid  oath,  and  byTiNus, 
dreadful  ceremonies.      They   had  facrificed  a  man, 
they  had  made  libations,  of  his  blood  to  the  gods, 
and  they  had  fworn  over  his  trembling  entrails,  to 
abolifh  the  commonwealth,  and  to  reinftate  the  Tar- 
quins.    Their  refolutions  were  difcoveredby  Vindi- 
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cms,  a  Roman  (kve  ;  and  the  people  were  immedi- 
ately fummoned  t6  the  comtiay  where  the  confuls, 
JBrutus  and  Collatinus,  fat  on  the  tribunal  of  juf- 
tice.    The  prifoners,  wth  their  hands  tied  behind 
them,  were  fattened  to  ftakes.    And  Brutus  began 
with  the  trial  of  his  own  fons,  Titus  and  Tiberius. 
'^%^of     '^^^  flave,  who  had  difcovered  the  conlpiracy,  was 
BjiwTwi.    examined,  and  his  teftimony  was  full,  clear,  andun- 
anfwerable.    The  aflbciation,  figned  by  the  confoi- 
rators,  in  favour  of  the  Tarquinian  family,  was  dfo 
produced  ;    and  the  whole  plot  was  fo  manifeft,  that 
the  prifoners  relied  more  upon  the  eloquence  of  their 
tears,   than  upon  any  other  defence.     The   con&l 
Brutus  rofe  up  with  that  kind  of  coolnefs,  which 
rather  meets  with  amazement  than  applaufe,  and  de- 
illfiandcd  what  his  fons  had  to  fay  in  their  own  vindi- 
cation.    They  were  filent,  and  their  filence  confefled 
their  guilt.     They  were  three  times  called  upon  to 
(lefend  themfelves,  and  as  they  ftill  continued  filent, 
they  were   convifted  upon  the  evidence,    that  had 
been  given.     And  the  fentence  of  death  was  to  be 
pronounced  againft  them,  when  a  general,  murmur 
of  compaffion  difcovered  itfelf  amongft  the  fenators, 
jknd  the  people,    They  pitied  the  father,  and  the  un^ 
cle,    and  were  willing  to  mitigate  the  feptence,  by 
petitioning  the  confuls,  in  thefe  words,  and  with  one 
general  voice,  '♦  Spare  their  lives,  and  fend  them  in-» 
.  **  to  banifliment."    But  Brutus,  inexorably  rigid, 
&nd  abfolutely  determined  not  to  depart  from  the 
'  ftrifteft  rules  of  juftice,    pronounced  this  fentence 
againft  his  two  unhappy  fons,    "  LiHors^  I  deliver 
*^  them  over  to  you,  to  execute  the  law  upon  them.'* 
The  people  were  fhocked  at  the  inhumanity  of  his 
pature,  and  difcovered  in  their  looks  aU  the  marks 
of  forrOw  ^nd  confternation.    But  the  conful  remain^ 
^d  unmoved :    h^  fcorned  to  abate  any  one  of  the 
puniflimcnts  allotted  to  the  greateft  criminals.    He 
ferdcfed  thepi  to  \k  ^«t?n  wiA  rods  in  his  pyefencei 

sa4 


LIFE  of  I^LINY.  XXXIX 

iM  he  ftaid  tb  fee  their  heads  ftruck  off":  v4ien  this 
kft  foene  Waa  over,  he  quitted  the  tribunal^  and  went 
home. 

After  the  d^rture  rf  Brutus,  the  trial  of  Ac  The  trial  of 
Aqvilhj  ne|)hews  to  Collatinus,  fell  to  the  Iharef*;'^^"'' 
of  that  cohiul.  His  proceedings  were  very  different 
from  thofe  of  his  coUegue  :  he  would  have  allowed 
the  prifoneris  one  whole  day  to  clear  thcmfeives.  This  '  ^  '.7^ 
intended  partiality  enraged  and  furprifed  the  people. 
But  Aeir  aftonifliment  was  ftill  greater,  when  he  or- 
dered their  flave,  Vindicius,  the  principal  witnefi 
agaii^  the  confoirators,  to  be  delivered  to  his  maf- 
ters  5  a  jHece  of  nepotifm,  which  met  with  the  op- 
pofition  it  deferved.  Valerius,  a  Roman  of  ftnft 
virtue,  although  fdfely  fafpefted  to  favour  the  Tar- 
quins,  having  been  joined  by  his  friends  and  clients, 
refcued  Vim dicius  From  the  hands  of  the  liftors,  and 
faved  die  man,  who  had  faved  the  ftate.  The  tu- 
mult «icreafing,  Brutus  was  called  back  to  the  co- 
mtiai  where  he  made  this  remarkable  fpeech :  "  Ro- 
mans, the  authority  I  had  over  my  oiildren,  made 
me  facrifice  them  to  the  public  welfare.  The  au- 
thority, which  the  law  gives  you  over  all  the  fub- 
*^  jcfts  of  the  commonwealth,  leaves  you  to  deter- 
•'  mine  the  fate  rf  the  prifoners.by  your  fuffrages. 
**  Either  condemn  my  want  of  mercy,  by  inftances 
**  of  lenity ;  or  approve  my  firmnefs  of  mind,  by 
*^  examples  of  juftice."  The  n^n>  immediately  voted 
liberty  and  a  reward  to  Vindicius,  and  condemned 
the  confpkators,  firft  to  undergo  the  ignominy  of  be- 
ing whipt,  and  afterwards  to  lofe  their  heads. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  people  would  have  pardon-  ^«^^°"? 
ed  tJie  fons  of  Brutus,  or  at  leaft  would  have  roiti- J^J^urof** 
^xok  their  punifliment :  but  they  were  obliged  toBiuTws. 
IRibmit  to  the  judgement  and  decilion  of  the  confuL 
The  difficulty  then  prefents  itfelf  from  the  fpeech  of 
SRu*tys,  on  his  tcturn  to  die  comitia.    He  tells  the 
Jpee|fc>  thftt  te  excjctfted  his  fons  by  his  paternal  au- 
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thority  %  but  the  pardon,  or  condemnation  of  tW 
other  prifoners,  was  vcftcd  entirely  in  the  curiif» 
Certainly  it  was  not.  The  fpeech  of  Brutus  was  aL 
piece  of  artifice,  to  gain  the  aflfe6bions  of  the  people. 
And  we  &sxd  afterwards,  by  divefting  himfelf  in  the 
fame  manner  of  a  real  authority,  and  tranflating  the 
power  into  the  hands  of  Ae  curue^  he  gained  his 
point,  inrenwving  Collatinus  from  the  confulfhip^ 
It  is  true,  as  a  father,  the  Roman  laws  had  given 
him  the  power  over  the  lives  of  his  children :  but  it 
is  evident,  he  did  not  execute  his  fons  by  virtue  of 
thofe  laws.  Such  executions  muft  have  been  private^ 
as  the  oflfence,  which  incurred  the  punilhment,  could 
tend  only  to  the  perfon  of  the  father,  or  the  difturb- 
ance  of  his  private .  family.  But  the  crimes  ot  the 
fons  of  Brutus  were  of  another  nature.  They  at- 
fedted  the  public,  and  therefore  the  criminals  under- 
went the  punifliment  of  the/^y?^^,  which,  as  freemen 
of  Rome^  they  could  not  have  undergone,  unlefs  they 
had  been  convifted  of  treafon  againft  the  ft^e.  Bru- 
tus, a  man  of  infinite  cunning  and  forefight,  knew 
when  to  loofen,  and  when  to  draw  in  the  reins  of 
power  ;  and  the  people  were  amply  fatisfied  with  the 
appearance  of  an  authority,  which  was  granted  only 
to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  conful,  and  to  forward 
the  fiiture  accomplifhments  of  his  defigns. 

The  ftate  of  Rome^  which  had  formerly  gone  under 
the  denomination  of  a  kingdom,  was  now  changed 
into  a  commonwealth.  But  the  government  itfelf 
fuffered  little  or  no  alteration,  except  of  names. 
The  confuls,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  fucceeded 
to  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  preceding  kings. 
They  had  the  care  and  difpofal  of  the  treafury.  They 
h^d  the  right  of  declaring  war,  and  of  concluding 
peace  5  and  the  power  of  determining  civil  and  cri^ 
ininal  caufes,  Junius  Brutus  and  Tarqijinius 
Cqllatinus  were  the  firft  confuls,    whom  the  Ro-< 

.  mP»l>?  ele^ed,    The  tettw  wa3  chgfeo  in  pr^fer^nqe 
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to'P.  VALiRTas;  ^hofe  mind^va^  mucb  <:&agrlI\cld^ 
and  whofe  ambition  was  extftmely  difappoiivled  aC 
feei^'  a  branch  of  die  Tarc|uin  family  preferred  to 
himtelf.  From  this  difappointment  may  be  deduced 
the^fource  .of  all  the  future  adions  of  Valerias  i 
a&ions,  which  firft  kindled  the  people  into  fediticMi 
and  outrages,  and  afterwards  led  them  to  gra(|>  at 
arbitrary  power.  P.  Valerius  was  a  man  of  great 
virtues,  and  of  great  ambition  :  in  talents,  courage^ 
and  judgement,  he  was  efteemed  fuperior  to  the 
conful  CoLLATiNus,  who  foon  became  a  vidim  to 
the  cunning  of  Brutus,  and  to  the  ambiti€»i  of 
Valerius  :  nor  need  I  trouble  you  with  the  parti* 
culars  of  a  faft  fo  univerfally  known,  as  the  abdica- 
tion of  Collatinus,  and  the  eleftion  of  Valerius 
in  his  ftcad.  The  new  conful,  and  his  coUegue  Bru* 
Tus,  began  their  adminiftration  by  making  a  lawy 
which  granted  a  general  amnefty  to  all,  who  had 
followed  the  Tarqums,  and  who  fhould  return  with* 
in  twenty  days ;  but  if  in  that  time  they  did  not  ap- 
pear, their  effefts  were  to  be  confifcatcd,  and  their 
baniihment  was  to  be  declared  perpetual. 

Tarquinius  Superbus  had  at  this  junfture  aflcm- 
Hed  an  army  of  great  force.  The  Romans,  headed 
by  their  confuls,  went  out  to  meet  their  enemies,  and 
a  battle  enfued.  Brutus  fell  in  a  fingle  combat  with 
Aruns.  The  numbers  of  foldiers  killed  on  each 
fide  were .  equal,  and  the  viftory  remained  dubious, 
till  by  a  ftratagem  of  a  pretended,  voice  from  heaven, 
the  Romans  were  encouraged,  and  the  Tarquinians 
and  Veientes  were  difinaycd  into  a  precipitate  and 
fliameful  flight.  Valerius  triumphed  for  his  vic- 
tory over  the  Tarquins.  But  it  is  not  mentioned, 
whether  this  triumph  was  by  his  own  authority,  or 
by  decree  either  of  the.fenate,  or  of  the  people.  We 
may  prefume  the  triumph  was  aflumed  by  his  own 
authority  :  the  kings  had  often  triumphed,  and,  at 
prefcnt,  the  wnfular  power  was  equal  to  what  the 
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lADiurdiical  power  had  been  :  otherwiie  the  tiiumph 
muft  have  been  authorifed  by  the  fenate  ^  the  people 
not  having  yet  pretended  to  intermeddle  in  granting 
honours^ 

Valerius,  after  the  death  of  Bkutus,  feemed  in 
no  hafte  to  have  a  coUegue  chofen.     He  omitted  to 
aflfemble  the  people,  and  his  delay  gave  room  fbr  jea^ 
loufy.     It  was  furmifed,  that  he  intended  to  ad  alone. 
Men  of  hb  caft  of  mind  are  impatient  of  equals,  and 
very  defirous  of  reigning  without  a  partner.    The 
jealoulies  of  him  were  enoeafed   by  a  magnificent 
hou(e,   which  he  was  at  this  time  building,   upon 
that  part  of  the  hill  Palatinus^  called  the  uf^er  Vdia. 
This  hill  commanded  the  Forum  Romanumj  and  the 
CmniHum^  fo  that  the  houfe  appeared  to  the  fufpicious 
Romans  as  a  fcxtrefs,  from  whence  he  might  com- 
mand the  whok  city.    Surmifes  of  this  fort  were  too 
univerfal,  not  to  reach  the  ears  of  the  conful,  and  his 
friends.    He  liftened  to  advice,  and  haftened  to  re* 
move  the  murmurs  of  his  fellow  citizens.    He  fent 
workmen  in  the  night  to  pull  down  his  great  houie, 
and  the  next  morning  he  defired  to  juftify  himfclf  in 
a  public  i^)eech.     As  a  preparation  to  prepoflefs  bis 
Audience  in  his  favour,  he  ordered  his  liftors  to  bow 
ihtfafces  before  the  people.      In  this  ftep  he  fervilely 
departed  from  the  ciignity  of  a  conful.    Such  a  pre- 
fedent  was  of  dangerous  confequence ;    it  elevated 
riie  thoughts  of  the  people  towards  majefly  and  pow- 
er,    Livy ,  who  makes  the  beft  fpeeches  of  any  hif- 
torism,  ^vcs  a  peculiar  turn  to  the  oration  of  Vale- 
rius, concluding  it  in  this  manner :  *'  *  The  liberty  of 
•*  Rome  (hall  never  be  endangered,  Romans,  by  the 
*•  houfe  of  Pu».  Valerius  :  your  ^(?/rtf  ihall  be  fafe. 

*  Ntn  9hftahuni  P.  Valerh  mdes  iibertmti  ^tfitd^^  ^iritis  : 
iuta  $ril  vjlh  Velio,  De/eram  non  in  planum  moslo  adiS^  Jed  colli 
itiam  fuhjiciam  ;  ut  <vosfupra/ufpeBum  me  civem  babitetis.  In  Velta 

^dificent,  nkthts  HieHui  iuam  P.  Vaxerio  ctcditur  libertas.    Liv. 

«  I  will 
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*<  I  will  not  orij  bring  my  houfe  into  the  pldif^  but 
*^  1  will  build  it  at  die  foot  of  the  hill ',  that  you 
**  may  dwdi  ovct  the  he&d  of  a  citizen,  whom  you 
**  fulpedh  Let  thofe  dwell  in  Felia,  to  whom  you 
^*  can  more  fafely  ehtruft  your  liberties,  than  to  Va- 

**    LERIUS.** 

This  i^peech  carried  in  it  fubmiffion  and  reproach^ 
and  roufcd  the  multitude  to  look  back  on  the  former 
^reat  anions  erf  Valerius.  Their  jealoufies  were 
in^mediatdy  removeds^  and  their  fears  were  calmed^ 
by  rcconfidaing  his  foperior  merits. 

The  camitia  were  now  ordered  to  aflfemble ;  aiid 
the  hiftoriasis  tell  us,  that  the  people  were  left  ai^ 
tfarely  free  in  the  eleftion  of  a  new  conful.  Such  an 
extent  of  power  granted  to  the  people,  at  this  time, 
IS  very  remarkable.  They  had  a  right  to  chufe  theii: 
kings,  and  afterwards  their  confuls ;  but  that  choice 
was  to  be  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  fenate.  If 
the  people  had  an  entire  freedoni  of  choice^  with- 
out any  appeal  to  the  fenate^  as  upon  this  occafion 
they  feem  to  have  aiEimed  ;  that  freedom  was  an  in- 
frir^ment  upon  the  rights  of  the  fenate,  and  can 
only  be  accounted  for  in  this  manner.  Valerius^ 
if  we  may  judge  of  his  views  by  his  adions,  aimed 
at  fuch  a  degree  of  popularity,  as  fhould  fecure  him 
in  the  government,  aiid  confirm  him  in  future  con- 
fulfhips  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  To  efFed  this 
defign,  he  not  only  found  it  neceflary  to  weaken  the 
dignity,  and  to  leflen  the  privileges  of  the  confuls 
and  fenate,  but  to  augment  the  power,  and  heighten 
the  authority  ofwthe  people.  Having  attempted  in 
vain  to  be  a  king,  it  is  probable  he  turned  his  thoughts  , 
towards  a  perpetual  confulfhip.  Here,  my  Charles, 
perhap  I  may  incur  your  cenfure  ;  you  will  imagine 
me  too  fevere  againft  a  Roman,  whom  hiftoiy  cha- 
rafterifes  as  a  patriot,  and  who,  by  various  inftairtces 
of  humanity,  attained  the  very  fummit  of  popular 
love  and  applaufe.     But  allow  me  to  hint  to  you, 

th« 
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that  ambition,  where  Ihe  aims  to  be  moft  prevalent,' 
puts  on  i^  refembling  a  tnaik  of  virtw,  as  renderar 
the  deceit  yery  difficult  to  be  perceived.  Other  vice* 
will  fomctimes  venture  boldly  to  Ihew  themfelves, 
and  will  audacioufly  boail  their  acquifitions  in  de-^ 
fiance  to  the  cenfure  of  mankind  :  but  ambition  is 
always  filent:,  and  tries  every  ihape  to  avoid  a  difco- 
very.  Her  aftions  feem  to  flow  from  pure  ftreams, 
add  living  fountains.  But  upon  a  dole  inquilition, 
they  will  be  found  drawn  from  deep  and  dirty  welk, 
or  from  pools  df  filth  and  mire,  not  unmixed  with 
Wood.  Let  us  now  refume  the  hift^ry,  and  proceed 
to  tell  you,  that  Sp.  Lucretiu$,  the  father  of  Lu- 
CRETIA,  was  chofen  conful  in  the  room  of  Brutus. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  moft  unblemiihe^  chara£ter,  but 
being  old,  and  infirm,  lived  not  many  days,  leaving 
Valerius  once  again  in  the  fble  poileffion  of  the  con- 
fular  power. 

Before  the  deftion  of  another  conful.  Pub.  Vale- 
rius made  fb  many  laws  in  favour  of  the  people,  that 
he  obtained  the  name  of  Fublicola  :  and  became 
the  idol  of  the  plebeians,  whom,  in  return,  he  court- 
ed by  all  a6b  of  fervice,  even  to  the  deftrudion  of 
the  prdent  conftitution. 

He  had  already  obliged  the  liftors  to  lower  the 
fafces  l>cfi)re  the  aflembly  of  the  people  ;  he  now  be- 

Jjan  his  adminiftration,  by  altering  xht  fafces  them- 
dves.  He  ordered  the  axes  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
fafces^i  left  the  fight  of  thofc  inftruments  of  death 
ihould  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  people.  This  was  a 
frefh  inftance  of  ambitious  cunning  in  Publicola. 
He  knew,,  that  trifling  forms,  and  ufelefs  ceremonies, 
captivate  the  vulgar ;  and  he  was  refolved  to  feize 
every  opportunity  and  drcumftance,  that  could  en- 
dear him  to  thdr  affe6bions. 
The  laws  of    The  laws  he  enafted,  whilft  he  remained  alone  in 

Publico-    (he  COnfulftlip,   WCrC  thefc  ; 
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^e  firfi^  that  every  xriminal  he  allimed  to  appeal  tif 
the  people :  and  that  no  find  fentence  be  given^  except  kf 
decree  af  the  curise. 

The  fecendj  that  all  artificers  be  dif charged^  and 
excufed  from  paying  tribute  \  and  alfo  all  widows  onA 
old  men^  who  have  not  children  to  fupport  and  reUeve 
them. 

The  thirds  that  there  be  an  abfolute  fubmffion  to  tbi 
orders  of  the  confuls  ;  and  that  fuch  perfons^  who  ^f^ 
obey  fuch  orders^,  be  fined  in  the  value  of  five  oxen,  and 
two  rams. 

The  fourth^  that  any  perfon^  who  fhall  know  of^ 
formed  defign  to  ufurp  the  regal  power y  be  permitted  t0 
kill  the  author  of  fuch  a  defign^  without  waiting  till  bt 
he  legally  condemned.  And  that  the  fame  punifhnunt  be 
appointed  for  all  thofcj  who  ufurp  any  public  office  witb-^ 
out  confent  of  the  people. 

Thefe  four  laws  demand  a  moment's  attention. 
The  firft  is  contrary  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  ftatc 
under  the  confuls  :  it  removes  all  power  from  themf, 
and  fixes  the  dominion  in  the  people.  Nor  can  it 
be  fuppofed,  that  one  conful  could  legally  difpofc  of 
the  rights  of  his  coUegue,  which  were  equal  with  his 
own.  This  law  was  the  occafion  of  much  future  mif- 
chief  to  the  republic. 

The  fecond  law  is  very  humane,  and  veryjuft; 
more  elpecially  in  regard  to  the  widows  and  old  men. 

The  third  has  the  appearance  of  giving  power  to 
the  confuls,  but  the  reality  of  that  power  is  deftroyed 
by  the  firft  law,  which  leaves  a  conftant  appeal  from 
the  confular  decrees  to  the  people. 

The  fourth  law  was  probably  enafted  to  (hojiir  the 
Romans,  what  an  abhorrence  Publicola  entertained 
of  monarchy :  the  latter  part  was  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  people. 

Hitherto  the  public  treafure  had  been  committed 
and  entrufted  to  the  care  of  the  kings,  and,  after 
their  expulfion,  to  the  confuU.    Publicoxa,  by  his 

own 


An  E  $  S  AY  on  the 

own  authority,  removed  this  truft  from  the  confuls  to 
the  people,  who  chofe  out  of  their  own  body  two 
quaftbrSi  from  hence  called  quajiores  ararii^  to  whom 
they  delivered  the  management  and  cuftody  of  the 
trcafury. 

Thus  did  one  man,  inverted  with  the  might  and 
majefty,  but  detained  from  the  title  of  a  king,  by 
various  innovations,  and  notorious  infringements  upon 
the  confular  and  fenatorial  rights,  create  and  confirm 
H  new  right  in  the  people.  And  thus  were  the  ac- 
tions of  PuBLicoLA  more  arbitrary  in  their  beginnings 
und,  a$  it  afterwards  proved,  more  pernicious  in  their 
Con&quence,  than  the  edids  of  king  Tarquin  the 
proud. 

Marcus  Horatius  Pulvillus,  according  to 
Livy,  fucceeded  Sp*  Lucretius  in  the  confulmip. 
A  moil  flagrant  inftarice  of  the  envy  and  ambition  of 
PlxBLicoLA,  and  his  party,  happenol  within  the  fame 
year.  The  temple  of  Jupiter  in  the  capitol  was  not 
yet  dedicated ;  the  confuls  therefore  call  k>ts ;  chance 
gave  the  honoyr  of  dedication  to  Horatius.  The 
conful  PuRLicoLA  was  obliged  to  march  againft  the 
Veientes.  The  friends  of  Publicoi^ a,  whom  Livy 
calls  the  Vakrii^  nefented,  in  a  very  unbecoming  man- 
ner, the  glory  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  Horatius,  of 
^Adicating  fo  famous  a  temple.  They  tried  all  me- 
tthods  to  prevent  the  dedication.  All  their  ftratagems 
proved  abortive.  At  length  driven  to  the  laft  re- 
iQurce  of  malice  and  revenge,  they  abruptly  inf<xmed 
the  cpnful,  in  the  very  moment  while  he  was  holding 
the  poft  of  the  temple,  and  addrefling  his  prayer  to 
Jupiter,  that  his  fon  was  dead ;  and  they  added  far- 
ther, that  on  this  melancholy  occafion  it  would  be 
indecent,  and  improper,  to  purfue  the  dedication  of 
the  temple.  He  received  the  account  with  intrepidity 
and  fortitude.  It  is  probable  he  imagined  it  falfe ; 
oor  would  he  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  longer  interrupted, 

than  to  give  orders  for  the  burial  of  his  fon ;  and 

continuing 
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cont^Utng  to  hold  the  jpoft  of  the  temple  in  his  hand^ 
he  fimihed  his  prayer,  and  dedicatea  the  edifice  to 

In  the  enfiung  year  Publicola  was  rechofent  and 
Titus  Lucretius  was  elcfted  his  coUegue.  The, 
RMdans  were  now  threatened  By  a  meffitgefirom  Por- 
SENNA,  king  of  the  Hetrurians.  He  had  prepared  a 
very  numerous  army  to  attack  Rome^  and  to  re^ 
e&tblifh  in  the  throne  the  Tarquinian  family,  wIm>  * 
had  taken  refuge  at  his  court.  The  fenate^  xxpoa  this 
occafion,  appeared  under  the  utm(^  terror  and  d^ 
mazcment.  Their  fears  proved  of  ufe  and  happinefii 
to  the  people.  They  immediately  enadted  federal 
laws  fuitable  to  the  ncceffities  of  the  populace.  Thtf 
renewed  fuch  inftitutions  as  had  been  abolifhed  by 
Tarquinius  Superbus.  The  meaner  people  were 
exempted  for  ever  from  the  fervile  labours,  to  whidi 
that  king  had  fubjeded  them.  They  were  alfe  ex« 
cmpted  from  paying  tribute  towards  the  expences 
of  the  miUtia ;  a  tax,  which  had  been  always  ena£bed 
in  time  of  war.  The  tax  on  entries  was  taken  off : 
all  provifions  came  free  into  the  city  :  every  Roman 
was  allowed  to  fell  fait  publtckly  *,  nor  was  diat  com- 
modity to  be  any  .longer  monopdized  by  particular 
Etfons.  The  tax  on  fait  Kad  been  eftablimd  by  tihe 
ngs. 

The  fcnate  afligtied  Cocles,  in  rewM-d  of  his  gal- 
lant behaviour  upon  the  bridge,  a  real  eftate,  confift- 
ing  of  as  much  land  as  could  be  enclofed  within  a 
drcular  furrow  by  a  plough  in  one  day.  By  thas 
donation  we  may  conclude,  that  the  fenate  had  th? 
dUboial  of  the  city  lands,  and  the  power  of  granting 
public  rewards  :  but  thefe  powers  were  always  in  con- 
jundtion  with  die  confuls,  without  whom,  the  Sena- 
tors were  a  body  without  a  head,  and  with  whom, 
they  appeared  a  body  without  a  heart:  or,  to  own  to 
you  very  freely  my  own  opinion^  I  look  upon  the  fc- 
nate 
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nate  in  the  commencement  of  the  commonwealth,  to 
be  no  more  than  the  echo  of  the  confuls* 

PoRSENNAy  after  the  famous  attempt  againft  his 
life  by  Mutius  Sc^vola,  fcnt  ambailadocs  to  Rome 
with  prppofitions  of  peace.  The  king  of  Hetruria 
had  been  much  alarmed  at  the  intrepidity  of  Muti- 
us, who,  ftiU  to  encreafe  his  fears,  had  declared, 
that  three  hundred  Romans  were  engaged  in  a  con- 
Ijpiracy  to  deftroy  him.  The  Hetrurian  envoys  were 
admitted  into  the  fenate,  where,  among  other  de- 
mands, they  infilled,  that  the  TAR<ajiNS  fhould  ei- 
ther be  reftored  to  their  eftates,  or  fliould  receive  an 
equivalent.  Publicola  prevailed  upon  the  fenate, 
^ver  obedient  to  his  inclinations,  to  comply  with 
their  demands*  But  the  populace,  aflembled  in  cen- 
turies, a6ted  a  part  more  worthy  of  Romans :  they 
refuled  to  reftore  the  lands  demanded  by  Tarqu in, 
till  they  had  made  their  complaints  of  that  tyrant  to  c 
Forsenna  himielf,  who  having  heard  the  allegations 
of  the  Romans,  and  being  incenled  at  the  cruelties  of 
the  Tar^utins,  renounced  his  alliance  with  that  £a- 
milv,  and  made  a  peace  with  Rome. 

Let  me  offer  a  conjedure  upon  the  foregoing  cir- 
cumftances.  Publicola  had  the  fenate  abiblutely 
under  his  command ;  and  he  imagined  the  people, 
whom  he  had  fo  often  gratified,  would  be  implicitly 
obedient  to  his  voice.  He  aflembled  them  in  cen- 
turies, that  there  might  be  an  unanimity  in  the  con- 
fuls,  (enate,  and  people,  to  receive  the  Hetrurian 
terms  of  peace.  But  herein  I  apprehend  he  was  mif- 
taken.  The  plebeians,  by  the  many  indulgent  afts 
lately  pafled  in  their  favour,  began  to  grow  confcious 
of  the  ftrength  of  power,  and  therefore  refufed,  or 
rather  deferred  the  ofiers  of  Porsenna,  that  they 
might,  in  this  inftance,  fhew  an  oppofition  to  the  ar- 
bitrary decifions  of  the  confuls,  and  the  lervile  acqui- 
efcence  of  the  ienators. 

When 
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Wiien  the  peace  was  concluded,  the  fcnate  ereft- 
ed  a  ilatue  in  honour  of  PorIsenna.  They  fent  an 
embaily  to  him  with  various  prefents ;  a  throne  adorn- 
ed with  ivory ;  a  fceptre ;  a  crown  of  gold,  and  a 
triumt^ant  robe;  Thefe  afts  could  not  interfere  with 
sunbition  -,  and  while  the  ienate  were  pleaied  with  fuch- 
trifling  powers,  it  may  be  prefumcd  they  enjoyed 
them  without  controul. 

During  the  confulfhip  of  Marcus  Valerius  and 
P.  PosTHUMius,  the  Sabines  committed  devaftations  in 
the  Roman  territories.    The  confuls  fent  an  embaify 
to  demand  latisfa(5tion.     The  Sabines  returned  a  con^ 
ttmptuous  anfwer.    War  enfued.     The  Romans  ob- 
tained an  entire  viftory  over  the  Sabines.    They  took 
the  Sabine  camp ;   and  the  confuls  gave  the  plunder 
of  it  to  the  Roman  foldiers.    The  confuls  triumphed. 
The  privileges  and  honours^  beftowed  by  the  Ienate 
upon  this  occafion,  were  not  only  great  j  but  extraor^ 
dinary.    The  fenate built  a  houfe  for  Valerius;  the 
door  of  which,  contrary  to  the  Roman  Cuftom,  open- 
fed  outwards  into  the  ftreet.    To  Posthumius  the  fe- 
nate granted  the  privilege  of  a  burial  placcj  for  him-* 
felf  and  his  family,  within  the  walls  of  Rome.    The 
permiflion  was  againft  an  exprefs  law  :  Hominem  mor-: 
tuum  in  urhem  ne  jepelito^  neve  urito.     But  while  the 
fenators  applied  their  bounties  to  the  confuls^   no  laws 
could  interrupt  their  munificence. 

From  this  time  to  the  confulfhip  of  Sp.  Cassius 
UscELLiNus  and  Opiter  Virginius  Tricostus,  the 
fenate  remained  in  the  ufual  ftate  of  nominal  powcr^ 
and  real  inability.  Skirmifhes,  battles,  truces,  and 
meflages,  had  continued  alternately  between  the  Ro- 
mans and  the  Sabines;  till  the  conful  Sp.  Cassius 
gave  this  year  fuch  an  overthrow  to  the  Sabines,  as 
teduced  them  to  make  propofitions  of  peace.  They 
fent  an  embafly  to  the  conUil,  offering  him  terms  of 
friendfhip,  which  he  refufed  to  accept  without  an  or- 
der from  the  fcnate  $  to  whom  he  .immediately  com- 
YoL.  I.  D  municated 
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municatcd  the  porpbfits  of  rht  SabincS.  Here, 
Charles,  is  the  fim  irtftancfe  I  ciart  gather,  Whcrciii 
a  conful  refofed  to  aA  fnoitt  his  bWn  power,  atid  ab- 
plifed  for  orders  to  the  ferrate.  Publicola  died  in  the 
preceding  ■  confiilflfjip,  and  ftdtA  his  deatfi  rhay  be 
dated  the  acquifitions  of  pdWcr,  \(rft!ch  Accrued  to  At 
fenate  of  RorMe. 

The  Romans  (till  laboured  tinder  difficulties  ftl 
their  new  form  of  govdmmciht.  Mtoy  of  their  neigh- 
bours, who  had  been  in  alKahce  with  the  kingi:,  re- 
nounced alliance  wrA  the  i*epublic  5  patticfularly  tlte 
Latins,  who  endeavoured,  hy  all  rtiethcid^,  it  the  re- 
ftoration  of  die  Tarquin  fkmiiy.  A  cSoirtl^^  among 
the  (laves  was  concerted  this  **  year.  Tlifen-  defi^ 
was  to  feize  the  citadel  and  lio^fers,  ind  to  0fc  iffte  to 
the  whole  city  of  Rome.  The  plot  was  ^licovered, 
the  conipirators  received  the  panifhmdrtt  afiotfcd  tb 
flaves.  They  were  firft  beitfeh  ^th  rodsr,  Jmd  tJien 
crucified.  MuriHurS  and  feditions  grew  tonta^dos 
among  the  citi^efts.  The  Latins  were  preparing  arnjsi 
and  colleding  troops  with  gtekt  alacrity.  In  mis  fl- 
tuation  the  Rbmtos  were  again  reduced  to .  diink  of 
fheltering  themfelveS  uAder  the  proteflion  of  k  fingle 
magiftrate,  whofe  power  fliould  be  abfoltfte,  and  ras 
decrees  beyond  appea;l.  They  intended  to  give  hiin 
the  moft  ample  prerogatives  of  a  king,  with  rfiis  re- 
ferve,  that  his  reign  Ihould  be  ten^r^,  and  his  of- 
fice fhould  ceafe  at  the  end  of  lome  months,  feut 
this  projeft  >sras  deferred  at  prefent.  We  fhkll  find  it 
hereafter  executed  in  a  more  diffiailt  conjundure. 

In  the  enfuing  year,  when  Servius  SuLpiriuS  and 
Manius  Tullius  were  chofen  confuls,  die  Latins  fent 
cmbafladors  to  Rome.  The  embafliy  in  appearance 
brought  propofitiohs  in  favour  of  the  Tarquinian  Fa-, 
mily,  and  of  Fideriie^   aii  ancient  city  of  Latium^  it 
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tK»J  time  feefi^cd  by  the  Romans,  But  the  chief 
p4^Dt  was  to  raHc  a  tediriop  in  the  city.  The  con- 
d«ft  of  whidi  deiign  was  committed  to  the  manage- 
ift«nt  of  two  Ikothersj  Publius  and  Marcus,  reIa-» 
ttens  of  Tarquinics  Superbus.  Thefe  men  were 
ntwqual  to  the  part,  which  they  h^  undertaken; 
they  were  timid,  fuperftitious,  and  diftrafted  by 
«mcn$  and  dreams ;  fo  that  when  moft  of  the  Ro- 
man fla^tes,  and  many  of  die  meaner  citizens  had 
engaged  in  tflfe  confpiracy,  and  were  firm  and  relb-f 
Ititein^theirWefign  of  overturning  the  government, 
tte  two  brothers,  aftuated  by  fear  and  vifionary  dan- 
gers, reveakd  the  plot,  and  the  names  of  the  con- 
feirators,  to  Sulpitius.  The  behaviour  of  the  con- 
wl  and  (^  the  fenate  was  very  different,  and  very 
Iptftiftrkeble  upon  this  occafion.  Sulpitius  lecreted 
the  two  informers,  and  affembkd  the  fenate.  The 
Liatin  embafEidors  were  called  in,  their  demands  and 
^lX)pofiti^ns  were  rge6ted,  and  they  were  difmiffed  v 
Ihe  conful  then  informed  the  fenate  of  the  confpiracy.  , 
The  fathers,  at  the  thou^t  of  danger,  were  exceed- 
ingly alamied.  The  law  of  Publicola,  whereby 
the  definitive  fcntence  was  conveyed  to  the  people, 
hindered  any  proper  ftcp  to  be  taken.  Such  numbers 
of  the  citizens  were  involved  in  the  guilt,  that  an 
appeal  to  the  plebeians  was  rendered  very  hazardous^ 
The  plot  was  certain,  but  the  proof  was  difficult.  The 
withcjEfes  Were  aliens,  and  enemies :  their  evidence 
might  not  avail,  and  if  the  conlpirators  were  acquitted, 
immedkrte  ruin  muft  enfue.  In  cafes  of  imminent 
daiiger,  courage  and  cowardice  equally  appear.  The 
]mtt  was  vt)ty  vifMt  in  the  fenate  of  RtJtne,  as  thte 
former  was  moft  apparent  in  the  conful ;  the  dgefted 
fatfiers  lo&  all  prefetKe  of  mind,  they  were  incapable  of 
ftemt![^il!g  the  torrent  of  difficulties,  with  which  they 
were  furrounded  :  and  they  placed  upon  the  conful 
the  entire  burthen  of  punifliing  the  guilty,  and  deliver- 
ing the  ftatc.    He  afted  with  great  wifdom  and  for- 
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titude.  He  drew  the  confpirators  by  a  ftr^tagem  Intor 
the  forum^  where  finding  themfelves  invefted,  and 
difcovered,  they  acknowledged  their  crimes,  and  were 
ordered  to  be  put  to  death.  The  people  had  been 
fuddenly  convened  by  c«n>,  and  were  in  too  great 
confternation  to  give  oppofition  to  the  decree.  How- 
ever many  of  the  confpirators  efcaped,  and  it  was 
judged  proper,  at  that  jun&ure,  to  carry  the  enquiries 
no  farther.  Sacrifices  and  expiations  fupplied  the 
place  of  punifhments.  The  times  were  dangerous  5 
the  people  powerful  and  mutinous.  The  fenate  was 
timid  and  inaftive.  The  Tarquin  race  had  many 
friends  without,  and  many  well-wifhers  within  the 
city  walls.    Impending  wars  threatned  from  abroad : 

Elots  and  infurreftions  were  to  be  apprehended  at 
ome.     Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  republic,  in  the 
two  hundred  ^nd  fifty  third  year  of  Rome. 

In  the  twelfth  confulfliip,  and  the  year  of  Rome 
two  hundred  and  fifty  five,  the  fmothered  flames  of 
popular  fedition  burft  forth  into  open  fire.  Tumults 
arofe  under  pretence  of  the  hardfhips  and  oppreflions 
fuftained  by  the  debtors  from  the  creditors.  If  we 
look  into  jthe  Roman  laws  concerning  creditors  and 
debtors,  we  fhall  find  great  room  for  complaint,  and 

frreat  want  of  reformation  and  amendment.      The 
aws  were  thefe : 
The  laws        When  the  debtor  was  infolvent,  it  was  in  the  pow- 
reiatingto   er  of  the  crcditor  to  put  him  in  irons,  or  to  fell  him 

debtors  and  ^ 

creditors.       •**   a  r 

After  a  certain  number  of  citations,  the  law  grant- 
ed to  the  debtor  thirty  two  days  of  grace.  In  that 
time  he  was  to  raife  the  money,  for  which  he  was  ac- 
countable. The  words  of  the  law  are,  ^w  confejfty 
rebufque  jure  judicatisy  triginla  dies  jujli  funto.  Poft 
dein  manum  endoj actio.  Find  to,  aut  nervo,  aut  com- 
fedibus.  The  triginta  diesjufti  are  thirty  days  entire, 
between  the  day  of  giving  judgement,  and  die  day 
when  the  creditor  might  fcize  his  debtor ;  thefe  two 

days 
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days  reckoned  as  part  of  the  time  made  u^  the  two 
and  thirty  days.  After  the  expiration  of  this  allotted 
time,  if  the  debtor  had  not  difcharged  the  debt,  he 
was  led  to  the/r^/^,  and  delivered  by  the  pr^ef or  to 
the  mercy  of  his  creditor,  who  bound  and  kept  him 
in  chains  during  fixty  days,  often  whipping  him  mod 
unmercifully. 

Succeffive  to  this  fcene  of  cruelty,  the  debtor, 
during  three  market  days  following,  was  brought  to 
the  tribunal  of  the  prator ;  and  a  public  cryer  pro- 
claimed in  the  forum  the  debt,  for  which  the  priloner 
V/as  detained.  It  fometimes  happened,  that  upon 
fuch  proclamations,  generofity,  pity,  or  friendmip, 
induced  particular  perfons  to  redeem  the  prifoner,  and 
pay  the  debt.  But  if  no  friend  appeared,  in  behalf 
6i  the  debtor,  after  the  third  market  day,  the  credi- 
tor had  a  right  to  inflift  the  punifhments  appointed 
thus  by  the  law.  Tertiis  nundinis  capite  pcenas  datOj 
uut  trans  Tiberim  peregre  venum  duito. 

It  is  farther  faid,  that  if  there  were  feveral  credi- 
tors, they  were  allowed  to  divide  the  body  of  the  pri- 
foner into  feveral  parts,  and  to  fhare  the  parts  a- 
rhongft  themfelves,  according  to  the  fums,  which 
they  demanded.  But  humanity,  and  cuftom,  flopped 
the  execution  of  fo  rigorous  a  law  ;  nor  was  it  ever 
put  in  praftice. 

The  original  purport  of  thefe  laws,  inftituted  in 
the  days  of  monarchy,  and  perhaps  by  Romulus 
himfelf,  tended  to  promote  oeconomy,  and  to  en- 
courage labour  and  induftry.  They  were  framed  to 
give  the  Roman  people  a  dread  of  contrafting  debts ; 
they  were  defigned  to  quell  the  growth  of  idlenefs, 
and  extravagant  expence  of  every  fort :  but  the  pu- 
niftiments  .are  of  fo  fevere  a  kind,  that  they  fliew 
more  cruelty  than  policy  in  the  lawgiver.  While  the 
people  were  excluded  from  any  power  in  the  ftate, 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  every  inftitution  and 
decree  of  their  fuperiors:  but  when  Publjcola  had 
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made  fuch  cxtcnfive  laws  in  their  favpur,  it  is  by  no 
inean3  amazing, -that  they  ihouid  endeavour  to  re* 
drefs  grievances  of  fuch  infinite  prejudice  to  their 
peribns,  and  liberties,  and  U>  intolerable  to  human 
pature  itfelf.  The  time  and  manner,  in  which  they 
jd^ofe  tQ  make  their  complaints,  was  improper  and 
iniblent ;  it  w^s  at  a  time,  when  the  deviation  of 
Rome  was  threatned  by  an  approaching  army  ^of  the 
tiOtins ;  and  when  the  Romans  were  devoid  o(  aU 
foreign  fuccours  and  alliance.  The  manner  in  which 
they  mutinied,  was  by  an  abfolute  refufal  to  be  enlift- 
fd  in  the  troops  neceflfery  to  be  levied  for  the  common 
defence;  and  the  Latins  were  almoft arrived  at  the 
jgates  of  £<?;»^,  w'hen  the  ienate  was  convened  by  the 
lEioniuls  to  meet  upon  this  critical  occafion^ 

Uader  thefe  unhappy  circumilances,  the  Others 
feem  to  have  exerted  themfelves  in  a  more  ipirited 
manner,  than  they  had  ihewn  (ince  the  eftabli&mesit 
of  the  commonwealth.  They  were  divided  in  thdr 
opimoAs,  accofding  as  their  property  was  more  or  lefs 
concerned.  Their  fpecches  were  rigorous  or  mild, 
as  fclf- views  were  more  or  lefs  rooted  in  the  ^afcers  : 
their  votes  were  given  with  the  utmoft  noife  aad  cla- 
mour. But  tSoQ  peirilous  fituation  of  the  fta(e  reqiiired 
The  ap-  fome  immediate  expedient  j  after  variety  .of  di£;x»d, 
»  diaator.  the  combuftions  ended  ^l  an  unanimous  decree  or  ap- 
pointing a  diSat&r, 

The  defign  gf  creating  fiich  a  m^gMlrate  was  not 
enmrdy  neyr.  It  had  been  intended,  as  is  idr^y 
mentioned,  ypon  former  af^ehckOifions  '^  ^ai^ger. 
The  po^er  of  the  45^^/fir  was  tio  be  boundlcifsi  the 
rxiflence  of  th^t  power  was  litniosd  4x>  fix  months. 
Thepleb^ws,  who  did  potibreiee  to  whatesd  this 
alteration  of  government  tended,  ^av^  their  vp^ies  in 
the  comitia  in  favour  of  the  d^s^ee;  and  bli«^diy 
permitted  tfce  fenatpis  to  proceed  flo  the  eie<5tion 'Of 
t>ne  independent  commander,  who  bding  cfH^^tuted 
ftiperipy  tp  th?  ^oxA^  ym  beyond  the  waoh^  Fu^' 
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4nd  die  peQ|>|c  imxpefi^t^y  li^d  theip^yes  widioyt 
^y  mi^ro^urs;    ^ej^  legioiu  w^re  levied  t  ^  greater 
a|mj  tl^in  ever  l^ad  been  ra|fed  l)dqrc. 
.  LfRTp^us  the  ^f'^ffiT^  created  Sp.  Cassliijs  general  J- f*^^'^- 
of  thpRpman  l^orfc.    Tijere^  po\ifer. being  revivcded'dia^tS." 
in  the  periftn  fiji'  tl^e  diSafff^  he  h?>d  thp  dil^^l  of 
t}i^  hjgh  Q^e^  9^hjch  i^as  th^  kcopd  di^ty  in  ^c 
ft^t^s,    a||d  arUvRere4  to  thp  Trthnns  cfi^^my  chofen 
t^  the  kWs.    Li^i^Tius  w^  4^'t^rmined  to  fpi^n 
b^  dfifti^tQi^ip  ^ifh  ^  mijch  m^pfty  ^poffibk.    He 
wa$  attendjc^  con^hntly  by  twenty  fopr  U^f^s.    He 
feftored  to  the  f^c^j(  ^  ^s^^,  lyhich  h^d  bpen  token 
^ay  by  Fv^liqola.    His  ou|:ward  t^ehaviaur  was 
])qw  OS  poqippus  ai>d  ^emn,  ^  i|:  had  been  befpre 
hi)f||ble  j|i}fi  eafy.    He  cjrey?  tp  hiq^^f^lf  die  fe^  and 
r^elpe^  Thp  Latins  fept  a  detachment 

tp  wa^  part  of  tj^e  P^oizi^n  teryitt^ :  the  p^rty  ^ras 
intercgpped  •  fnany  ?f ere  }ci}l^d>  ?ih}'  rm^Y  taken  pjrii- 
£>ners.  On  thi$  pcca(k>p,  the  fijilat^  fadiayed  hirn* 
kif  with  the  utfnoil  generpfify.  tje  prdcred  the 
wounded  tp  ]d^  taken  c^e  pf^  wd  their  wo]i||ids  to  be 
drefled.  Hjc  rcleafed  the  prifopers  :  and  netwrning  to 
Rfi^^  he  refigned  hJ3  fii^^orfbip,  although  the  fix  He  re/^t 
inpf>tiis  ?jvere  ppt  expirejd.  ^*  ^®^*^' 

This  la^  ^ion,  the  refignatipn  pf  his  pfiice,  hasobferva- 
met  wfh  uniyerfil  applajufe.    The  merit  of  it  is  in-J^T^^^on!' 
di^tab^e.     Humility  and  difintereftedAcfs  were  the 
pnjiy  xpotives,  that  could  induce  him  to  p^  with  a 
ippre  extenfive  aiithprity  thaol^  had  hitherto  been  ever 
cpjoyed  by  ai^  Roman.     But  in  point  pf  policy^  he 
i^g^t  tp  h*ve  r^tainqd  the  .di^^prfliip,  till  he  had 
Quel^  the  feditious  fpirits  at  Rom-^  .efpeciaUy  when 
U&ipn  l^urked  within  her  bo^m,   and  mutiny  was 
taking  root  within  her  walls.    A  dictator  only  could 
have  reduced  the  pepple  to  obedience  :  A  diiftffffr  on- 
ly could  have  abolifhed  Publicola's  law.  Lenity,  in 
times  of  fedition,  becomes  a  fault  j  and  prefcnt  mer- 
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cy  to  the  guilty  proves  future  punilhment  to  the  te^  . 
Hoccnt.  '  A  modern  writer  •  obfervcs,  that  the  difta-- 
torftiip  of  Lartius  was  .free  from  prpfcriptions,  and 
executions.    It  ought  to  have  been  filled  with  both.  , 
The  times  required  the  utmoft  feverity:  and  there- 
fore, Charles,  although  I  agree  with  all  the  hifto- 
rians,  who  proclaim  Lartius  to  have  been  a  good 
mail,  and  not  only  a  brave,  but  a  compaQM>nate  ge- 
neral -,  yet  I  cannot  pronounce  him  a  man  of  exqvd- 
fite  policy  :  he  was  too  remiflive  of  his  power,  whilft 
he  enjoyed  it,  and  too  hafty  in  delivering  up  a  prero* 
gative^  which  he  ought  to  have  exerted  by  fecuring 
domeftic  tranquillity  to  the  commonwealth. 

The  truce  with  the  Latins  expired,  when  Aulus 
PosTHUMius  and  Titus  Verginius  took  poffeflfion  of 
the  cbnfulfliip.     The  Latins  immediately  made  pre- 
parations of  war;    and   although  feditioA  was  not  as 
yet  fufficiently  ripe  to  be  openly  avowed  at  Rome ; 
yet  it  was  thought  proper  to  place  the  conduit  of 
the  war  in  the  hands  of  a  diSlator.    Posthumius  was 
aoryover  chofen  into  this  high  office.     He  gained  a  confum- 
'th^^dtc-  ni^tc  viftory  over  the  Latins  at  the  lake  Regiltus^ 
tor  Post-  The  dcfcat  obligcd  them  to  fend  deputies  to  Rome^  im- 
'^'"^'    ploring  to  be  received,  either  as  allies  or  fubjedts. 
The  fenate,  to  whom,  by  the  complaifance  of  Post- 
humius, the  power  of  making  terms  of  peace  was 
transferred,  commanded  the  Latins  to  reftcwre  all  pri- 
foners  taken  during  the  war ,;  to  deliver  up  all  defer- 
ters-,  and  to  baniSi  king  Tarquin,  and  the  Roman 
exiles,  out  of  the  territories  of  Latium.     Thefe  terms 
were  thankfully  received  by  the  Latins.    And  now 
>cathpf  k.Tarquinius  Superbus,  the  laft  of  his  name  and 
b'^'^ud^  family,  two  of  his  fons  having  fallen  in  battle  at  the 
^  ^"^"  '   Regilian  lake,   was  driven  pUt  of  Latium  at  nine-r^ 
ty  years  of  age.     He  was  rejefted  by  the  Sabines, 
the  Hetnirians  and  other  nations.      The   miferable 

»  Catrou. 
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old  khig  fojTvived  thefe  hiisfoituncs  fdme  few  months, 
and  died  after  an  exile  of  fourteen  years,  at  Cuma  in 
Cafnpaniayyfhtrc  he  had  found  an  afylum  by  the  favour 
of  the  tyrant  Artstodemus. 

•    Ifhall  go  no  farther  indie  early  part  of  the  Ro-^^J«vof 
man  Hiftory.    With  Tarquin  died  all  views  of  mo-wJor^^. 
ijarchy.    The  confular  government  has  been  the  fa-foednofar. 
vourite  topic  of  various  hiflorians :    but  few  authors^**^' 
feem  to  have  confidered  futHciently  the  conftitution 
of  R&mej  while  fhe  was  governed  lucceflively  by  her 
feven  kings.  •  The  regal  government,  like  the  foun- 
dation of  a  noble  building,  has  been  in  a  manner 
buried  under  ground ;  while  the  confular  ftate,  a  fu- 
perftrufture  erefted  upon  that  foundation,  is  deco- 
rated and  placed  in  the  moft  confpicuous  point  of 
light.     The  Romans  date  their  freedom  from  the 
creation  of  their  confuls :  they  imagine,  that  in  the 
deftruftibn  of  monarchy  they  difburdened  themfelves 
from  the  yoke  of  flavery.     The  faft  is  doubtful ;  at 
leaft  it  will  admit  of  much  fpeculation.     But  the  ab- 
folute  ruin  of  all  the  Roman  liberties  may  certainly 
be  dated  from  the   choice  of  a  perpetual  di(ftator. 
But  I  will  not  detain  you,  even  by  hinting  at  par- 
ticulars,  fo  often   related,     and  fo    perfeftly    well 
known. 

Let  us  return  to  Pliny,  and  refume  the  thread  ofThc  life  ©f 
his  life  from  the  age  of  eighteen.  I  am  not  certain, ^i^^^' 
that  the  epiftles  to  Tacitus  *,  giving  an  account 
of  his  uncle  Pliny's  death,  ought  to  be  dated  this 
year  **.  It  is  poflible  they  may  have  been  written 
within  the  year ;  but  they  have  the  appearance  of 
a  more  diftant  date,  efpecially  from  the  expreflion, 
Dubita  conjiantiam  vocare^  an  imprudentianij  debeam^ 
agebam  enim  duodevicejimum  annum.  However  as 
I  pafs  through  the  annals,  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  al- 
lot fome  of  the  epiftles  to  their   particular   years. 

^  Bpok  6.  Ep.  1 6  and  20.  ^  A.  U.  C.  831. 
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Tbc  elder  Plxny  outlived  Vmba^an  ^  very  ^iqi^^: 
\tfnt :  ^e  ei^pero;*  died  on  tbe  t^nty/  fo^rtt^  of 
funej  and  Plinv  periihed  an  ^  tw^ty  third  of 

JHprqoi^    Titus  fmxccdcdhis  fijther  Ve^pa^ian,  not  wfth- 

*?^'?»'     out  Ipme  oppoifition  frpfp  hi$  yoi^jgcr  hro(i±«rPo- 

AfiTfANy  who  with  DO  I^fs  arrqgaQce,  {f^  VW^' 

r^yd^,     endeavoured  to  propagate  a  xnaUdpus  a^ 

grouh^kis  report,  that  Titus  h^d  ^tiered  ^  ^thier's 

will  in  his  own  favpi^r,  and  tl^t  V£spa$ian  had  ap- 

ppinted  him  rpaMiTrANJ  a  JQint  paxfno:  in  the  empire 

^yith  his  hromer. 

PiiKT  be-      In  the  fccQiid  y^r  of  Titus,   and  the  niiiateenth 

fr4l%^i?^year  of  his  own  age,  PfiNV  began  to  plead  ip  the 

putjlic  cpurts  *.    In  the  j&nie  year,  t^  €apitt>l»  whieh 

had  been  rdiuiilt  by  Ve^pasia^,  w^  ^gain  reduccfi  to 

gl^t^  ^ ;    ^d  9  grpat  part  of  tf^e  city  fjicihroyed  1^  ^ 

§fCy  whidi  rage4  three  days  aind  thnee  flights  ^  ^jgyd 

^hich  was  feilpiyed  by  the  thq^  dreadfjil  peftilpnce, 

that  \ifui,  been  ^^r  Ifiiown  ii>  Rtfme.     Thus  was  the 

4iprt  reign  pf  Titus  oj>e  oonfioued  fcpne  pf  c^- 

ijUtiesj  firft,  by  tfie  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  then,  by 

a.  fife  in  the  nictrppolis,  and  ^^,    by  the  m^gnity 

I^Al\^'fi^  a  pJ^gUjB.     Titus,   the  PeUcU  b^m^i  giff^fs, 

ceedcd  by    died  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Sept  ember ^  in  th<e  ^rd 

DoMiTiAN.^g^  ^£  j^^  ipiperial  djgnity  5.    DoMiTjii^N,  his  foe- 

QP^or,  ordered  divine  honours  to  be  paid  hjim,  and 
jppppiiited  Pliny,  now  in  the  twcijtieth,  or  twenty 
Um  yjsar  of  his  ajge,  to  be  %\jfi  FUmeny  or  high- 
|)ri^>  to  this  nqv  deity;  a  circufl:if]tance,  which 
•  jproves  Plwt  to  be  guarded  at  this  time.    Thp  Fk- 

*  yifde*vicefipio  /f^fy.  en^.o  dicere  iftfaro  ^£tpL  Lib.  c-  £p«  8« 
^  it  had  bees  feton  fire,  and  utterly  confumcdoy  Nero,  in 
At  ^venth  year  of  his  reign.     He  evaded  the  fcandjil  of  the 
4|Siom  by  accufiag  the  Chrillians  ;  x&aay  of  whom  he  tortared, 
stndjput  tg  death  upcMi  i)^  occa^pn.    This  wfia  (Cal|c4  ^  iirft  ge- 
neral pcffccution  of  the  Ci)urch. 
*A.  U.C.833, 

mines^ 
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mtes^  w&mOy  mftiftuted  Jby  Numa,  vmt^iittn  in 
mimbfsr,  onrathn:  imlyr  one,  tiic  Fiamen  DiaSs  of  Ju'^ 
FiTii:.  Soon  afterwards^  ^  Fkmtn  was  deftiqed  to 
MiiA^,  called  FLnmn  Martialis^  and  another  to  BiOf 
MULus  under  the  titk  diFkuun  ^rtMUs.  In  time^ 
tie  numfaBr  witt  fo  inQnBaftd,  ~tbac  die  FUvHims  virtm 
as !jQtttnefaus aslheGods.  Each  emperory  asfopn  aa 
he  i9tfa$'rflokediamoiig  theddties,  had  zFlamen  air 
lotosdto  fahn^.lntt;noinan,wasdigibfeinto  the  f^ocsd 
order  of  Jift  i^faflMer,  who  was  nojt  married.  The 
FiammS'iti  Vifpafmu  i»»s  the  firft  public  ofioe,  which  Pi^xkt  oe* 
PLiNTei^oycd.  rT//rJ** 

In  the  fecond  year  of  Domitian  PLiNY.«ngaged/tf/««. 
hamietftncniiitaryemplo^tnenQ^.  I  imagine  his  turn  j.' 
^  minid  v^  mote  kchned  Co  philolbj^^  than  to 
arms :  buc  he  fbllovisd  the  pi^evailiAg  method  of  cdu^ 
cation,  .  and  endeavouoed  ix>accompiifh  him&lf  not 
only  in  the  an  of  iel^qoence,  but  of  war.  \a  an 
epiftle  to  Tj7vs  Aristto  %  he  naentions  the  miferafa}^ 
times^  an  which  he  iras  a  ibldior.  His  defcriptdon  is 
pemarkabk^  and  ;he  ftiieofitis  nervous.  Nu}u^ 
venesfuimus  quidem  in  caftris ;  fed  cumfufpeila  virtus^ 
inertia  in  pretioj  cttm  ducibus  auiioritas  nulla^  nulla  m- 
Utibus  vtrecundia^  nufquam  tmperium^  nufquam  obfequi- 
urn,  omnia  foluta^  turbata^  atque  etiam  in  contrarium 
v&rfa^pofiremo  oUivifienda  nmgis^  quam  tjenetida. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  EJomitian's  reign;  .a 
prince,  who  anfwers  the  chwa6ter  given  of  him  by 
Dion  :  "  he  deftroyed  with  the  qiiicknefs  of  light- 
"  aing  ^  :'*  and  indeed  the  velocity  of  the  dellru6ti- 
on  could  fcaree  be  lefs  rapid,  when,  fo  immediately 
after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  we  find  the  ftate  of 
Rjsm^  as  defcribed  by  Pliny,  reduced  to  the  mpft 
^ed  degree  of  flavery. 

•  Book  8.Ep.  14. 
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»«NT  t    '   Pliny  went  into  Syria,  in  the  charafter  of  a  mi- 
'**^*^'^^y;iitary  tribune-,  and  while  he  remained  in  that  pro- 


>une  la 


'«•  vincc,  he  cultivated  a  friendfhip  with  Euphrates  % 

and  ARTEMIDORus^  two  philofpphers  of  remarkable 
eminence.  Men  of  Virtue  andrliterature  were  efteem- 
cd  by  him,  in  whatever  ftation  they  appeared.  He 
diftinguiihes,  in  a  moil  particular  ana  aflfe£tionate 
manner,  three  of  his  fellow  foldiers.  Tyro  %  Pol- 
Lio  \  and  Lupus  *,  who,  like  himfelf,  were  after- 
;;  wards  farther  dignified  by  civil  employments.  The 
military  tribunes  were  eredled  at  the  fame  time  of  the 
year,  the  twenty  fourth  of  O£lober,  when  the  confuls 
were  declared, 
^c  returns  His  rctum  out  ofjSyria,  I  think,  may  be  dated  in 
•"' °^^J"''*»  the  third  year  of  DoMiT  IAN  :  in  the  twenty  fecond, 
or  twenty  third  year  of  his  own  age.  He  was  detain- 
ed  by  contrary  winds,  in  the  ifland  of  Icaria ,  one  of 
the  Cycladcs.  During  his  ftay  there  he  compofed  a 
poem  in  elegiac  verle  upon  the  ifland,  and  the  fea 
that  furrounds  ic  ^  .The  verfes  probably  turned  up- 
on the  fabulous  ftory  of  Icarus,  of  whom  Ovid 
feys, 

•      ■  . 

ti'EvTHViATBS  fhi/c/ophui,  bunc  ego  in  Syria ^  ium  adolefantulus 
piilitarenti  penitusy  et  domi  infpexi  ^  amarique  ah  eo  labor a*vu  ^jfinon 
ir at  labor ahdutn.     Lib.  i.  £p.  io. 

**  Arttmdortttn  iffum  jam  tum^  cum  in  Syria  triluniu  militarem, 
mrSa  familiaritaie  cowtplexus  fum.     Lib.  3.  £p.  ii.< 

'  Caleftrium  Tyronem  familiarij/ime  dfligOy  et  pri*vatis  mibi  et 
puhltcis  necejfitudinibui  implicitum.  SimuJ  milita'vimus.  Lib.  7. 
Ep.  16. 

'  Claudius  Pollio  amari  a  te  cupit.  Vir  reSiuSy  integer^  quietus^ 
acpene  ultra  moium  (Ji  qui  stamen  ultra  modum)  merecundus*  Hunc, 
<um  Jimul  militaremuSf    non  folum  ut  commilito  infpexi.     Lib.  7. 

•  Nympbidium  Lupum,  domine^  primipHarem,  comndlitonem  habui^ 
eumipfe  tribunus  ejj'em^  ille  frafeBus :  inde  familiariter  diligere  caepi* 
Lib.  10.  Ep.  19.  LoNGOLii. 

'  Max  cum  e  militia  rediens,  in  Icaria  infula  tjentis  deHnerer^ 
Latir.§s  elegos  in  illud  ipfum  mare^  ipfamque  infulam  feci.  Lib.  '7. 
Pp.  4. 

^ranftt 
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Tranfit  et  Icarium^  lapfas  ubi  perdidit  alas 
Icarus  J  et  vajta  nomna  fecit  aqua  *. 

The  original  name  of  the  ifland  was  Icbthyoejfa* 
The  etymology  is  given  by  Atbenaus^  *Ex«Xf rro  A  ^ 

The  queftorlhii)  was  the  next  public  employment  ^V^^J  •?- 
in  which  Pliny  appeared.  He  was  created  ^aft^t^oe^Jnl'^ 
Cafaris  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Domitian's  reign. 
His  friend  Calestrius  Tyro  was  made  ^uaftor 
Cafaris  at  the  fame  time*.  This  magiftracy  was 
the  firft  degree  of  fenatorial  honours.  It  gave  an  ad- 
miffion  into  the  fenate.  In  fearching  for  the  exadt . 
age  necefl&ry  to  obtain  the  queftorihip,  you  will  ^find 
a  great  variety  of  opinions,  i  have  affixed  it  to  the 
thirtieth  year  of  our  author's  age ;  agreeable  to  the 
law  of  PoMPEY  the  great,  which  Pliny  particularly 
mentions  in  a  letter  to  Trajan,  Cautum  eft^  domine^ 
Pompejd  lege,  ne  quis  capiat  magijiratum^  neve  Jit  in 
fenatu  minor  annorum  triginta  **.  The  original,  and 
even  the  later  laws  of  Rome  had  been  fo  totally  al- 
tered, and  fo  irrecoverably  fubverted,  that  it  is  fcarce 
poflible  to  obtain  any  certain  rule  for  our  direftion. 
The  particular  aera,  that  is  now  before  us,  was  cor- 
rupt, licentious,  and  in  every  refpedt  diforderly :  fo 
that  it  is  lels  dijfficult  to  afcertain  the  employments, 
which  Pliny  enjoyed,  than  the  time  when  he  en- 
joyed them. 

The  next  year  Pliny  exercifed  the  office  of  tribunePLiNvmadc 
of  the  people,  during  which  magiftracy  he  withdrew^^^"**^^'" 
himfelf  from  all  pleadings  at  the  bar.     He  fays  mo- 
d^ftly,  in  a  letter  to  Pompeius  Falco  upon  the  occa- 

a  Ovidii  Faftorum.     Lib.  4.^^.283.         ^  Athenaas  i.  24. 
^  Simul qutsjiores  Ca farts  fuimus^     Lib.  7.  Ep.  1 6. 

,.  Lib.  10.  £p.  83.  LoNcoLii. 

fion^ 
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fion,  Ipfe^  cum  tribunus  ejjem^  erraverim  fortaffe^  qui 
me  ejfe  dSqmd  pittai)i,  fidtMpidm  tffim^  ic^fHkui^auJis 
agendis  *.     F]»m  this  expwfflctr^  ftftd-iii(teed  from  the 
tenor  of  the  whole  letter,  he  feemed  fully  determined 
ti  Wife  th€  tribuAefhi^,   if  pdfliWe,  to  m  prihiitive 
dignity*    His  gf-eatnfcfs  of  iftittd  i»ould  «t  wJfer  him 
to  go  oiH  like  hi*  predtlcefR^^  itt  drtttteg.  aft  em- 
ployment, which  by  the  fubmiffion  of  the  pe^^, 
dAd  tbi  lEunbiHoii  6f  their  j»!mgiltmtts,  w»  tiot  dnly 
felten  fri>m  tht  firft  origifta!,  but  was  beeome  rf 
little  br  no  im{)Ortahcfri    If  all  the  preceding  tribmie^ 
Bd»d  adted  in  the  fame  telblute  rtmnncr,  the  Catfifcr* 
fiftight  poffibly  ha>i^  been  eittiper<!yw,  but  they  ceit^n- 
ly  cdiild  hot  have  been  tyfarttt. 
ptiKY  ap-      Irt  due  thftty  fecoi^d  yair  of  hti  Agft  PliWY  ^^  ap- 
J^^^'^P'^'JiOihtcdpragtor.  In  this  yeaf,  the  thitfeenth  dfDo^lt-^ 
^  *i^iAH*s  reij^,  die  phfloiophfefii  ^mie  banHhed*,    Ar* 
^i^teMiDORirS)  who f cfidedat  i?!W»^,  and  who- had con- 
frafted  «i  iAtlmate  fHettdfhli)  wiA  Ptmr,  from  the? 
time  that  he  was  in  S^ia^  was  obliged  to  miit  tiit 
city.    Pi-uTARtH  returned  to  Chieronea^j  And  Eipic- 
^ETws  rdEWhed  to  Nicopdis  "*.    The  cruelties  of  Do»- 
MitiAN  encreafed  evefy  day.  C^iEtrs  JirLrus  Agri- 
cola,  the  fathct-ifr-lair  Of  TACttu^,   and  one  of 
the  greateft  men,  that  even  the  Roman  tonals  tan 
pxx)duce,  died  thk  year,  Ooifofied,  as  Was  genefaliy 
Turmifed,  b^the  ^mpeiiors  ordtift.    TAcrrtrs  feems 
to  hint «  lome  latent  viflaltfy,  when  he  feys,  Ottifo 
CivicA  nuper^  nee  AcRitOtAR  cdn/iSum  detrain   Me 
DouniAKoexemplum*.    Agr i cola  himlBf  feemed 

a  Lib.   I.  Ep.  23 

^  Eqmidem  cum  efftnt  fhilofophi  ^  x^he  ftrknuiti  fid  pNttor.  Lib^. 
3.  Ep.  it. 

'rLUTARCH  was  a  native  of  Cheronea , 

*_  A  city  of  Armenia,  Epictetus  Jeturned  to  Rome  after  Da- 
MiT( ATI's  death. 

;  Taciti,  -njtut  AofticoLA.  tttt,  4^. 

under 
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tmdiKno  fyth  iufpi-cidh^ :  at  kai^  he  M^  his  h\t 
yfitii  a  noble  firmncft  *.      ; 

by  th'e  feute,  aHVofcates  ft*  the  ^Wtfti'dS  ot  ^jma, 
agaiifft Bj£iius M X^iA.  I)^aj^<^ mfetums cumttz- 
«L£irt^'id  §£«rii4cM^i  aiiociUm  AmiHHi  Samo!  cori- 
'm  feiteii\JM(  MxssAM  ».  Thfe  wha^idO*  df  SKff  ECiei, 
apoh'this^xxal^,  W^hbble,  ah;d  VaAifl^atiVlted.  Hi- 
i*^  ittiintionSs  it  Vfcfy  ^irticutariy  *.  ft^^Slias  Massa 
Was  toifldgti^^  ib  d  fotfdtvU'i  oitAi  .g66dl-,  and 
SsNifcrb,  aft^,  Aatthfedefcree-olfiasi  TeMte  iii^gly: 
hb't  h^  ju!lly  ixeGuteid,  pt  that  th6  gcJdds  *ight  be 
pKvafew  r^brcA  to  MaSSa,  ifireftfrifed  a  potion  to 
the  cotiMs,  diat  the  perforiS,  to  ^^ftoTftYth*  'gbo&  of 


M  MASiA,  and  Hai-mtd  DdWilriAVi.    ifhe  iffurder 
of  Senecio  wis  immecliatfely  fdbWed  ijf^ri^aihcl  i»er- 
Jietrafecl.    Sobn.Jafterwards,   MitViiSius  Priscus, 
attd  AiRuttKu's  RcsTicirs,  \yerc  j^t  to  death.    Ju- 
nius Mauricv's  thfe  brother,  and  Pbiipo-iifiA  'Gra- 
tiLLA,  die  wife  oT  Rvsticus,  wfefe  bahilhcd :   as 
^efe  alio  Arria,  tlie  wife  of  Th^asea  PAf  us,  and 
F ANk  I A /her  daugW       AH  thele  were  the  mtifriatc 
firiends  oT^LiNY^    Three  of  them,  were  fcarbatf^dufly 
murdered^  the  other  lour  tyrannically  lent  into  exile^ 
qunnk  the^ear  of  Fliny  s,praetoriiin  magiitracy. 
ySThen  h3s  craOe,  is  prator  urbxinus^  was  ex|nred,  hePj^'NTre- 
witjidrew  iroih  ail  public  ernployments.    It  was  the  airpubii? 
n^ptt  pniiSeht  fiep,  which  he  could  take,     'ftiiSKfer-  empjoy- 
bolts  ^cre  Byihg  around   htm.     Marvy  of  his  beft  '"^^' 
friehdis  were  killed,  or  banllhed.    ttis  own  words  tie- 
fcribe  the  fenate,  Profpeximus  curiam  j  fed  curiam  ire* 
pidam  et  elingum^  cum  dicer e^  quod  vetles^  pmcuk/um ; 

^  Ut'pSrhihinty  (pit  hitfnrfu&unt  "tttHiiJIimu f^^  'c6iiflWi 

et  libens  fatum  excefifti^  tamquam  fro  <virili  portione  innocentiam 
frincipi  donares,     lb.  Se^.  45. 

^'Lib.  7.  Ep.  33.  *Lib.  3.  Ep.  11. 
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quod  nollesy  miferum  ejfet  k    In  fuch  times^  a  privatt 
Jlation  was  the  only  poft  of  honour. 

Every  year  became  iignalized  by  the  inhuman  ac- 
tions of  Dom  it  i  an.  Neither  flies  nor  fenators  efcap- 
edhim.  He  even  grew  wanton  in  his  cruelties  %  and 
took  particular  delight  in  terrifying  perfons  of  the 
moft  illuflxious  families  in  Rome.  A  remarkable  in- 
'ftance  of  this  barbarous  kind  of  levity  is  related  by 
Dion  Cass i us.  "  Domitian,  fays  that  author, 
invited  many  of  the  chief  knights  and  fenators  to 
an  entertainment.  They  came  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed. They  were  condufted  into  a  hall  cover- 
ed with  black,  and  hung  round  with  a  few  me- 
lancholy lamps.  The  l^nips  only  afforded  light 
enough  to  difcover  certain  fepulchral  pillars,  up- 
on which  every perlbn  faw  his  own  name  engraved. 
The  company  remained  here  fbme  time,  in  that 
**  kind  of  dreadful  filence,  which  attends  an  appre- 
**  henfion  of  immediate  deftrudtion.  On  a  fudden, 
**  the  doors  of  the  hall  flew  open,  and  a  great  num- 
*'  ber  of  perfons  appeared  naked,  and  painted  black ; 
**  each  held  a  torch  and  dagger  in  his  hand.  They 
were  followed  by  others,  who  ferved  up  a  funeral 
repaft.  The  confternation  of  the  invited  guefls 
**  encrealed,  and  their  fears  were  redoubled ;  when 
**  inflantaneoufly  the  difmal  fcene  was  finiftied  by  d 
**  declaration  from  one  of  the  minifters  of  darknefs, 
**  that  the  emperor  gave  the  company  leave  to  de- 
*'  part."  I  omit  feveral  circumftances,  that  tend  to 
exaggerate  the  terror  of  the  feaft.  We ,  could  fmile 
at  fuch  an  entertainment,  ifDoMiTiAN's  fanguinary 
difpofition  did  not  flrike  us  with  a  ferious  abhorrence 
even  to  his  name. 
*7do^**^  He  continued  to  exercife  his  cruelties  till  the  fix- 
TiAN. "  teenth  year  of  his  reign  i  when  he  was  killed  by 
Stephanus  Parthenius,  and  other  officers  of  his 


«  Lib.  8.  Ep.  14. 
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fcouihold^  His  death  was  a  fortunate  eveilt  to  the 
Roman  peopie  in  general^  and  to  Pliny  in  particu- 
lar ;  as  we  may  prefume  from  an  expreflion  in  one  of 
his  ^iftlies  ^  Nihil  notabik  ftcktutni  mfi  forti  quod 
rum  fid  reust  futuruSi  fi  DomitianuSj  jub  quo  bM 
Mddtnmt^  'Huiins  vixiffet*  Nam  infcrinio  ejus  daius  4 
Caro  de  me  Uhellus  inventus  e/i. 

To  DoMiTiAN  fucteeded  Nervaj  a  prince,  whoieNxtirAfM. 
virtues  fecm  rather  to  have  been  of  the  negative,  than****^ 
of  the  pofitive  kind.  He  was  not  cruel,  but  he  wais 
not  enterprixingi  His  piety  confined  in  a  belief  of 
prodigies,'  and  a  reliance  in  the  prophetic  vifions  of 
Apollgnius  TvANiEusi  a  magician ;  He  was  hu- 
niane,  becaufehe  was  timid  ^  He  afiumed'the  &f^ 
vereignty».  becauie  he  faw  no  competitor.  Onthfc 
other  hand^  it  may  be  alledged,  that  he  was  ungual 
to  the  fatigoes^of  empire  by  being  old,  and  of  a  ten^ 
derconftitufion:  and  that  he  came  to  the  throne  at 
a  time  when  even  the  virtues  of  Titus^  and  thft 
idnlities  of  Augustus,  could  fcarce  have  reftored 
the  commonwealth  to  any  great  degree  of  glory^ 
Under  dl  thefe  difficulties  he  muft  be  allowed  to 
have  had  his  merits.  He  laid  thofe  outworks  of  li-' 
berty,  wiach:  were  afterwards  fortified  and  compleated 
by  Trajan  •,  but  he  by  no  means  appears  to  emi- 
nciidy  pcrfeft,  as  Pliny  endeavours  to  reprefcnt  him  *. 
Tacitus  is  equally  profufc  in  his  praifes  :  but  Ta- 
citus and  Pliny  both  wrote  in  the  reign  of  his  ad- 
opted fon.  The  immediate  fucceffion  to  Domitia'k 
was  an  advantageous  circumilance  to  Nerva^  who 
had  attained  a  moil  excellent  reputation;  ib  that 

»  On  the  1 8th  oi  September^  A.  \J*  C.  848.    In  the  confulihip 
c^C.  Flavius  ValJ^ns,  and  C.  AtiTisTivsVfiTvs. 

*  Lib.  7.  Ep.  i7. 

«  See  the  replj  of  MAunictfs  tO  Nerva*!)  queftioti  ccmcemhkg 
Catullus  Messalinus.    Book  4.  £p.  2S. 

*  ride  Plinii  panegyrieum,  t^Jfi^- 

Vol.  L  E  health 
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health  after  a  plague,  or  plenty  after  a  famine^  ooukt 

not  have  been  more  acceptable  to  the  Ronoans* 

PtiNYac      On  Nervals  acceflion  Pliny  again  entered  upon 

C£"tvi."'  ^  ^^^  ^^  public  bufmels.    He  was  then  at  the  age 

*  \  of  five  and  thirty.    He  began  by  an  impeachment  in 

the  ienate  of  Publicius  Certus,  who  had  infiigated 

DoMiTiAN  to  put  Helvidius  Puiscvs  to  dcath. 

The  exaft  account  of  this  accufation>  given  by  Pliny 

in  the  thirteenth  epiiUe  of  the  ninth  book»  need  not 

be  anticipated  here.  J 

ftrfi  wife        ^^^^  *^^  ^"^^  FhiNY  loft  his  firft  wife,  and  by 
iie$r  *     her  death  was  no  longer  hidi-priefk  of  Titus  '. 

In  the  eight  hundred  and  forty  nindi  year  of  Ibwc 
M,  Ulpius  Trajanus  Crinitus  was  aiiopted  by  the 
fmpcror.  He  w;|s  honoured  with  the  ftile  of  Cjesak^ 
MO  the  tribunttiaL  power  was  conferred  upon  him« 
The  confuls  of  the  year  were  Imp,.  Cocci  us  NERVii 
)IL  Verginius  Rufus  III.  During  his  confiilfliipy 
VsRomius  RuFus  died.  He  is  moft  pathetically  la- 
mented byPLiKY  in  an  epiftle^  thai:  maybe  a£» 
figned,  witk  great  certainty,  to  this  yeu*  Cqrh e* 
Lius  Tacit vs,  the  hiftoriaiv  was  fdafHtaited  conful 
in  the  room  of  Verginius  Rufus,  who  was  buiied 
at  die  eiqpence  of  the  ftate.  His  funeral  oratioa  was 
i^ken  by  Tacj^tus^ 

Arria^  Fannia,  Mauri  cus^  and  many  others, 
who  had  been  exiled  by  Domitla.n,  returned  toii^m^ : 
but  the  happinefs  of  Pliny  feems  to  have  been  cloud-» 
cd  this  year  by  die  voluntary  death  of  Corelljus 
RuFus,  who  in  the  fixty  eighth  year  of  hb  age  put 
an  end  to  his  own  life.  The  reflexions,  v  in  one  of 
Pliny's  letters,  upon  this  cataftrophe,  are  remark- 
ably fine.  I  cannot  forbear  inferring  them.  Eft  luc- 
tuojtffimum  genus  mortis^  qu^  nm  ex  naturae  nee  fat  alls 
videlur.    Nam  utcunque  in  illisj   qui  ntorbo  finiuntuvy 

1  See  obfervations  on  the  13  th  Epiftle,  ^Boek  2. 

*•  Lib.  2.  Ep.  I,  *  ■ 

magnum 
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m^^iMMi  ek  $ff4i,  necegUati  fokttim  efi  i  in  iif  vm^.  qm 
mrCf^a  mors  at^arU  ^^V  in^anabtUi  dohrifi^r.tjftod  cre^ 
dtmiur  pQtMfe  4iu  vhere  *.  Sukid.e  annong  ^6  »'  ge^ 
,nerally  calkd  stn  a3;  of  cowardice.  In  a  couocry^ 
Where  the  practice  of  it  is  fo  frequdnt^  it  cannot  be 
loo  much  jQOQdIemned  atid  vilified^  It  is  certainly 
the  jtnoft .  daring  lund  of  murder )  as  preferring  ouf 
own  will  to  the  viriU  of  God.  Among  the  Romaiis  fui*^ 
cide  was  no  crime :  they  did  not  only  look  upon  it  as  '  ' 
peceflacy^ .  hwiu  hon<!yuraoIe«  Pl  >n  y  has  not  meoticmed 
in  what  n^iM^r  Cor£lliu$  Rufus  killed  hiin&)£:/  -  '. 
He  attribute  JKhe  Caufe  of  his  death  to  the  excefiive 
tortui^s  of  the  jgput.  Whenever  he  menttotis  Co* 
I^£u,ius9  b?  fyeaks  of  him  with  tb^  higheft  yede« 
raoon^  And  g^m  repeated  iniU^ces  of  his  rqggrd  4u$ 
}pi&  mea¥>ryi  by  the  moit  generoua  ads  ci  friend*^ 
fliip  to  hi^iui^^vifi^faniiiy  ^     / 

On  the  twenty  leventh  q(  januan  NnvA  died$Nt#rAfie9r 
After  reding  only  one  year^  aikl  tome  days  above 
£^r  moBt^  Hiftorians  are  not  agireed  in  his  ex- 
ai^  age.  l!> i4>^  Cassi  v9  iay^i  he  died  in  his  (ixty 
fixthye^^  but  rc|)reien€s  him  aa  dder  in.  conftitiH 
tion  than  in  years.  AH  authors  allow  him  to  have 
b^efn  a  good  man;  of  ai  moderate^  and  a  gentle  dif- 
pofition^  and.  entirely  free  from  vice.  By  birth  he 
^oyld  not  be  called  a  Roman^  beir^  born  in  Namia^ 
in  Umbria.  His  father^  Ms  grandfather,  and  his  great 
grandfather,^  were  all  ^  confolar  dignity.  He  waf 
twice  conful  $  fkft  With  Vespasi  ai7^  in  the  year  eight 
iniiidred  and  twe^ three;  then  again  withDoMiri- 
AN^  in  the  year  ei^  hundred  and  forty  two.  Tho 
iamily  were  originally  of  Crtte. 

Trajan,  the  firft  foreigner,  was  the  fourteenth  em-  tRA/Asry 

peror  of  Rome  \  "iStij  o  Tj aiavoV,   >^  oJx  IraAo?,  if  'It«-|qJ^  of  Nm- 

K%wviitih'     "  TraJan,   fiiys  Dion,  was  neither  aTA,  f.c 


cee^. 


a  Book  I.  Ep.  12. 

^  See  Book  3.  Ep.  3.  Book  4.  Ep.  17.  Book  7.  Ep.  ii. 

E  2    ^      "  Koman^ 
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"  Roman,  nor  aft  Italian,  he  was  a  Spaniard."  Wheft 
Nrr:v A  didd,  Trajan,  ; wito  had  beett  clcftcd  tonful  ^ 
with  the  1^  'ttnjSerbri  was  m  Germanf.  He  remained 
thc»  'fomc  tithe.    Bak  yew  Will  find  to  many  particu- 
lars rfhinnl  in  the  tfehth  bdok  of  the  eplftles,  that  1 
ijfeed  not  expatiate  upon  'the  fevend  anions  of  his 
reign,'  or  mention  more' cittiimftainceii  titan  are  neof- 
,      fary  tocontinue*  tfett  ariifeils  of  PttH^'s  Hft^^ 
WuVand-    In  die  firft  year  of  T^aJAn  I*tiNT'Wte;<36nftituted 
niarri^c  in  profiBus  s&otU  SaPuTitii^^  In  tihe fame  yeiir,  he  mif-* 
cf T»lMNiicd  CiiLk^iTRwiA,  and»  pbtiined  thdt  great  privilege 
among  the  ^Roiharis,  th^  jtiitr^m  liberorum. 

•In  the  year  dght  hundred!  and  fifty  one,  the  con- 

fuifliip  was'ifefiifed  by  Trajan  on  account  of  his  ab- 

fence  from  Rome.    Sossius  Senbcio  and  A.  Corne- 

1.1  us  Palm  A  were  appointed  confuls.    This  year  was 

particularly  remarkable  for  the  general  perfecution  of 

jht  twri    the  Chriftian  Church.    Pliny  continued  in  his  office 

fc^don^f "  »s  pr^efeSlus  orMrii  Saiumi.    Towards  the  latter  end 

Uie  Chriftian  of  the  year,  Trajan,  and  his  wife  Pompeia  Ploti- 

""  •      Wa,'  made  their  entry  into  Rom^  with  no  other  per- 

fonal  pomp,  than  the  voluntary  attendance  of  the 

people. 

The  confuls  for  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty 

two  were  Imp.  Nbrva  Trajanus  III.  andM.  Cor- 

Tiiccaufe  of  MELIUS  Fronto  III.    In  the  month  of  Jamiary  the 

l^inftMT-  ^^"^P^^"^  of  the  Africans  againftMARius  Priscus, 

»ius  p*  lil'  their  late  proconful,  was  heard  in  the  lenate.    Pliny, 


cut. 


in  dcfcribing  the  folemnity  of  the  debate,   tells  us> 

Princeps  ptafidebat\  erat  enim  conful\    Few  of  his 

deftriptions  relating  to  the  civil  government  are  more 

curious,    than  the  account,  that  he  ffvts  of  thiii 

caufe,  inwhichhe  appeared  as  an  advocate  for  the 

.  Africans. 

Thee  liUet      "V^fithin  this  year  inay  be  dated  fcveral  of  Pliny's 

«f  U^iMY  letters ;  particularly  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  epiftles 

written  in 
U)f><ar85X. 

.,      •  A.  U.  C.  850.  >»  lib.  2.  Ep.  1 1. 

•  *^  of 
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fA  the  iecond  book,  both  treating  of  Marius  Pris- 
cus;    the  fourth  and  ninth  cpiftlcs  of  the   third 
book,  containing  the  accufation  againft  CiCCiLius 
Classicus  V  the  firft  and  fixth  epiftles  of  the  fourth 
book ;  the  fixth  and  eighteenth  epiftles  of  the  fifth 
book;  the,.fifteentb,  tharty  fixth,  and  fortieth  epif- 
tles of  the  ninth  book,  all  treating  of  his  journey  in-» 
to  TufiopKfy  and  his  rcfidence  there.     From  an  cx- 
preflion  in  one  of  his  letters,  we  may  afcertain  thefe 
dates*.  ^  Cum  publicum  cpus  med  pecunid  incboaturus  in 
Tbufcos  excurrijfem^  accepto^  ut  prafeSlus  ararii^  eom-^ 
tneatu ;  legati  provincia  B^Hm  quejiuri  de  proconfulatu 
C'AciLii  Classici  advocatum  meafenatupetierunt^. 
;    On  the  calends  of  September  C.  Plinius  Secundus-^^*^^^ 
and  Sp.  CornutusTertullus,  before  they  had  com-  lus  ap. " 
pleated  their  fecond  year  as  prefefts  of  the  treafury,  ^^'^^'^  ^**** 
were  appointed  confuls  **.  Upon  this  occafion,  Pliny 
i^ke  his  panegyric  in  the  fenate,  as  the  ufual  fpecch 
of  thanks  to  uie  emperor  for  the  honour  of  tJie  con- 
fidfliip.     He  was  three  days  in  fpcaking  it,  Nempe 
quam  imfenatu  quoque^  ubi  perpeti  necejfe  erat^  gravari 
Uanen  vel  punSo  temporis  fikbamus^  eamdem  nunc^  et^ 
qui  recitare^  et  qui  audire  triduo^velint^  inveniuntur  ''• 

Two  poets  of  confiderable.  reputation  died  this 
year,  Silius  Italjcus,  and  Martial.  The  for- 
mer died  rich,  at  one  of  his  country  feats  near  Naples  **, 
The  latter  ended  his  life  at  Bilbilis  in  Spain, 

The  year  concluded  with  the  confullhip  of  Julius 
Jb^ERox,  and  Acutivs  Nerva,  who  where  chofen  on 
the  calends  of  Jf Member. 

Trajan,  in  the  year  of  Rome  eight  hundred  and 
i^ty  three,   beg^.  the  Dacian  war  :  he  commanded 

a  Lib;  3.  Ep.  4.  *  Nondum  hiennium  comfliramus  in  officii 

iabortofiffimo  et  maximo,  quum  tu  nobis,  optime  principum^  forttjjime 
imperatorum,  confulatum  dhiulifti\  ut  ad  fummum  bomrem  gloria  ce- 
Itritatis  accedirtt*     And  again,  Illud  *u€ro  quant  infigne^  qu\d  nobis, 
fr^fiSis  ifrario  confulatum  ante  quam  fuccemtem  dedifii  ? 
^  l^ibt  $.  Ep.  18.  - 

^NuresiifdeminlocisnjilUspoJpdebat,     Lib.  3.  Ep.  7.* 

E  3  hli 
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his  army  in  perfon,  having  been  bred  vp,  even  frofh 
his  infancy,  %o  armi  *. 
PtiNT  gocf     While  the  emperor  was  in  Ddcidj  Pliny  vifitcS^ 
inftrr^r.  Comufttj  and  gave  a  Urge  contribution  towards  ereft- 
num  nberi.  jng  a  pubUc  fchool  there.     He  went  jdterwards  intQ 
fifties  writ.  5V^<^^»  and  was  prcferit  at  the  dedicati[oii  of  a  tcni- 
ten  in  the    pk,  wjiich  he  had  begun  the  preceding  year  at  Tjfer^ 
^^^  *53-    ^^^^  ^ibmnum.     Both  thefe  particulars  nifty  be  de- 
duced from  the  thirteenth    epiftle    of  the    fourth', 
book:   to  this  year  the  date  of  that  tetter  may  b<i 
afcertained. 

The  laft  epiftle  of  the  fourth  book  may  be  all<J 
affixed  to  thi9  year,  as  it  defcribes  to  Licinius  Sura 
an  account  of  a  iprifig  near  Comumy  that  ebbs  and 
flows  regularly  three  times  in  a  day. 

At  Pliny's  return  to  Rome  he  was  one  of  the  adf 
vocatts  for  Julius  Bassus,  who  was  accuied  of  evil 
adminiftration  during  his  proconfuMWp  in  Bithynia  **  j 
{o  that  in  this  year  we  may  date  die  ninth  epiftle  of 
the  fourth  book,  which  gives  a  very  particular  ac-- 
count  of  th^t  caufe. 

In  the  following  year  ^  Pliny  was  an  advocate  for 
RuFus  Varenus,  whq  had  fucceeded  Bassus  in  the 
^nfuUhip  of  Bithynia.  The  caufe  was  reipited  till 
the  emperor's  return  from  Dacia  \ 
tpifto  In  this  year  may  he  dated  the  twentieth  epiftle  of 
yev?V  ^^  ^^^  book,  the  fifth  epiftle  of  the  fixth  book,  an4 
l^e  fixthepiftle  of  the  ieventh  book. 

In  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty  five  Tra^ 
JAN  entered  into'  his  fifth  confviUhtp.  L,  Appius 
I4ax;mus  w^  his  collegqe.  MaIcimus  had  par? 
ftc^rf^rly  fi^^zed  Wmiclt  in  the  Pacian  war.     On 

#  Vide  panegyric,  c^p.  13;  a^  14. 

^A.  U.  C.  851.  f  A.U.  C.  »54. 

^  Th^  emperor  returped  in  t)ie  year  fi%  five ;  and  upon  ac- 
f:0|intofhis  (uccefieg  oyer  th<K  Fannpnians  and  the  Daciaiis,  a. 
triumph  was  4€Cfee4  tp  h^in.     At  the  ia^e  ti^pe  he  was  foraamed 

'  '  ^  the 
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the  emperor's  return  from  D^rf^  "Pliny  met  him  at 
Centumcella^  where  Trajan  had  begun  a  moft  mag-PuNY  at 
nifiocnt  harbour.  Centumeiia. 

Soon  afterwards  Pliny  was  deputed  with  confular  He  is  fait  u 
power,  as  lieutenant  and  propraetor  of  the  provinccs;^^'^''' 
of  Bitbynia  and  Pmtus^  and  the  republic  of  the  By- 
2antines. 

The  letters  of  this  year,  which  are  not  fpecified 'r';*  ^^^^^ 
in  the  tenth  book,  are  epiftle  the  eighth  of  the  fourth  theyearSss. 
book,  and  epiftk  the  thirty  firft  of  the  fixth  book : 
the  former  of  which  is  a  letter  erf"  thanks  to  Arri- 
ANUS  for  his  congratulation  on  Pliny's  promotion  to 
the  augurftiip :  which  office  was  become  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Sextus  Julius  Frontinus,  the  parti- 
cular friend  of  Pliny,  and  one  of  the  emperor's 
chief  favourites  •. 

When  you  read  the  tinth  h(xk<,  I  hope  you  will 
think,  that  I  have  omitted  no  circumftance  relating  to 
Pliny  during  his  refidencc  in  Bifbyrtia  **.     For  that 
particular  period,  I  refer  you  to  the  feries  of  let- 
ters between  him,  and  his  imperial  mafter.     After  Few  anec 
his  return  into  Italy  few  anecdotes  of  him  are  to  b^fo^^hL 
found.      He  feems,   my  Charles,  to  have  palled  after  his  re- 
the  later  fcenes  of  his  life  in  the  manner  I  could  ^"'"* 
wjlh  to  pafs  my  own :    In  retirement,    amidft  his 
family  and  frierds ;  at  a  diftance  from  courts  an4 
fenates;  far  withdrawn  from  noife  and  oftcntation; 
happy  amidft  the  fwects  of  rural  eafe  and  domeftic 
pleaiurcs : 

**  The  world  forgetting,  by  the  world  forgot/* 

Not  above  one  or  two  of  Pliny's  epiftles  are  evi- 
dential proofs  of  his  return.     In  the  tenth  epiftle  of 

•  Sec  his  charadlcr  in  the  obfcrvations  on  the  19th  epiftle  of 
Book  9« 

^Pliny  went  into  Bithynia  A.  U.  C.  855.  He  returned  from 
thence  A.  U.  C.  857. 

E  4  *  *« 
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tj>c  (v^th  boojc  he  mcn^ons  thcrtomb  of  Vergini^ 
US  RuFus,  which,  he  fays,  was  unfinilhed,  although 
RuFus  had  been  dead  ten  years*.  Rufus  died  in. 
-  the  year  of  Rome  eight  hundred  and  forty  nine,  which 
fixes  that  epiftle,  ^d  proves  Pliny  to  have  been  a» 
live  in  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty  nine  **. 

Perhaps  we  may  date  in  the  fame  year  his  epiftle  to 
Cat^inxus  ^,  whom  he  applauds  for  hb  intentions  of 
writing  ^  Greek  poem  on  tfi^  Daciaq  war,  Trajan's 
lail  triumph  over  the  Dacian3  was  in  the  year  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  eight;  a  year  after  Pliny's  return 
from  Bitbynia :  fo  that  we  may  certainly  fix  the  cpi- 
tie  to  that,  or  the  fubfequent  year. 
The  laft  ^o  other  records  are  to  be  gathered  of  him  firom 
pI'A^vI  his  own  works.  Cassiodorus  mentions  him  in  the 
confulfhip  of  Lucius  Publicius  Celsus  II.  and 
Clodius  Crispinus  ^  His  words  are.  His  confuli- 
l?usy  Plinius  Secundus  J^ovocomenJU  orator  et  biftori" 
cus  ^  injignis  babetur^  cujus  ingenii  flurima  opera  ex^- 
tant.  If  this  authority  may  be  depended  upon* 
Pliny  reached  the  fifty  firft,  or  fifty  fecpnd  year  of 
bis  age :  but  how  much  longer  he  lived,  or  in  what 
manner,  or  in  what  part  of  Italy  he  died,  is  entirely 
unknown. 

It  may  not  be  improper  now  to^  fi)eak  pf  this 
tranfiation,  begun  long  ago,  freauently  laid  afide, 
and  intemipte^.  9ut  as  Pliny  has"  ever  been  pne 
of  my  favourite  authors,  I  cpnftantly  rcliimed  piy 
taflc,  not  only  with  great  pleafiire,  but  with  a  parti-r 
cular  fatisfaftion,  in  hopes  of  giving  you,  one  day 

*  Zuhit  indignatio  cum  mferaticne :  pofi  decimum  mortis  annum  rt' 
liquiast  negU£himque  cinerem  Jim  titulo^  Jine  nomine  jactrey  &c. 

*  Pliny  Was  t|ien  in  the  forty  fixth,  or  forty  fcventh  y^ar  of 
his  age.-   • 

« l4b.  8.  Ep.  4.  *  A.  U.  C.  864. 

*  In  t)ie  eighth  epiftle  of  the  fifth  bopk  we  fhall  find^  that 
Capito,  and  feveral  other  friends  of  Pliny,  had  advifed  him  to 
f niploy  his  thoughts  vfn  writing  hiflory ;  and,  according  to  Ca^- 
I10DORU8.  he  put  the  advice  into  execution. 

or 
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6r  other,  this  public  teftimony  of  my  affedion,-  That 
timc.is  come,,  and  if  the.  obfervations,  which  I  have 
fubjoined  to  each  epiftle,  may  prove  to  you  of  any' 
ufe  or  entertainment,  the  utmoft  of  my  ambition  is 
fully  anfivered ;  fince  the  work  itfelf  proceeds  from 
no  vain  oftentation  of  learning,  or  reftlefs  thirft  of 
fame..  On  the  contrary,  I  efteem  it  but  as  a  trifle  5 
the  amufement  of  my  leifure  hours ;  the  offepring. 
of  winter  evenings  paflea  in  the  country;  and  the. 
?fFe6t,of  that,  retirement  and  inaftivity,  from  which. 
I  am  fcarce  ever  drawn,  but  with  the  utnioft  reludb-^ 
ance:  May  you  move  in  a  more  diflinguilhcd  Iphere ! 
or  if  you  chufe  the  otium^  be  it  cum  dignitatei  etiam 
fUm  maxima !  fuperior  to  the  pride  of  courts,  equally 
iuperior  to  affefted  patriotifm  ;  not  to  be  dazzled  by 
immediate  honours  ;  not  to  be^miiguided  by  too  di» 
llant  profpefts,  Hife,  my  Charles,  a  ri^t  honef^ 
preferably  to  a  right  honourable  man.  But  private 
wiihes,  and  paternal  tendernefs  are  growing  upon 
me.  L^et  us  quit  the  thenie,,  and  let  us  ccturn  tp« 
my  tranflation  of  Pliny. 

You  will  find  me  often,  perhaps  too  often,  com-of the  or- 
plaining  of  the  order  and  dilpofition,  in  which  Pli-  f!SJI^  */• 
NY  s  letters  are  placed.      The  connexions   betweeaPLiKY't 
the  cpiftles  qn  the  fame  fubjeft  are  fo  entirely  broken^^*^^^ 
phat  the  beauty  and  Jnftruaion  of  the  narrative  are 
utterly  deftroyed.     It  is  probable,   that  the  whole 
coUeftion  is  not  come  down  to.  us:  and  we  have 
great  reafon  to  regret,  that  not  one  epiille  of  any  of 
his  correlpondents,  Trajan  excepted,  has  reached 
our  times,     Under  thefe,   ^d  other  difadvantages, 
the  works  of  the  younger  Pliny  have  appeared.     He 
is  in  a  nianner  eclipfed  by  the  greater  nan^^  of  Ci- 
cero ;    and  the  charafter  of  his  uncle,    the  ejder 
Pliny,  by  being  more  known,  and  morp  celebrated, 
has  been  of  difadvantageous  confequence   to  the  ne- 
phew.   Doftor  MiDDLETON,  in  his  life  ofTut^LY, 
exerts  himfelf  with  feverity  againft.  the  ftyle,   and 

writings 
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writings  of  our  author.  A  blow  frMn  fiich  a  liand 
is  of  fatal  confequence.  Homer  tells  us,  that  when 
Neptune  exerted  his  celeftial  power,  when  a  deity 
intcrpofed,  even  Hector  was  knocked  down.  We 
may  fuppofe,  that  thefe  heathen  deities,  like  mortal 
men,  were  partial.  They  had  their  favourites,  and, 
at  any  rate,  thofe  favourites  were  to  be  fupported,  fo 
as  to  appear  invulnerable ,  and  almoft  immortal. 
But  Pliny  muft  not  die,  becaufe  Cicero  muft  live. 
Vivat  uterque.  They  were  two  illuftrious  Romans, 
each  diffcrendy  great. 

If  any  future  editor  were  to  range  Pliny's  epiftles 
in  another  difpofition  from  that,  in  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  compiled,  he  might  divide  the  nine  firft 
books  into  four  clafles  :  one  of  which  might  contain 
all  the  letters  relating  to  the  Roman  (enate,  and  the 
fevcral  laws  and  privileges  at  Rome^  either  hinted  at, 
or  more  folly  expatiated  on  in  the  epiftles.  A  iecond 
cla0  might  comprehend  all  fuch  letters,  as  treat  up- 
on oratory,  ftyle,  tranflation,  and  the  different  man- 
ner of  writing.  The  third  might  include  the  cha- 
raAers  of  particular  perfons,  and  the  defcription  of 
particular  places.  The  fourth  might  be  affigned  not 
only  to  his  letters  of  politenefs,  his  family  epiftles, 
ana  the  anecdotes  of  himfclf,  but  to  the  more  trifling 
iubje£ts,  that  have  engaged  his  leifure  hours.  Among 
tixHe  ought  to  be  inferted  his  poetical  pieces,  which 
gre  rather  a  blemifli,  than  an  honour  to  his  charafter. 
This  fourth  divifion  m^ht  poflibly  be  the  largeft : 
but  in  it  would  appear  mch  a  fond  of  noblenefs  and 
gcnerofity,  as  might  well  compenfate  the  difappoint- 
ment  in  fbmetimes  finding  him  fo  far  led  aftray  from 
his  dignity  and  ierious  manner  of  wridng,  that  a 
poet  Vould  probably  compare  h;m  to  a  filk  worm, 
nfhich,  after  having  done  an  admirable  and  ufeful 
work,  turns  hcrfelf  into  a  butterfly.  But  amidft  all 
his  trifles,  he  ftill  maintains  elegance  and  politencjls  \ 
»nd  amidft  an  -  hij  viwaity^  he  never  fails  to  illuftrate, 

.    •  nay 
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nay  even  to  magnify  the  accomplifhments  of  his 
friends.  Such  a  di^fidon,  nugis  et  vanitate  non  ob^ 
ftantibusj  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of  a  mod:  excellent 
heart. 

I  ihall  detain  you  no  longer  from  the  epifUes  them- 
felves,  than  to  afliire  you,  that,  whatever  difficulty 
I  have  experienced  in  wording  the  tranflation,  it  is 
much  more  difficult  to  find  expreffions  adequate  to 
the  paternal  tendemefs,  with  which  I  am,  my  dear 
Chahles, 

Your  afieftionate  Father, 
y.^^vst't'  and  your  firft,  and  in  truth      ' 

your  faithflilleft  Friend 

ORRERY. 
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BO  O.K    t 

EPISTtE    L" 

Pliny /()  Sept  J  Tius  Clarus. 

^OV  have  often  entreated  me,  to  gather 
][  up  thole  letters,  which  I  have  written 
^  with  any  degree  of  accuiaty,  add  to 
I  give  them  to  the  pubUc,  Z  have  obcy- 
^  cd  your  commands,  without  paying  the 
leaft  regard  to  the  order  of  time,  they 
not  being  deligned  as  a  hiftory.  I  have  placed  them 
together,  as  they  happened  to  come  to  my  hands.  I 
hope  ndther  you  will  repent  of  your  advice,  nor  I  o{ 
my  compliance  i  the  conlequence  of  which  will  be. 
that  I  muft  enquire  fof  fuch  of  my  letters,  as  arc 
fcattered  abroad ;  and  if  I  write  any  more  heieafter. 
they  Ihall  certunly  be  publUhed.    Farewell. 

'  '      *^  OBSER- 
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The  firft  cpiftle,  the  introdtiaory  preface  to  all  the  reft, 
if  a  demonftration,  that  Pliny  publii&ed  hb  letters,  not 
finom  zny  vain  motion  of  his  owii' hearty  but  at  die  repeated 
fidicitation  of  Septitius.  ^'/Hfifwirf^  bwiapa  ts:  "you 
^  have  peipetualljr  been  prcAng  me."  Certainly  the  reft  of 
'  Flint's  friends  Joined  in  the  fame  requeft,  not  fo  much 

-  periiaps  with  a  view  to  die  honodr  of  the  perfon,  who  wrote 
\  tiie  letters ,  as  to  the  honour  of  the  jperfons,  to  whrai'  tfiey 

weie  written.    There  is  an  irrefiftibie  pride  in  befog  the  &- 

yourite  of  a  mat  and  an  efhinent  man.    His  fmues,  like 

'^the  beams  or  the  fun,*  ripen'  and  bring  forward  aU,  upon 

-  whom  they  Ihine :  lik^  die  fun  too,  they  oftiea  ihine  upon 
'  JAe  good  and  bad  vrithout  ffiftinffeion  ;  for  it  fcmifldmAB  hap- 
^'mis,  that  fkiicv,  whim^  indidence^  or ^  &ilfe;'W||^  caufc, 

fisve  fo'^eat  a 'Inare^'  and  are  fo  iinacco'untably  previaleiit  in 
the  choice  of  ftien^  and  oompkniofid,  that  we  fee. brave 
men  infufted  by  cowards,  wife  men  direded  by  fools,  and 
honeft  men  guided  by  knaves;  But  Pliny  was  governed 
neither  by  paffion  nidr  prejjidicft  In  ttte  dioice  of  his  favour- 
ites. He  judged  with  coolnels  and  deliberation.  He  had 
obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  pf  the  world.  He  was  not 
only  learned  in* -books,  but  in  m^;  a  kind  of  learning 
more  difficult  and  more  ufeful  even  than  philofophy. 

^M  adbuc  nigUSfie  jatent  repiiran^  :■  '^  I  muft  look  after 
•*  fuch  letters,  as  have  hitherto  been  ncgleded."  This 
more  literal  conftrufUon  may  poffibly  convey  the  exader 
meaning  of  t)ftir  author.  He  diodes  perhaps  to  letters, 
which  he  had  long  fince  thrown  afide  and  nc^tSHid^  but  of 
which  he  had  rttfiuned  copied 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E    U. 

Plinv /0 Arkianus. 

I N  C  E I  forefce  yotif  return  will  not  be  fo  Tobji 
Q  as  you  propofed,  I  now  fend  the  book,  which  I 
prbmifed  ydo  infonne  of  my  former  letters.  Ufe  me 
MS  you  have  hitherto  d6nt  v  not  only  read  my  work, 
:binr  oarredt  it.    I  am  more  earneft  in  this  reqiuefl:,  be- 

caufe. 
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eaufe^  none  of  my  works  appear  to  me  to  have  beea 
written  throughout,  hi  the  fame  ftyle  and  manner ; 
foi"  I  have  endeavoured  to  imitate  Demosthikes, 
who  was  always  your  favourite,  and  Calvus,  who  b 
latelv  become  mine.  However,  my  imitations  ase 
connned  merely  to  the  oratorical  figures  of  their  ftyle; 
for  the  fpirit  of  fuch  men  can  be  equalled  only  bjr 
thofe  to  whom  the  Gods  have  given  an  equal  geniui. 
The  fub^eft  itfclf  (cxcufe  the  arrogance  or  the  expref- 
fion^  favoured  fuch  a  kind  of  emulation.  The  whole 
difficulty  lay  in  a  certain  vehemence  of  fpeech,  which 
was  very  neceflary  to  rouze  a  man,  if  I  am  to  be  rouz- 
ed,  funk  by  long  difufe  into  lethargic  indolence* 
However  1  did  not  avoid  tlK>fe  gentler  flowers  of  rhe- 
toric, wluch  our  countryman  Tully  fo  crften  makes 
ufe  of,  whenever  fuch  ornaments  were  feafbnable,  and 
did  not  carry  me  too  much  out  of  my  way.  My  aim 
was  to  be  fharp,  not  ill-natured. 

Imagine  not  from  hence^  that  I  am  befpeaking  your 
favour.  But,  thus  far  I  will  confefs,  in  hopes  to  pro- 
voke your  criticifms,  that  my  friends  and  I,  if  your 
approbation  attends  our  partiality,  fhall  make  no  difE- 
cutty  to  (ubmit  tlus  piece  to  the  world :  for  certainly 
fomcthii^  muft  be  pubiifhcd,  and  I  could  wifh  it  were 
thi$  work,,  (you  hear  the  wi(h  of  lazinels)  becaufe  it  is 
reidy :  there  are  feveral  realbns  for  publifhing  fomc- 
thing- ;  chic&y,  as  there  is  a  great  demand  made  for 
my  writings,  (althou^  ^ley  have  already  loft  the 
charm  of  novelty,)  onlefs  the  bookfellers  &y  ib  to  flat^ 
ter  nie.  Blit  if'^  their  flattery  incites  me  to  a  cloler 
purfuit  of  my  ftudies,  let  them  flatter  on.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.-  •       .  .    ■  •  J.   ■  _  ... 

Worfcs  iiitended  for  the  public  ihouI4,  Was  goU^  be  tclql 

in  tile  fire;  if  the  metal  is  pure,  it  wUt  ipom^  out  ihtn- 

'  log  fffiA  iinbun  i  if  ba/e,  let  it  perifh.in  ttlt;  jl^lnes.     But 

pride  has  fo  univerfal  an  aibendsintoVjftx:  t)|^.  jninds  of.moft 

men,  and  of  authors  in  particular,  that  they  chuTe  rather  to 

faU 
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'.fall  a  facrifice  to  public  cenfure,  than  to  enjoy  the  advantaj 
of  private  advice.  In  converfatiou  a  man  will  expofe  his 
thoughts  freely  to  his  friends,  and  cautioufly  to  his  foes ;  but 
when  he  commits  thofe  faults  to  writing,  and  from  thence  to 
the  prefs,  he  genially  puts  /riends  and  enemies  upon  the 
i^e  footing,  Contults  neither  the  one  ilor  the  other,  but 
appears  at  once  to  them  both  with  all  his  imperfe£iions  on  hii 
iiad.  This  'ialfe  condufl  can  arife  only  from  vanity  and 
felf-conceit« '  In  converfation  a  coxcomb  may  meet  with  ad-» 
verfarics  ready  and  able  to  conteft  with  him,  but  in  writing 
he  has  the  .field  to  himfelf ;  no  body  can  enter  his  dofet,  no 
body  can  ftop  his  pen;  he  goes  on  in  triumph,  and  he  takes 
liis  rank  accordingly  in  the  temple  of  Fame.  But  the  mind  of 
Pliny  is  clear  from  thefe  errors  of  prefumption ;  he  is  devoid 
t)f  pride  and  ftifF  opinion  j  he  is  defirous  of  inftru£lion  and 
-advice,  and  is  willing,  to  receive  all  the  affiftance  of  his 
£:iends,  efpecially  of  Arrianus,  whofe  criticifms  had  pro<« 
lably  been  of  benefit  to  him  before.  Hunc  rog9  tx  cwfiutu- 
-dbifi  tua^  et  legas  et  emendes:  ^^  treat  me  with  your  ufual 

"  friendfhip,  read  my  work,  and  correA  it" 

The  work,  that  Pli^y  hints  at  here,  yrzs  an  oration^ 
which  he  was  prefTed  to  publifh,  in  defence  oif  Accia  Va- 
TtioLA,  a  lady  of  great  quality,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  in  the 
thirty  third  epiftle  of  the  fixth  book.  Rut  he  was  diffident 
•cf  this  particular  performance,  becaufe  it  was  a  new  at« 
ten^t.  It  was  written  in  imitation  of  Demostkinei, 
whofe  ftyle  and  manner  was  full  of  fire  and  force;  Quin- 
,TILIAN  calls  that  celebrated  Grecian,  bngeprinceps  waUrum  : 
^^  the  ihtning  prince  of  orators,'*  and  he  bears  mat  charaAcr 
todusday. 

^"  SiDOKtt^s  A^olltkArxs  points  out  very  juftly  the 
'4iiFereitt  dsara£ters  bfCicskd  and  Demosthskes,  where 
ht  fays  irisfcitur  ut  Demosthenes^  ferfuadit  ut  Tulli- 
fjs:  *<  in  his  anger  he  is  Demosthekes,  in  his  eloquence 
**  he  is  TutLY."  The  one  drives  rapidly,  the  other  leads 
gently.  The  one  burfts  out  like  a  torrent,  in  found  and 
vehemence ;  the  other  glides  fwifUy  aloii^  like  a  beautiful 
ftream,  always  clear  and  fulU  always  ilrong  and  gentle. 
Pliny  therefore  (hews  a  remarkaUe  nicene&  of  iydgemtnt^ 
to  piix  the  polilhed  dialed  of  CzoERo  ^idth  the  rougher 
energy  of  I>BMosTHENsa»aiid  like  a  fidtFul  architeA  noakci 
lih  pwlding  at  once  bod^ 

Cai- 
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Calvus  Was  an  orator  of  the  fame  turn  and  difpofltlotli 
with  Demosthenes  ;  but  Tully  is  of  opinion,  that  he 
wanted  force ;  for  fpeaking  of  him  in  a  letter  to  Treboni- 
vs-j  he  fays,  multse  erant  ei  et  ricondita  litene,  vtsnon  etai: 
**  he  had  much  and  deep  learning,  but  wanted  energy  :** 
but  adds  immediately  after,  dejudicio  ejus  valde  exifitmavi 
bene :  '*  I  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  his  judgment/'    It 
is  impofible  not  to  be  curious  after  any  man,  whom  PlinV 
honoured  with  his  imitation  ;  but  time  has  cruelly  fwalloWed 
up  the  orations  of  Pliny  himfelf^  the  panegyric  ott  Tra- 
jan excepted)  and  has  devoured  thofe  of  Ca LV  us  likewife. 
All  we  can  know  of  him  is  from  thofe  places,  where  he  is 
now  and  then  mentioned  by  different  authors.      AuLus 
Gellius,  Ovid,   Propertius,  and  Horace  f(>eakof 
him  as  a  poet ;  but  we  mufl  here  view  him  in  the  light  of 
an  orator;  andwefhall  find  him  often  mentioned  as  fuch 
by  Tully,    Seneca,  and  Quintilian  :  the  latter  of 
whom  fpeaks  of  his  eloquence  thus,  EJi  ei  etfan^fa  et  gravis 
cratioj  et  caftigata^  et frequenter  vehemens  quoque.  Imitator  eft 
autem  Atticorum^  fecttque  till  proper ata  mors  injuriam^  Ji  quid 
adje^urusj  nmfi  quid  detraSfurus  fuit :  **  His  language  is 
•'  folemn,  and  weighty,  chafte,  and  fometimes  vehement, 
**  He  imitated  the  Attic  manner;   and  death  could  only^ 
^  do  him  an  injury,    if  he  defigned  to  make  additions, 
**  not  if  he  intended  to  expunge  any  part  of  his  works." 
InXhtdialogus  de  oratorihus  yulgzrly  attributed  to  Tacitus^ 
tut  generallv  thought  to  beQuiNTiLiAN's,  he  is  likewife 
fpoken  of,  but  not  with  fo  high   a   degree  of  reputation^ 
Upon  the  whole  Calvus  fcarce  appears  in  the  firftclafsof 
orators,  but  may  rather  be  compared,  as  Long  in  us  fays  of 
Hyperides,   to  a  champion,   who,  though  not  chief  in 
each  of  the  five  forts  of  exercifes  fingly,  yet  exceeded  the 
common  rate  of  wrefllers  in  them  all  together. 

jfcres  enim  effiy  non  trijlcs  volebamus  ;  *^  I  would  be  (harp, 
*'  not  ill-natured :"  or  in  the  words  of  Hamlet,  ''  let  me 
**  fpeak  daggers,  but  ufe  none."  Good  nature,  the  cha- 
rafterifticofPLiNY,  may  be  feen  in  this  fentence  much  to 
his  honour.  He  was  engaged  in  a  caufe,  where  the  ftrong- 
cft  inveSives  might  not  only  have  been  juflified,  but  were 
almoft  neceffary.  A  lady  of  high  rank,  both  by  birth  and 
jnarriage,  had  been  cheated  of  her  fortune  by  an  old  doat- 
jng  father,  who  at  fourfcore  tottered  into  the  bands  of  ma- 
trimony, to  the  damage  and  dif-inheritance  of  his  only  child. 

Vol.  L  F  Flint 
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Pliny  undertopk ber  caufe:  it  vfs^  beard  iit  the  courts  of 
the  centunwlriy  vhere  he  copqi^eried  in  ^e  moft  triumphant 
manner ;  but  in  his  cofiquefi  fhewed  mefcjr,  and  in  his  tri- 
umph avoided  prifelty.  Ife  ayj^s /7^^r,  hut  not  trijiis^  and 
icprned  to  buy  the  greate^  applaufe,  by  the  leaft  malevo- 
lence :  he  lafned  tjie  youthful  inamorato,  but  fpared  the 
gf  ey^headed  father  5  ren^mbring,  that  he  was  advocate  for 
^daughtef,  whofe  filial  piety,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  bin* 
deredhernot  fropijuftice,  deharred  her  from  revenge. 

Whateyer  elfe  might  be  faid  on  thi$  occafioA  wUl  come 
morfsproppr  i^gx  the  thirty  third  epiftle  of  t]iefi^th  book* 

i         EPISTLE    III. 

PlI  N  Y  /O  G  AN  IN  lUS   RtFFUS. 

TELL  me  what  are  you  doing  at  Cpmums 
Coipum  equally  the  objcift  of  our  4plight! 
Tell  me  feme  pews  of  th^t  cnchapting  vill^j  qf 
the  gajlery,  'vvjicre  it  is  always  fpring  j^  of  ^e  pl^ne 
tr(2p§,  whiph  fpread  thetrifelyes  moft  diffufively;  of 
the  green  enamelled  banks  of  your  canal ;  of  your 
fake  fituated  for  pleafure  and  for  ufe ;  of  ypqr  placp 
for  exercifejj  the  ground  of  which  is  foft,^  and  yef 
Iblid ;  of  your  bath  open  to  the  fun  on  every  fide ; 
pfypur  various  dining  rooipa,  fuited  to  a  Ijfrger  or 
ieffir  cppp^ny  j  of  your  bed-chambers  rnade  foir  re-f 
pofe  both  by  d^y  and  night.  5ay,  are  you  wholly 
engaged  by  diefe  beauties,  and  do  they  fhare  you  by 
turns?  or  are  you  called  from  them,  as  ufiial,  by 
frequent  excurfions  to  your '  family  afiairs?  If  thef§ 
beauties  entirely  pofl^fs. you,  then  is  your  happinefe 
complete :  but  it  not,  then  are  you  one  of  many 
in  the  fame  miferable  fxtuation.  Come,  my  friendf 
it  is  high  time,  leave  low  and  fojdid  cares  to  others: 
^nd  apply  your  mind  entirely  to  your  ftudies  in  the 
deep  recefe  of  fuch  an  undifturbed  retreat :  let  this  be 
your  bufinefs  and  your  recreation  ^  your  labour  and 
your  reft  j  the  objed:  of  your  waking  thoughts  ^ind 

V  of 
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of  your  dreams.  Plan  out  and  cx)mpoic  fome  Woric/ 
that  may  ever  belong  to  you :  for  yovtr  other  poflfcC-' 
lions  will  frequently  change  mafters^  but  this  will  be. 
always  your  own.  I  know  the  foul  I  exhort,  I  kriow 
the  genius  I  fpeak  to.  Let  me  fee  you  endeavour  ta 
appear  as  great  in  your  own  eye^  as  you  certainly  will' 
in  the  eye  of  others,  when  once  you  become  confciouf 
of  your  own  abilities*     FarewelL 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Whoever  has  a  defire  to  learn  the  art  of  praifing  without 
infincerity,  of  obliging  without  meannefs,  and  of  delighting 
the  pulsions,  without  flattering  the  vices,  will  find  that  art 
in  this  letter.  Our  author  infinuates  himfelf  into  his  friendf 
by  touching  elegantly  upon  every  particular  b^^uty  belong* 
ing  to  the  country  feat  of  RtJFCs.  He  begins  his  lett«? 
with  a  fet  of  queftions,  that  are  fo  many  pi^ures  of  the 
place.  They  are  drawn  in  miniature,  and  Ihew  e^quifite 
ikill  in  the  punter :  the  invention  is  nice^  the  exprefllori 
delicate,  and  the  colouring  agreeable  to  the  whole*  Tb< 
obfervations,  that  are  made  in  confequence  of  fuch  ori^nal^t 
may  be  looked  upon  Hs  frames,  which  arc  intended  as  omat 
mental  additions  to  pieces  of  mfinite  more  value  than  th^ 
frames  themfelves. 

In  the  territories  of  Comum  lived  CaniniOs,  and  in  the 
city  of  Comum  PlxnV  was  bornj  and  though  it  is  fcan;o 
pofltble  not  to  hay^  a  partiality  for  our  birth  place,  be  it 
where  it  will,  vet  Pj-iky  fliews  his  paffion  for  Comum  tP 
arife  only  for  the  beauty  of  the  fituation,  the  tempergturCJ 
of  the  air,  and  the  various  and  elegant  improvements  loacb 
thereby  Cai^Inius,  He  calls  it Juburbanum  am(eni£mum^ 
**  a  villa  filled  with  charms :"  nor  can  imagination  form  g 
more  delighful  place,  than  the  open  gallery,  which  he  fpealgi 
of,  vernafemper :  **  where  it  was  perpetual  fpring/* 

The  next  enquiry  he  makes  is  after  a  fhady  grove  of  plane 
trees :  ^id  Uhecleifuv  $p^djpmus  ?  The  plane  tree  was  in 
highefteem  araongft  the  antients,  as  we  may  learn  from 
Mr.  Evei^yW,  whofe  ftile  is  particular,  but  whofe  accoiwit 
is  curious. 

*^  Platanus  ((ays  he)  that  fo  beautiful  and  precious  tree,  (a 
••  doated  on  by  Xerxes,  that  ^lian  aiw  other  authors    ' 

Fa  •*  t«U 
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**  tell  US,  he  made  halty  and  ftopt  his  prodigious  army  of 
•'  feventeen  hundred  thoufand  foldiers,  which  even  covered 
**  the  fea,  exhaufted  rivers,  and  thruft  mount  Athos  from 
**  the  continent,  to  admire  ^i pulchritude  and  procerity  of 
one  of  thefe  goodly  trees,  arid  became  fo  fond  of  it,  that 
fpoiling  both  himfelfy  his  concubines^  and  great  perfins^  of 
all  their  jewels,  he  covered  it  with  gold,   gems,  neck-* 
laces,  fcarfs,  and  bracelets,  and  infinite  riches  :  in  fiim^ 
**  was  fo  enamoured  of  it,  that  for  fome  daysj  neithier  thr^ 
*'  concernment  of  his  grand  expedition,  nor  intereft  of  Ho- 
''^  nour,  nor  the  neceflarjr  motion  of  his  portentous  army 
**  could  perfuade  him  from  it-     He  ftyled  it  bis  minion,  his 
**  miftrefs,   his  goddefs :  and  when  he  was  forced  to  part 
from  it,  he  caufed  the  figure  of  it  to  be  ftamped  in  a. 
medal  of  gold,   which  he  continually  wore  about  him.^ 
**  Wherever  they   built   their  fumptuous  and   magnificent 
•*  colleges  for  thecxercife  of  youth  in  gymnajiicsj  as  riding, 
**  (hooting,  wreftling,  funning,  ^r.  (like  our  French  academies) 
**  and  where  the  graver  philofophers  alfo  met  to  converfe 
*^  together  and  improve  their  ftudies,  betwixt  the  xy^a  and 
*'  fuhdiales  ambulationes,  (which  were  porticos  open  to  the 
**  air,)  they  planted  groves  and  walks  of  platans  to  refrelh 
"  and  {hade  the  pal^rita^  as  you  have  them  defcribed  by 
•'  ViTRUVius,  lib.  5.  cap.  II.  and  as  Claudius  Per- 
•'  RAULT  has  affifted  the  text  with  a  figure  or  ichnographicat 
'*  plot.     Thefe  trees  the  Romans  firft  brought  out  of  tht 
*'  Levant^  and  cultivated  with  fo  much  induftry  and  coftj 
*'  for  their  ftately  arid  proud  head  only,  that  great  orators 
*'  and  ftatfcfmen,  Cicero  and  Hortensius,  would  ex- 
''  change  now  and  then  a  turn  at  the  bar,  that  they  might 
**  have  the  pleafure  to  ftep  to  theirvillas,  arid  refrem  |,their 
**  platans  J  which  they  would  often  irrigate  With  wine,  in- 
*'  ftead  of  water,  and  fo  prized  the  very  fhadow  of  it,  that 
*'  when  afterwards  they  tranfplanted  them  to  France^  they 
*«  exaded  a  tribute  of  arty  of  the  natives,  who  fhould  pfe- 
**  fume  but  to  put  his  head  under  it.  Pliny  tells  us,  there  is 
•'  no  tree  whatfoever,  which  fo  Well  defends  us  from  the 
^'  heat  of  fummer,  nor  that  admits  it  more  kindly  in  winter; 
•*  and  for  our  encouragement,  I  do  upon  experience  aflure 
*<  you,  that  they  will  flourifh  and  abide,  without  any  more 
^'  trouble,  than  frequent  and  plentiful  watering,  which  from 
**.  their  youth  they  excefEvely  delight  in,   and  gratefully 
**  acknowledge  by  their  growth  accordingly." 
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^«;V  Euripus  virtdis  et  gemmeus?  "  The  green  enamelled 
*'  banks  of  your  canal."  The  Euripi  were  open  aqueduSs, 
which  could  be  filled  or  emptied  at  pleafure.  They  derived 
their  name  from  a  narrow  fea  between  Euboea  and  Bceotia^ 
that  ebbs  and  flows  feven  times  in  four  and  twenty  hours* 
They  were  madq  with  great  art,  and  when  they  were  hot 
filled  with  water,  the  bottom  appeared  green,  and  the  bank^ 
adorned  with  flowers.  The  Circus  at  Kome^  where  the  fea- 
fights  were  reprefented,  was  fupplied  in  the  fame  manner  by 
canals  called  Euripi,  When  the  Naumachia  were  exhibited^ 
the  Circus  was  filled  with  water  from  the  Euripi^  which  lat- 
ter then  remained  dry;  but  when  the  naval  fports  wer^ 
ended,  the  water  was  turned  back  again  into  the  Euripi^ 
and  the  bottom  of  the  Circm  remained  dry.  But  the  expref-' 
fion  viridis  it  gemmeus  may  poflibly  bear  another  fignifica- 
tion.  The  gemmeus  might  be  owing  to  the  refraction  of  the 
rays  of  light  through  the  tranfparent  ftream,  which  made  it 
appear  like  a  diamond  with  a  clear  water ;  and  the  bottom 
of  it  was  the  foil :  if  fo,  this  could  happen  only  when  it 
was  full,  and  in  a  proper  motion,  which  divenified  and 
fcattered  the  rays  more.  • 

The  philofophy  of  it  ftands  thus.  The  rays  of  li^t| 
pafling  through  any  medium,  are  refrafted  according  to  the 
denfity  and  tranfparencv  of  it ;  on  which  account  all  pd* 
lucid  gems  have  a  lultre.  in  proportion  to  their  denfitjrt 
For  this  reafon,  the  rays  of  light  reflefted  from  a  folid  fur- 
face,  and  refrafted  through  the  water,  will  give  a  luftre 
like  a  gem,  and  are  colleded,  when  the  bafon  is  full,  into 
a  brighter  focus,  than  they  can  be  from  reflexion  only, 
when  the  bafon  is  empty,  in  the  different  proportion^ 
which  water  bears  to  air,  which  is  as  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  to  one. 

^iid  fubjeSius  tt  ferviens  lacus  ?  "  Your  lake  fituated  for 
"  pleafure  and  for  ufe.**  We  may  judge  from  this  queftion^ 
that  the  lake  was  at  fome  diftance  from  the  houfe,  far 
enough  to  afford  an  agreeable  profpe£t,  and  near  enough  to 
ferve  ail  the  ufes  of  the  family.  The  Euripus  probably  fell 
into  it,  and  the  grove  of  Platans  furrounded  the  borders : 
fo  that  if  we  take  the  whole  together,  it  feems  to  anfwer 
the  place,  to  which  Mr.  Dryc^n  condu^  his^'  fool  of 
nature. 

F  3  Where 
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Where  in  a  plain  defended  by  a  wood 
Crept  through  the  matted  grafs  a  cr)^al  floods 
By  which  an  alabailer  fountain  ftood. 

^id  ilia  msllis  et  tamen  felida  gijlatio  ?  *'  Your  riding 
<«  place,  the  ground  of  which  is  fo  foft,  and  yet  fo  firm.** 
The  Romans  were  fond  of  exercife,  and  were  fenfible,  how 
conducive  it  was  to  health:  they  took  care  to  have  at  their 
country  (eats  a  covered  place,  or  houfe,  in  which  they 
could  either  ride  on  horfeback,  or  be  carried  in  a  chariotf 
whenever  the  extremity  of  weather  put  a  flop  to  all  exer- 
ciit  abrojad.  This  was  called  gejlaiio^  and  had  fo  ^  a  re-» 
ibmblance  to  the  riding  houfes  of  thefe  days,  that  it  was 
built  up,  and  cloTed  on  both  fides,  to  keep  out  the  fun  in 
l^mnier,  and  the  rain  in  winter. 

An^  utfilebas^  intent Une  ret  familiar  is  obeunda^  crehrisex* 
0irfiemil>m  evocaris  ?  "  Are  you,  as  ufual^  perpetually  intcr- 
•*  rupted  by  the  avocation  of  &mily  employments  ?"  Pliny 
IS  very  ^pprehenfive,  that  the  private  affairs  of  Caninius, 
of  whofe  genius  and  capacity  he  has  the  highefl  opinion^ 
|My  divert  bim  ftom  the  enjoyment  of  his  fhidies  :  he  there^ 
fore  advifes  his  friepd  to  quit  all  bufinefs  ;  and  to  fet  about 
(biae  work  of  iinmortality^  Which  reminds  us  of  wbjit 
^0RAQ£  j[ays  u|^oa  this  head  to  Julius  Fi^orus  : 

N^ft  tibi  par^um 
htgeniumj  nsm  incukwn  e/t^  nee  turpiter  birtum% 
Sm  finguam  cmfii  a^^  feu  civtea  jura 
T^i^oniert  paras^  feu  condis  amabife  cdrmm^ 
frtitoafere$  edereg  vi^tieis  prama*  .  ^uodji 
Frigida  curarumf omenta  relinquere  poffes\ 
$^(k  teiieleflis  fapiintia  dncerei^  ires, 
fbe  fipWy  hecjiudium  p^vi  preperenius  et  amp/i^ 
Si  p^iri^v^lumuSf  Jl  nobis  vivere  cari. 

Ncyt  finaHy  nor  J'ude>  the  g^niui  you  may  boaft^ 
Nor  is  it^  like. the  rofe,  'midfl  brambles  loft, 
tf  thy  keen  tongue  defends  otiF  ^euntry's  ri^^s, 
0r  ^tler  verfe  iitsf  vacant '  Inufe  indites, 
Whate'er  thy  eloquence,  whate'er  thy  fbng. 
To  thee  $he  triumphs  and  the  wreaths  belong : 

But 
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B«t  cfSvld  the  fectls  of  dtdl  and  jfhfitlMr  care 
Ddert  thy  bresA^  .nor  trifles  enter  there^ 
Wifdom  woiild  point  to  ^appinefs  the  rpad, 
Nor  coulqft  if  ou  fail  to  follow  where  fhe  troi  . 
By  arts  llk^  iK^fe,  his  actions  Rilt  mufi  ihove^ 
Who  feeks  his  own  content,  or  country's  love. 

Pliny  had  certainly  his  eye  to  this  paffage  in  Horace^ 
Wfefh  he'  w«t  td  CA9ii^itji  j  of  at  Ifeft  v^e  may  affure  Our- 
felv6^  tKit  ^here  fhtk  t#d  autfiofs  titt^  in  one  ini  M 
iktnb  themght^  k  otdA  ht  exaAlttit^  ^  MH  true  gold,  pir- 
f^aiyfl^fingy  Whati^it  ittii^b  be  flunked  Upon  ft. 

E  f^  I  S  t  L  E    IV. 

Pliny  /(^PompeiaCelerina,  his  nm^ 

ther  in  Idiv. 

FK  G  M  among  all  rrty  letter*,-  (for  I  need  nok 
ntow  refer  to  any  of  yours)  I  fix  tpdfl  tfiy  Idft,' 
tiioc^  it  h  fhort  and  6f  to  ^  cfatie,'  to  c6hviAti 
youi  How  much  I  aAi  c^ti^atid  ^Icft:  t!hl:  Vaff  ^u- 
ence  of  beauties  in  your  feV^ral  c6Uhl£f y  houfes  at 
Ocriculum^  Narniumy  Carfuldnumy  and  at  your  favou- 
rite Perujinum ;  but  pafticuJarly  at  Nanrium^  where 
you  have  a  bath. 

I  hav6  the  hapj^mrefs  to  find,  that  what  I  look  uppw 
a*  my  own*,  i^  not  fo  Much  nfiirifci  asf  what  is  fe^* 
fdtit^.  The  ohly  diflfifcnce  is,  that  ybuf  ferva:rits  3Ct6 
more  careful  of  me,  and  are  rifiolre  bufy  about  me, 
than  my  Own.  The  fame  thing  may  happen  to  youj 
if  you  win  come  fo  far  out  of  your  road,  as  to  ho- 
nour UH  with  a  vifit.  It  is  a  journey  I  \^ifh'  I  could  in- 
duce yolj  to ;  firft,  that  yott  may  enjoy  what  is  ourSy 
as  fully  as  we  have  enjoy i&J  >)^h^t  is  yolirs ;  and  ncjft,- 
tfhat  ftiy  fefvahts,  who  w^t  upon'  rfie  with  an  indolence, 
that  ^Ifftbft  amounts  to  ftegle'A,  rA'ay  upOh  pur  arri- 
val exert  themfelves  as  tli'ey  ough^  iSelieve  me,  in- 
dulgence to  dome^ics  gives  thgitt  a  habit  of  laying 

F  4  afide 
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afide  all  rcfpedt  towards  their  mailers.  New  objc&s 
invite  them  to  their  duty,  and  they  chufe  to  recom- 
mend themfelves  rather  by  their  diligence  to  others, 
than  their  attendance  upon  us.    Adieu. 

O  B  S  E  RVAT  IONS. 

No  pi£hire  can  give  greater  delight  to  the  mind,  than  one, 
where  domeftic  happinefs  is  drawn   in  full  beauty }   where 
fri^d(hip,  chearfiilnefs,  and  all  the  facial  virtues  appear  in 
their  juft  attitude}  where  plenty  and  ceconomy  are  joined 
'  hand  in  hand ;  and  where  generofity  fits  fmiling  at  her  own 
gifts.     Such  a  piflure  is  this  epiftle ;  it  is  written  to  Pom- 
PEiA  Celerina,  the  mother  of  Pliny's  firft  wife.    Ce- 
i.£Ri!^A  had  carried  him  to  her  feveral  country  houfes^^ 
where  flie  had  entertained  him  in  the  moft  polite  manner; 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  own  tafte  and  difpofition.     He 
found  himfelf  more  at  eafe  with  her  than  at  his  own  houfe : 
her  fervants  attended  him,    her  baths  refreflied  him,   her 
daughter  was  the  obje<5l  ef  his  love;  and  to  form  a  juft  idea 
of  Celerina  herfelf,   we  need  only  remember,   that  (he 
had  chofen  Pliny  for  her  fon  in  law,  and  when  he  wasfo, 
knew  how  to  entertain  him.    Let  us  now  take  a  view  of 
her  different  country  houfes. 

Ocriculum  was  a  town  in  the  Apennine  lying  upon  the  Fla* 
fntnian  way,  juft  below  the  place,  where  the  Nar  falls  into 
the  Tiber.  The  territory  about  it  was  called  Ocriculanuntj 
in  the  (ame  manner,  as  our  fhires  take  their  names  generally 
frpm  the  chief  city  in  the  countv ;  and  the  inhabitans  at 
this  day  are  called  Otricoli.  Mr.  Addison  in  his  travels 
fpeaks  of  a  ruined  caftle  in  this  place,  which  might  poffibly 
have  been  the  country  feat  of  Celerina. 

In  that  neighbourhood,  at  about  twelve  mile?  diftance, 
ftood  Namium^  the  original  name  of  which  was  Nequinum. 
It  was  befieged  by  the  Romans  under  the  confulfliip  of  Apu- 
LEius ;  and  '  Livy  fays,  it  was  fo  fituated  amidft  rocks 
^d  inaccpffible  mountains,  that  had  not  the  city  been  be- 
trayed by  two  pf  her  own  citizens,  neither  force  nor  ftra- 
tagem  could  have  taken  it.  The  Romans  ^ve  it  the  name 
ptNarnium  from  the  river  Narnia  if  now  called  le  ffegra^  or 
jii.  Nar)  which  runs  at  the  foot  ot  thefe  mountains.     Thi3 

»  Liy.  Lib.  x.  cap.  ix.  ic  x. 

mull 
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miift  have  been  a  very  fine  iltuation,  and  perha]^  not  un- 
like that  of  WmdSw-CaftU^  where  from  a  great  height  we 
command  a  moft  exteitfive  view,  and  at  the  bottom  flows 
one  of  the  fineft  riyer$  In  the  world. 

Carfulanum  lies  in  the  direA  road  from  Narnium  to  Peru^ 
Jinum,  The  town  itfelf  is  now  <juite  deftroyed,  and  only  a 
fmall  inn  remains  upon  the  fpot^  which  in  remembrance  of 
the  city  is  called  Carfula. 

The  modern  Italian  name  of  Perujmum  is  Perugia  :  at 
this  place  Lucius,  the  brother  of  Mark.  Antony,  was 
reduced  to  great  extremity,  when  he  flod  from  Octavius  • 
C^sAR,  as  we  learn  from  Florus  :  '  ffunc  vero  [AKto- 
Nii  fratrem]  jam  non  privatis^  fed  iotis  Jenatus  fuffrapii 
judicatum  hoJfemCMSKVL  aggrejfus^  intra  Perufiae  muroi  rede- 
git^  compulitque  adextrema  deditionis^  turpi  et  nihil  hen  expertd 
fame:  *'  But  CiESAR  having  attacked  him  (the  brother  of 
*'  Antony)  who  not  only  by  private  fuffrages,  but  by  the 
**  votes  of  the  whole  fenate,  was  an  adjudged  enemy,  drove 
*^  him  within  the  walls  of  Perufia^  and  reduced  him  to  all 
<^  the  extremities  of  a  furrender  by  a  famine,  that  mado 
*^  him  feel  every  bafe  and  fad  variety  of  wretchednefs/* 

Our  author  difcovers  throughout  this  epiftle  that  fweetnefi 
of  nature,  which  rendered  him  fo  amiable  to  the  age  he 
lived  in,  and  made  his  chara&er  fo  ihining  to  fucceeding 
times.  It  is  very  certain,  the  good-natured  mafler  is  often 
lefs  carefully  attended,  aldiough  much  better  beloved,  than 
the  ill-natured  tyrant ;  mildnefs  and  indulgence  to  (ervants 
feldom  meeting  with  thofe  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude^ 
which  might  be  expefted.  But  Pliny  could  generoufly 
lay  afide  the  expeftation  of  receiving  any  acknowedgment^ 
fox  the  inward  fatisfa^lion  of  having  deferved  it. 

a  L.  Fieri.  Lib.  iv.  cap.  v. 

E  p  I  s  T  L  e;    V. 

P  L  I  N  Y /■©  V  6  c  o  N  I  u  s  R  o  M  A  N  i;  s. 

DID  you  ever  fee  a  more  daflardly  or  mean  fpi-, 
rited  wretch  than  Marcus  Regulus,  fincc  the 
death  of  .DoMiTiAN  ^  during  whofe  reign  his  cnor^ 
mities  were  not  l?fs  thap  .  under  Nero%  but  they. ^ 

were 
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were  afted  more  covertly.  He  began  to  be  dfraid^ 
di&t  I  was  angry  with  him ;  nor  did  he  judge  W^bng^ 
for  I  Really  was  ^gry.  He  v^as  not  only  Jwifldp'ally 
concerned  in  the  deftruftion  of  Rtisticus  Arule- 
iius,  but  he  had  infulted  him  after  death,  by  repeat- 
ing and  publiihing  a  certain  book,  in  which  he  railed 
againft  Rusticus,  and  called  hinfi  the  ape  of  the  Sto- 
ics: tod  further  added,  that  he  wai  branded  ^th 
thff  Vitellidn  fcaf.  You  ^re  well  acquatinted  with  the 
*l6qiifehce  of  REOt/Lus.  He  t^ris  one  day  Waring  fo 
tAtempefately  againft  Herei^in'Ius  Senecio,  that  even 
MetIuiS  Carus  faid  tO  him.  Pray  what  have  pu  to 
do  with  my  dead  men  ?  Do  I  meddle  with  Crassus  or 
CiVMBRiNirs  ?  bod*  whom  Regulus  had  actuied  in 
N£it6's  feign.  RBctrL^s  inla^nedy  that  I  took  thefe 
things  fU  5^  arid  therefore  whefn  he  f ehearfed  his  b66k, 
J  w'te  not  imrited.  B^fides,  he  remembred  what  a 
tftcfuft  he  ahned  at  me  before  the  centumviri.  At  the 
r^ueft  of  Arulenits  Rusticus,  I  was  engaged 
wrt  in  the  caufe  of  Tjmon's  wife  Ar  ion  ill  a. 
SUouLus  was  on  the  other  fide.  In  one  part  of  the 
cao^  we,  on  our  ficfe^  relied  upon  a  particulat  jvrfge- 
mwit  given  by  Mfixlt^s  Mot)ESTus,  a  man  of  infinite 
1?6rth,  but  who  at  that  time  was  fent  into  exile  by 
BtetotTiAN.  Here  you  will  fee  Reoulus.  Pliny, 
ftys  he*  Jdefire  to  know  your  real  opinion  of  Modes- 
^us  ?  You  perceive  my  danger,  if  I  had  anfwered,  I 
thought  him  innocent ;  and  my  fhame,  if  I  had  an- 
fwered otherwife.  ^  I  verily  think  I  may  fay  the  Gods 
inipired  me  upon  the  occafion.  I  replied,  /  will  give 
you  my  opinion^  if  his  cafe  is  now  to  cdrHe  in  judgement  be- 
fore the  centum viri.  IVelly  rejoined  he,  but  pray  tell 
itf,  ^haf  are  your  real  fentiments  of  MoDESTtrs  ?  //  is 
ufualy  anfwered  I,  to  examine  witneffes  only  againft  the 
0Kkfid,  Md  ndt  a^aifi^  the  condemned.  He  then  begun 
%  durd  liifie,  Gofhe  I  qtdf  aU  other  queftions  about  Mo- 
^  V%9tv^\  buf  teU  us  your  opinion  of  his  loyalty?  ToU 
f^  mi  f^Jy  \  wy  opimn^i  but  I  cartnot  think  it  fo 

much 
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much  ds  lawful  t9  qjk  the  queftion^  where  th  ftrjtm  is 
akea^  condemnedi     Here  nc  held  his  peace  i  .  and  I 
w^  praiied  and  congratulated  for  neither  htirtidg  my 
charaAer,  by  what  nught  have  been  an.  advantageous^ 
hot  an  unjuft  anfwer»  nor  falling  into  the  fnare  c^ 
io  inlidious  a  qu^ftion.      Struck  in  his  confciehcA    ^ 
with  his  behaviour  towards  me»  he  firft  applies  hin>^ 
ielf  to  Ci£ciLius  Cbler,  and  afterwards  to  Fabiu^ 
Juati^a^  that  they  might  reconcile  me  to  him.    Nor 
content  with  thjlt^  he  comes  to  Spurinna  ;  /  befeech 
yauj  fays  he  in  the  humbleft  manner,  (for  when  he  i^ 
frightened,  he  appears  the  moft  abje<5t  creature  iitia-» 
ginahlc)  io  go  eatly  to  Puny'j  houfe  t,  but  go  as  early 
us  pffihle^  for  I  am  no  longer  able  to  bedr  this  uneajtnefsi 
and  by  any  means  contrive y  that  be  be  nc  longer  angry 
€vitb  me.    I  was  early  awake :  in  the  morning  ar- 
rives a  meflenger  from  SpdrIic iIa,  to  tell  me,  Spu^ 
RiNNA  was juft coming. to  me:   iV^,  &ys  I,  I  lO&l 
jwMt  upon  him.    We  both  met  in  LiVia^s  pOrch^  OA 
we  Were  going  to  eadh  other.    Heddivered  the  nkf^ 
fage  fent  by  Regulus,  and  added  his  Own  entrea6e§ 
to  induce  me  to  forgive  hint,  wfaicb  w^^ing  a  paft 
of  the  higheft  good-nature  to  the  worft  natured  man 
alive,   Tou  yourfelf  Jhall  judge^  replied  I,   what  my 
prefent  fituation  aUaws  tin  to  fay  to  Rhgulus:-  towards 
you  it  is  fit  IfheM  have  rw  referve:  but  I  txpiSf  M  au- 
Ricus,  (fw  Mauricus  was  not  yet  returned  from 
banilhnnait)  and  therefore  cannot  give  a  pofitroe  anfw&^ 
either  as  to  my  confent^  or  refufal^  being  determined  to  aSl 
fts  be  Jhall  Sre£l ;  for  in  this  affair  it  becomes  bim  ti 
lead  the  way^  and  me  to  accompany  him. 

Not  many  days  after,  Regulvs  met  me  in  the 
praetor's  office,  and  there,  after  purfuing  rtie  fome 
time,,  he  b^ged  one  word  in  prjv^e.  He  began  by 
^jHngi.  that  he  was  afraid  I  had  retained  feme  inwatd 
di%uft  towards  hixn,  firom  what  he  bad  let  drop  Miik 
in  the  court  of  the  centamviriy  when  he  was  engaged  lA 
j^{:ai|fc  ag^inft  SATR.1US  !^ufus  ^d  me;  Ss  words 

were, 
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were,  "  Satrius  and  a  certain  perfon,  who  vies 
•'  with  CiC£RO,  and  who  fcorns  the  eloquence  of  the 
^\  prcfent  age."  I  told  him,  that  I  now  found  he 
h^  faid  a  thing  malicioufly,  according  to  his  own 
cbnfefficm,  which  I  might  otherwife  have  conftrued  as 
al  compliment ;  for^  added  I,  />  is  true^  and  I  own 
it  that  I  emulate  Cicero;  and  it  is  as  true,  that  I 
cannot  relijh  the  eloquence  of  the  prefent  age :  I  hold  it 
the  height  of  folly  not  to  copy  after  the  bejt  originals. 
But  fince  you  can  remember  fo  well  what  faffed  in  that 
(aufe,  priay  why  do  you  forget  another,  in  which  you 
a/ked  me,  what  my  opinion  was  of  the  loyalty  of  Mo- 
DESTus  ?  Pale  as  he  is  by  nature,  he  now  grew  ten 
times  paler,  and  with  a  faultring  voice  replied,  The 
quejlion  I  afked,  was  not  aimed  at  you,  hut  at  Modes- 
Tus.  Obferve  the  cruel  temper  of  the  man,  who 
frankly  owned,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  woui>d  a 
perfon  already  in  bani(hment.  His  reafon  for  it  was 
?3Ctraordinary ;  he  faid,  that  in  a  letter,  which  was 
read  to  Domitian,  Modestus  had  made  ufe  of  this 
cxpreffion;  "  Regulus  is  thcgreateft  brute,  that 
*'  walks  upon,  two  legs  :'*  it  is  true  Modestus  had 
written  thefe  very  words.  Here  I  think  our  difcourfc 
ended  •,  nor  indeed  had  I  a  mind  tO'  continue  it  any 
longer,  that  I  might  keep  myfelf  quite  free  from  all 
'      engagements,  till  Mau  r  i  cus  came  from  banifhment. 

You  muft  not  imagine  from  hence,  that  I  am  ig- 
norant, how  difficult  it  is  to  overturn  Regulus.  He 
is  rich  and  powerful ;  he  is  relpedted  by  many ;  he 
is  feared  by  more,  and  fear  is  generally  ftronger  than 
love.  Ncverthelefe,  itispoflihle,  thatfucha  ftrong 
•building  may  be  reduced  to  the  ground.  For  the 
kindnete  of  bad  men  is  uncertain,  like  themfelves. 

But  to  repeat  what  I  faid  before,  I  ftay  for  MAtj- 
uicus :  He  is  a  man  of  weight,  of  prudence,  and 
knowledge  of  the  world ;  one  who,  by  paft  experi- 
ence, can  meafure  future  events :  Under  his  authority, 
let  jnc  do  what  1  wiU>  either  in  carrying  on  my  re- 

ftntment, 
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fentmcnt,  or  burying  it  in  oblivion,  I  am  furc  to 
have  reafon  on  my  fide.  I  have  writ  thde  things  to 
you,  becaufe,  from  the  mutual  friendftiip  between 
us,  it  is  proper  you  (hould  not  only  know  ftiy  "words 
and  a&ions,  but  alfo  al]  my  defigns.     Farewell. 

O  B  S  E  RV  AT  I  O  N  S. 

.   This  epiftle  to  VocoNius  RoMANUS,  whofe  charafler* 
we  (hall  fee  fully  drawn  by  FtiUr  himfelf  hereafter,  feems 
to  have  been  written  at  the  beginning  of  Trajan's  reign  ; 
at  a  time,  when  Pliny  was  rifing  into  favour,  and  had. 
not  yet  arrived  at  the  meridi^  of  his  power :  othcrwife  he 
cpuld  fcarce  have  found  the  leaft  difficulty  in  overturning 
BLegulus  ;   although  he  appears,   by  this  letter,    to  have 
been  one  of  the  many  worthlefe  fons  of  fortune,  who  wal- 
low in  riches,  and  abound  with  the  outward  appearance  of 
followers  and  friends.    Another  reafon  gives  room  for  this 
conjedlurej  Mauricus  had  been  baniihed  by  Domitian, 
and  was  not  yet  returned,   although  recallea  by  Nerva; 
Mauricus  was  brother  to  Rusticus  Arulbnvs^  who 
was  put  to  death  in  the  rei^n  of  jDoMxriAN^    and  the 
panegyric,    which  he  had  wnt  in  honour  and  defence  of 
P-«Tus  ThRasea  was  ordered  to  be  burnt.    Marcus 
Regulus  had  an  infuperable  averfion  to  Rusticus  (that 
averiion,  which  villains  conftantly  retain  againft  honeftmen) 
and  was  the  fecret  inftrument  of  his  deftruftion  i  but  hav* 
ing  drawn   fo  much  popular  odium  upon   himfelf  in  the 
time  of  Nero,  by  his  barefaced  and  cruel  profecution  of 
Crassus  and  Orphitus,    he  was   now  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  caution  and  hyprocrify,  and,  like  an  expe« 
rienced  ftatefman,  to  deal  fordi  his  flaughter  from  behind 
the  (kreen.     Sacred  Cjesar  therefore  was  the  butcher,  and 
Regulus  only  provided  a  knife  for  the  execution.     Cje- 
sar could  do  no  wrong}  therefore  RegulUs  was  fafe: 
CiESAR  *  *  *  *  but  let  us  haften  to  the  account,  which 
Tacitus  gives.of  this  Arulenian  tragedy. 

^  Ligimus  cum  Arvleijo  Rustico  P-stus  Thrasea, 
Herennio  Seneciohi  Priscus  Helvidius  kudaiiiffint^ 

*  Book  the  fecond,  Epiftle  the  thirteenth. 
^  Corn.  Tacit,  vita  Agricol*. 

capitali 
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eapltnkfuiffi:  neque  in  iffos  tmdo  ^luSfcres^  fed  in  Sires  qud'* 
fvf  $9n4m  f^tvituniy  delegato  triumuiris  minijierioj  ut  nwnu" 
mtota  eldrijjimorfun  ingeniorum  in  (omitio  ac  fora  urereritur» 
SdUcet  illo  igne  vocem  populi  ^^nufni  it  Ubertatem  jenetisy  tt 
cmfcientiam  gentris  humani  abokri  arbitrahantury  expulji^  in^ 
fuper  fapientia  profejforibusy  atque  omni  bona  arte  in  exfilium 
aha^  ne  quie(  ufquam  honejium  occurreret,  Dedimus  profeSfo 
grandepatientiadocumentum;  et  ficut  vet  us  atas  viditj  quid 
ultimum  in  Ubertate  ejfety  ita  nos  quid  in  fervitute^  ademto  per 
infuifitioHes  it  loquendi  audtendiqui  commereio,  Mennriam  quo^ 
fue  tpfam  cum  voce  pirdidijfemuiy  fi  tarn  in  noftrA  potejiate  ejfei 
iblivijciy  quam  taare. 

*^  Our  hiftory  fays,  thatARULENUS  Rusticus  andHe- 
"  RBNNius  SiNECXO  Were  put  to  death  for  celebrating 
**  thcpraifes  of  Pjitus  Thrasea,  and  Priscus  Hel- 
*•  viDiuj.  This  cruelty  was  not  only  extended  againft 
<^  the  authors  themfelves,  but  alfo  againft  their  writings : 
*♦  the  execution  was  to  be  performed  by  the  triumviri»  who 
*^  had  orders  to  burn  in  the  forum,  and  at  the  town-hall, 
^^  the  works  and  laft  remains  of  thofe  great  and  glpri- 
^*  ousihen.'  In  this  fire  they  undoubtedly  imagined  they 
^^  ihould  be  able  to  confume  .  and  abolifli  the  voice  of  the 
**  Roman  peq)le,  the  liberty  of  the  fenate,  and  even  every 
**•  idea  of  human  kind.  The  philofophers  had  been  expel- 
^<  led  the  city  beforehand ;  arts  and  fciences  had  been  driv- 
•♦  en  into  baniihmeint;  and  this  was  done,  that  not  the 
<*  leaft  remains  of  virtue  (bould  be  met  with  in  anyplace. 
**  Here  we  gave  a  noble  examine  of  our  patience,  who, 
**  becaufeour  fathers  had  feen  the  height  of  liberty,  were 
^*  refolved  to  try  the  depth  of  flavery  5  all  communication 
^'  both  of  fpeaking  and  hearing  being  taken  away  by  the 
••  inquifitions  of  the  ftate :  and  we  mould  even  have  loft 
•'  the  memory  as  well  as  the  voice  of  complaint,  if  it  had 
**  been  equally  in  our  power  to  forget  as  to  be  filcnt." 

What  a  reprefentation  is  here  of  Roman  fervitude  !  what 
a  fcene  of  inhumanity  on  one  hand,  and  of  flavilh  infotua-* 
tion  on  the  other  ! 

The  firft  ftep  towards  the  eftabliftiment  of  tyranny  is  the 
-dcftru(9:ion  of  virtue,  knowledge,  the  fciences,  and  tne  arts* 
Liberty  is  a  tree,  that  receives  nourifhment  from  thofe  rootSy 
and  to  them  therefore  the  ax  muft  firft  be  applied ;  other- 
wife,  though  the  body  be  cut  down,  and  the  fpreading 
branches  lie  rotting  on  the  ground,  -  fome  degree  of  vegeta- 
tion 
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tion  will  ftill  remain^  and  a  young  plant  may  arlfc,  to 
ihsde  and  defend  all,  who  are  either  able  or  willing  ta  ttrit 
their  coundy.  Minifters  of  arbitrary  power  9&  accordiw' 
tqthis  fyftem:  they  begin  by  burning  and  Aipprefing  m. 
kinds  of  literature  in  general,  but  in  particular  fiich  books 
and  papers,  as  tend  (M^r  to  explain  or  eftablifh  that  free^ 
dom,  to  which  every  man  has  a  right  by  the  law  of  natur^ 
and  which  he  ought  to  give  up  only  with  hi^  lateft  brea^ 
Tl^is  is  a  right  indeed,  which  obftru<S^s,  and  breaks  in  upon 
the  fyftems,  that  are  conflantly  purfti^d  b^  the  RegaS  of 
,  the  age :  for  which  reafen  they  fpare  no  enaeavours  to  take 
it  away  from  inankind,  whom  they  would  deprive  of  all 
](:nowledge,  ^md  fehCe  of  liberty,  beeaufe  the  firft  buddingl 
of  flavery  muft  fprout  up  amidft  the  we^  of  ignorance 
and  floth.  But  wife  men  cannot  be  deeeiv^  j  Aey  win 
not  be  lulled  into  bondage,  or  cajoled  into  chains;  A^ 
are  ever  awake  ifor  the  public  good  i  and  the  glorious  cauft, 
in  which  they  are  iengaged,  in^ires  them  with  a  firnmefe 
and  intrepidity,  unknown  to  the  abettors  of  tyranny.  The 
charaSers  of  Hbrenni us  Senecic  and  Arulbnvs  Rvs- 

•  •  •  •  • 

Ticus  anfwer  the  ideas,  which  we  muft  naturally  conceive 
rfwife  and  able  men.  Thefe  two  Romans,  vAen  allve^ 
were  dreaded  by  Regulus  ^  when  dead,  were  odious  to 
him :  his  malice  reached  beyond  tfie  grave ;  he  hated  virtue 
even  on  the  other  fide  of  Styx  j  and  was  fo  intemperate  Ih 
his  reflexions  on  Senecio  after  his  death,  that  he  drew  a 
reprimand  upon  himfelf  from  Metius  Carus  ,  another 
inftrument  of  iniquity,  who  aflumed  the  fole  right  of  iks^ 
dering  ail  thofe  perfbhs,  whofe  (nurders  he  had  peipetrated 
without  a  copartner, 

TTierc  is  one  obfervation ,  which  muft  certainly  occur 
upon  the  peruf^  of  this  letter :  the  natural  tampers  of  Pliny 
and  Regulus  Sfpp^ar  fo  widely  different,  that  it  was  inv- 
poffibie  they  ft^oul^  ever  agree,  or  b^  thoroughly  recon- 
ciled, 

Pliny  was  a  man  of  thp  utmoft  fweetnefs  and  candour 
of  heart ;  he  was  tender  and  benevolent ;  wife  and  unre-  . 
ferved  j  free  from  defign,  and  without  guile ;  conftant  and 
fteady  to  his  friends,  calm  and  not  vindi^ive  to  his  ene- 
mies ;  dutiful  to  his  prince,  and  faithful  to  his  country;  or, 
tp  fum  up  all,  abhorred  by  Dqmitiak  -,  Employed,  ho-  . 
noured,  and  entrufted  by  Trajan* 

Regului 


lo  P  L  I  N  Y's'  R P I  ST  L  E  S. 

.  '  RfiGDitUf  was  of  a  narrow  timorous  nattire :  he  was 
.filled  with  that  vicious,  kind  of  ambttioiiy  which  cannot  be 
iatisfied  without  the  deftru£tion  of  whatc^rer  ftahds  in  the 
ymy;  he  was  dark  atid  bloody ;  fufpicioits  and  deiigning; 
,ana,  as  he  knew  not  how  to  be  beloved,  all  he  could  at- 
tempt was  to  be  feared.  His  tongue,  like  an  adder,  was 
jpoifonous  and  deadly  to  mankind  :  his  ihrdat-^was  an  ^penfi- 
pukhrij  gaping  wide  to  receive  the  dead;;  loyalty  was  ever 
in  his  mouth,  but  never  in  h!s  heart ;  or^  If  be  was  loyal, 
it  was  only  to  fuch  tyrants  as  Nero  and  DoMitian. 

Recuius  eafily  difcerned,  that,  in  the  reign  of  Tr A- 
'5AN9  Plfnt  was  likely  to  be  honoured  and  diftinguiihed ; 
:idiefubtle  Regulus  niade  it  part  of  his  religion  to  worfhip 
the  firft  dawnings  of  greatnels,  wherever  they  appeared ;  he 
^therefore  appli^  himfelf  inmiediatelv  to  Spur  inn  a  and 
ether  common  friends,  that  they  might  intercede  and  endea- 
vour to  perfed  a  reconciliation :  after  their  ihterceffions,  he 
.tried  what  eiFefi:  his  own  rhetoric,  and  fubmifficm  might  have : 
but  Pliny  was  armed  with  a  ihield  againft  all  atucks.  He 
.wuted  for  the  brother  (tf  the  unfortunate  peribn,  who  had 
]been  put  to  death;  and  was  obliged  in  friendihip  and  equity 
not  to  fliew  any  countenance  to  the  profecutor  of  Rusti- 
.cus,  tillMAURicus  came  back;  iUum enim  iffi  bujus  con* 
JiUi  ducem^  me  comtem  decet:  "  for,  fays  Pliny,  hefliould 
<*  be  the  leader,  and  I  only  his  companion/' 

There  are  two  remarkable  points  in  thb  epiftle,  tfiat  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  daily  commerce  of  life.  The  firft  is, 
guilt  occaiions  a  man  to  difcover  fpmething  he  would  chufe 
to  hide,  and  wiflies  unfaid :  the  other  is,  ill-nature  gene- 
rally drives  a  man  beyond  his  mark,  and  makes  him  fay 
fomething,  tending  rather  to  the  honour,  than  the  prejudice 
of  the  pofon,  whom  he  ftrives  to  injure.  Of  the  former, 
what  can  be  a  plainer  inftance,  than  where  Regulus  con- 
fefles  in  particular,  from  the  felf-confcioufiiefs  of  having  a- 
bufed  and  vilified  Pliny  in  general,  that  he  had  attacked 
him,  together  with  Satrius  Rufus,  in  a  iarcaftical  in- 
finuation  with  regard  to  their  judgements?  which  farcafm, 
unlets  difcovered  by  a  voluntarv  confeiSon,  might  have  pafT- 
ed  as  a  genteel  compliment,  although  intended  as  an  auda- 
cious fiieer.  Of  the  latter,  the  reproach  of  the  VitelUanfear 
is  a  demonflration,  that  the  malice  of  the  heart  often  car- 
ries the  policy  of  the  head  beyond  the  bounds  of  true  arti- 
fice.   The  occafion  of  that  fear  happened  in  the  civil  wars 

betv^een 
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between  Vitellius  and  Vespasian  ;  wars,  wKicli 
though  of  no  long  continuance  yiretc  tkry  Ifloody.  Rus-> 
Ticus,  who  was  then  praetor,  had  been  (ent  ambaflador  to 
Pe jiLius  Cs&EALis,  to  treat  upon  tenhs  of  peace,  from 
ViteIlius,  and  the  fenate  of  Rome ;  but  the-  foldiers  of 
Petilius  ftubbornly  rejeded  all  offers  of  accommodation^ 
and  went  fo  fiu:  iii  their  rage,  as  to  wound  the  'ambaflador, 
to  kill  one  of  his  lidors,  dnd  to  drive  away  his  followers. 
This  was  univerfally  looked  upon  as  an  infringement  on  the 
privilege  of  an  embafly,  and  a  manifefl  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations;  ^^  and  the  adion^  fays  Tacitus,  was  held  in 
*<  greater  abhorrence^  becaufe  Arulenus  RusTicus,  be- 
^<  fides  the  iacred  character  of  a  praetor  and  ambaflador,  was 
*^  a  man  greatly  admired  and  efteemed." 

It-is  moft  probable,  that  Ar^l^kOs  feixstictts  received 
his  wound  in  the  midfl  of  the  popular  fury,  when  he  was 
utterly  defeticelefs^  his  chief  Itdor  murdered,  and  his  whole 
train  of  attendants  difperfed.  In  fuch  a  fittiation  the  braveft 
man  muft  have  endeavoured  to  iave  himfelf  by  flight.  But 
Regulus  wanted  fufficient  candour  to  diftingutfh  betw^n 
a  flight  of  neceffity,  and  a  flight  of  cowardice  :  his  malice 
would  have  imputed  to  fear  an  a&on,  v^ich  wHs  the  efie^ 
of  prudence,  and  for  whith  Rusticus  was  rather  to  be 
commended,  than  to  be  blamed*  

Pote^  tamen  fiiris^  ut  hac  xoncuffa  tdhantur^  Mm  fi^fi4$ 
nu$bnm  tam.inida  eft  quami§/i:  ^^  But  theft  advantage 
^^  perha{Mi  may  be  fubjedt  to  a  mock,  and  become  unfetclefl^: 
^^  for  the  regards  of  bad  nlen  are  as  &ichle(s  as  tiieir naturest** 
Anjdol.of  afadion,  when  ke;^  up  by  party,  mav  pomiMre 
himfelf  to  a  man,  who  is  tofled  in  a  Dknket :  wnilft  he  ii 
at,  the  higheft  pitchy  be  afFoj!ds  gfeateft  pleafure  to  thofe 
who  held  the  coverlet,  and  whenever  he  comes  near  the 
glt>und, . they,  throw  him  up  again  with,  exultations;  till 
gK^^wing  ,w^ary.  of  their  office,  they  maliciouflyilet  tbeic 
htuthen  faMj  and  then  perhaps  either  his  neck  is  diflocated, 
or,ibme  of  bis  bones  are  broken.    Pliny  knew,  that  the 

gops,  which  fupported  the  wealthy  and  powerful  Marcus 
EOuttt^^  were  in'  themfelves  rotten  aind  unfound  :  he' 
:thou^t^tt  beft  therefore  to  begin  by  making  them  totter ; 
and^^f  06hiei|uence  the  edifice,  which  they  fuftained,  miifl- 
iaamediateiy  tumble  down.  It  is  an  obfervation^  that  holdtf 
goodi  :to  d»i$  d|iy»  and  will  to  the^  end  of  die  world  ^  that  thd 
gratia  maUrum  is  as  uncertain^  as  the  fea# 
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ft 

Subdola  cum  rukt  placidi  fellacia  ponti  *• 

<^  Tb^  harlot  fist  our  eafy  faith,  beguilfls^ 

<'  And  threatens  danger  moft^  when  moft  ihe  (miles.'* 

-  Where  there  is  no  virtue^  there  can  be  no  fleadine6. 
Men,  who  have  nothing  but  felf-intereft  in  view^  follow 
the  power,  and  not  the  perfon  :  it  b  equal  to  them  who 
guides  the  reins  of  empire,  a  Pliny  or  a  Rsgulus. 

*  Lucretii,  Lib.  2.    j^.  559. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    VL 

'fLiNY  to  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

YOU  will  laugh,  and  y^tW  you. may.  Your 
friend,  your  Pliny,  the  nian  you  know  fo  wdl, 
even  I,  have  taken  three  fwinging-  boars.  Pliny  I 
fay  you:  Ycs,,.PLi^y,  the  individual  Pliny  j  with- 
out any  ereat  interruption  either  of  my  indolence  or 
of  my  midies.  The  nets  were  fpread,  and  I  fat 
down  clofe  to  them  -,  but  inftead  of  boarfpear,  or 
javelin,  I  was  armed  with  my  pencil  and  my  pocket- 
book;  I  firft  formed  my  thoughts,  and  then  I  writ 
them  down,  being  refolved  to  return  with  my  table- 
books  fuU,  although  my  han4s  ihouid  be  enu>ty. 
Defpife  not  this  method  of  ftudy.  It  is  futpriungf 
how  much  the  exerciic  of  the  body  contributes,  to  the 
alacrity  of  the  mind.  On  every  fide  of  you  are  woods 
and  wildernefles;  which,  to^rthcr  witii  the  filencc 
that  coqftantly  attends  this  diverfion,  are  powerful 
incitements'  to  ftudy  and  reflexion.  Therefore  (take 
it  from  my  authority,)  when  you  go  next  a  hunting, 
carry  not  only  your  bread-bafltet, .  and  your  leathern 
bottle,  but  your  wilting  tables  alio ;  and  you  will 
find  the  mountains  are  not  more  inhabited  by  Diana 
than  by  MiNBRVA.    Farewell.     ' 

OBSER- 
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If  a  tborough-brecl  fox-hunter  fhould  read  the-cufiotis. 
narrative  c<>ntained  in  this  epiftle,  he  would  immediately 
conclude^  that  our  author  had  riot  the  leaft  degree  of  fpirit^ 
or  tafte  in  field  diverfions.  Books,  and  pen  and  ink,  are 
againft  the  very  eflence  of  hunting.  Minerva  has  no 
more  bufinclfs  in  th«  wood^,  than  Diaka  has  in  the  dofet« 
*  But  Pliny  refolved  not  to  defert  his  ftudies,  even  upon 
the  moft  preffing  temptations  ;  he  went  out,  rather  becaufe 
he  w^  in  the  country,  than  becaufe  he  had  any  delight  in 
the  /port  J  and  knowing  life  to  be  fliort,  he  was  determined 
not  to  fquander  away  any  part  of  it  unimproved,  or » in  ab- 
folute  amufement. 

The  fages  of  antiquity  were  rather  poachers  than  fportC- 
men  :  they  had  no  kind  of  delicacy  in  the  mufic  of  the 
hounds,  or  the  composition  of  the  pack*  They  had  no 
ear  j  deepness,  loudnefi,  or  fweetnefs  of  cry,  were  undifr 
tinguiihed, '  and  diiregarded  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans* 
Their  dependance  was  upon  their  nets,  more  than  upon 
theii*  dogs  :  ^nd  the  iilence,  which  Pliky  hints  at  in  this 
letter,  proceeded  from  fuperftition,  not  from  thought  3  foj 
^  ScAtiGEk  exprefly  fays,  Neutiquam  faujlum  putamus  iik 
venatu  lo^ui  :  *♦  It  is  reckoned  an  ill  omen  to  fpeak  in  hunt- 
««  ing.**  And  *  Xenophon  tells  us,  that  the  anticnts,  in 
thoir  method  of  boar>  hunting  made  ufe  of  feveral  infidious 
ftratagems>  to  draw  the  furious  beaft  into  certain  traps  called 
iendictda^  where  immedfately  they  put  an  end  to  his  life  by 
dogs,  javelins,  and  hunting-fpears.  Thus  he  fell  like  Cje^ 
SAR  ;  overcome  by  numbers,  and  fubdued  by  traitors. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  anticnts  knew  nothing  of  the 
proper  drefs  for  hunting.  They  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  velvet  cap,  the  jockey  boots,  the  fnaffle  bridle,  the  black 
^ravat,  the  green  coat,  and  thofe  other  ornaments,  whichi 
fet  off  and  diftinguifh  a  true  fportfman.  When  Pliny 
hunted,  he  was  drefled.  like  a  capuchin  1  his  gown,  by  way 
of  qp^l^  ]wra6  pulled  over  his  head)  he  thought  jingling 
coupled  tifio  noily  to  hang  dangling  by  his  fide,  nor  wer^ 
thei  liames  and  ngures  of  his  dogs  engraved  upon  his  but- 

*  Jut;  C36f.;ScaUgcr  poctices,  lib.  i.  paftoralia,  cap.  4. 
«  Xcnoph.  Kvtqy. 
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tons  :  his  belt  was  neither  laced  nor  embroidered,  nor  was 
his  hair  tucked  up  with  ^  Comb  :  his  outward  garb,  like 
his  inward  diipofition,  was  the  habit  of  a  philpfopher. 

How  different  are  the  venatorial  games  exercifed  by  the 
heroes  of  our  days  !    They  court  death,  they,  ^re  in  love 
with  danger,  ana  they  undergo  the  utmoft  fatigue,  mcreljT; 
for  the  honour  of  breaking  their  own  necks  7  -  r: 

■;■'•-         ^  -  ■  ■ 

I 

;  N^  qutffuam  Jjacem  poffit  fuperan  niji  AjdM^^< 


1 1 .  t 


\  -r 


^'  Our  huntfman  fcorns  to  die  the  common^  way  .3  - 
<«  None  but  the  'fquire,  the  'fquire  himfelf  fhall  flay  ••" 

<  Ovid  Metamorph.  Lib.  13.3^.390. 

*  Their  fports,  their  courage,  and  their  labours,  are  finely  de- 
fcribed  by  Mr.  Some  a v  ills,  in  his  poem  called) /^is  Chace. 

EPISTLE    Vlli 

pLlNY   /^   OCTAVIUS  RUFUS. 

'  »  ■■    : 

E  £  to  what  an  eminence  you  have  exalted  me,. 

by  giving  me  the  fame  power  and  dominion,  thftt 

oMEii  gives  to  the  great  and  mighty  Jovs  :  .  . 

Great  Jove  confents  to  half  the  duePsrequcftt 
But  Heaven's  eternal  doom  denies. ijie  reft  ^, 

In  the  fame  manner,  1  can  deny  half,  and  grant 
the  other  half  of  what  you  defire  :  for  as  it  becomes 
me,  fince  you  make  it  your  requeft,  to  refiife  the 
inhabitants  of  Anialufta  my  affiftance  againft  one 
particular  man  ;  ib  on  the  otner  hand,  I  cannot  think 
it  confiftent  with  my  honour,  and  that  Aeadinefs, 
which  you  have  ever  approved  of  in  me^  to  appear 
againft  a  province,  which  I  have  formerly  obliged  by 
many  good  offices,  and  not  without  pains  and  hazard 
to  myfelf.  I  will  keep  therefore  this  medium  *,  out 
of  your  two  requefts,  fince  you  abfolutely  infift  that 

\  Pope's  Homer,  Book  i6.  line  366; 

'*  I  grant 
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I  nrant  ooe^  I^^vrill  chufe  that,  which  may  not  only 
latisf]r  your  wifties,  but  will  be  moft  agreeable  to 
your  judgcmieht  ;  becaufe  I  am  not  fo  much  to  con- 
fider,  hdw  a  man,  excellent  as  you  are,  may  be 
pfcafed  wi&  my  behaviour  merely  on  this  occafiont.  . 
as  Tiow  to  gain  and  fecure  your  approbation  for  ever, 
I  hope  to  be  at  Rome  about  the  middle  of  OSiober^ 
where  I  Ihall  confirm  to  Gallus,  in  peribn,  what  I 
have  here  promifed ;  for  the  performance  of  which, 
I  fhall  engage  your  word  as  well  as  my  own.  In  the 
mean  time,  you  may  anfwer  for  mie  in  thefc  lines  \ 

.  '  Then,  with  his  fabk  brpw  he  gave  the  nod, 
^That  feals  his  word,  the  fanftion  of  a  God*. 

Why  fliould  not  I  more  than  once  quote  Homer*s 
verfes  to  yo.u,  fince  you  will  not  let  me  quote  any  of 
your  own,  whidi  I  am  lb  ardently  defirous  to  fee, 
that  I  think  verily  they  are  the  only  bribe,  that  could 
torrupt  me  to  appear  againft  the  Andalujians.  I  had 
almoft  forgot,  what  ought  leaft  to  have  beeh  forgot*^ 
ten,  my  thanks  for  thofe  admirable  dates  you  lent 
!ne  :  they  are  fo  good,  that  1  know  not  whether  to 
give  the  preference  to  tlicmi  or  to  the  figs  and  mufh* 
rooms.    Farewell. 


''   . 


OBSERVATIONS. 


There  is  a  certain  fteadinefs  of  mind  in  this  letter^  whicil 
can  only  arife  from  a  found  underftanding ;  and  a  certain 
inclination  to  oblige,  and  to  give  no  oiFenc^,  which  can  only 
proceed  fi'om  a  tender  nefs  of  heart.  This  epiflle  introduce? 
itfelf  with  that  good  humour,  which  ought  always  to  fubfift 
among  friends  j  becaufe  with  men  of  fenfe,  fubjedb  of  the 
greatef(  confequeiice,  when  treated  in  an  ealy  and  familiar 
way,  lofc  nothing  of  their  weight  and  impc^tance^  by  be- 
ing devoid  of  that  folemn  ftilFnefs,  which  is  fo  acceptable 
to  the  fons  of  ignorance,  and  pride, 

%  Pop|5'«  Homer,  B.  17,  f.  245. 

G  3  OcTAViua 
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OtTAVius  RuFUs  was  a  poet ;  attd  PLiiihr  fiiifflSig  it 
impoflible  to  comply  exit irely  with  his  friend'^  «^efty  te- 
^  gins  with  9  quotation  out  of  Homer,  that  he  might  make 
bid  denial,  though  but  in  part  of  that  requeft,  acceptable  at 
Jeaft  by  the  manner  of  declaring  it.  Virgil,  *who  copied 
Homer  with  a  pencil  little  inferior  to  his  great  maftcar^Si 
Jtes  tranflated  this  quotation  thus  i 


>•  •  • 


Audiiti  et  voti  Phishus  fucced^e  partem 

Minte de£tj  partem  volncres  dijperjit  in  ataras\ 

^^  Apojuto  heard,  and  part  of  his  requeft. 
"  Confirmed,  in  open  air  difpersM  the  reft'* 

Good  nature  is  a  virtue,  that  infpires  us  with  the  trueft 
potions  of  ten^ernefs  and  compaffion  :  but  unlefs  it  is  tem- 

I)ered  by  cool  fenfe,  and  deliberate  reflexion,  it  drives  us 
hto  an  extreme,  of  folly  and  weak  compliance,  whTch  ends 
at  laft  in  lofs  of  reputation,  fortune,  and  friends.  On  Ae 
pther  h^nd,  where  good  nature  (as  in  this  letter)  is  guided 
by  reafojif  and  directed  by  judgement,  it  is  a  godlike  attri^ 
Ifute,  whi^  puts  us  a  degree  beyond  the  common  herd  of 
jniortals,  and  makes  us  worthy  the  peculiar  care  and  pro- 
vidence of  that  great  fource,  from  whence  it  fprings.  Tq 
ai  mind  naturally  inclined  to  aSs  of  kihdnefs  arid  hvlxiariity, 
Apthing  can  be.  more  irkfome,  than  to  be  undfr  a  neceffity 
(Cf  curbitig  thofe  generous  paflions.  This  is  finely  iltuftitit- 
cd  by  a  paflage  in  Virgil,  where  Pali.A%,  tne  fttn  of 
EvANDER,  addreiBng  his  fupplications  to  Hercules,  who 
|iad  formerly  been  his  father's  gueft  and.  friend,  adjures  the 
God  by  the  genial  nights,  which,  in  his  mortal  ftate,  he 
bad  once  pafied  under  Evander's  roof,  to  crown  him  with 
vi^ry,  and  to  «ndow  him  with  the  fpotls  of  Turnus  the 
'Autilian  King.  Fate  rendered  the  petition  vain,  and  Al-t 
piDEs  )Kard  with  forroyir  a  prayer^  whi<?h  he  could  not 
P^t; 

Judiit  htcm^s  juvenemy  magnumque  Jul  ima 
Corde  premit  gemitum^  lacrymafque  effudii  inanei  ^ 

If'  With  grief  fupprefs'd,  the  youth  Abcides  hears, 
^^  And  bis  full  eyes  fhed  unavailing  tears.'* 

\  ^nejd.  11.^.  794.        '  ^neld,  x.  f,  464. 

Here 
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X  HffV  Via<^ib^  whbfe  bcnevcdence  of  xiatupe  equalled  tht 
br^htde&jflf'^  genius,  n;iakc8  ^even  a  deity  (hed  tears, 
m^a  uQsJdft;  t9  deifemifuid  piieibrve  the  virtuous  fen '  df 
iEy.AJN[|yci  t  aoi.  the  fKxet,  by  filling  the  breaft  of  rtERctl- 
4£3  writlliU  the  tcnAeraefs  ai  aftiftion^^  bcSauti^lly  infinu;- 
Htds,  rdiat.tlM^  gre»teft  trourage,  and  the  ^mat^JR:  <s6mpaffi6^ 
geaeinUy  dwdl  ioget^er  in  t£e  fiMKtte  foul.  .  '  ^ 
.  I^LiHYt  mrlrto  b^  advaj^  been  an  advocate  for  ^t  S^t^ 
ticiy  found  himfelf  mudi  faabanaffed-b)^  a*  requeft  fronfi 
Gallus,  who  was  his  particular  friend,  to  be  council  for 
him  in^  a  caui^  w-hich  .he  -wa$  carrying  on  againft  them. 
The  requeft  was  made  by  C>CTAvn7S*R0Ftr5,  whoinfifted, 
thgt.P^iNy  flioyld  not  appear,  ag^nft  GauluSj^  jf  he  V^za 
rafbhred  ti6t  to  ippeUT  for  liiiti.  The  difficulty  of  Yuftain- 
ing  a.  confident  charafter  gave 'bccafion  to  this  polite  let— 
(Ter.  If  I  xmld^  feys  xm  lufthor  to  ^VFVsi'excu/e  my/elf 
,'ptp^  your  ^cciUf^  to  if)$  liWtici,  ax  fio  doubt  I  mtghfj  for  not 
4^p<ari%  agifinfi  afrh^d^  ijXhoi^  I  iove  and  hpnour;  yet  I 

Jm^U  TM^r^k^  '^^^^^^^^/  ^fi^^^^i^^^^  j//^ww,  with  which 
y^' favour^ me^  ^hy  depdrttng  from  ajieady  way  of  a^ng,  that 
I iiiVi  iitfjertd  pvrjuedy  ana  which  has  always  met  with  your 
apfrobekim-.  lam  to  confider ynur  opinion  of  the  in  general ^ 
ind''  therefori  ivili  noij  by  endeavouring  to  fleafe  you  in  one 
-particfdlar  in/lance^  incur  the  misfortune  of  aifpleajing  you  ever 
softer.  7he,Bf^€\ciare  a  peppy  whom  1  have  conftantly  ferved 
ynih  the  utmo/i  fidelity ^  and  have  neither  fpared  pains ,  nor 
ft^ared^datigers^  when  I  thought  I  could  obtain  juflice  for  the 
J>roytncey  or  do  tt  effential  fervice.  I  cannot  therefore  waver 
MOWj  jlind  plead  againjl  tnofe  people.  But  if  I  cannot  plead 
againft  the  Baetici,  much  lefs  can  I  plead  againft  Gallus.  The 
medium  /  iniend  to  follow^  agreeable  to  your  requeft^  is  to 
ruiithdraWj  andtoheahfent  upontheoccafion. 

B^ica  i$  a  part  of  Spain  now  called  Jndalufta,  It  de- 
rived the  name  of  Batica  from  the  river  Bittis^  (at  this  day 
the^  Guadalquivir)  which  runs  through  the  middle  of  tli 
countiy.  The  elder  Pliny  defcribes  it  as  a  very  fruitful 
Ijpot:  ^Cun£fas  provinciarnm  diviti  culiu^  et  quodam  fertili 
ac  pecuUari  mtore  pracedit :  *'  It  has  the  pre-eminence  over 
**  the  reft  of  the  provinces  by  the  richnefs  of  its  culture, 
.**  and  its  fertile  and  peculiarly  beautiful  appearance."  In 
jthe  time  of  our  author  it  was  a  Roman  province  %  and  the 
4Janger8  he  hints  at,  arofe  from  the  oppofition  he  conflantly 

k  plan.  Hifl.  Lib.  3.  cup.  1. 
,  ^  ~  G  4  exerted. 
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ta^'Xt&y  and  the  accufations  be.was  frequently  dngaged  ins; 
;^gainft  the  rapacious  govemois>  who  were  inftituted  byDo- 
iciTiAK,  to  pillage,  and  feaft  upon  this  countiy.  Under, 
wicked  emperors,  provinces  muft  expe£fc  wicked  govemorsX 
^d  this  particular  ^rritory  was  too  fine  a  morfel,  not  t6' 
baye  fome  .£&vourite  vulture  fix  his  daws  upon  it:  but 
I^XINY,  ever  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  juftice,  luiew  no  fear^ 
^k  no  fatigue,  ftopt  at  no  danger,  when  oppcefled  right,  or 
£fertei)  virtue  called  him  to  the  bar. 

4    '  ■ 

EPISTLE    VIII. 

FLti»r/<7PoMPEius  Satubninus. 

YQUR  letters,  in  which  you  importuned  me  to 
fend  fbme  of  my  writings  to  you*  came  very 
fcalbnably.    Fop,  I  wa$  juft  theni  fully  determined  in 
that  point:  you  have  therefore  given  the  four  to  a 
very  willing  racer,  and  have  at  once  laved  yourfclf 
the  excufe  of  refufmg  fuch  a  trouble,  and  me  the 
a\iHward  bafhfulnefs  of  afking  it.    I  thinks  I  may 
n6w  confidently  ufe  the  oflPer,  that  is  made  mi ;  nci^- 
dier  can  you  for  fhame  (brink  back  from  your  own 
pi*opofal :  however  expcd  not  any  thing  new  ff om  & 
man  {q^  indolent  as  I  am.    What  I  am  going  to  aik 
y6u,  is  to  pafs  your  judgement  once  more  upon  that 
foeech,  which  I  made  to  my  feltow-citizens^-  when  I 
pedicated  a  public  library  to  their  ufe.    I  rcpiember, 
you  then  gave  me  fome  criticifms  upon  it  in  general ; 
but  my  prefent  requeft  is,  that  you  would  not  only 
give  a  ftridl  attention  to  the  whoje,  but  that  you  will 
not  let  a  fingle  fyllable  efcape  your  moft  minute  cor- 
redtion;  for' even  after  your  ernendations,  I  (hall  ftill 
be  at  liberty,  either  to  pubHfh,  or  fupprefs.    How- 
ever, your  forrediqns  may  poffibly  determine  me; 
and  your  pen,  by  frequently  going  over  the  work^ 
piay  either  find  it  unworthy  and  unfit  for  the  public, 
pr,  by  the  fame  means,  give  it  another  tum,  and 
piake  it  fit  tQ  appear,    ^ut  I  inyft  own,  that  the 

^  motives 
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miteh^iftimift^ i|)ccch itfdl^>as  from  thie  futgo^  of 
it'jT  for  ce^aty  i£  i^  boo  full  of  vanky.^  becai^i 
muil  inevit^y  wound  my  modofty  (be  my^^e^^rdlP 
ons  never  fo.coadefcending  aiid  >hiimbte)^^?irhefi'I-^ 
obliged  Ukik,  fcMlh,  not  otfly  the  munificiritSb  df  rojr 
ancdftois,  -Imc'ffty  own  generofity  alfo.  ll^j.^p^^tii;  i$: 
dangerous  and  flippery,  even  aldibugha^  man  were 
■(educed  into  it  by  the  moft  urging  neccffity.  For,  if 
an  unwilling  :dir  is  lent  to  the  praifes-we  beftow 
upon  others,  how  much  more  difficult  willr  it  be  1K> 
obtain  n  jj^^m  hearing,  when  our  whole  difcourfe 
is  about  ourfelves  and  our  relations  ?  If  virtue,  -whea 
naked,  is  envied,  it  will  be  more  fo^  wHeii  fet  off 
ia '-any  oftencatious  manner.  In  fiiort,  good  deeds . 
<»n  tsnly  efcape-  cehforc,  by^  being  buried  in  obfcu- 
rity  and  iilonce*:  For  which  reafon,  I  haVe  ofteii 
aiked  my'  own  confdence,^  Is  this  compofition^  df 
miiKi: merely  fot  my  own  vanity,  or  is  it  not  as. 
much  foT'the  ufe  or  the  public  in  general,  as  for 
myfclf  ?       :^ 

Another  reflexion,  that  occurs  to  me,  Is,  that 
many  things,  which  are  neceffary  whilft  we  are  per* 
forming  an  a6bion,  muft  lofe  their  ufefulnefs  and 
their  grace,  the  moment  that  aftion  is  performed. 
And  not  to  go  ferther  for  examples,  what  could  be 
more  ufeful  than  to  explain  the  grounds  and  motives 
of  my  liberality^  and  even  to  make  it  the  fubjeft  of 
a  difcourie  ?  From  whence  thefe  advantages  refultcd  ; 
firft  our  attention  was  for  fome  time  engaged  in  a 
feries  of  virtuous  and  liberal  thoughts ;  and  then 
again,  by  dwelling  long  upon  them,  we  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  beauties ;  and 
laftly,  we  were  fecured  from  the  uneafinefs  of  that 
repciitance,  which  is  the  certain  confequence  of  a 
rafh  and  overhafty  munificence.  Hence  too  we  were 
in' a  manner  brought  to  a  habit  of  defpifing  money; 
for  as  nature  has  inftilled  into  all  men  a  defire  of 

-.     •  keeping 


00  P  L  I  NT's  EPISTLE  S. 

ke^ng'what  th^  bivcy  wC)  vrha&  love  of  Itberalitf 
'Iproceeded  from  havii^  iokig  and  wdl  weighed  thtt 
irirtue  in  the  equal  balance  of  judgement  and  reflc^- 
gcion,  releafed  Ouifclves  from  tbojCb  cbains^  ooimmom 
M  they  ire  to  the  reft  of  mankkid  ;  «nd  our  genera«- 
fity  was  likely  to  appear  the  more  to  our  honour^  as 
it  was  the  efFc<^  of  reafon,  and  fiot  the  falties  of 
ipfhim  and  paflion.    To  thefe  arguiidents  nuy  be  far^ 
16^  added,  that  I  did  not  exhibit  gaities  or  giadia^ 
itors;   but,  in  theip  ftead,  ^ftabliflied  an  annual  in- 
(Come  for  the  maintenance  of  young  peribns  of  good 
•Jimilies  and  fntaU  fortunes.    Plea&rcs^  that  aremene- 
dy  for  the  entertainment  of  the  eyes  mud  ean,  arc  €o 
*fyr  from  wanting  oommendadoli,,  thait  they  o&^fis: 
;iF9tfaer  to  foe  teibrained  than  to  be  encouraged  by  pui> 
4k  i})eeche&.    To  induce  a  man  to  undergo  tne  iik<- 
i^nneneis  and  fatigue  of  education,  not  oaly  gifts, 
'i>ut  the  moft  intking  eloquefStce  is  neoeflary:  for  if 
^yficiaiis,  by  kind  and  gentle  language^  perfuade 
liieir  piticnts  to  fwallow  down  tiieir  naufeous,  yet 
wholelome  medicines ;  how  much  more  ought  a  true 
jover  6f  the  public,  to  ufe  all  the  foft  bewitching 
arts  of  oratory,  when  he  exhibits  an  entertaimnent 
toot  fo  acceptable  as  ufeful  to  the  peoples?  efpcdally^ 
.%hen  it  was  my  bufinels  to  endeavour,  that  what  was 
cg^ven  to  thofe,  who  had  children,  fhouki  be  approv- 
ed of  by  thoie,  who  had  none ;    and  that  the  many 
.others,  who  muft  be  excluded  from  an  honour,  which 
.could  be  enjoyed  only  by  few^  fliould  patiditly  wait 
in  expeftation  of  that  honour,  and  try  to  deferve  it. 
^  But,  as  at  the  time  I  fpoke  this  fpeech,  I  ftudicd 
more  the  public  advantage,  than  my  own  private  re- 
iputation,  in  (hewing  how  dcfirous  I  was,  that  the 
full  intention  and  defign  of  my  bcnefaftion  fhould  be 
/thoroughly  underftood  and  take  eflfeft  accordingly.; 
fo  now  1  am  afraid,  by  fending  it  into  the  world,  I 
ihall  appear  to  have  my  own  glory  more  in  view, 
than  any  advantage  that  can  acauc  to  other  people. 

Befidci 


•     » 
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Befides  all  this,  I  cannot  forget,  that  the  confciouf* 
nefs  of  virtue  giTes  mere  re^  plQsifurc,  than  the  fame 
of  it. 

<  <6l€f!7  fliou}d  fdHow>,  not^  te  ^urfued  :  and '  thdu^^ 
inerit  may  not  ilways  be  crowned  t9ith  gloryv  rer 
<iharmsi  art  not  thi^  hfs  from'  that  misfottun^.'  BSit 
fhe  perTonS)  who  da  publk  bene^ts,  anidafterwanh 
iet  mem  off  by  public,  ipeeches,  ieem  ta  h^l^- {1^^ 
thetn^  that  they ^noi^t  be  ipokeai  of,,  not  t6:fpeakLDf 
thern,  becaufe  they  had  been  ddne.  By  whkli.filMM 
a  perfisrmanoci'iiittt  Dfiig^t  appear  hi^y  majghi^dhl^ 
WTOrt  rtJ[atsoa  lij^  arioft[?r,  raniflwis  to  nothiTig^;.wBtti 
fttibiifli  bf  the  ^thor  himfelf. '  JPor when fcfopid' 
cannot  dem-oj,  'the-  aOion,  die^  immediately  attads; 
tl^  v^ty  of  It :  fo  that  if  you  do  a  tiling,  that 
ougt)^  to  be  coiicealed,  the  action  ii&  blamied  i  and  tf 
mu  do  a  thing,  that  ought  to  be  praiied,  you  are 
btonedior  not  concealing  it^ 
'-'-TfeM'e  is  yet  anothtr  very  particular  reafon,  wWcft 
deters  me  from  rtraKing  this  oration  public  :  for  I  did 
hbtip^kit  to  the  people,  but  I  ^oke  it  to  the  Dc-r 
curions,.  nor  to  them  openly,  and  in  the  d^aX,  of  the 
y/crld,  butj  privalsely  in  their  own  court.  I  fear  there* 
fopc  it  will  feem  inconfiftent,  that  at  the  time  I  fpokfc 
It  I  Ihoold  ily  from  the  applaufes  and  acclamations  of 
the  multitude,  and  fliould  now  fun  after  thofe  ap- 
platifes  and  acclamations  by  publilhing  the  work  :  and 
that  I  Ihould  then  keep  out  the  people,  for  whom  it 
was  defigned,  even  from  the .  walls'  of  the  court, 
Oierely  to  avoid  the  leait  ihew  of  ambition,  and  fhould 
cow,  as  it  were  by  a  voluntary  piece  of  oftentation^ 
try  to  ^in  thofe  very  people,  who  can  really  reap  no 
^ther  benefit  from  my  gift,  than  what  may  arife  trom 
die  example  of  it. 

You  are  now  told  the  caufes  of  my  delay  :  how- 
ever, I  will  follow  your  advice,  be  it  what  it  will  j  and 
your  authority  fhall  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for  my.  ac-.^ 
tions.     Farewell, 

OBSER^ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

TU«  le^er  is  obfaire  ia  idle  original.  It  is  too  certain^ 
^)uit  atUus  <liftance  of  tiaie  we  mufl  be  often  obliged  to  take 
cmr  aim  at  random,  and  rather  to  guefs  whereabouts  our 
author  is,  than  to  be  Aire  of  pointing  him  out  exa£Uy.  But, 
if  our  fuppofitions  carry  with  them  an  ^r  of  prolrabtlity, 
fouiKicd  upon  reafon,  they  may  be  no  lefs  agreeable,  dian  a 
iiell^turnra  flory,  which  is  fure  to  give  pl^ure,  though  it 
iHjgtot.fuU  of  truth  in  every  particular. 
•  The.  occafion  of  this  epiftie  is  a  moft  exemplary  piece  of 
Ulberality  in  Pliny,  who  had  given  to  the  people  of  C^ 
smitfR,  his  native  city,  (whofeinhabitantau  enjoyed  the  privi- 
Ilsee  of  Reman  citizens^)  a  publiclibrary,  opeii  and  accef- 
fibli^  at  aU  times,  and  to  all  degrees  of  men.  This  gift  was 
iitcehded  by  a  fpeech,  in  which  our  author  fet  forth  die  k* 
veral  advantages,  he  prqpofed  to  his  fellow-citizens,  by 
the  prefent  he  then  ofiered  them.  A  prefent,  which  wair 
dire£bed  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  othen,  and  not  to  anj 
fiune  or  intereft,  that  might  accrue  to  himfelf.  On  thefe 
occafions  it  was  ufual  to  inftitute  games,  and  exhibit  (hews, 
'&at  might  at  once  adorn  and  perpetuate  the  folemnity  of  fo 
jpublic  a  benefaction :  but  the  money,  which,  according  td 
former  cuftom,  had  been  confumed  upon  thefe  pompous  ex« 
trava^ancies,  was  appropriated  by  P1.INY  to  another  ufe. 
He  allotted  it  to  eflabliin  an  annuity  for  the  maintenance 
and  encouragement  of  a  certain  number  of  young  perfons  of 
both  fexes  (all  Novocominfts)  whofe  pedigrees  were  honour-* 
able,. but  wbofe  fortunes  were  low ;  young  men  and  women, 
who  laboured  under  the  dignity  of  birth,  and  the  flavery  of 
want*. 

No  virtue  is  more  cafily  mifbken  than  true  generofity  ; 
becaufe  profufenefs,  oftentation,  and  cunning,  often  afTume 
the  fbape  of  munificence,  and  paTs  upon  me  world  with 
applaufe  and  fucccfs.  A  man,  who  fquanders  away  his  mo^ 
ney,  without  anv  kind  of  regard,  or  choice,  upon  whom 
his  gifts  are  befrowed,  has  no  more  right  to  the  chara£ter 
of  eenerofity,  than  the  mifer,  who  lock^  up  his  riches  in  a 
cheft.  Equipages,  numberlefs  fervants,  ufeieis  plate,  and 
fin?  doatns,  are  no  greater  inftances  of  generofity,  than 

*  Vide  Lib.  7.  Ep.  i8. 
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they  are  of  humllitv :  neither  can  millions  laid  out  to  ac-e 
compliih  feme  Hy  aeiien,  that 'liurks  'behind  large  bags  of 
money,  be  efteemed  me  efFe£b  of  liberality,  or  be  thoudbt 
to  proceed' from  a  generous  ll^airt.  Pliny,  in  tISs  6pifute« 
has  diflitt^uifhed  extremely  wdlbetWeen  true  and  fidfe  lib^' 
rality  :  his  ipeech  turncxl  upon  that  topic  $  and  as  hi^ 
could  not  arokl  ta  mention  in  it  the  particular  Ttew  hif 
had  in  te  exemplary  a  piece  of  munificence,  he  c^ofe  ta* 
call  Ms  bounty,  an  imitation  of  the  noble  examples  fet  b|^- 
fore  him  by  bis  anceftors,  rather  than  to  afTume  At  full 
glory  of  it  to  himfelf.  His  modefty  fanher  obliged  faim'  to 
fpeak  diia  oration  to  as  fmall  an  audience  as  poffible  ;  and 
therefore  he  pronounced  it  to  the  Jecurhns  privatriy  in  tfalnr 
own  court,  not-  fuffertng  the  doors  to  be  opened  to  the  im-^ 
patient  miiltitude,  who  ftood  waiting  without. 

Modefty  recommends  itfeif,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  flies 
commendation  ;  and,  like  the  magnet,  attradb  even  iron^ 
without  being  confcious  of  the  power  it  contains.  Wha^ 
Mr.  Wallb^  *  fays  of  love,  may  be  applied  to  modeflf 
men  ;  tie  vigors  fif  from  the  vanquijhed^  the  conpuron  Jhun 
the  conquered.  Mr.  Cowley  feems  to  have  recolIeSed  this* 
epiftle,  iprfiere  he  fays.  It  is  an  hard  and  a  nice  fuhjedl  fir  a 
man  to /peak  9/ him/elf ;  it  grates  his  ozvn  hearty  to  fay  atq^ 
thing  of  difparagementj  and  the  reader^ s  ears  to  hear  any  thiH^ 
of  fratfe  from  him,    ■ 

The  decurions^  fpoken  of  here,  by  Pliny,  were  the  de^ 
eurionesmunicipales  5  a  name  given  to  the  fenators  of  the  Rd^ 
man  colonies.  They  were  called  decurionesj  becaufe  their 
court  confifted  of  ten  perfons.  Augustus  chofe  this  me^ 
tbod  to  give  the  cities  of  Itafy^  fuch  as  had  colonies,  a  {hare 
in  the  eledion  of  Roman  magiftrates,  the  decurions  having 
fufFrages  therein.  Comum^  one  of  the  cities  in  Gallia  CifaT- 
fina^  i^as  aRoman  colony:  it  had  been  firft  made  fo  by 
SciPio,  and  afterwards  greatly  augmented  by  Pomp£V  and 
Cjesar.  And  as  Pliny's  bounty  was  intended  for  the 
ufe  and  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens,  it  was  neceflary  for 
him  to  regifter  his  a£l  before  the  decurions^  who  had  in  a 
manner  the  care  and  government  of  the  whole  province 
committed  to  their  charge  :  but  even  then  he  followed  the 
moft  fecret  and  leaft  oflentatious  method  that  could  be  pur- 
fuedy  and  pleaded,  as  it  were,  before  judges  at  their  own 
chambers. 

"^  In  love  the  vi^rs  from  die  vanqnfh'd  fly. 
^    '         ^  P1.INT 
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..Pj^iny  ki  thi^  AS  in  fame  preceding  Letters,  feems  t^ 
fa^ve  ^ed  a  rdplution,  \hsiV  none  of  his  wocka  ihouU  ap« 
^ar  in  public  till  they  had  been  overlooked  by  his  friend^ 
Few  people  were  prefent,  when  he  fpoke  this  oration  ;  -  but 
tfic  impatience  of  feeing  it  was  univerfal  :  his  genius,  lean- 
ing, manners,  and  benevolent  di^ofition  were  known  an4 
admired,  and  he  was  preiled  on  all  fides  to  indulge  the 
public  with  his  performances  in  general,  but  with  thi$ 
work  in  particular  ;  which  h^  commits  thereforeto  the  per^r 
ufalof  PoMPxius  Saturninus,  on  whofe  judgement  .ht 
^lad,  the  utmoft  reliance.  But  time  has  deprived, u&  of 
every  thing  relating  to  the  /pecch,  except  this  letter, 

» 
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Pliny  to  Minutius  FuKdanus. 

JT  is  ilrange,  that  the  manner  of  pafling  our  time 
at  Rome^  every  fingle  day  we  ftay  there,  either  is, 
or  feems  to  be  agreeable  to  fenfe  and  reafon ;  and  yet 
were  we  to  pafs  it  in  that  manner  all  the  year  round, 
it  would  feem  the  contrary.  For  example,  if  you 
alk  a  man,  PFhaf  he  has  been  doing  to  day  ?  the  anfwer 
is,  /  attended  a  friend's  Jim  at  bis  putting  en  the  toga 
virilis :  /  was  at  thejigning  a  marriage  contrast :  I  was 
at  a  wedding :  I  was  witnefs  to  a  wiil :  I  was  fummon-^ 
ed  as  advocate  in  a  caufe :  or^  a  certain  neighbour  of 
mine  wanted  my  advice.  The  day  you  do  thele  thin^, 
they  feem  of  great  confequence  ;  but  when  you  re- 
fled:,  that  every  day  has  been  thus  employed,  they 
appear  of  no  confequence  at  all.  And  of  this  you 
aire  flill  more  convinced,  when  you  are  retired  at  a 
diftance  into  the  country.  Then  your  memory  acJ- 
«ufcs  you,  and  you  cry  out,  Alas^  how  many  days 
have  Iconfumedin  trifles  ?  A  reflexion,  that  conftantly 
occurs  to  me,  as  foon  as  I  fettle  myfelf  at  Laurenr- 
timwy  either  to  read,  or  write,  op  ufe  fucli  bodily  ex*» 
ercifes,  as  may  conduce  to  the  fupport  and  chearfuir 
nefs  of  my  mind.  There  I  hear  nothing,  that  I  re- 
. .    ;       *  -.pent 
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pent  to  havfe  Men^  to :  I  fay  nodung,  that  I  repent 
to  hare  uttered :  no  perfon  under  my  roof  vents  any 
fcandal ;  nor  Is  any  perfon  fubjeft  to  my  reproofs,  ex- 
cept myfeH;' who  ani  often  difcoiitentea  at  my  qwii 
writings.  No  hopes  deceive  me;  no  fears  moleft 
me ;  no  rumours  <Ufturb  me  :  my  books  and  my 
thoughts  are  the  only  companions  with  whom  I  con* 
verfe.  Welcome,  ifaou  life  of  integrity  and  virtue ! 
Welcome,  fweet  and  innocent  amufement!  Thou 
that  art  iaimoft  preferable  to  bufinefs  and  employment 
of  eveiy  kind.  O  fea !  O  fliore !  thou  genuine  re- 
treat of  ftudy !  how  do  you  aflift  and  enrich  our  in- 
vention !  with  what  thoughts  do  you  inipire  us !  A- 
rife  then.  Fund  anus  !  Ihatch  the  firft  opportunity; 
tear  yourfelf  from  empty  noife,  ufelels  hurry,  and 
trifling  labours ;  and  give  yourfelf  up  to  ftudy,  or 
repofe :  for,  as  our  friend  Attilius  has  wifely  and 
jocofily  iaid,  7>  is  bnter  to  he  quite  inoEtroe^  than  aSivt 
$Q  m  furpofein    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  this  letter  PtiNY  ieeiQS  to  have  c<>n(idere()  the  many 
inconveniflotcics  of  a  city  life,  and  the  a4vantages,  pleafures^ 
and  ialislaflion  of  a  Ufe  pafled  in  the  country,  in  retirement 
and  eafe.  He  be^ns  by  taking  notice,  that  the  buftling 
employments  of  the  town  fill  up  a  man's  time  fo  fucceifively, 
diat'ke  has  ndt  xti  hour's  leifure  to  recoUe^l  of  how  little 
confequenoe,  and  bow  unratis&&orv  UiQfe  occupations  are. 
It  is  a  kind  o£  Miion,  iayshe,  at  iui9^  to  be  in.  a  perpetual 
hurry  about  fucb  trifles^  as  appear  to  us,  when  we  refle(5| 
tipoa  diem  afterwards,  merely  ropes  of  fand.  He  then  men-^ 
tions  feveral  ways,  that  contributed  to  kill  time  in  that  city^ 
The  inftances  he  makes  ufe  of,  are  indeed  things  neceffary 
in  themftlves  to  be  done,  fuch  as  marriages,  contrafis,  wills, 
fcfr.  Iwt  the  witneffes  were  generally  fummoned  out  of 
compliment,  and  rather  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  in  town» 
itein  becaufe  •  their  prefeace  was  indifpenfaWy  w^^eidi  fo 
that  a  man  once  freed  from  the  town,  would  be  certainly 
freed  from  fucfh  emplpyipaents.  r 

,.,.,  Horace 
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mail  ceconomy  In  the  manner  defcribed  by  Juvei^al,  ^nluk 
fana  in  corppn  fam  :  *•  the  body  found  and  undertonding 
^*  dear."  And  at  the  fame  time  that  it  helps  digeition,  ft 
drives  away  all  thofe^^naicious  vapours  fo  fatal  to  the  Englijb 
nation  in  particular,  and  fo  deftru6iive  to  judgement  and 
reafon  in  s^eral.  It  is  performed  at  lefs  expence  of  fpirtts 
than  walking  or  any  other  exercife  j  and  feems  to  have  been 
inftituted  by  providence,  at  once  for  the  pleafure  and  prefer* 
vation  of  maiikind. 

Pliny  proceeds  to  tell  us,  that  in  the  country,  he  is  under 
no  fort  of  reftraint,  either  in  what  he  hears  or  what  be  fays* 
An  univerTal  freedom  reigns  there,  and  all  the  bleffings  of 
focial  life  are  enjoyed  ijl  their  full  liberty  and  perfe&ion^ 

Nemo  atud  me  fuenfuam  fini^ris  firmonihis  carpk  :  *^  At 
*^  my  table,  (ky»  our  author,  there  are  no  bitter  infulti 
*^  vented  agsunn  any  perfon  i;(4iatfocver  ;  the  characters  of 
^<  the  prefent  and  the  abfent  are  equally  fafe.there."  This 
maxim,  laid  down  in  oppofition  to  flander  and  defamatory 
llurs,  fhews  fuch  a  benevolence  of  nature,  and  fuch  an  up- 
rightnefs  of  he^,  that  it  cannot  be  fufficiently  admired,  nor 
too  clofely  followed.  TIm  fermmes  fmijlri  are  thofe  fort  of 
malicious  infinuations,  which,  by  exprefiing  little,  leave 
room  to  >  imagine  a  great  deal :  they  are  like  poifoned  foiis, 
with  which  no  body  imagines  he  can  be  deeply  wounded,, 
and.  yet  their  touch  is  infallible  deflruAion.  They  coniift  of 
half-words,  hints,  doubts,  and  fneers  3  but  they  never  could 
find  admittance  into  Pliny's  doors.  .    .   .%  \ 

O  dulci  9tium^  hontftumqut^  ac  pane  emni  negotio  pukhritist 
We  perceive  in  this  fentence  the  preference,  which  Pliny 
gives  to  the  otium^  or  life  of  indolence,  before  the  negotiym^ 
or  life  of  bufinefs,  not  upon  ^,  but  upon  many  occafions* 
His  meaning  feems  to  be  this* :  **  As  much  as  I  prefer,  fAfg 
he,  **  the  ferenity  of  rcpofe,  to  a  more  a6tive,  and  lefs  re- 
**  tired  fcene  of  life,  yet  there  are  fome  particular  kinds  of 
**  employment,  for  which  I  would  quit  my  tranquillity  wil)» 
"  pleafure ;  employments,  wherein  the  iiltercft  6f  n^ 
**  friends,  my  duty  to  mv  emperor,  or  the  profperity  oif 

'  *'  my  country,  are  depending,  and  concerned/' 

O  mare  !    O  littus  !   verum  fecretumque  Mwir©*  /    ^am' 

■  multa  invenitis  !  ^iam  muha  diSfatis  !  **  O  fea  1  O  fhore  I 

'  **  fweet  retirement,    and  fuitable  place  for  ftudy,  how  do. 

**-yott  help- my  imagination,  what  fentiments  do  you  in- 
**  fpire  !"  A  philofopher,  who  like  Pliny  extradiea  know- 

•  Juvenal  Sat.  10.  ^.356. 
r::  Vol.  L  ^  H  kdgc. 
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ledge,  and  gathered  fpeculattom  from  every  outurard  objedl 
around  him,  muft  cry  out,  ^uam  multa  invenitisj  diSfatifque  ! 
whenever  he  viewed  the  fea,  looked  down  upon  the  ground, 
or  turned  his  eyes  up  to  h^ven.  The  exclamatiofis  which  he 
makes  ufe  of  in  this  fentence,  and  which  feem  to  rife  upon 

'  htm  as  be  recollects  the  happy  hours  he  has  pafled  upon  the 
ftrand,  ma^m  hTva  «oXt;^Xo»crCo»o  ^ckKiff^^y  are  extremely  beau- 
tiful. The  filence.  of  the  fbore,  the  profped  on  evesy  fide, 
and  the  folitude  of  the  place,  were  all  fo  many  excitements 
to  diocrght  and  reflexion.  It  was  here  our  author  chofe  to 
retire  ;  it  was  here  he  chofe  to  ftudy  )  it  was  here  he  con- 
templated the  wonders  of  the  deep,  and  the  mi^ity  works  of 
the  creation  :  y^vis  omnia  pkna.  This  was  as  far  as  the 
ableft  and  the  wifeft  man  could  go,  without  the  light  of 
Chnftianity  :  and  therefore  Pliny's  notions  of  the  deity 
muft  arife  from  the  mighty  wonders  of  the  univerfe,  from 
the  heavens  aheve,  from  the  earth  beneathj  and  from  the  waters 
sender  the  earth :  each  of  which  declareth  the  gbhf  of  Godj 
each  of  vAA(^' /heweth  his  handy  work. 

We  fee  in  this  epiftle  a  calmnefs  and  ferenity  of  thought, 
a  love  €3i  folitude  and  retirement,  and  a  preference  of  the 
country  to  the  town,  wMck  are  the  eonftant  tSeSb&  of  a 
mind  void  of  offence,  and  totsdly  at  peace  widi  itfelf :  and 
^  epiftle  is  at  the  (ame  time  a  juft  cenfure  upon  that  bufy, 
lmxzin|,  vatn-dprious  animal,  an  important  trifler ;  who, 
in  tlie  days  of  Fliny,  was  conftantly  to  be  found  in  the 
Forum  at  Romoy  and  in  thefe  days,  and  in  this  ifland,  is  to 
W  met  with  in  all  public  places  within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    X. 
Pliny  to  Atrius  Clemens. 

IF  ever  polite  learning  Ihonc  in  our  city, .  it  is  now 
in  meridian  glory ;  numerous  and  eminent  are  the 
examples  of  it  :  out  of  the  many  I  need  quote 
only  one,  Euphrates  the  phibfophcr.  When  I  was 
a  young  foldier  in  Syrian  I  had  an .  opportunity,  by 
being  frequently  at  his  houfe,  to  look  into  him  tho- 
roughly :  and  I  took  fome  pains  to  be  beloved  by 
Rim  :  pains  I  fhould  not  fay,  for  he  is  by  nature 

cafy 


fed^  of  ixk^f  open^  and  a  ftrohg  iriiiiknce  df  ihe  Ki^ 
maditj!^  whS^  he  teaches,    t  wi(h  I  had  fulfilled  thfe 
hcpes  be  ec^fSved  of  me  af  thftt  time,  in  the  facius 
propdiftiofH  that  ht  hais  added  to  the  virtues  he  theft 
md:  Oti  ^haips^  I  Mmift  t^fd  virtues  ilidf e  no# 
thafi  I  dididt^'th^  tlihe^  becdlife  I  underftand  theiA 
tx^ef  i  dOladgh  a^  yd:  I  h^e  only  a^  iix^t&B:  ide6 
Of  iX^ill;  fdf  ns  ill  pi£hires^  ffatues^  and  works  of 
thskt  Mnd^  a  man  muft  be  an  artifl  to  be  a* Judgp :  & 
in  wifSemr  A  mto  maR  have  it-  in  himftUt  to  judgft 
of  it  in  bthei^.'    But  if  I  judge  rightly,  the  vktudt 
tf  £vi»iiRAts$  are  fb  emhieht  and  eoflft>icu6i39,  thai 
they  fflial  ii«*flarily  afifeft  a(ny  riiah,  who  has  a  tno^ 
Cfeilite  fhiAti  of  leatnihgi  His  arguments  stre  carried  orf 
with  great  wCxtttn^j  great  weight,  mid  great  embeU 
lifhnlentsi  and  he  frequendy  difplays  Siat  fublim^ 
and  £0ufive  Jcind  of  eloquence^  which  is  fo  remark*!! 
able  in  FhAito^    His  flyle  is  fkient  and  often  varied^ 
and  k  difiinguijfiied  by  fweetnefs^  that  he  both  leadf 
Hid  dri^fe  fluife,  who  are  moft  obftinately  deterniiri* 
ed  to  opp6&  him.     Add  to  this  the  talln^  of  hisf 
fblture,  the  gfacefulneis  of  his  countenance,  his  fine 
head  of  haif j  and  his  bufhy  and  filver  beard :  whicb> 
though  they  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  ^ft  of 
chance,   afid  of  no  intrinfic  talue^  yet  greatly  en-* 
creafe  the  veneration  paid  tp  him.     His  drefs  is  per* 
feftly  neat  sind  plain :   his  looks  are  grave,  not  for- 
bidding ;  fo  that  at  firft  fight  he  will  ftrike  you  with 
great  awe,  but  it  is  an  awe  void  of  fear.    The  po- 
litenels  of  his  manners  is  equal  to  the  inno^nce  of 
his  life.    He  attacks  the  vices,  and  not  the  perfoni 
of  men ;   Aor  does  he  fo  much  chaftifei  as  amAid 
them.    Your  attention  muft  inevitably  foUov^^j  and 
hahg  upon  his  inftruftions  i  and  when  you  are  per- 
fe<9Jy  convinced  by  has  exhortations^  you  will  wilh 
to  hear  them  agaim 

He  has  three  children,  two  of  which  are  fens  i 
thcfc  he  has  educated  with  the  utmoft  care-    His  fa* 

Ha  ther- 
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thcr  in-law,  Pompeius  Julianus,  is  a  man  of  x 
moft  exalted  chara<9]er,  but  particularly  in  this,  that 
he,  who  was  governor  of  a  province,  and  had  the 
chief  nobility  there  at  his  command,  chofe  out  Eu- 
i^HRATEs  for  his  fon-in-law,  not  as  a  perfon  diftin- 
guifhed  by  his  .honours,  but  by  his  wifdom.  Yet, 
iwhy  ihould  1  fpeak  any  more  of  a  man,  who  is  loft 
to  me  ?  Is  it  to  encreafe  the  anguifh,  that  I  fuSer  in 
fuch  a  lofs  ?  tied  down  as  I  am  to  one  of  the  greateft, 
and  confequently  one  of  the  moft  troubleibme  em- 
ployments in  the  empire :  an  employment,  that  ob- 
liges me  to  hear  caufcs,  to  fign  petitions,  to  make 
up  public  accounts,  and  to  write  innumerable  letters, 
where  not  one  word  of  polite  liceraturo  can  pof- 
iibly  be  introduced.  Now  and  then  X  bJbe  an  op^ 
portunity  (for  fometimes  I  fnatch  a  moment  from 
Dufinefs)  to  complain  to  Euphrates  of  the  farigaes 
of  my  employment :  he  comforts  me  by  afliirances, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  pirts  of  philofei- 
phy  to  cany  on  the  affairs  of  the  public,  to  make 
onefelf  matter  of  bufinefs,  to  give  juclgerhent,  to 
expedite  and  to  execute  juftice,  and  thus .  to  put  in 
pra&ice  the  various  leflbns  we  learn  from  the  philofo- 
phers  thcmfelves.  In  this  inftance  his  pcrfuafivc  elo- 
quence fails  :  nor  can  I  be  convinced,  that  it  is 
better  to  be  employed  as  I  am,  than  to  pais  nly 
time  in .  attending  his  leftures,  and  learning  his  pre- 
cepts ;  for  which  reafon  I  am  more  earneft  in  cx- 
liorting  you,  who  have  leifure,  that  the  next  time 
you  come  to  Rome  (and  you  fhould  come  the  fooner 
for  fuch  a  call)  you  will  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  polifhed 
by  fo  mafterly  a  hand.  In  this  you  perceive  I  follow 
not  the  example  of  many  others,  by  envying  thofe 
benefits,  of  which  I  cannot  partake  :  on  the  contrary, 
li  fi?cl  a  moft  fenfible  pleafure,  in  feeing  my  friends 
enjoy  thofe  advantages,  which  fate  denies  to  me. 
Farewell. 

obser. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Every  man  bears  two  duirafters ;  the  one  direAly  the  rc- 
verfe  ot  the  other,  and  perhaps  neither  cxaftly  true.  This 
arifes  from  the  blind  partiality  of  friends,  and  the  boundleft 
inveteracy  of  enemies :  by  the  firft  we  are  painted  gods,  h^ 
the  latter  devils  ;  and  yet  look  into  us,  and  wcare  only  an 
earthly  being,  fituated  betwixt  the  two  extremes.  Ev*^ 
PHRATES  the  philofopher,  whofe  pifture  is  here, drawn  iii 
fo  fweet  an  attitude  by  Pliny,  is  painted  by  PHiiosTRA- 
Tus,  according  to  the  fcholiaft  Catanteus,  in  the  moft 
hideous  colours  Imaginable.  Pliny  defcribes  him  of  a  very 
rare,  and  excellent  nature.  If  Philostratus  is  to  be 
credited^  he  wa^  Inter  fceneratorum  nunfas  cqufo  pihftuarius^ 
feeneraiory  publicanusy  nummulartuSj  ad  omnia  venaliafe  ctni" 
vtrtenSy  foribus  potent  iorum  .magis  affixus  quamjanitores,  Sq 
bafea  charafier  paght  not  to  be  rendered  into  Eh^ifli;  But  tp 
clear  up  suidexplam  the  injured  reputation  of  Euphr at £#9 
we  may.  reft  on  the  unblemiibed  honour  of  Pliny,  whicb^ 
like  the  ibield  of  Ajax,  will  at  once  cover  himfelf  and  his 
friends.        .    , 

The  friendibip  between  Euphrates  and  our  author  bc- 

ijan,  when  the  latter  was  extremely  young;  when  he' was 
earning  the  art  of  war  in  Syria.  It  may  be  imagii«ed  front 
thence,  that  he  was  defigned  for  the  army,  ratber  than  the 
bar;  but  fuch  an  imagination  can  only  arife- from  the  nar- 
row method  of  education  that  prevails  in  our  own  times.  The 
Romans  proceed  in  another  manner;  they  bred  up  the 
young  gentlemen,  who  were  intended  for  the  bar,  in  the 
icience  of  w3|r,  and  military  affairs,  fo  that  after  they  bad 
filled  the  offices  of  praetor,  or  conful,  they  mi^htbe  capable 
of  governing :  provinces,  and  a£ling,  if  required^  with  as 
much  knowledge  and  authority  in  uie  camp,  as  in  the  fo* 
rum.  .  Tfaoie,  who  were  defigned  for  the  army,  were  prc- 
vioufly  brought  up  to  underftand  the  civil  conuitution,  and 
Co  know  the  full  fcope  and  extent  of  the  Ronian  laws  :  by 
which  means  moft  of  their  generals  were  orators,  and  moft 
of  their  pr;itor$  were  generals.  The  foldier  knew  ^low  to 
adminifter  juftice,  and  the  lawyer  knew  how  to  exercife  and 
command  troops;  nor  can  a  more  complcat  charaSer  be 
formed,  than  the  foldier  and  the  orator  both  joined  in  one 
man.    - 

H  3  A  ^ 
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A  man,  the  ^ate'$  ^ole  chander  horn  to  wdid^ 
And  fhake  at  once  the  fenate  and  the  field  K 

At  the  time  that  Flint  mote  diis  letter  to  Atrius  C|Lt^ 
l«BN$,  he  bore  one  of  the  chief  offices  of  the  ftate:  hewai 
pr^e€2us  arariiy  a  commiffioner  of  the  txieafiiry*  Cornut 
ws  Tektullus  was  his  collegue  inthat  offiipe.  Pliky  vm 
ci|u^  to  the  truft  and  dignity  of  fo  great  ^ 


-    ^  -  ■ 

f  Pqjp£*8  chara£ler  of  John  duke  of  Arc  ylk. 

EPISTLE      Xt 
Plij?v  to  Fabius  Justus* 

IT  is  i^fi  age  fince  I  heard  from  yoy.  You  will  isjr 
yoy  hayp  nothing  to  write  ;  write  thto  %q  fell  v^ 
fo ;  or  \tx.  your  letter  conlifk  only  of  th$tt  old  fafHonf 
ted  compliiftent,  In  hopes  that  you  are  wellj  I  amfo  at 
t^¥  P'^I?^  writing,  '  This,  eveji  thjs, ,  will  fatisfy 
ine:  for  what  can  I  dcfirc  more?  Ybu  imagine  I 
left ;  uppn  py  word  I  am  ferious.  Tell  tne;  pray 
^11  x^t^  How  you  pafs  your  time  ?  I  cannot  bear  yovr 
JTiience  without  great  yneaiinels,    Farcwel}. 

;      OBSERVATIONS, 

Abfence  Is  (he  tpuchftonp  of  friendfhipr  .  A  man  of  |m 
ynftpady  (jJifpoiition  flights  and  forgets  thofe  when  abfent, 
who  wpre  his  darling  favourites  when  prefent:  but  the  heart 
of  a  firm  and  faithful  friend  is  not  to  be  ^ei^  by  time, 
t>!ace,  or' other  feparating  circuniftances.  It*  is  from  this 
conftancy  of  foul,  tlpt  Pliny  (hews,  in  the  fb^going  flior^ 
qpiftle^  fuch  a  fervency  of  afFedion,  and  fuch^  an  impatient 
I5agernefs  after  the  he^th,  and  welfare  of  Fabivs  Justus*  ^ 
'  in  the  freedom  and  freqfiency  of  cpnverfaticMi  betwixt  two 
peribns,  whofe  i)|itimacy  le^ds  them  to  be  o^eo  together, 
jntde  jars,  and  fplenetic  altercations  will  now  and  then  arife;, 
wbicfa  occafion  coolneis,  and  heart-burninss,  that  create '^ 
f^yp^^  and  fUr  up  ai;  imeafineis  on  each  ude;  but  abfehcs 

cur^s, 
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cureS)  tnci  oUiterates  all  fuch  differences  $  and  the  abfbit 
friend  appfars  like  a  diamond  fet  to  view  at  a  diftance,  whichi 
difplays  amazing  brightneis,  when  not  too  clojlib  to  tlie'e^e ;, 
but  upon  a  nearer  approach,  and  a  more  minute  examina-* 
tion,  is  crfteii  difcovered  to  have  Tome  finall  flaws,  that  take 
awaj  fix>m  the  luftre,  and  depreciate  the  value.  Deaths 
which  is  only  a  longer  abfence,  has  the  iame  effeA,  but  iA' 
a  much  ftronger  degree;  fo  tkat  we  fiiequ^dy  feo  ^e  ilU 
naturoi  hulhand  weeping  with  great  finqericy  over  his  wifft'f 
monument|  and  the  morc^e  famer  breaking  his  heart  for  w 
undutifu^  fan-  Tb^e  is  a  ftrange  perver^nefs  m.hiiman 
nature  I  we  lovf  and  hate  at  wrong  feafons;  paft  and  fur 
ture  pleafures  mfe  view  through  magnifying  glafies ;  -the  prer 
fent  we  never  tnjoy :  but  like  children  cry  for  thofe  play* 
things,  which,  when  we  have  in  our  hands,  w^  tear  to 
piecea. 

To  iuftify  thefc  gencnl  obfcrvations,  may  we  not  fuppofei 
that  when  Puny.  &ya  t-o  Fa:»ius,  Lud^n^  me  ptitas,  he  4$ 
(pc^fqiouftoCioRielimp  bickerings,  that  had  pafieib^e^ 
them?  .the  .remembranqe  of  which  might  m^cFABju^ 
wonder  at  Tuch  warm  exjjr^fliohs  of  love  and  friendfhip,  '^9 
tuph'  a  zealous'  and  kind  reproach,  for  not  being  fo  ccmfti^ 
ii^  fafi'.epiftolar^  correfpondence,-  as  he  had  been  In  liis  pei^. 
foialtlftt*.    •  r  ,t      .: 


.".•■*■ 
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Have  iiificitd  the  heavieft  lofs,  if  the  deprivation 
_  of  io  great  a  man  is  to  be  expreffed  by  that  name. 
Co8.£U.i.V3  RuFus  is  gone !  fallen  too  by  his  own 
choice  I  a  gauling  aggravation  of  my  forrow ;  for  to 
m^  that  kind  oi  death,  which  proceeds  neither  from 
nature  nor  from  fate,  feems  of  all  others  the  moft  to 
be  lamencedw  Where  ficknels  puts  an  end  to  life,  we 
iubititi  to  the  irievitable  neceflity,  and  are  comforted ; 
bat  where  death  is  voluntarily  called  in,  our  grief 
feels  no  allay,  becaufe  we  muft  believe  ipur  friends 
inight  have  Uvcd  much  loagcr.     CoRfi?-Lius  was 

H  4  induced 
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induced  to  this  action  bv  the  {Irengtb  of  reafbn, 
(which  to  wife  men  ftands  in  the  place  of  fate)  not- 
withftanding  the  many  inducementii  he  had  to  live  i 
^  clear,  confcience,  an  excellent  chara&er,  great  in* 
fluenqe  and  intereft.  Add  to  thefe,  his  dau^ter,  his 
wi&9  h^  grandfon,  his  fiilers,  and,  amidft  fo  many 
tonder  pledges,  his  true. and  faithful  friends  :  but  he 
labour^  under  fo  long,  and  fo  grievous  an  illne&, 
.  Siat  with  all  thefe  valuable  confiderations  of  life,  the 
motives  of  death  were  ftill  ftronger.  At  three  and 
thirty  years  of  age  (as  I  heard  him  declare)  he  Wai 
iirft  feized  with  the  gout.  It  was  liereditary  to  him  : 
Igr.our  diftempcrs,  like  other  things^  arc  often  de- 
livered down  to  our  poftcrity.  Whilft  he  was  youngs 
hft  conquered  and  kept  it  under  by  abftinence  and 
temperance;  and  upon  the  firft  attack,  after  he  crew 
Into  years,  he  fuftaincd  it  by  the  greatnels  or  his 
jrpind.  ,1  came  tp  him  in  the  reign  of  Domitian, 
Iwjhen  h^  had  a  houfe  not  far  from  Ri?mej  and  foirnd 
1^:  fi^  Wider  the  moft  inexpreflible  anguifh^ 
and  th0  moft  wretched  torments  that  can  be  imagine 
cd  :  for  at  that  time  the  diftemper  had  not  confined 
itfelf  to  his  feet  only,  but  had  wandered  through 
every  part  of  his  body.  The  attendants  in  his  bed* 
chanriber  immediately .  wept  put :  This  was  his  cuf- 
tom'  'whenever  any  of  his  moft  faniiliar  firiends  came 
to  him  :  Nay,  his  wife,  a  woman  capable  of  bcin^ 
^ntrufted  "with  the  higHeft  fecrets,  '  left  the  room. 
Jic  rolled  his  eyes,  and  laid  to  me  :  Habere fore^  Obi 
wherefore  do  you  think  I  hear  my  cruel  fains  fo  long  f 
It  is  that  I  may^  if  poffihUy  outlive  this  monflrous  ty^ 
rant  \  though  it  were  but  one  Jingle  day.  Gnat  Ju» 
PJTER  !  i>adfi  thou  beftowed  upon  me  a  body  equal  to  my 
mind,  my  wifhes  fhould  have  been  accompUfhed.  •  Hca* 
vmi  granted  his  defire,  with  which  he  was^fo  fiJly 
Cpftpented,  that  knowing  he  fhould  now  die  a  free 

.    ^  I>gMITIAN, 
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unei^bved-  Roman,  he  broke  through  all  xht  Icffet  ^ 

ties,  numeroos  as  they  were^^that  chained  him  down 
ta  life.  ££s  diftemper  had  for  ibme  time  ehcreafed^' 
although  he  had  tried  to  aiTwagp  it  by  temperance :  at 
lengdi  the  continuance  of  it  overcame  his  Gonftan<^  % 
and  he  had  already  abftained,  during  four  days, 
from  all  kind  of  nourifhment,  when  his  wife  Hispul- 
LA  fent  our  conraion  friend,  Caius  Geminivs,  to 
me,  widi'the  difinal  news,  that  Coielexlius  wast, 
dctennihed  to*  die  5  that  neither  the  entreaties  of  her- 
&lf,  nor  hei^- daughter,  made  the  leaft  impteffipn: 
upon  him:^  4Uid  that  I  was  the  only  perion  Itki  vA^ 
could  reconcile  lum  to.Ufe.  I  ran  imrtMfdiately,  and 
was  already  juft  at  his  door,  when  again  Hisp«uiL^ 
fa:it  Julius  Atticus  to  let  me  know,  thitt  now'cvefi 
my  interceflions  would  not  avail,  fo  obftinatcly  waS( 
he  hardened  Aa  his  reiblution.  He  had  iald  to  hU 
jphyfician^  i^Ho  was  prefCng  him  to  take  fofne  ^bdd,.*. 
I,  am  ^»ifirmiwei:  A  ^tence,  that  filled' my  foul  at 
once  with  aftonifhment  and  grief  I  now  refliedl:  what 
a*  friend,^  what  a  man  lam  deprived  of !  He  was 
fixty  icven  years  old  when  he  diw  5  a  length  bf  agg 
fuffictent  for  men  of  the  moft  robuft  conftitutions  :  I 
know  it.  He  is  releafed  from  perpetual  torture  i 
I  inow  it.  He  left  his  relations,  nay  he  left  thp* 
conimoDW^aMu  dearer  to  him  than  all  his  relations, 
flotuiihing  and  happy:  This  I  know  ^  alfo.  And 
yet  I  mourn'  his  ^th,  as  if  he  had  fallen  in  the 
flower  'of  his  yoqrfi,  and  the  frill  ftrertgth  of  hii 
conftitutionr  but  to  own  to  you  my  weakntfs;  my 
forr6w  is  in  a  great  meafure  occafioned  upon  my 
own  account :  I  have  loft,  oh  I  have  loft  the  witnds, 
the  guide,  the  mafter  of  my  condud.  In  (hort  to 
tell  you  .what,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  grief,  I 
faid  to  our  neighbour  Calvisius  ;  I  fear  I  fhall  grow 
leit  circumfpe£t  than  I  have  been.  Adminiftcr  there- 
1&re  fome  comfort  to  me  :  tell  me  not,  that  he  was' 
bid,  that  he  was  infirm,  (they  are  t  circumftances  I 

have 
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have  long  known)  but  let  it  be  feme  new,  fomc  un-^ 
common  confolation  ;  fomething  I  ha\^  never  heard,- 
nor  read.  All  that  I  have  already  h^ard,  or  read, 
occurs  to  my  memory  >  but  that  is  not  fufficicnt  to 
overcome  my  forrow.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Among  the  many  misfortunes,  to  which  hum«n  kind  are 
liable,  the  death  of  friends  is  leaft  fupportabk.  If  the  doc- 
trines and  confolation  of  Chriftianity  are  often  not  fiifficient 
to  alleviate  the  weight,  how  much  more  heavy  muft  it  be  to 
heathens,  labouring  under  the  darknefs  and  uncertainty  of  a 
future  ftate  ?  They  had  indeed  a  mythology,  in  which  were 
U%  before  them  a.  beaven  and  a  hell,  rewards  and  punifh-* 
«IDent8,  happiifcls  and  mifery  :  but  die  fyftem  was- mixed 
wi^  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  ftran^e  fab}es,  ftuffed  with 
lb  many  (hocking  abfurdities,  and  built  on  fuch  notorious 
improbabilities,  that  it  wa$  impoffible  to  be  believed  by  men 
ef  learning  ai)d  philofophy.  From  the  light  of  nature  there-r 
fore  our  author  ftems  to  have  drawn  die  following  fenti* 
inent. 

^  mm  JuSiuoJiffimum  ginus  mmi$^  puc  um  VfJUSturA^ 
1H£  fatalis  wktw*.  ^^^  uiamfUM  in  ilUsy  qm  tif^k^  fimm* 
pir^  mafnum  ex  ipfd  nuejjfttaujolatium  eft  \  in  ii^  ViXih  V*^ 
eneJIHa  mors^  mffrU  He  infamkilii  dolor  e/f^  quod  ^nduntur 
potutffi  diu  vivere^^ 

^^  My  friend,  fays  Pliny,  has  fallen  by  his  oWn  hands  : 
^  a  moft  metfincholy  circumftance  in  the  lofs  of  Mm  ;  for 
^  furely  that  fort  of  death,  which  i$  the  effii£^6/  choice, 
^  and  hot  of  fate,  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  to  be  regretted, 
^f  ffpe^ialiy  wj^ea  \  confider  th^t  hp  might  t^Xel>yed;ipHch 
fV  longer  :  U^  t^a^t  I  am  depriyed  pf  fhat.  con^fqrt,  which 
••  ariles  from  a  totrd  fubjuiiJion  to  the  decree?  pf  hc^v^li." 

Heafon,^  «ven  unaflifted,  might  teach  us,  that  the  Being, 
who  giave  us  life,  ba$  a  right  to  difpofe  of  it,  vt^en  and  how 
^e  thmks  fit  :  ^i  fo  fenfible  were  the  antients  of  this  doc- 
Wine,  and  of  the  horrid  impiety  of  felf-murdcr,  that  Vir- 
Ml. '  has  placed  the  Suicides  in  a  ftate  of  puniihment,  arif- 

U^  entirely  from  their  own  reflexions  on  whi^tb^y  bad 

Proxima 
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4kind§  timtti  moffti  kea^  quijibi  litkum 

rr(0iCir$  anitngf.    ^^m  velknt  ^bfre  in  ak$ 
ffimcit pifitpprflm  il  dures  ptrferre lai^es I  '\  -   • 
Fai  dffifih  trifiiqHf  palu$  mamabilis  mdd         .   ■  -  . » 
Mig^  fi  npvw  S^9t  interfttjk  catreit. 

^^  Thfi  next  in  pla^,  and  puniihnient,  are  diej,  ' 

*^  Who  pr^^dipdljr  throw  their  fbub  awav. 

M  Fools,  who  repining  at  thor  wretched  ftate^  "  ■  ■•  '^ 

f^  And  loathing  anxious  life,  fuborn^d  their  fatfe:  •        ' 

*^  With  late  rep^^ce,  how  they  would  rctrtevv 

^  Tlw  bodies  diey  forfodc,  and  wifli  to  live.    • 

^^  Tlieir  oiins  and  poverty  dcffire  to  bear, 

H  To  vidw  Ae  light  of  heaven,  and  breathe  the  vital,  air. 

f>  But  fate  fbrbids ;  the  S/j^ma  floods  oppofe; 


<c 


And,  with  nine  circling  ftreams,  the  captive  fouli 


•/Ill 


'  ft  is  impoAQe*  Co  read  the  authors  of  antiquitir,'  trhoft 
wridngB  are  foJuiUy  eftoemtd  models  of  every  Qioitil  virtuel 
without  being  convinced,  that  they  imagined  themfelves  t6  be 
aecoontaMe  after  death  for  the  a6fions  of  their  life :  and  al- 
llkni^  felf»muirder  became  a  fiffaion  among  fome  of  th6 
^iivmans,  who"  thought  it  more  hbnourable  to  die,  thaA 
to  b^  enflaved ;  yet  where  futcide  was  Committed  merely 
to  avoid  pain,  and  to  find  relief  from  agony,  it  was  rath^f 
deenied  an  aft  of  ipnpatience  than  of  bravery  :  and  Plin^ 
tskfes  notice  in  this  letter,  that,  notwithftanding  the  long 
ibnig^les  of  CbkBtLtus,  againft  the  torments  of  his  diftem-? 
per, -nis  coni^ncy  at  length  fbrfook  him,  and  he  died  ob- 
ftinately  refuiing  all  nourifhment,  and  declaring  with  his 
laft  breathy  that  he  was  tired  of  life,  weary  of  his  fuiFeringSj^ 
and  pofitivelv  determined  to  expire. 

The  defenption,  which  Pliny  gives  of  his  friend  in  pain, 
and  the  fpeech,  which  Corellius  makes  from  the  couch  of 
iicknefs,  are  fo  concife  in  the  original,  that  they  feem  to 
demand  f(Hne  kind  of  explanation. 

"In  the  reign  of  Domitian,  Corellius  Rufus  had 
♦^  9  moft  fliarp^and  dangerous  fit  of  the  gout.  •  I  happened 

f  Drydbn. 
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<*  to  vifit  him  at  that  time:  he  was  in  a  lodging  he  had 
5<  taken  near  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  air:  as  foon  as  I 
*'  entered  his  chamber,  his  fervants  that  were  about  him 
*'  withdrew,  for  he  would  not  fuffer  his  doBieftics,  though 
**  ever  fo  ufeful  or  neceflary  in  his  illnefs^  to  be  prefcnt, 
**  when  any  of  his  friends  were  in  the  room  :  no,  nor  even 
^  his  wife,  though  (he  was  a  woman -of  pradence  and  fe* 
<<  crecy  beyond  me  generality  of  her  fex. 

•'  .When  we  were  alone  together,  he  criod  out,  rollihg  his 
«  eyes  with  pain  and  indignation :  Oh  !  Sjbcukdus  !  Ss« 
**  cuNpus  !  Are  you  not  amazed  I  fuffer  diefe  tornients ! 
*•  To  what  end  do  you  imagine  I  live  ?  Is  life  worth  pur- 
*•  chafing  at  fo  dear  a  rate  ?  Yes,  yes,  on  one  account*it  is : 
•*  let- me  outlive  Domitian  but  one  fingie  day,  and- 1  am 
^  fatisfied  :  let  me  fee  thiat  tyrant  fall  before  me,  and  I  die 
*f  with  pleafure.  Gods !  had  the  ftrength  of  my  body  been 
<^  equal  |o  that  of  my  mind,  at  this  moment  my  hand  {hould 
•;*  fulfil  the  wiflie^  of  my  heart.'* 

The  next  fentcnce,  affuit  tamen  Deus  vote,  Hands  in  great 
need  of  a  comment.  We  might  infer  from  the  words,  &j* 
ven  granted  his  nqueji^  that  Corellius  Rufus  had  ga- 
thered ftrength  fufficierit  to  kill  Domitiai^,  but  the  con^ 
text  is  this. 

•*  Though  the  Grods  did  not  endue  Wm  with  ftteigth.fuf- 
^^  ficient  to  perform  the  mighty  deed,  which  his  thoughts 
•*  had  entertained,  yet  they  granted  his  requeft  of  outliving 
••Domitian*  Heaven  permitted  him  to  fee  the  tyrant 
**,  fell :  Domitian  periihed,  and  RuFUS  furvived.!* 
,  The  latter  part  of  this  letter  is  entirely  dedicated  to  grief: 
it  (hews  Pliny  in  a  different,  and  perhaps  more  amiable 
li^t  thansftiy  of  the  preceding  epiftles  :  he  is  loft  in  forrow^ 
and  concludes  almoft  in  the  words  of  Sh AKESpjgARE  ;   • 

My  particular  grief 
Is  of  fo  floodgate  and  o'er-bcaring  nature,    . 
That  it  ingluts  and  fwallows  other  forrows, 
'       And  y^t  is  ftill  itfelf. 
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EPISTLE    XIII. 
Pliny  to  Sossius   Senecio. 

THIS  yeatf  has  produced  a  moft  plentiful  harveft 
of  poets.     Scarce  a  day  in  the  month  oi  April 
has  pafled  without  a  poem :  when  learning  floutifhesy 
I  am  always  plcafed.    I  wifli  men  of  genius  to  come' 
forward  and  Ihcw  themfelves ;  although,  in  genfcftT, 
rehearfals  are  not  well  attended :  and,  as  an  example 
of  itt  .you  wUl  Jfee  great  numbers  fitting  idly  inthe 
lobbies,  liftning  to  every  ftcwy-teller  that  corner  iii 
their  way,  fending  in  to  know  whether  the  orator  is 
yet  in  his  roflrum,  whether  he  has  gone  through  the 
preface  of  his  Ipeech,  whether  the  greateft  part  of  his 
performance-be  over ;  and  fo  at  length  they  vouchfafe 
to  cpnie,  by^.hpw?  flowly  and  with  reluaance.  Nor 
cafi  they  then  be  prevailed  upon  to  ftay,  but  retreat 
before  the  end  of  it,  with  this  difference,  that  fome 
ftcal  away  IWy  and  unoblcrved,  others  go  off  boldly 
and  unconcerned.     Heavens,  how  unlike  is  this  to 
the  behaviour  of  Claudius  CiESAR  ;  who  (no  loiter 
a^  than  within  the  memory  of  our  fathers,)  is  wid 
to  have  heard  a  loud  noife,  as  he  was  walking  in  his 
palace,  and  to  have  alked  what  was  the  caufe  of  it ! 
They  told  him  Noni anus  was  rehcarfing  in  public : 
upon  which  the  Emperor  voluntarily  quitted  his  com-  . 
pany,  and  immediately  became  one  of  the  audience. 
But  now  early  folicitations  joined  to  frequent  adver-  . 
tifements  cannot  prevail  upon  the  idleft  idler  to  be 
prefent :  or,  if  he  comes,  it  is  with  a  complaint  that 
he  has  loft  the  whole  day,  becaufe  it  is  the  only  day 
that  he  really  has  not  loft.   But  from  hence  the  more 
praife  and  applaufe  muft  certainly  accrue  to  thofe, 
whom  neither  the  lazinefs  nor  the  pride  of  fuch  an 
audience  can  deter  from  writing,  and  fpeaking  in 
public.    For  my  own  part,  I  have  fcarce  ever  ab- 
-  fcntcd, 
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fcnted  myfelf  from  thefe  exercifes ;  which,  it  is  tnii 
indeedj  were  paifbrmed  by  my  fritadi  5  for  there  artf 
few,  who  love  literature  in  general,  who  have,  not  a 
particular  aflfedtion  for  mtf.  Thefe  hsLvihctn  the  rca- 
fons,  that  I  have  wafted  more  time  in  town  than  I 
defigncJd.  I  may  now  fiy  back  t0  mf  ft^tteh€f 
tmd  fet  about  fomd  work^  wliich  I  fliaU  ^mainly  Jk)t 
reheiarfe  in  pubiic  v  left  it  fbxxAd  feedS,  fhit  I  Uf/bM^^ 
od  thefe  renear&Is,  not  (o  much  to  hdsr^  iB  tib  put 
in  a  claim  of  being  heard  in  my  tum  i  fot  it  id  hx- 
tb^^  a»  in  all  other  matters  et  fav'our^  If  retaliation 
ia  ekp^ed,  the  grace  of  having  h%en  one  of  the  au^' 
diencc  is  entirely  UA.    Farewdl. 

OBSEkVAtlONS. 

Throu^out  this  cpiffle,  PtiNT  difcovfcrsBis  hrtditt'Sf 
ters,  ai)d  hi$  affidtnty  and  unwearied  att^^aoee  on  tbepub<<^ 
lie  reheariak :  Exercifes,  which  were  generally  performai  hf 
ypiing  orators.  Who  were  determined  to  (hine  in  the  fonmv' 
andt  at  the  bar.     To  thefe  different  ends  fhey  Mhoaifed 
verfes,  or  made  fpeeches,  before  as  large  an  audience,  as  by: 
intereft,  entreaties,  or  advertifements,  they  could  draw  to- 
gether.   Thefe  poetical  rehearfals  lafterf,  as  We  leafn  front 
MAftTiAt,  during  ^t^  y/kolt  day. 

Juditur  M&  fape  f9€ta  Hi  *. 

Pliny,  from  poets,  turns  his  obfervations  upon  ocatoTs/ 
and  laments  the  little  attendance  that  is  paid  to  their  re- 
citals, even  lefs  than  In  the  days  of  Claudius  C^sAr^ 
who  did  great  honour  to  NofJiAi«Ju^,  by  appearing,  tin- , 
aflcdd,  at  one  of  his  rehear&ls.    NoKlANits  i^  me'iition^d 
by  QyiNTiLiAN  as  an  hiftorian  * :  SArvilius  NonianVs^ 
iffe  a  nobis  duditui  ifty  clari  inr  ingenii^  el  fihieniiis  crehr^ 
ltd  minus  prejfus  qaam  lAfiorite  atUloriias  ff^idat :  ^^  I  \Ay€' 
**  been  prefent  at  the  rehearfals  of  Sbrv^ilius  Nonxanu^s^/ 
<*  a  man  of  bright  talents,  and  very  fententiousi  but  le& 
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*^  dofe,  than  the  dignity  ^f  hiftorjr  ftems  to  require."  Hk 
works  are  entirelv  1^. 

In  the  reign  ot  Augustus,  arts  and  Sciences  were  culti- 
vated with  great  fuccefi  :  they  rofe  to  their  highef!  pitdi  dF 
glory^  and  they  made  Rome  the  envv  and  example  of  th^ 
whole  world  :  even  Athens  yielded  to  ner  the  laurel  6f  faittdL 
In  the  reigns  of  Tiberius  and  Calioula  learning  gr6# 
languid, and  held  down  her  bead.  Tiberius  was  too  wicked 
to  be  learned,  and  Cai,iou1a  knew  np-  more  of  letttvf. 
than  bis  conful  the  horfe.  However,  under  Clauoiu^ 
C^sar  fome  degree  of  literature  revived  :  that  dull  empe^ 
ror  had  in  his  younger  days  pafled  away  nuich  time  ^t  ftudy's 
nay,  he  was  art  author,  and  had  a  kind  of  affedion  for  mefi  <X 
genius  and  erudition ;  of  M^ch,  to  fay  truth,  the  inftancft 
quoted  in  this  eptftle  is  perhaps  the  iiroi^eft^  diat  cane  bt 
found  in  hiftory. 

Tbefe  public  prattons  are  contrary  to  our  method  of  in* 
trodu£Hon  to  the  bar  \  and  no  more  time  need  be  taken  up 
in  an  explanation  of  them.  There  is  indeed  a  fhadow  of 
that  diicipline  ffill  fubfifting  in  our  univerfities  :  and  certainly 
fpeech^  deliirered  from  the  njhum  help  to  Overcome  art  un- 
luppy  bafhfbfaiefs,  which  too  often  ecKpies  men  of  the  great- 
eft  merit,  and  of  the  brighteft  talents :  A  bafhfulnefs,  which 
the  Qredcs  called  Utrvnt'^^  and  the  French  la  mawaifi 
bwte. 

EPISTLE    XIV. 
Pliny  to  Junius  Mauricus. 

YO  U  aik  me  to  look  out  for  a  hufband,  to  whom 
you  may  give  your  niece  :  a  t^,  in  which  you 
very  rightly  prdfer  me  before  all  others.  For  vou 
wcJi  know,  how  I  loved  and  hortoured  that  excelleirt 
man  her  father.  You  well,  know  by  what  encourage^ 
ments  he  cherilhed  my  youth,  and  what  praifes  he 
beftowtd  upon  me  at  chat  time;,  to  rtakt  me  after^ 
wards  capaUe  of  deiferving  thorn.  No  commafkl  of 
yours  to  me  could  diiry  greatel-  weight  and  pfeafuns 
with  it  :  nor  can  I  be  engaged  in  a  more  honourable 
undertaking,  than  in  chufing  om  fytm  young  man^ 
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from  whom  may  dcfcend  grandfbns  and  fuccdfbrs  to 
''  Arulenus  RursTicus.  Such  a  man  might  be  long 
.Ibught  after,  if  Munitiits  Acilianus  did  not  pre- 
.Iqit  himfelf  to  my  mind,  born  as  it-were  for  that 
purpofe  :  he  is  ibme  few  years  younger  than  I  am, 
40  that  we  live  with  the  eafy  familiarity  and  aSedion 
of  young  people,  and'  yet  he  reveres  me  as  ah  expe- 
rienced old  man.  He  lubmits  to  be  modelled  and 
iiiftrufted  by  me,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  been 
ty  you,  and  your  brother :  his  country  is  Brixioj  in 
bur  part  of  Italy^  which  ftill  retains  and  keeps  up  the 
inodcft,  frugal,  and  plain  manners  of  the,  anticnts, 
jHlis  father  is  Minicius  Macrinu$,  the  head  of  the 
equeftrian  order,  having  always  declined  a  higher 
ftation :  for  Vespasian  offered  to  choofe  him  one 
of  the  praetors  ;  but  he  was  conilant  and  firm  in 
preferring  virtuous  retirement  to  fuch  purluits  as  ours, 
which  I  am  in  doubt  whether  to  call  ambition  or 
dignity.  His  grandmother,  on  his  mother's  fide,  is 
Serrana  Procula,  a  native  of  Padua.  You  know 
the  manners  of  the  place,  but  Serraka  is  an  ex- 
ample of  the  flrifteft  virtue  even  to  the  Paduans. 
His  uncle  is  P.  Acilius,  a  man  of  fingular  authority, 
prudence,  and  integrity.  In  fhort,  throughout  the 
whole  family  you  will  find  nothing  but  what  will 
pleafe  you,  as  much  as  in  your  own.  As  for  Aci- 
lianus himfelf,  he  is  a  man  of  a  ftrong  conflitution, 
indefatigable  at  bufinefs,  and  yet  of  an  invincible 
modefty.  He  has  paflfed  through  the  feveral  ofHces  of 
quasflor,  tribune,  and  prastor,  with  great  honour,  and 
to  has  faved  you  the  trouble  of  foliciting  thofe  em- 
ployments for  him.  His  countenance  is  free  and 
open,  his  complexion  ruddy  and  healthful,  his  whole 
perfon  beautihil  and  genteel,  and  his  carriage  grace- 
lul  and  fenatorian.  Thefc  are  accpmplifhments  oy  no 
means  (^according  to  my  way  of  thinking)  to  be 
overlooked  \  but  they  are  fuch  as  ougl^e  to  be  nrien- 
tioned,    as   a  reward  due  to  a  young  lady's  un- 
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"Bldji^ilifca  it^jAity  I  do  not  know  whether  1  ftiould 
add,' tlnit'Ks  father  is  very  rich.  When  I  confider  to 
wlk)n!l  I  iim  pointing  him  out  as  a  fon-in-law,  I  think 
ridies  ougdt  not  to  oe  mentioned ;  but  when  I  refleft 
^tipon  i3ic  prevailing  tuftoms  of  the  times,  and  par- 
tieularhr  *ii)[)on  the  laws  of  our  city,  by  which  men 
.ari^  V4lw^  to  the  Value  or  their  eftatcs, 

'6tttiiiily;'^ih'  Aat  view,  ridies  are  not  to  bb  otnittcd. 
Befid^,  w^eh  we  look  forward  to  a  numerous  pofte- 
t\ty,  arid  Afiittisoif  conlequences  of  marriage,  a  go6d[ 
fortune  is  'jk  ^Virv  necefiary  ing^^ent.  Perhaps  you 
idll  imagijie^l  nave  been  inoul^ng  my  partial  fond^^ 
Ws  fbr  A^iiVaHus,  and  have  ffarained  the  character 
licyond.thc'  bjiith  t  but,  I  give  you  my  word,  you 
^1  find'hcfcrfter,  that  every  thing  I  havci  faid,  will 
4dmit  bf  l&titUt  iifitiidi,  than  I  have  t^cn*  I  love 
the  yout^glr^  entirely,  and  he  deferves  my  afTe^jtion. 
But'  f^^  a  ^igious  part  of  that  love  is  not  to  over^ 
load  my  Maids  with  praifes.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Thore  could  not  be  a  ftronger  mark  of  confidence  Ihewn 
by  one  nuui  to  another,  than  by  Mauricus  to  Pliny,  in 
an  epiftle,  to  which  this  appears  to  be  the  anfwer.  Arule- 
Nus  RusTlcus,  who,  as  we  learn  by  the  fifth  cpifWe  of 
this  book,  fell  a  iacrifice  to  Regulus,  left  behind  him, 
recommended  to  the  care  and  suardianfhip  of  his  brother^ 
JxJTNius  MAtTRicu^,  an  only  daughter,  for  whom  her  un- 
cle, ^  vir  gravis^  prudens^  multts  experimentis  eruditur :  ^^  A 
•^  m^n  of  great  weight,  and  prudence,  and  of  much  expc- 
*'  rience,"  •  defires  Pliny  to  chufe  a  hulband. 

Match-makers  are  at  this  day  looked  upon  as  the  peft  of 
mankind ;  but  theur  difreputation  muil  have  been  occafioned 
by  the  wicke^nefe  of  mercenary  wretches,  who  try  to  chain 
two  people  together,  without  any  other  confideration,  than 
the  private  advantages,  that  may  accrue  to  themfelves.  Such 
match-makers  may  be  compared  to  certain  jockeys,  who, 
when  tfaey  bring  forth  an  horfe  to  fale,  have  an  art  cf  mak- 
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ing  him  apppJir  healthy,  ^^^9  i?nd  worth  purcba^g  1  bi^t 
die  buyer  freauently  finds  turn  the  titxt  ^^  yiciouS;^  head* 
ftrong,  or  pexhaps  half  eaten  lif!  widi  tJie  mc^*  Vet  what 
can  Se  in  itl^If  a  greater  inftknce  of  frf^fk^p^  or  a  more 
virtuous  intendon,  than  to  eiidtavour  to  imke'amsui  and  a 
woman  of  merit,  happy  in  each  ochjor  dnriog  their  livei  I 
l^tiNY  emVaces  the  emplpymc^  wiA  grefi$  fiUfiLcnMy  and 
zeal ;  and  hif  pls^fure  is  eiu:mgSfd  hf  the  4«^fi^ti(M%  afkl 
Mmired  a^cpmpliihments  iff  Acixi AKysw , w^fe  fortuqi^^ 
perfon,  and  .c|)ara£):er,  ieen>  lultqd  t9  the'educa|l^n  and  vie* 
tue  of  AkULENA.  -    ■     .  .^.;/    .:. 

When  a  marriage  is  compleated^  that  takes  rife  from  good 
fcnfe,  incriiiatibn,  and  equjltty  of  age,  di^fy,  and  fortUne, 
(dich  a  mactb  as  PtiNY  propofes  ik  lAift  epifUe,)  the  joy  If 
diffufed  tbroqgb  ^ery  branch  of  th^  ftoDilr  t:  the  p^ents, 
^  relatic^,  ^  friends^  tafte  thf  f^ee|  9$f&i^Qff  d^  h^kp* 
1^  union^  and  the  whole  licene  is  a  iepreiei^i|^i^  of  heayeo^ 
^  near  as  the  i|ate  of  npiprt^lity  can  come  uj^  to  It.  Butf 
when  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  other  fide  of  matrimony, 
towards  die  black,  the  melsicholy,  and 'die  texi)^>eiluou$ 
{>art  of  it,  die  obje^  are  too  hideous  to  be  looked  at  5  and 
the  fubje^  too  oUinal  to  be  delineated. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XV. 
Pliny  to  SEExixiusCtARus. 

-      *  • 

YO  U  are  a  fine  gcntknuan.  You  promife  te  come 
to  fupper,  and  never  come;  it  is  butjuftice, 
that  you  ffiould  ^pay  every  farthing  the  fupper  coll. 
An  expence,  that  you  will  finart  for.  Let  me  fee 
then ;  . 

There  were  fervcd  up  to  each  gueft  a  fingle  letdce, 
^  three  fnails,  two  eggs,  a  cake,  the  compo/ition  of 
which  was  honey,  wine,  and  fhow,  (I  mention  fiiow 
as  a  mofl  eflential  part  of  the  expence,  becaufc  it 
perifhes  in  the  dilh,  and  cannot  appear  again)  ^inda- 
lujian  olives,  gourds,  garlic,  ana  a  thoufand  other 
things,  equally  delicate.  T^hen  you  might  have;  heard 
the  players  ;  you  might  have  attended  to  a  lefliure ; 
or  you  mig^t  have  liftened  to  a  haip  %  or  indeed,  fuch 
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is  taf  gfijerofity,  yoik  i^i^t  have  had  stll  thelc  errt^fi 
ttfhmfifits  tc«A^^  But  you  (I  toi-get  at  whiif 
hotofe)  rtga^youriSlf  with  oiftersj  ragouts  of  pbri  ,^ 
aii^  foSflierii  and  faw  die  dancers  from  C^ita^,  in  pr4>' 
ference  to  ^at  I  could  o^r  you. 

Yptt- 6iuft  fuffer  for  this ;  I  cannot  yet  determifte 
ift  whte  mariner  :  hit  y^o  have  a6ted  eruelly :  ywi 
have  piifiilhed  hte  *,  f^*^ps  I  ftould  fay  too  muclii 
if  F  ^dde^,  y ofb  punifhcd  yourfelf  alfo  >  and  yet  I 
think  I  miy  aifirtt  it*  How  agreeably  had  we  paflcd 
our  tirne^  .^^etimel  in  diverlion,  Sometimes  .in 
laughtery  and  ^fometimes  in  iludy!  You  may  fu^ 
more  {plendidly  at  many  places^  but  no  where  with 
more  innodint  riftrthy  or  mortf  unguarded  fr^edart^. 
Upon  thewhole,  m^  Hk  e'^^periment ;  and  if  hert* 
aftei^  yoff  ^6  rib'f  cTitrfe  to  fup  with  m<*;  father'  thail 
with  ajty  b^iir  petfoii,  i  will  6x'cufe  you  for  ever* 
Adieu. 

O^SERVATIdi^St. 

The  Romana  had  three  meals  in  the  day.  The  firft  #afi 
iht  jentaculunty  or  breakfatf,  which  was  only  a  piece  of  bread 
dipped  in  pure  wine :  the  lecond  Was  the  prandiuftij  or  din- 
her,  which,  was  always  very  plain  and  moderate :  and  tha 
third  was  the^^z?;^,  or  Tupper;  this  was  the  chief,  ind  ge- 
nerally the  laft  meal,  and  was  never  begun  till  the  bufinefi 
and  fatigue  of  the  day  were  over.  There  were  indeed  fome- 
times  two  other  ni^ars  j  the  mrerida^  or  afterhoOn's  beaver^ 
and  the  comeffatio^  or  coHation  after  fupper:  the  firft  of 
which  was  rather  to  faticfy  hunger,  than  to  indulge  luxury  ; 
and  the  latter  was  merely  to  promote  riot,  drunkcnnefs,  and 
noife.  Suetonius,  in  hrsUfe  ofViTELLXtrs^has  this  ex* 
preffion:  Efulas  trifhriam  fempery  inter dum  quadrtfariam 
dijpirtiehat  \  in  jeniacula^  et  prandia^  et  ccenas^  commejfatiomf^ 
.  que  :  **  Vitelliu^  never  railed  to  make  three,  and  fomc- 
*^  times  four  meals  a  day  :  a  breakfaft^  a  dinner,  a  fupper, 
•"  and  after  that  a^revcUing  banquet." 

The  Romans  generally  fupped  about  three  o'clock  during 
fee  ^rting  and  autumn  feafons,  in  winter  about  two,  and  in 
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^r  heat  of  fummer  never  foon^r,  than  foui>>  The  fiipp^ 
confifted  of  three  courfes :  the  iirft  was  called  the  anUitena 
or  gujiaiio  j  in  which  were  fervedl  up  eggs,  cockles,  and  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  fliell-filh.  The  fecond  courfe  was  called 
ccena^  and  confifted  of  the  chbiceft  dainties,  amongft  which 
there  was  always  one  difli  fuperlativcly  good,  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  the  caput  cosna^  and  never  fuffered  to  go  away 
untafted,  The  third  courfe  was  the  defert,  oxHti^mnfaponKh- 
rum,  a  fervice  bf  apples,  and  various  forts  of  fruits. 

As  apples  were  brought  up  in  the  laft  courfe,  fo  were 
eggs  in  the  firft  5  from  whence  the  proverb,  ab  ovo  ufque  ad 
fftfila :  "  From  the  egg  to  the  apple.**  And  during  thie 
lime  of  fupper  the  gueftswere  entertained  with  feveral  aiver*^ 
fions,  pantomimes,  players,  muficians,  and  ibmetimes  gla- 
diators :  thofc,  who  were  more  ftudioufly  inclined,  had  cer- 
tain feleA  pieces  read  to  them  out  of  the  beft  ^authors ;  as 
appears  by  the  account  which  Pliny  gives  to  Seftitius 
ClaRUS  :  Audijfes  comcedos,  velleSiorem,  vel  lyntm^  vel  om- 
nes :  *'  You  might  have  liftened  to  the  comedians,  or  have 
^  heard  a  good  reader,  or  an  harper,  or  might  have  had  all 
^^  thefe  eic^cies  united:"  and  afterwards,  fuantum  nos  lu^ 
Jiffimus^  rijtjfemusj  et  Jiuduiffimus :  **  What  paftime,  what 
"  laughter,  or  what  ftudy  might  we  not  have  enjoyed  !** 

The  feaft  df  Trimalchio  by  Petronius,  and  a  diar 
logue  in  Lucian  called  Syntpofiumy  or  the  Lapitha^.tic^un 
the  Roman  fuppers,  when  carried  beyond  the  rules  of  fp- 
briety,  with  infinite  wit  and  humour.  The  feaft  of  Nasi- 
DiENUs,  in  the  eighth  fatire  of  the  fecond  book  of  Horace, 
mentions  the  manner  of  wiping  down  the  table  ; 

Puer  alte  ctnffus  acertiam 
Gaufape  purpurea  tnenfam  perterjit  5  et  alter 
Sub  legit  quodcunque  jaceret  inutiUj  quodqu$ 

Poffit  coenantes  offendere* 

» 

•'  The  ready  boy  (attendant  at  our  feaft 
**  With  purple  napkin)  clean,  and  tightly  dreft, 
*<  Wipes  down  the  table,  and  another  thert 
**  Officious  comes,  each  ufelefs  thing  to  Clear  ; 
'^  Careful,  that  nought  behind  fhould  ever  ftay, 
«'  Which  any  of  the  guefts  might  wiih  away. 
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And  diough  tableclodis  were  not  in  faShidn^  yet,  as  appears 
hf  the  fiunt.fetire,  every  mail  had  his  napkin : 

►    ;  Varius  nja^4  compefcere  rifum    , 

yix  foter/ft : 

SJ  .       r       ■  .:> .  .      .  .      I  •.     '    .  •      .  .    - 

,:•:,.;:    '^  ••  ■■    1  .        ... 

J^      .**  VARius  from  laughii^  fcarcely  CQuId, refrain, 
•^  Biit  put  the  napkin  to  ms  mouth  in  vain.*' 

As  a  farther  infiance  of  cleanlinels,  a  vefiis  tcematorta^  or 
fupper  garment,  was  put  on  whenever  the  Romans  lay 
down  to.  table;  .and  accoixUng  to  Silius  Italicus,  the 
Gods  wer^  conftantly  addreiled  in  prayer ; 

Nicfrlmautepulas^  aut  munera  grata  Lyaiy 
Fas  cmqmm  tetigijpi  fuit^  quam  multa  pr£mtus 
In  men/dm : 

^*  Nor  touched  the  meat,  nortafted  was  the  wine, 
<<  Till  cvVy  gueft  implor'd  the  pow'rs  divine." 

Thkr  was  the  conduft  of  a  Roman  entertainment,  when 
managed  with  decency,  elegance,  and  order  y  and  for  any 
other,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  Pliny,  whofc  manners  and 
morals  were  too  delicate  to  admit  of  riot  and  intemperance. 

EPISTLE    XVI. 

* 

Pliny  to  Sextus  Erucius  Clarus. 

I  Have  long  been  an  admirer  of  Pompeius  Satur- 
NiNus,  whom  I  may  diftinguilh  by  the  title  of 
our  particular  friend.  I  extolled  his  genius,  even  be- 
fore I  knew,  how  luxuriant,  how  manageable,  and 
how  extenlive  that  genius  was :  but  now  1  am  wholly 
c^tivatcd  by  him,  and  he  has  full  pofleflion  of  me. 

I  have  often  heard  him  plead  with  great  carneft- 
nefi,  and  energy,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  great  po^ 
litenefs,    and   elegance;    and  whether  his  fpeeches 
ware  premeditated  or  not,  they  were  equally  excellent, 
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Hi3  refkxions  were  always  nghdf  adapted  and  nu« 
rnerous ;  his  flyl.e  was  weighty  and  graceful,  and  his 
words  were  fonorous  and  fterling. 

All  thcfe  things  "pleafe  cxtreamly,  wh«  you  hear 
them  delivered  with  a  remarkable  vehem'c*icc  and 
fire  J  they  pkafe  too  even  without  thoj«  advantages. 
You  will  perceive  this  as  well  as  I,  whpfl  J^ou  .take 
up  any  of  his  fpeeches  to  read ;  and  yoct'will  allow 
Jjim  comparable  to  fome  of  the  antients,  whom  he 
emulates.  Look  upon  him  m  another  light,  as  aa 
feiftorian,  51^  his  will  anfwer  your  expeftations  ftiU 
more.  His  .narrations  arc  conc^,  perfoicuous,  de- 
lightful, bright,  and  even  fublime.  His  hiftorical 
ibecches  have  the  feme  Ipirit  with  his  orafions  i  only 
tney  are  more  nervous,  more  ciofe,  and  rpofc  con- 
traded. 

.  Add  to  this,  that  his  verfes  are  equal  to  the  poe» 
try  of  CATui,i,us  or  Cai^vus.  Wit>  fweetaels,  fa- 
tire,  love,  are  mingled  in  every  line ;  his  vcrfes  are 
generally  light  and  eafy,  but  fo^times  haHh"  aad  un- 
gpUfliQd,  gji4  this  too  in  imitation  of  CATutuus  and 

tALVUS. 

He  lately  read  to  me  fome  letters,  which  he  faid 
were  written  by  his  wife,  I  proteft,  I  thought  he 
had  been  reading  Plautus  or  Terence  in  profe : 
and  wjiether  the  letters  were  his  wife's,  which  he  af- 
firms, or  whether  they  were  his  own,  which  he  de- 
nies, certainly  he  deferves  an  equal  fhare  of  glory, 
either  in  having  compofcd  them  himfclf,  or  in  makr 
jijg  a  lady,  yoiing  and-  unexpa^icnced  when  he  mar-^ 
j^ied  her,  fa  learned  ajod  polita 

1  have  him  before  me  alj:  the  day- ;  I  p«;ufe,  him 
^fore  I  wTJte.;  Iiperufe  him- after  t  have,  written ;  1 
pccufe  him  when  1  would  unbeiid.  my^  m*nd^  and- he 
is.ftill  the  fame,  and  ftill  new;  I  entreat  and  advife 
you  to  follow  my  example;  and  let  rt  not  be  an,  ob-f 
jiedion  to  his  works,  thai  the  author  himielf  i§  alive. 
If  h^  ^^  fiovuiihecl  ^mopgft  (hofc  authors^  whom-  wo 
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have  never  kthi  ^  fhduld  hot  only  enquire  after  his 
books,  but  \9t  ihould  fearch  out  for  Aatues  and  pic- 
tures of  him.  And  fliall  the  honour  and  happincfs 
we  enjoy  by  having  him  amongft  us,  grow-languid 
for  that  vtry^realbil  ?  Surely  it  is  an  erroneous  and  an 
ill^-naturod  way  of  thiftking,*  not  to  admire  a  man, 
who  is- WW*Ay  of  aidmiration,  bccaufe  we  can  fee  him, 
fpcdSt  to  hkn,  hear  him  and  embrace  him  ;  and  be- 
caufe  we  have  not  only  an  opportunity  of  praifing  his 
works,  but  loving  his  perfon.     Farewell*. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

AUhough  PtlN Y  tbfou^oiit  all  his  epiftles  difplays  an  ele- 

Snce,  that  charms  and  improves  us  at  the  fame  time  -,  yet 
e  charafters  drawn  by  him  of  his  friends  are  generally  his 
moft  accompliihed  pieces.  Pompeius  Saturnin'us  was 
the  pierfon,  to  whom  he  addrefles  his  eighth  epiftle  of  thi^ 
bookt  By  the  purport  of  that  letter,  he  fhews  the  confi- 
dlenc^ .  which  he  repofed  in  the  judgement,  and  integrity  of 
Sati^rniM'Us  :  And,  by  the  chara6ter  of  the  fame  pofori 
i^  this  letter,  he  tacidy  gives  the  reafons  of  that  confidence. 
He  tells  us,  that  Saturninus  was  eminent  as  a  lawyer^ 
an  hiftorian,  and  a  poet :  in  pleading  caufes  he  was  at  oncd 
earneft  in  die  defence  of  his  clients,  and  polite  in  the  treat- 
ment of  his  adverfaries ;  a  generous  enemy,  and  a  determin- 
ed friend.  As  an  hiftorian,  he  was  particularly  nervous  in 
his  ftile,  and  perfpicuous'  in  his  narrations  :  in  his  poetry, 
tik^  Calvus  and  Catullus,  he  deak  equally  in  fatire  and 
in  love.  The  poems  of  C.  Licinius  Calvus  are  irreco- 
verably loft:  he  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Catullus; 
be  has  been  mentioned  by  Pliny  in  the  fecondepiftie  of 
this  book,  a^  an  orator,  whom  he  admired  and  chofe  to  irtii- 
tate.  In  this  epiftle  he  is  confidcred  as  a  poet.  The  name' 
of  his  miftrefs  is  recorded  by  Propertius,  and  Catul- 
lus :  The  following  lines  point  out  the  afflidioa  of  Cai.** 
Ws  at  her  death  :  : 

5/  quicquam  mutts  gratum  acceptunwe  fepukhris  ,  -s 

Accidere  a  nojiroj  Calve,  dolor e pt eft ^ 

Cum  dejiderh  veteres  revocamus  amores^ 
Jtqui  oUm  amjfas  JUmus  amicitiasy 

I  ij.  Cerie^ 
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.  .    Cirtey  non  tanto  mors  immatura  dolor i  ejt   • 

QuiNCTjLiiE,  quantum  gaudet  amor$  iuo"* 

*'  If  filcnt  fcpulchres,  my  Calvus,  know 
**  Oar  real  forrows,  iihd  Accept  our  Wo^* 
^'  When  with  our  tears  our  friencUhips  we  purfue, 
^  /'  And  former  loves  in  fpite  of  de^th  rqtipWi  ;  i 

"  QuiNCTiLiA  pleas'd  fubmits  to  fate'^  dcc^e^ .        r 
**  Nor  mourns  her  ^arly  de^th,  when  wept,  by  thee, 

The  fatirical  vein  of  Calvus  is  fald  to  have  beeri  exerted 
in  the  caufe  erf  liberty  againft  Pompey  and  C^sar  ;  the  : 
latter  of  whom  was  fatirized  with  equal  fevcrity  by  Catul»« 
xus.  The  behaviour  of  Cjbsar  upon  that  occafu>n  is 
much  to  his  honour :  He  fiknced  the  poet  by  kindnefs,  and 
drew  him  to  his  friendfliip  by  humanity.  But  his  behaviour 
to  Calvvs  is  unknown. 

Legit  mihi  nuper  epiftolas^  quas  uxoris  effe  dicebat  :  Plau- 
TlXM  vel  Terentium  metro  folutum  legt  credidi^  &c«  ^ 
♦'  when  he  read  to  me  the  other  day  fome  letters,  written, 
*<  ^  he  aflured  me,  by  his  wife,  I  could  not  help  thinking, 
^?  fron^  the  delicacy  of  the  ftile,  and  the  peculiar  turn  in 
the  pbrafes,  that  they  had  been  compofed  by  Plautus  or 
Terence  :  but  fuppofmg  them  written  by  his  wife,  as 
*'  he  affirms,  and  not  by  himfelf,  as  I  fufpeft,  yet  his  me-? 
^^  rit  is  fo  far  from  being  leflened  by  her  accompliftimcnts, 
*' that  it  is  rather  heightened  by  the  improvements  (he  ap- 
f «  pears  to  have  received  fince  their  marriage  :  Improvements^ 
*'  that  muft  have  been  derived  from  his  tuition.*'  The 
wife  of  SATURNiNUs^was  particularly  fortunate  in  fuch  « 
buft>and ;  he  was  her  preceptor,  her  guide,  her  lover,  and 
her  friend.  .  His  precepts  were  delivered  in  the  fondnefe  of 
his  heart,  and  his  leflbns  diftated  in  the  warmth  and  tender- 
ijefs  of  affediion.  He  endeavoured  to  improve  her  under- 
ftanding,  and  to  cultivate  and  bring  forward  the  blooming 
beauties  of  her  mind.  Providence  has  originally  given  the 
fame  degree  of  perception  to  one  fex,  as  to  the  other  :  the 
^-fbiue  of  education  muft  ripen  and  produce  the  fruit. 

*  Catul.  C^rm.  xciv. 
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Pliny  /o  GciRNEt iVs  Titiaicus. 

VIRT'UE  and  afts  of  friendlhip  arc  ^t  yet 
extihd:  among  ndankind  i  there  are  tho^  who 
Ihcw  therfifelvcs  friends  even  to  the  dead,  Titinius 
Capito  has  o|)taii;ied  the  requeft  he  made  t0;Qur  em- 
peror, that  he  might  be  permitted  to  |^ce  in  ihc 
forum  a  flati^e  of  L.  Syllanus.  It  is  noUe^  atljl 
worthy  of  the  highcft  aj^laufe,  to  makeuie,of  ^ 
emperor's  fricndthip  to  fuch  purpofes,  and  to  employ 
our  ftiar^  of  the  royal  favour  in  gaining  honours  for 
other  men.  It  has  been  the  conl&nt  praiftice  of  Ca- 
pito to  revere  the  moft  diftinguifhed  and  brillifuit 
charaftcrs  of  every  ^  ;  and  you  would  wondeift^ 
foe  with  what  great  exadnefs,  and  with  what  reli^oua 
refped,  he  has  placed  in  all  the  convenient  parts',  of 
his  hojLife  the  ftatues  of  the'  Bruti,  the  Cassit,  and 
?he  Cato's  -,  each  of  whom  he  has  celebrated -in  an 
excellent  poem  containing  the  chief  adlions  of  their 
lives.  You  may  be  certain,  that  he,  who  loves  virtue 
fo  much  in  others,  abounds  with  it  himfelf :  and  by 
that  immortality,  which  Capito  has  given  to  Lucius 
Syllanus,  he  has  fecufed  his  own  :  for  it  is  not  left 
honourable  to  place  the  ftatue  of  another  man  in  the 
Roman  forum^  than  to  have  our  own  eredted  there* 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

All  honours  beftowed  upon  the  dead,  and  all  marks  of 
tendernefs  fliewn  to  the  memory  of  deceafed  friends,  arc 
ftrong  inftances  of  a  moft  lafting  difinterefted  affedion.  It 
is  obiervable  from  this  epiftle,  that  Titinius  Capito  did 
not  confine  his  affeftions  within  the  narrow  limits  of  his 
familiar  acquaintance*  or  his  immediate  relations  ;  but  e?c«- 
tended  his  regards  to  all  thofe,  who  had  in  any  age  didin- 

i.  -■    '  guiibed 
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>Eacb  tender  breaft  htrvirtvit  imA  rewer€^ 
And  cvtry  wife  and  iifter  drop  a  tear. 

And  now  the  emperor  having  gained  a  decree  from  the 
fenate,  that  an  uncle  might  marry  a  niece^  he  pubiickly  fo- 
lemnized  his  efpoufals  with  the  fanguinary  and  relentlefs 
Agrippina,  daughter  of  his  own  brother  Germanicus. 
Upon  the  emperors  wedding  day  L.  Syli^anus  killed  him^ 
f€^f.  Xhu$  fell  the  fon  a  facrifice  to  the  ambitious  views  of 
Agrippika>  as  his  ftther  Appius  had  fallen  to  the  libidi-* 
i^ous  paffibns  of  Messalina  i  .  upon  which  Tacitu$ 
makes  ^remark  to  this  purpofe  j  *^  ^  The  city  of  Rome  was 
**  now  differently  cnflaved^  from  what  it  had  been.  It  w^ 
^  heretofore  a  prey  to  the  wanton  debaucheries  of  Mess  a- 
<«  linA,  but  now  to  the  pride  and  haughtinefs  of  AcRiPr 
*^  pina,  who,  though  a  woman,  wns  refolyed  -to  govern 
**  with  all  the  tyranny  of  a  man*" 

When  we  confider  this  melancholy  part  of  the  Roman 
hiftory,  and  look  back  upon  all  the  particulars  mentioned  im 
this  epiftle  of  Pliny,  it  is  difficult  to  deteimine,  whether 
it  reflets  greater  honour  upon  Trajan,  iii  permitting  the 
ftatue'of  Syllanus  to  be  put  up  at  Ronu^  ox  upon  Ti- 
TTiNius  Capito  in  pbcing  it  there. 

y  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  12.  c.7: 

EPISTLE     XVIII. 
Pl  in  y/oSuetoni  us  Tr  an  qjjillus. 

YO  U  fend  mt  word  you  have  been  frightened  by 
a  dream,  which  gives  you  great  uncafinefs,  as 
you  think  it  an  ill  omen  in  your  law-fuit,.  You 
defire  me  to  afk  favour  of  the  court,  that  it  may 
be  put  off,  only  for  fome  few  days :  it  will  certainly 
be  difficult  to  obtain  the  latter  part  of  your  requcft ; 
however  I  will  try ; 

"  For  dreams  dcfcend  from  Jove  *. 

»  Popp's  Hom^,  Iliad  i,  f.  85. 
.  ,  '  But 
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But  it  is  worth  whiic  to  coofidcT)  whether  you  are 
not  ufed  to  dream- by  contraries. '  A  dream  of  mine, 
which,  upon  this  occafion,  occurs  to  my  remepi- 
toance/;  might  encourage' ']^  expeo:  fuccdlsii 

where  you  moft  fear  a  drfeat, .  I. was. engaged  in  ai 
caufe  tot  Julius  Pastor,  when  1  dreamt  that  my 
mother-in-law  ^pearect  kneeling  to  me,  and  entreated 
me  not  ta  plead.  I  was  at  that  time  a  very  young  ' 
lawyer^  I  was  to  plead  in  four  difierent  courts,  and  I 
was  ei^aged  not  only  againft  the  mod  powerfiil  meii 
in  the  rate,  but  even  againft  fome  of  the  cmper0r*$ 
thief  faV6tirite$ :  any  one  circumftance  pf  which, 
afker  fudi  a  dilmal  dream,  was  enough  to  ftartk  me 
&om  my  purpple:  but  I  went  on,  reaibning  in  the 
words  of  the  poet, 

*<  Within*  a' fign  his  (word  the  brave  man  draws, 
"  And  afks  no  omen  but  his  country's  catife  ■•'*  ] 

#  i    • 

My  onintry,  and,  if  any  motive  could  bc  .dearer 
than  my  country,  the  truft  repofed  in  me,  urged  mc 
on.  But  I  fucceeded  to  the  roll  extent  of  my  wiflies ; 
and  the  pleading  of  that  day  attraAed  to  me  the 
attention  of  the  people,  and  opened  the  gates  of 
fame.  You  will  ccnfider  from  hence,  whemer  you 
may  not  look  upon  your  dream,  rather  as  a  good, 
than  an  evil  omen.  But,  if  you  are  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  old  cautious  maxim,  '^  Never 
**  to  do  any  thing  with  a  doubting  heart,'*  tell  me 
fo,  and  I  will  find  out  fome  turn  or  other,  that  your 
caufe  may  not  be  brought  on  but  when  you  pleafe* 
For  my  fituation  was  very  different  froni  yours. 
The  court  of  centumvirs  muft  neceflarily  fit  •,  but 
the  court,  where  your  caufe  is  to  be  tried,  ihaybe 
adjourned,  though  not  without  difficulty.  Farewell. 


»  Fopk's  Hom^T,  Iliad  12;  j^.  283. 
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It  15  no  woiwfer  that  a  man^  wbo  has  a  kw-iisk  ima 
Bis  hands,  fhoiild  be  mpTefted  bj  evil  ofBeBSn  and  hauhtcaby 
fri^ful  dreams :  the  uncertainties  add  fears,  whidi  e^cuiu- 
ker  a  mind*  thf»  fitisated,  mull  fummbnf  i^  nunJerbusi  via^ 
poufs,  ^d  v^aiious  chlma^rks,  Aal  iii  a  |^re  caM  Ifr^  left 
mxioiis  fbte,  cobU  never  ariie  even  ii  a  dl-eSucr  ^  ind  wbeil 
W^  confider  the  peurticttlar  cbaraAer  of  StfrrdNnr^^  to 
whom  dus  epiftle  i»  writte%  we  fliaU  be  the  left  fiMfvifed  to 
Sod  hio^  alarmed  by  gbofts,  and  tertified  by  gobUoff^  Heis 
:in  author^,  who  deals  much  in  th^t  kind  of  (up^rffitioiv  and 
never  funers  one  of  iiis  twelve  emperors  to  die,  witbout 
Batf  a  dozen  prpdiries  going  befoie  hi^i. 
'  YiAik^j  we  find,  was  not  fo  ealily  feared  &y  apptf  itions  ; 
he  paid  little  or  no  refpeft  to  his  mother-ili-law^  dl6tf^  file 
appeared  kneeling  at  his  feet :  he  purfued  his  firft  defign,  and 
exerted  himlelf  in  a  caufe  before  the  cintumuirii  M  fudi  a 
manner,  as  greatly  encreafed  that  growing  reputation^  of 
which  the  obfenrance  of  his  dream  mufi  have  deprived  him. 

The  number  of  the  ^/;z/i<;in'/V^  although  they  retained 
fheir  name,  was  at  tfais^  time  ehcr^ed  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty;  they" were  divided  by  Trajan  into,  four  different 
courts  or  chambers,  [fuadrupGd  juScIb]  eaeh-  confifting  of 
fortv  five  Judges.  They  were  xaagiftrates  chofen  to  decide 
the  law-fuits,  that  might  arife  amon^  the  people :  theii  judge- 
ments yrere  called  centumuiralia  jtmaoy  and  they  were  the 
laft  and  higjiieid  court  of  juftice,  to  whicn  there  was  any 
appeal* 


EPISTLE     XIX. 

PtINY    to   ROMANUS   FlJlMtrS- 

•  « 

THE  fame  town  gave  iis  birth,  the  fame  fchool 
bred  us  up,  and  the  fame  chamber  held  us  in 
the  earlieft  dawnings  of  our  life.  Your  father  had  a 
ftrift  fricndfhip  for  my  mother,  for  my  uncle  Pliny^ 
and  even  for  me,  as  far  as  the  difference  of  our  years 

would 
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yrpuld  permit.  Theft  are  gRcat  and  juft  reafom^  w^ 
yo\ir  promotipn  ovght  p  \uf  noqt  my  hear(,  ]E^ 
your  being  already  ^^m^AT,  it  plainly  appears^  ibti 
your  pre&nt  fortune  amounts  to  an  hundnod  thxnifafid 
heroes  ^:  but  we  muft  notletvou  ftop«h^^  VK( 
ft^tift  alfo  <6njo^  the  pkaHjre  <Jf  feeing  ygud  K0mai(| 
*  '  \t :  and  therefoiie  I  fend  y<ai  three  nun4red'  tbo^* 
fltefces «,  th^HC  you  may  \k,  immcdi^y  aua|- 
^^  ,jt:  that  pi;^r.  The  loi^  conti»uapC€|  w  qw 
ftiemiibip  aiifwer$  and  fiwcM»  your  aisknowledg^ 
ments  on  this  occafion.  If  I  did  noe  know  you,:! 
would  remind  you  of  what  I  am  fure  you  will  do 
without  any  hmt.  You  will  be  a6  little  elated  with 
the  new  dignity,  which  I  have  procured  for  you,  as 
poICble>  and  wiU  coniider,  that  a  charaftei  is  to  be 
kept  up  with  the  niceft  circumlpedtion,  when  a  man 

is  to  rei^q^  r^Mtatipn  and  honwr  upon  tho^  inm^ 

whp  promptQ^  him.    Farewells 

» 

OBSERVATIONS. 

IiVthls  letter  methiaks  FlinV  feems  to  h^ve  ful01ed  t^ 
wife  and  generoosj  precept  of  SdLOMdN  to  his  fon^  *th1tie 
own  fiien^  and  thy  father^ s  friend  forfake  not.  As  it  b 
very  eertajn,  ^t  Ifhie  hottian  f6ul  is  not  capable  of  any 
greater  pef&£lk)nv  or  any  nearer  apppoach  to  .Oie  divine  at- 
tributes, than  in  4^  of  friendfhip  ;  fo  \%  it  full  as  oertaio^ 
tli^t  i|i  &iendtbig  itfill^  there  can  be  no  ftronger  inftaiice  of 
£jif:erity,  no  plainer  proof  of  afiedion,  than  where;  a  nwt 
p^rts  volufit^iiy  and  uqaflced,  as  in  this  epii^le^  with  a  large 
fum  of  money  t©  ftipply  the  \yrants,  or  to  raife  the  fortune 
©f  his  frrend.  Riches  of  the  mind  are  frequently  beiftowcd, 
with'  great  genert^ity  and  proftrfion^  on  thofi?-  coaiipanions, 
whom  we  hold  neareft  our  heart :  our  choiceft  thoughts  are 
brought  forth  and  laid  before  them,  with  a  liberality^  thait 
irequi^e^  i>q  oth^  ki^nd  of  refliitutioii,  ^iv  a  ^fnaU  i^f^  of 

*  Centum  millium  cenfum :  iequal  to  807  /.   5  /.    10  <^.  \ 

*  ^7recertfa  millta  nummum :  equal  to  2421  /.  17  J.  6^^.' 

•  *  Proverbi  xxvii,  10- 
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xtpadbococc  or  2ppaLVac»  But  nie  fiorei  of  rartmc  mtc  hoc 
fo  cafiljF  parted  with;  cbqr  are  not  fo indifcreedj  g^m a- 
imr,  or,  if  tbcjr  are  pfxidaced,  if  thejr  are  itiity  it  is  not 
ooir  wLdb  cantioa  and  CQafidendoa,  but  m^  an  attcndaooe 
of  Dondfy  jaigjsmtatif  interpfty  and  fccuritk»f  tbat  difiaovcr 
Tcqr  diffavnt  motives  fiom  frioidflii^  Biic,1«c  bave  alrea^ 
&en  iiadi  a  bounteous  diipofidon  in  our  koAor^  and  (hal^ 
in  die  courfe  of  thde  etuUes,  meet  widi  lb  oataj  inftahcet 


of  generontjTy  flowing  ftom  the  uicxhauthHe  Iprings  of  his 
natural  benevolence,  ibat^  wfiatever  003^  Ifavie  been  die 
piaAioe  among  odier  men,  Vliuy  can  nevtr  be  fid^eflcd  of 
mcannris  or  avarice. 

EPISTLE    XX. 
Pliny  to  Cornelius  TACiTut. 

THERE  is  a  friend  of  mine,  a  man  of  know- 
ledge and  erudition,  with  whom  I  haTC  fre- 
quendy  a  difpute,  concerning  a  certain  brevity,  which 
he  thinks  the  chief  excellence  in  pleadhig  caufes.  I 
confels^  this  qualification  ou^t  to  be  prefenrcd, 
where  the  nature  of  the  caufe  will  permit,  and  where 
the  merits  of  it  can  be  brought  into  litde  room  : 
But,  otherwife  it  is  a  downright  fraud  upon  the  client, 
cither  to  omit  any  necef&ry  matter,  or  lightly  and 
curforiiy  to  run  over  thofc  circuniftances,  which 
ou^t  to  be  repeated,  inculcated,  and  imprinted* 
For  in  moft  caufes,  the  larger  fcope  you  take,  the 
greater  weight  and  force  will  attend  your  pleadings  : 
and  as  the  continuance  of  the  blow  contrfeutcs  equaDy 
with  its  quicknefs,  in  making  deep  wounds  on  the 
body,  exactly  thus  is  it  with  imprdlions  made  upon 
the  mind. 

This  ojrinion  my  friend  attacks  with  authorities 
from  the  antients.  Among  the  Grecians  he  urges  the 
oradons  of  Lysias  :  amortg  our  own  countrymen, 
thofe  of  the  Gracchi  and  Cato  5  many  of  which 
are  Ihott  and  concife.  - 

^      On 
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^ .,  On  the  other  hand,  I  oppofe  Demosthenes,  M^ 
SCHINES,  HvpERiDEs,  and  many  others  to  Lysias. 
1  oppofe  PoLLio,  C^SAR,  and  CiELius,  to  the 
Gracchi  and  Cato  :  but  my  chief  example  }s  Mar- 
cus CioERp,  whofe  longeft  oration  is  allowol  to,  be 
the  beft  :  and  believe  me,  a  good  book,  like  other 
j^Hx)  things,  is  the  better  in  proportion  as  it  is  larger. 
*1tou  perceive,  that  in  ftatues,  fculptures,  piftures, 
aind  other  various  reprefentations  of  men,  animals, 
and  trees,  if  they  are  valuable,  their  value  encreafcs 
with  their  fize  :  and  orations  fhould  be  mcafured  by 
the  fame  rule.  Befides,  bulky  volumes  make  a  hana-^ 
fomer  appearance,  and  carry  with  them  a  kind  pf 
indifputable  authority. 

My  friend,  who  has  a  particular  art  of  Aiding  a- 
way  infenfibly  out  of  reach  in  a  difpute,  evades  this 
argument,  and .  every  thing  elfe  of  the  kind,  by  at 
ferting,  .  that  thpfc  orators  I  quoted,  to  fupport  me, 
did,  in  trutby  make  fhorter  Ipeeches  than  they  have 
^ubliihed.  I  am  of  another  opinion,  and  can  de-* 
Tend  it  by  a  greater  number  of  examples.  Let  me 
Angle  out  TuLLY  in  defence  of  Murena  and  Va*- 
REN  us  ;  in  both  which  orations,  he  mentioned  fe- 
veral  heads  of  crimes,  imputed  to  his  clients,  un- 
noticed in  his  defence,  and  to  be  found  only  in  the 
.titles  of  thofe  orations.  From  whence  it  appears, 
that  he  certainly .  fpoke  a  great  deal  more  th^n  he 
^blifhed.  in  his  defence  of  Cluentius,  he  tells 
us,  that,  according  to  the  antient  conftitution,  he 
.went  through  the  whole  proceedings  without  a  co^ 
;adjutor  j  and,  in  his  fpeech  for  Cornelius,  he  af- 
,firms  he  was  four  days  in  his  pleadings.  So  that  we 
have  no  room  to  doubt,  that  thofe  orations,  which 
jco&r  fo  much  time  in  the  repetition,  extended  then 
^uch  farther,  than  they  now  reach^  crouded  as  they 
are  into  one  book  ;  which,  although  large,  could 
'jHever  have  contairxad  them,  unlefs  he  had  prune(J  and 
lopt  off  many  of  the  branches. 
V  VouL  K  But 
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But  extempore  pleadings,  and  ftudied  written  bra* 
tions,  arc  two  very  different  things.  Well,  I  know 
there  are  people  of  this  opinion  :  yet,  for  my  part, 
I  am  fully  convinced,  perhaps  erroneoufly,  that  diere 
is  no  other  real  difference  between  them  than  this. 
A  pleading  may  be  very  good,  when  pronounced; 
which  would  not  appe^  a  good  (beech,  when  com- 
mitted to  p^iper  :  but  it  is  impofTible,  that  a  focccH, 
which  ftands  the  tell  of  writing  and  reading,  mould 
not  bear  the  telt  of  Ipeaking  and  hearing ;  for  die 
formed  fbeech  is  indeed  the  ground- work  and  model 
of  the  pleading,  and  thererore  in  our  beft  orations, 
fuch  I  mean  as  were  never  fpoken,  but  only  pub- 
liflied,  we  find  a  thoufand  extempore  figures,  which 
could  have  no  place  naturally  and  properly,  but  in 
real  pleadings.  For  example,  in  that  oration  againft 
Verres  •,  Did  you  name  a  workman  complete  in  every 
art  ?  Who  is  be  ?  thanks  to  your  binty  I  now  recolkSi 
him.  PoLYCLETUs  is  the  man.  Hence  it  follows; 
that  every  pleading  mufl  be  more  or  le6  perfeft,  in 
proportion  to  the  likenefs  it  bears  to  the  formed  ora*- 
tion ;  I  mean  every  pleading,  to  the  delivery  of  which 
a  fufficient  time  has  been  allowed  :  for  certainly, 
where  an  orator  is  confined  within  too  narrow  limits, 
the  judges,  not  the  fccaker,  are  to  blanie.  Our  very- 
laws  and  cu^oms  favour  my  opinion,  which  are  la 
far  from  infHling  upon  brevity,  that  they  indulge 
peat  copioufhefs,  that  is  great  exai9tnels,  in  plead- 
ings, which  is  inconfifbent  widi  brevity,  unlels  in  the 
(horteft  and  plaineft  caufes.  Let  me  add  what  expe- 
rience, that  mailer  of  undoubted  authority,  hais 
taug]ht  me.  I  have  gone  dirough  die  firireral  offices 
of  a  pleader,  a  Judge,  and  a  counlHlor  j  and  I  have 
obferved,  that  fome  are  aftuated  by  one  realbn,  Ibmc 
hy  another,  and  that  often  Ac  minuteft  circumftances 
draw  on  the  moft  important  confequcnces.  The 
judgements  of  men  are  different}  theu:  inclinations 
are  various.     This  renders  their  -  opinions  lb  very 

widely 
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widely  diftant  upon  the  fame  caufe  5  or^  if  they  agree,- 
even  their  agreement  is  founded  on  oppofite  mo- 
tives. Befides,  every  one  favour^  his  own  turn  of 
thought,  and  embraces  that  as  the  ilrongeil  reafon^ 
whicha  when  given  by  another,  tallied  with  what  he 
had  before  determined  within  himfelf.  You  mull: 
take  care  therefore  to  throw  among  your  hearers  ^ 
varietY  of  arguments,  that  every  man  may  catch 
fbmetning,  which  he  looks  upon  and  feels  as  his 
own. 

Regulus  iaid  to  me  one  day,  when  We  were  cnf 
gaged  on  the  feme  fick,  Tou  fancy  ^  that  every  Jinglf 
circumftance  in  a  caufe  muft  be  fully  difcujfed  and  ex' 
baufied  r  my  method  is  to  lay  my  Jirefs  upon  the  principal 
points  and  by  fixing  at  once  on  my  adverfarfs  throaty  t 
flrangk  him  in  a  moment.  It  is  very  true,  Regulus 
always  prejBes  that  point  home,  upon  which  he  fixes; 
but  then  he  is  often  wrong  in  his  choice.  Therefore 
my  anfwer  to  him  was.  You  feize  upon  the  throaty  as 
you  imagine ;  but  perhaps  at  lajl  it  proves  only  the  knee^ 
the  leg,  of  the  ankle.  Now  /,  who,  iofay  truths  have 
not  Jkill  enough  to  come  at  the  throat  dire5lly,  aim  at 
eveiy  place,  fry  every  part,  and  leave  no  ftone  unturned.  ' 
I  take  th^  fame  method  in  pleading,  as  in  agriculture^ 
I  ndt  (Hdy  cultivate  my  vines,  but  I  take  care  of  «jy 
trees  5  and  not  of  them  onfy,  but  of  nry  fields :  jin^ 
as  in  thofe  fields  fdo  not  confine  my f elf  to  fow  one  par;- 
Hcuhr  fort  0f  finer  whi(kt  or  corn,  but  every  kind  of 
fulfe  and  gfMi  whatever  \  foin  my  fpeeches,  I  croud  iH 
every  drgtment,  and  firew  them  as  thick  as  I  can,  that 
I  may  befure  to  gatlper  in  fome  fiucefsftd  crop  *,  forfea- 
fkns  are  net  more  uncertain  and  clouded,  nor  foils  more 
precariHis^  than  the  tempers  and  determinati0s  of  e^r 

- 1  •cannot  upon  this  occalion  avoid  recollefting  the 
cn^OfDiiim  u^cm  that  finilhed  orator  Psricles,  by 
EvpOLis  the  comic  poet : 

)  K?'  Softeft 
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Softeft  perfuafion  fat  upon  his  tongue. 
And  on  his  lips  engaging  fweetnefs  hung  j 
Yet  with  a  ftrength  that  fix'd  upon  the  mind. 
That  forced  its  way,  and  left  its  fting  behind. 

But  this  perfuafive  eloquence,  and  this  engaging  fweet- 
nefs of  Pericles  himfelf,  could  never  have  triumph- 
ed thus,  either  by  the  brevity  or  velocity  of  it,  (which 
are  two  very  different  things)  or  by  the  help  of  both 
together,  without  the  greateft  abilities  ;  for  it  is  cer- 
tain, that,  when  an  audience  is  to  be  at  once  per- 
fuaded  and  delighted,  a  copioufnefs  of  matter,  and  a 
proper  fpace  of  time^  are  neceflary  to  produce  it. 
For  the  fting,  which  ought  to  remain  behind,  not 
only  requires  a  fpeedv  thruft  to  make  it  enter,  but  a 
continu^  force,  to  (ink  it  deep  into  the  minds  of  the 
hearet^;  To  tWs  may  be  added,  what  another  comic 
poet  •  fays  of  the  fame  Pericles, 

He  lighten*d,  thundered,  and  confounded  Greece. 

Here  you  fee  his  Ipecches  were  not  lopped  fliort, 
and  maimed,  but  difiufive,  magnificent,  and  fu- 
blime.'  'He  rolled  his  thunder,  he  darted  his  light- 
ning: all  thirtgs  were  in  the  utmoft:  perturbation,  and 
contufion. 

Is  there  not  however  in  oratory  a  medium  prefcr- 
'  able  to  all  extremes  f  Certainly.  But  this  medium  is 
no  le&  tranfgrefled  by  too  much  concifenefs,  than  by 
too  much  prolbdty  5  by  one,  who  takes  too  little 
compafs,  thart  by  him,  who  takes  too  large  a  circle. 
From  hence  arifes  a  frequent  complaint,  that  one 
orator  is  immoderately  redundant,  another  jejune  and 
•feeble.  One  is  faid  to  overihoot  the  point,  another 
to  fall  fhort  of  it.    Both  equally  wrong  :  One  from 

J  Ariitophanf.8. 

too 
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too  much  weaknefe,  the  other  from  too  great 
ftrength  ;  which  laft  is  an  error  on  the  beft  fide,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  fuperiority  of  genius,  though  too  un- 
correft  and  uhbridled.  But  when  I  fay  this,  do  not 
imagine,  that  I  approve  of  that  ceafelels  bawley 
Thersites  in  Homer.  No,  I  rather  applaud  the 
character  of  Ulysses  in  the  fame  poet : 

■ 

But  When  he  ipeaks,  what  elocution  flows !.   .  . 
Soft  as  the  fleeces  of  defcending  fnows  ^. 

Not  indeed,  but  there  is  another  charader  ^  in  the 
fame  author,  that  I  admire  as  much  as  pofliblc : 

His  words  fuccinft,  yet  full  ^, 

And  yet  were  I  to  have  my  choice,  I  fhouW  pr^cjr 
that  oration,  which  comes  on  us,  like  winter^^  fiiowt 
thick,  continued,  and  in  large  quantities  ;  in  a.  word, 
which  feems  to  defcend  from  heaven,  and  to  be  poured 
down,  from  the  fkies. 

But,  many  people  prefer  the  concife  manner  of 
pleading.  I  allow  it  j  but  who  are  they  ?  Only  fuch, 
•  whofe  indolence  leads  diem  into  that  opinion.  And 
would  it  not  be  ridiculous  to  admit  their  jwjgements 
as  decifive,  whofe  nicety  proceeds  from  downright 
lazinefs  ?  If  their  adviccf  mull:  be  taken,  it  is  not  only 
better  to  make  ihort  (peeches,  but  to  make  none  at 
all: 

Thefe  are  my  prefent  fentiments,  which  I  fliall 
readily  alter,  if  you  difapprove  them ;  but  then  give 
me  the  reafons  of  your  difapprobation,  bec^ute  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  owe  an  implicit  obedience  to 

rur  autlnwity,  yet,  in  an  affair  of  this  confequence, 
would  chufe  to  be  convinced  rather  by  argument, 

■■■■■;  i  »•  ■ 

t 

riT'. ;^ PpjPE's Homer,  II.  3.  jlr.  283.  «  Pope's. Homer,  II. 

3.  i^.  Z77.     *  The  charadler  of  Menelaus.  .      .^ 

K  3  .  .  than. 
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than  authority.  If  you  think  me  riot  in  an  arror,  let 
me  know  it  by  a  letter  as  Ihort  as  you  pleafe;  how- 
ever, give  it  undet  your  hand,  that  1  may  fee  my 
own  judgement  confirmed  by  yours.  If  1  am  wrong, 
I  inlift  upon  a  long  letter  to  convince  me  of  my  xnif- 
take.  Tell  me,  is  it  not  a  kind  of  bribe,  to  defire 
you  would  give  yourfelf  but  little  trouble,  if  you 
^ee  with  me  •,  and  a  great  deal,  if  you  diflfer  from 
me  ?  Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

I  The  .qpiftlc  now  under  confideratioo  is  the  leaft  agreeable 

of  any  yet  trariflated.  We  fee  an  oration  before  us,  inftead 
pf  a  letter  ;  jui  oration,  which  is  in  itfelf  the  ifarongpft  argu- 
ment againil  that  prolixity,  for  which  Pliny  contends.  He 
mizht  have  faid,  in  ^  much  lefs  compafs,  more  than  he  has 
fzvd  thrcmghout  the  whole  letter  :  and  therefore  Regulus 
feems  to  be  in  the  right,  who  chufes  to  throttle  a  man  all  at 
once,  rather  than  break  his  bones,  jcAnt  by  joint. 
:  To  make  this  epiftle  as  profitable,  and  entertaining,  as 
the  fubjie(a  will  admit,  let  us  take  notice  of  feme  pcrfons 
:fLud  pauaees,  not  unworthy  of  obfervation. 

Hie  ijle  mecum  auSforitattbus  agit^  of  mihi  ex  Greets  craiio'^ 
iies  Lysije  ofientat :  ^'  Among  the  Grecian  authorities, 
^  which  ihe  produces,  Lysias  is  always  cjuoted  by  him." 
Lysias  was  the  fon  of  C«pha|,us  j  born  at  Syracufe^  but 
lioought  early  out  of  Sicily  by  his  Either,  and  educated  at 
'4^ms*  Hie  w^  one  of  the  moft  confiderahle  orders  among 
|i|e  Greeks^  Qujntklian  gives  bim  a  fdiarafler  to  this 
effea  :  *♦  The  ftyle  of  J^ysias  is  extremely  elegant  an4 
f  <  dofe  :^  if  the  perfedlion  of  an  orator  is  to^  inflruft,  no 
^*  man  exceeds  Kim  in  that  art  :  he  goes  4ireflJy  to  the 
^*  poiht,  and  never  ftrays  from  the  purpofe ;  and  if  we  can- 
*«  not  compare  him  to  a  great  river,  at  Icift  he  may  be 
•*  looked  upon  as  a  clear  fountain." 

We  |earn  from  Tuljly,  who  goes  beyond  Qjtin- 
;^|UAN  \xx  his  praifes  of  Lysias,  that  he  never  appeared 
lat  the  bar.  The  works  he  publlfhed  were  numerous,  and 
various.  He  died  old,  poor,  and  under  the  fentence  of  ba- 
fiiflimpnt;  an  unfortunate  cataftrophe  for  fo  great  a  man. 
pis  ruin  was  occafionfd  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Athenians, 
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v^ho,  impatient  of  his  fuperior  genius,  drove  him  out 
of  a  coloi^  cftablilhed  by  them  at  %hurium  in  haly ;  a 
place  he  .was  p^cularly  K>nd  of,  haying  been  fettled  there 
from  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  having  purchafed  alfo  in 
that  colony  an  houfe,  and  an  eftate,  with  an  intention  to 
finifh  his  hfe  in  die  (asie  place,  where  he  had  pafied  fo  great 
a  part  of  it     " 

The  examples  in  hiftory  of  men,  who  fall  a  facrilice  to 
dieir  own  abSities^  and  are  fiiJik  down  by  dieir  own' weight, 
are  as  innumerable,  as  they  are  melancholy.  If  a  fhort  con^ 
jedure  is  allowable  on  the  feeming  inequality  of  their  £ite, 
perhaps  thefe  punifhments  are  (bnt  by  Heaven  merely  to 
crufli  that  vanity,  and  to  fcourge  that  ingratitude  towards 
the  Creatsor,  which  extraordinary  endowments  are  too  apt 
to  iiiQ>ire.  The  heathens  werd  of  this  c^inion,  as  appean.by 
the  fables  of  Arachn£,Niobc,  and  others  :  andChriftian? 
o^ght  to  remember^  that  unto  nuhemfoiver  much  is  giviti^  of 
hiinJkaJi  hi  much  required.  But  to  return  to  our  epiftk. 
/  Vides  ut'JtnHtasy  jigna^  piSiuras^  hominum  denifue^  multo^ 
rumque  animaSum /hrmas^  arborum  etiam^  Ji  modtjint  decora^ 
itthir  magis  ^am  an^litudo  commendet :  idem  oratiombup 
tvenit :      ' 

.^  It  IS  in  orations  as  in  pi^res,  ftatues,  and  other  things 
^  of  that  kind:  die  largenefs  of  the  fize  encreafes  the 
^  value."  ' 

^in  etiam  vohitninihus  ipjis  auSforiMem  quondam  et  pul" 
cbritudinem  adjicit  magnitudo : 

**  A  large  book  looks  better  than  a  fmall  one;'*  or,  in 
Qtljer  words,  *'  there  is  a  much  greater  air  of  authority  in 
V  a  folio,  than  in  a  duodecimo.'* 

Thefe  two  allerdons  are  very  furprizing,  in  a  perfbn  of 
our  author's  tafte,  and  can  be  excufed  by  nothing  but  a  par- 
tial fondnefs  for  his  own  opinion.  In  piAures  and  ftatues, 
it  is  the  fymmetry,  or  proportion,  that  ftrik€s  the  eye,  and 
ple^^  the  underftanding,  whether  the  figures  reprefented  be 
of  dwarfs,  or  giants.  And  fo  in  books ;  it  is  die  matter  con« 
tained  wldiin,  not  the  number  of  leaves,  that  ftamps  va^ 
lue,,  and  gjves  reputation  to  the  volume.  PiLiiiv*s  argu- 
ment certainly  has  little  weight  in  It,  and  dcfervcs  no 
©dier  anfwcr,  than  VThat  is  contained  In  diat.pld  Greek 
^igram:  y 
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ILai  r^«r<^  fUTredfayy  fvroXo;  m'llAaTWk* 

If  length  of  be^d  deep  knowledge  muft  denote^ 
Yitld,  Plato,  yield,  in  wifdom,  tothegoat« 

Artificem  quemnam?  re£fe  admones  :  PoLYttZTVM  tffi  di" 
€ibanU  *^  Queftions  and  anfwers,  fays  Loi^GXNUS  \  net 
^'  only  enliven  and  add  great  ftrength  to  a  fpeech,  but 
♦'  make  it  more  plaufible,  and  give  it  an  air  of  greater 
^*  probability;  for  the  paffions  never  work  more  ftrongly 
**  upon  the  auditors,  than  when  the  anfwers  feem  not  to  be 
^^  the  cfFpfl  of  premeditation,  but  to  rife  naturally  ifrom  the 
^*  thing  treated  of.  This  appears  very  much  in  interroga- 
*'  tjons,  and  refponfes  to  Uiofe  interrojgations  j  efpeciafly, 
**  wh«re  the  quicknefs  of  the  anfwer  demanded,  will  not 
^*  admit  of  a  nudied  untruth."  The  fentence  quoted  out 
of  Tully  is  an  inftance  of  thjs  kind  of  oratory.  The 
queftion  afked  is  parpofely  to  raife  the  .expediations  of  the 
audience,  and  to  heighten  the  charafter  of  Polycletus, 
This  PoLYCLETUS  was  a  Grecian  ftatuary,  born  in  Sicy^ 
on^^  a  city  of  Peloponnefus.  Pliny  the  elder  mentions 
many  famous  ftatues  made  by  him,  and  particularly  one,  in- 
which  the  proportions  of  the  human  body  were  fo  exa<9:ly 
adjufted,  that  it  was  called  tht,  mqfter-pieu.  He  flouriihed 
in  the  eighty  feventh  olympiad,  above  fpur  hundred  years 
before  the  Chjriftian  ?Bra,  -• 

riaVIa  denique  x'»9o>  it^^Z\  *'  I  leave  not  a  ftonc  unturned.'*. 
I  am  afraid  the  Greek  fentences,  which  are  every  now  and 
then  interfperfed,  in  imitation  of  Tully,  throughout  thefe. 
cpiftles,  have  occaiioned  fome  of  thofe  criticifms  upon  our 
author,  which  accufe  him  of  afFeftation,  and  want  of  eafe 
in  his  familiar  letters.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  this  mix- 
ture  of  languages  is  totally  inconfiftent  with  that  unftudied 
fimplicity^  which  Qught  to  diftinguifh  the  epiftolary  ftyle. 

The  life  of  PERICLES  will  be  found  in  Plut^arch  j 
but,  as  hi$  character  is  here  quo«ted  in  foine  beautiful  lines 
from  EupoLis  and  Aristophanes,  let  us  recoiled  what^ 
Horace  fays  of  thofe  comic  poets : 

r 

{F  Longinus.  Se£t.  i8. 
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EvvoLJS^atqueCKATiiiVSiARisTOlfHAVZsqui  poetry 
Jtqiie  aUh  quorum  comaadia  prifca  virorum  efty 
Si  quis  erat  dignus  defcribi^  quod  malusy  aut  fur^ 
^od  nuechta  foret^  aut  ftcariu$^  aut  aUoqui 
J?amo[uSy  mubd  cum  libertate  notabant. 

m 

*'  When  anticnt  comedy  became  firft  known^ 
<'  The  noted  bards,  who  wore  the  laurel  crown^ 


^ith  manly  ipirit,  and  becommg  rage 
)ragg'd-  evry.  villain  on  the  puUic  flage ; 
'^  There  the.throng'd  audience  each  vile  deed  furvey'd» 
l<  The  pimp  exposM  bis  perfon,  andhistr^de: 
.  <^  .£ach  wef  from  fatire's  laih  ftole  fen(e  of  (ham^ 
«'  And  each  affaflin  wept  his  murder'd  femc.'^ 

By  thefe  lines,  and  by'thofe  which  follow  in  this  fourth 
fetire  of  Horace's  firft  book,  the  po^  pbferves,  with  great 
fpirit  and  excsellent  raillery,  how  much  greater  liberties 
were  taken,  in  the  eadieu:.  ages^  with  the  conduct  and* 
charaAers  of  bad  men,  than  were  allowed  of  in  his  days* 
As  vice  encreafed,  aq  abhorrenpe  to  hear  truth  encrealed 
alfo.  The  wicked  turn  aiide  from  reproof,  and  the  vain 
canijLOtbe^r  it;  '  . 

Omnes  hi  mituunt  verfus^  odere  postas-: 

•*  They  dread  the  fetire,  and  the  poets  hate.** 

A  juft  (atiriflr,  as  he  will  always  be  dreaded  by  knaves^ 
will  be  cheriflied  and  admired  by  honeft  men.  Yet,  the 
natural  tendency  of  mankind  to  malice  and  detra^ion  is  fuch^. 
that  every  fcrioler  endeavours  to  gain  this  charadler^  by 
throwing  filth  and  calumny  on  all  around  him :  but  fatire, 
in  the  hands  of  a  fool,  bears  no  more  refemblance  to  the 
delicacy  of  that  art,  than  the  lightning  of  the  playhoufe  bears 
to  the  lightning  in  the  fkies  :  we  fee  a  faint  flafli,  and  we 
fmell  a  di&greeable  ftench,  and  then  it  vanifli^  wi^out 
doing  any  execution  :  whereas  true  fatire,  like  true  light- 
ning, wounds  every  objedt  it  aims  at,  melts  the  fword,  with- 
out injuring  the  fcabbard,  reaches  the  foul,  but  leaves  the 
body  untouched.     The  antient  Greek  comedies  always  a- 

bounde4 
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bounded  with  this  kind  of  poetry  5  and  Quintilian  fays, 
di^t,  after  the  works  of  HpMER,  .which  are  beyond  all  de- 
crees of  comparifon  with  any  odier  books  whatever,  the  an- 
tient  comic  poets  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  beft  models,  by 
which  an  orator  can  form  fai&  ftyl^ 

EPISTLE    XXL 
PitNY  to  Plinius  Paternus. 

r  ' 

I  Rely  as  much  upon  the  ddicacy  of  your  eye,  as 
jupon  your  judgement  5  not  bccaufe  you  excel  me 
in  Ikill  (<K)  not  flatter  yourfelf,)  but  becaufe  you  equal 
me  in  it;  and  tiiatj  you  will  allow,  is  faying  a  great 
deal.  However,  jefting  afide,  I  really  think  the 
flaves  I  bou^t,  by  your  advice,  are  well-bdiaved 
4ndi  cpxxidy.  All  that  remains  to  be  tried  now,  is 
^eir  fidelity,  which  in  flaves  is  better  diicovcred  by 
tibcears,  than  the  eyes.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  (laves,  which  Pliny  bought,  were,  in  all  pn*abi-  ^ 
lity,  Aflatics ;  for  according  to  Hokace,  Cappadeda^  al- ' 
though  deftitute  of  money,  abounded  in  flaves. 

Mandpih  bcupks  eget  iprix  Caqppadocum  nx^: 

^^  The  Cappadocian  king  is  rich  in  flaves, 
«  But  deftttote'  of  money/* 

And  Persivs  tells  us,  that  thofe  flaves  were  plump  and 
Jltek: 

Ne  Jh  pra/lantior  aber 
"■    Cappadoc^  rsgiJd  pin^tus  plaufijji  catajia  " : 


*•  How  large  a  family  of  brawny  knaves^ 
^  WfsU-jfecT  and  fiit  as  Cappadfidan  flaves  »." 

'  Horat.,X'ib.  i,  fipift.  6.  f,  39. 
*  «»  Ferftui,  Sat.  6.  f,  76. 
^  Dryd^m's  P«r£os,  Sii(.  6t  yer.  181. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  DitYj>EN»  in  Us  note  upon  tfaefe  lines,  fkfs,  that  die 
Ci^pMikdan  davcB  were  famous  ftM*  being  lu^9  wdl  favour- 
edy  and  in  ^ood  liking  ;  their  afkivity  and  ftiength  was  re- 
marbible^  and  tbey  were  looked  upon  as  preferable  to  any 
other  flaves  in  the  world.  The  inhabitant^  of  Capfaiada 
were  not  only  born  to  flavery,  but  in  love  with  it ;  and 
when  the  Roqfians  offered  to  make -diem  a  free  people,  they 
refuied  the  oier,  and  chofe  to  hug  their  chains,  and  live 
imder  the  yoke  of  jfervitude^  radier  ihan  enjoy  the  bleffin^ 
of  liberty. 

How  ftrange  !  how  incredible  !  how  amazing !  niuft  tUa 
fervility  ai^)ear,  in  a  country,  whofe  charaderiftic  is  Q- 
berty  \ 

Widi  native  freedom,  ad  with  a>urage  blefl^ 
Chains,  and  each  mn*k  of  thraldom  we  deteft. 
'Tis  heaven's  Ugh  gift,  'tis  nature's  great  decree^ 
Xhat  none,  be  Aaves,  whom  God  himfelf  made  iiree« 
Revere  we  ought  thofe  powers,  which  we  .entruft. 
But  to  cursives  be  refolutcly  juft  \ 
Scorn  bafe  corriiption,  nor  like  Haves  difown 
The  laws  that  fix'd  our  monarch  in  his  throne : 
For  well  we  know  by  truth's  eternal  rules, 
Where  flaves  arc  fubjeds,  fubjeds  mufl:  be  fools. 
Exert  but  reafoo,  liberty  will  reign. 
And  tyranny  exalt  her  impiovs  h^d  in  vain. 


EPISTLE    XXIL 
Plinv  to  Catilius  Setejiu& 

I  Have  bec^  kept  a  long  time  here  in  town,  and  in 
a  very  <klponding  way,  oopafioned  by  the  tedious 
and  ftubborn  iUnefs  of  Titus  Aristo,  whom  I  par- 
ticularly love  and  admire,  His  pnidence,  his  virtue, 
^nd  his  leamii^  are  not  tQ  be  exceeded ;  fo  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  not  only  one  man,  who  is  in  dan- 
ger, but  all  polite  literature,  and  the  whole  circle  of 
^rts  and  fciences,    As  he  is  equally  well  verfed  in  all 
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afts  of  the  legiflature,  both  public  and  private  ;  Vo  is 
he  a  perfeft  matter  of  hiftory,  and  the  great  ex- 
amples of  antiquity.  There  is  nothii^  you  can  wilh 
to  learn,  which  he  is  not  able  to  teach.  He  is  the 
trieafure,  from  whence  I  always  draw  my  hidden 
rjjfhes.  What  fincerity  and  authority  attend  his 
words  !  How  proper  and  becoming  are  his  delays  ! 
J?or,  although  he  fees  through  every  thing  in  a  mo- 
ment, yet  he  is  ever  flow  and  cautious  in  his  deter- 
minations, always  doubting  upon  the  realbns  urged 
on  both  fides,  which,  with  a  moft  piercing  judge- 
ment, he  fails  not  to  trace  up  to  their  original  foun- 
tains, and  then  gives  them  their  due  weight  in  his 
decifions.  Add  to  this  the  temperance  ot  his  diet, 
and  the  decency  of  his  drels.  When  I  look  into  his 
chamber,  and  fee  the  furniture  there,  I  behold  a  pic- 
ture of  the  antient  firugality.  The  grcatncfs  of  his 
mind  gives  an  ornament  to  the  whole,  as  none  of  his 
aftions  proceed  from  oftentation,  but  all  from  purity 
of  confcience.  He  feeks  his  reward  from  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  conduft,  not  from  the  applaufe, 
which  attends  it.  In  ftiort,  few  of  thofe  men, .  who 
in  outward  appearance  feem  philofopher^,  can  be 
compared  to  him  :  he  does  not  indeed  follow  either 
the  .  fchools,  or  the  porticos  **  •,  neither  does  he 
mifpend  his  own  time,  or  the  time  of  other  perfons, 
in  tedious  difputations.  His  hours  are  pafled  in  bufi- 
nefs,  or  at  the  bar^  he  aflifts  fome  by  nis  pleadings, 
and  more  by  his  advice.  But  he  is  equal  to  the 
greateft  men  whatever,  in  modefty,'  religion,  and 
jyftice,  and  principally  in  the  fortitude  of  his  mind. 
It  woul4  have  furprifed  you,  had  yqu  been  here,  to 
have  feen  with  what  refolution  he  has  born  this  ill- 
pefs,  how  he  has  refitted  pain,  how  he  has  endured 

®  The  Athenians  kept  their  fchools  in  porticos  ;  fo  did  the  Ro- 
mans -.the  philofophers  difputed  there.  And  it  is  from  thefe  co- 
vered galleries,  that  the  StoiQs  derived  their  namp^  Sto«  fignifying 
in  Greek  a  poridco. 

^-  thirft, 
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thirft,  and  with  what  patience  he  has  lain  loaded 
with  clothes,  to  carry  off'  by  perfpiration  the  cruel 
heat  of  a  burning  fever. 

The  other  day  he  fent  for  me  and  fome  of  his 
feleft  friends,  and  defired  us  to  enquire  of  his  phyfi- 
cians  into  the  nature  of  his  diftemper,  that  if  it  was 
incurable,  he  might  chufe  an  immediate  death ;  but 
if  only  mibbom  and  tedious,  he^  might  ftand  firm, 
and  ftruggle  with  it  as  he  ought :  for  he  thought  it 
not  allowable  to  fniftrate  the  prayers  of  his  wife,  the 
tears  of  his  daughter,  and  the  hopes  of  his  friends,  if 
there  were  any  grounds  for  thole  hopes,  by  putting 
an  end  to  his  own  life.  A  noble  determination !  but 
difficult  to  keep ;  for  you  may  obferve,  that  moft 
men  hurry  with  eagernefs  to  their  relief,  which  is 
only  to  be  attained  by  death  :  but  to  weigh  each  nfu)' 
tive  with  deliberation,  and  to  confider  the  reafbns 
fpr  and  againft  life,  and  to  live  or  die  according,  to 
the  ftrength  of  thofe  reafbns,  are  all  inftances  of  $ 
grrfat  mind.  The  phyficians  promife  us  fuccefs  to 
our  wifhes:  may  God  fiilfil  them,  and  deliver  mc 
from  this  fcene  of  forrow.  As  foon  as  I  am  releafed, 
I  will  fly  to  my  Laurentinum^  to  my  books,  my  pa- 
pers, and  my  ftudious  retirement.  At  prefent,  my 
attendance  on  my  friend  affords  me  no  leilure,  and  my 
anxiety  about  him  no  inclination  for  ftudy.  Thus  have 
I  fent  you  all  my  fears,  all  my  wifhes,  and  all  my  in- 
tentions. In  return,  tell  me  how  you  have  difpofed 
of  yourfelf  ?  what  you  are  now  doing  ?  and  what  you 
will  do  ?  But  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  in  a  more 
chearfiil  flrain  than  mine.  It  will  be  no  fmall  relief 
to  my  mifery,  that  you  live  free  from  aH  complaint. 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  various  accomplifhments  of  Titus  Aristo,  his 
great  (kill  in  the  laws,  his  cxtenfive  knowledge  in  antient 

hiflgry. 
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hlffory,  die  firmnefs  of  his  mind,  the  fortitude  with  which 
he  looked  at  death,  the  fimplicity  of  his  morals,  and  the 
integrity  of  his  heart,  are  fo  deeantly,  and  fo  pathetically 
defcribed  by  Pliny,  that  to  add  one  word  to  his  chara4Stei' 
would  fliew  little  reliih  of  this  incomparable  epiftle.  Nor 
is  there  any  room  for  obfervatioris  on  a  letter  fo  perfpicuous, 
and  lb  manerly  in  itfelf,  unlefs  we  take  notice  of  the  follow- 
ing paragraph. 

£t  media  qtHdifn  fictoida  mbii  poUicentur  t  fiftrejl^  ut  fro* 
mjj^  Diuf  adriuat :  <^  The  phyucians  proouie  his  recovery ; 
*'  God  permit  thofc  promifes  to  be  fuliilled.** 

The  heathen  theology  is  one  of  thofe  abflrufe  points  of 
leatning,  left  to  be  eltabliflied  from  the  imperfe£l  accounts 
we  have  of  it  in  antient  authors.  It  is  undeniable,  that 
the  heathens  in  gen<^  did  believe  a  multiplicfty  of  gods  : 
jreit  this  particular  fentenoe  in  PifNY,  and  ancMher  in  the 
twelfth:  epiftle  of  this  book,  where  he  fa3rs,  t^uit  Dots  V9t0j 
(whi<;h  is  literally,  ^^  God  granted  his  prayer/'}  appear  to 
bo  ftrong  inftances,  that  the  moft  thinking  heatfjiens  did  be* 
Uev^  one  iupreme  independent  Being,  to  whom  all  worfhip 
and  fupplication  ought  to  be  ultimately  addrefTed :  and 
tiidujgh  Aejr  reverenced  that  one  independent  Deity^  by  the 
name  of  JfupiTEit*  yet  it  is  impoffible  they  could  imagine 
hkh  ^Uty  of  thofe  ftrange  follies,  and  monftrous  vices, 
with  wfaidi,  in  the  courfe  of  their  mythology,  he  h  often 
tailed.  HoMiMi  and  Hbrodotus  have  m^e  him  fubjeft 
and  infeaior  to  fate.  Xenophon,  fays  Tully,  makes 
JSoc&ATES  fometimes  declare  there  was  one  God,  and 
fometimes  that  there  were  many.  By  thefe  a^d  innumer* 
abl6  other  inftahces  we  are  convinced,  that  the  religion  of 
the  ps^aiis  was  doubtful,  unintelligible,  incoherent,  and  ir* 
ration^.  Yet,  it  is  evident  from  the  fentence  already  quot- 
ed, that  PlinV,  by  a  fuperiority  of  judgement  and  refle*- 
xion^  believed  human  (kill  and  medicinal  art  to  be  in  vain^ 
without^  ^  affiftance  of  heaven^  and  the  hleffing  of  ^ 
mighty  God. 
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E  M  sf  L  £  xxm. 

PLI^y    /^    PoMPEftfS    FALCd.         •    . 

YO  U  aik  me,  whether  I  think  you  oi^ht  td 
plead  as  a  lawyer,  whiUt  you  are  in  the  poft  of 
tribune.  I  ihoold  firft  know,  what  your  opinion  of 
the  tribunefliip  is  ?  Whether  you  look  upon  it  ^  a 
mere  fhadoyf,  in  etnpty  title  wiriibut  honour  j  or 
whether  you  effeem  it  an  employment  of  powef^  ah4 
of  a  dignity  fo  facredt  that  it  ought  not  to  be  vio-^ 
lated  :by  any  perfon  whatever,  lead  of  ^  by  the 
perfon,  who  uoffefles  it.  Perhaps,  I  was  in  ^ 
wrong  to  think  myfelf  of  ahy  confequence,  wbi)ft:f 
held  that  poft  ^  but,  as  I  entertained  that  oplrtion-,-  I 
woiild'  not  |bfe  ehgaged  as  an  advocate  during  die 
whole  time  of  my  tribunefliip.  Firft,  I  thought  it 
extiemely  diihonourable,  that  I,  to  whom  aU  pec^Ie 
were  to  ^ve  place  and  to  rile,  ftiould  be  obliged  t^ 
ftand,  when  every  body  about  me  fate.  Nor  did  it 
feem  a  left  impropriety,  that  the  fame  perfon,  wh^ 
had  the  power  of  impdfing  filence  upon  whom  he 
pleafed,  mould  bimfelf  be  obliged  16  filence  as  fdon 
as  the  hoiir-glafs  was  out ;  or  tn^t  I,  who  was  nevcp 
to  be  Interrupted  as  tribune,  fliould  be  forced  as  an . 
advocate  to  hear  reproaches  thrown  out  againft  me^ 
and  be  accuied  of  want  of  fpirit,  if  I  fuflfefed  them^ 
aqd  of  iofoknce,  if  I  took  proper  nodoe  of  them; 
AiKJther  reafon,  that  wrou^t  fltongly  upon  mc, 
was  this.  If  the  client,  whofe  caufe  I  elpoufed,  or 
his  adverfary,  whom  I  oppofed,  happened  to  appeal 
to  nie  in  my  tribunitial  capacity  ;  muft  I  ftop  the 
one,  and  aflift  the  other  ?  Or  fliould  I  acquiefce,  and 
be  quite  filent,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  refign  the  ma- 
giftracy,  and  fink  myfelf  at  once  into  a  private  per- 
Ion  ?  Convinced  by  thefe  fcver^l  reafons,  I  chofe  ra- 
;/  ther 


84  P  L  I  N  Ts'   EPISTLES. 

thcr  to  be  a  tribune  to  all,    than  an  advocate  to 
fome  few. 

But,  I  muft  repeat  it,  your  own  opinion  of  the  of- 
fice, and  the  lignt  in  which  you  view  it,  ought  to 
be  fuily  known.  For  a  wife  man  will  always  make 
it  fuch,  as  he  may  be  able  to  fupport  with  dignity 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

As  Pliny's  epiftle  to  Pompeius  Falco  treats  entirely  of 
the  tribunitial  authority,  an  account  of  the  firft  creation  of 
the  tribunes  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  commonwealth  (b  many  im- 
)>rudent  fteps  had  been  taken  by  the  fenators,  confuls,  and 
diiElators,  and  the  people  had  been  fo  hardly  oppreiled  on  ac- 
count of  their  debts,  that  fcarce  the  leaft  appearance  of  ho- 
nour, juftice,  or  decency  remained  at  Romf.  The  haughti- 
ne(s  of  the  patricians  was  odious  ;  the  difoSedience  of  the 
plebeians  dangerous  :  riches  and  pride  were  the  charaSerif- 
tics  of  the  former  j  poverty  and  rebellion  of  the  latter :  the 
authority  of  the  fenate  was  overthrown  ;  the  dignity  of  the 
confuls  trampled  upon  and  deftroyed.  If  a  plebeian  was 
profecuted  for  debt,  the  populace  came  in  crowds  into 
court,  and  by  clamours  hindered  the  fentencq  from  being 
heard  ;  and  die  decree,  if  pronounced,  was  not  obeyed, 
nor  attempted  to  be  put  into  execution.  Such  heats  could 
1)e  only  cooled  by  new  laws,  new  foundations,  and  new 
magiftrates. 

The  enemies  of  Rome  never  failed  to  exert  themfelves,  as 
foon  as  die  animofities  and  divifions  in  the  republic  were 
Jknown,  and  divulged  abroad.  Duiing  the  prefent  infatua- 
tion, which  infedioufly  fpread  itfelf  over  the  whole  fpecies 
of  Roman  people,  hoftilitles  were  begun  by  the  iEqui,  the 
Sabines,  and  the  Volfci :  they  plundered  villages,  feized  ter- 
ritories, and  committed  various  depredations.  In  this  exi- 
gence, 2i  diZfator  was  the  moft  falutary  relief.  Manius 
Valerius,  a  plebeian  in  his  inclinations,  and  brother  of 
PuBLicpt  A  ',  was  chofen  dilator  ^.    The  choice  proceeded 

PThe  law  of  PuBLicoLA  hrd  given  the  firft  taflc  of  power 
and  impunity  to  the  people. 
lAU,  C.  zsg. 

from 
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from  neceffity,  and  was  in  itfelf  contrary  to  an  eftabllfhed 
law,  which  enaded,  that  no  perfon,  who  had  not  been 
conful,  (bould  be  appointed  dlifatitr'.  But  laws  l¥ere  nd 
lon^r  remembered.  -       ...      s- 

•Valerius  convened  the  populace  j  arid  in  a  fpfecch  de- 
livered vriA  an  attractive  mbddfty  declared,  that  neither 
their  liberties^  nor  the  lex  VakrtM^  the  chief  fuppoit  of  thofe 
liberties,  were  in  the  leaft  hazard  during  hfs  government: 
In  the  family  of  Publico&a  the  rights  of  the  people  muft 
bo  ever  {acrc4 :  he  fcorned  to  delude  with  promifes,  or  to 
deceive  with  fallhoods';  but  the  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  was  aii 
immediate  march  againft  the  enemy :  however  they  might 
be  confident^  thajt  at  the  end  of  the  canlpaigii  they  fliould  in* 
fallibly  be  rdjeved  from  theif  debts,  and  reteive  full  fattsfad- 
tioata. their  complaints.  Thefe  afluranc^es  he  proiiounced 
in  his  own  naime,  and  in  die  name  of  the  fenate* 

Elate  .with  the  profpefb  of  future  relief,  and  confcious  of 
the  diSatn^^  friendihipi  the  people  willingly  erilifted  theni^ 
ielvjes^.  ancl- guned  a  confummate  vidory  bvef  thtir'tbre6 
neighbpuniig  fldverfaries  ^  The  fenate  apprehetiHing,  th^t 
the  foldiersjt'thrir  return  mieht  challenge  the  compietlon  of 
thofe.  jproi^est  which  thev  had  received  fronl  thb  di£fator^ 
dd^ired'-VAt'Biilus^  and  tne  two  confuls,  to  detain  their 
ieveral  jc^ohs,  under  pretence  that  the  w^  Was  liot  flnifh- 
ed :  the  confuls  obeyed,  but  the  diSiaUr  dt(bahd<kl  hi^ 
arQiy,  and  declared  his  (bidiers  difengag^d  from  thcf  oath 
taken  at  the  time  of  enlifting.  As  his  pow^r  Was  abfolutej 
and  as  he  was  warmly  biafTed  in  aifeiflion  towards  the  peo^ 
pie,  iie  chofe  four  hundred  of  the  plebeiansf  and  {placed 
them  in  the  rank  of  Roman  knights.  But  when  he  de<^ 
manded  of  the  ienatovs  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  d^btors^ 
and  confiftent  with  the  promife  made  by  hinii  as  from  th^ 
,  fenate^  to  vabolifh  their  debts,  he  met  with  oppofition  aiiA 
reproach, .  Appxus  CIaudius,  fupported  by  fome  of  th* 
I  ■  .  ..  . 

*  Thddi^of  chofeQutNTvs  SfiRVitius  as  hi^  general  o^the 
horfe:  he  was  of  the  fame  fehtiments  with  VALBRius,ahd  thought 
the  people  too  l*igo|t>ufly,  and  tod  unjuidly  opprcBfed.  Thusi  tn6 
chief,  commanders  were  in  the  popular  interell. 
..  ^  Ten  , legions  were  raifed.  Each  conful  commailded  thrfee  : 
the  diautor  commanded  the  remaining  four.  The  Sa bines  wcrt? 
.  conqiiered  by  the  diitatw :  xhp  ^qui  an4  VoUd  by  the  two  coil« 
fals,  A.  ViROiMivs  and  T.  VaTVRxui% 

.  Vot.  t  t  yoflnger 
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youngs  kn:^QXS^  itfufpd  a^lut^ly  tPt  comply  vitfa  lits  idf* 
tfizn4i  ^nd  i^e^tex^  U^  f;a^  bini  to  9n  tccoiuit  &r  diiban^ 
i^  l^is  arimr,  wliij^  th'^  iWy^Ws  f^  g^mf  were  vet  ia  aJoiiis. 

Is  it  not  lurprifing,  that  fo  unlimited  a  magtttcatfi  as  a  Jicn 
t0tor:{hou\d  fz^eet  with  thres^  JORpplkioa)  ami  sepoaches  ? 
]^b  power  yaj9  not  only  u^H^ffen^b^  biU:  Jnperior  to  as^^ 
other  poyer^  dpnvativ^^ojgi^  ^^P<.    May  ve  not  fufpcfiiy 
that  yfhfifi  the  ariny  w^  ^^Oi^^j  the:  ficar  of  a  ,S&aUi 
^eafed  ?  Hi§  fo)diers,  w})il$;  in  aino^  fanirod  Jua  digail^ : 
lut  the  nature  o(  his  Q$ce  apprqaiihed  t<Ki  near  a  repl  in* 
^tutipn^  tP  b^  relifbfd,  cur  r«(peiSed  in  a  oomaommlth^ 
^  y ALfiK|u,s,  AM^prifed  at  {o  viidexU;  and  fo  unpreoedentcdra 
xepqlfe,'  made  a  fpf^h  in  tb^  fenajbe-Houfe  tq  this  icfibd^ 
1<  Tlie  :|cqu^pjis  againft  mQ  ^  an  ambitiooa  popplacity 
1^  ihs>^  bow  ui^ortun^  I  am  ia  not  heiog;  agtteahle  to 
<<  diis  afr^E9^y.    May.  tik  Gods  grant  tQ  wb  fiitore  defend 
,^i  dfts  qf  ^Q  ^ipaA  people  a  modtratioh  fqnahio  n^c  own ! 
1<^  I  lyill  not  depeiye  my  lelloi^  citi^^ens :  thesft  depisdded  ^ 
$<  my  pnomiT^':  they  took  up  arms,  and  toiiniphed  over 
^  your  ^f»nie$,  at  the  peril  of  their  Uvea.    A^toaa^^vfUy 
t^  and  d^meftip  feuds^  occafioi^ed  to  me  iJie-honoun  oi^  die 
^<  idffatirfiftfi.    We  have  none  peace  abroad:; I liawetrimLiii 

V  yaia  to  eft^lijiSi  it  at  home  i  I  am  determiaed  themSort 
f^  to  abdicate  n\y  dignity ;  chufing  radid:  to  fadu^'fcditioii 

V  as  a  private  WAn^  than  as  a  dilator." 

VALEi^itJS^  at  the  conduiioa  of  this  fliort  Qseccb,  left 
|be  f<^nate,  and  convening  an  aflfembly:  o£  the  peojplex  ap* 
pe^ed  before  tbem  with  all  the  enfisns  of  a  diiBaUr*  lit« 
^^^  Wi^  9f  the  fam^ purport  ta  the  popubice^  as  k.ha^ 
l^n  to  the  ienators^  with  ibme  additions  complaining  of  hit 
;^e,  vlrh^eby  he  Mraa  rendered  kicapaUe  of  pioper  reient- 
inent ;  and  for  that  reafon  heJreely  refigned  ats  employment^ 
in  whiclu  he  could  be,  at  his. time. of  life,  cf  no  iervice  to 
1113  friends  and  followers*  The  people  heard  lum  vAtlt  the 
utmoft  refped  and  veneration:  they  condudted  him  home^ 
and  their  applaufes  were  as  loud^  ^  if  he.  bad  ei^erted  his 
jauthority,  and  had  abolifhed  tn^  debts.,  ii^hi^  clamours 
of  applaufe  fhewed  their  indignation  againft.  <the  fenate.: 
their  indignation  fcorned  to  be  coniined  :  they  aflembled 
publicly,  and,  in  their  rage,  formed' a  conTpiracy  to  murder 
the  confuls ;  but  this  roeafiire  was  dilapproved,  and  another 
leis  fanguinanr  method  Yras  put  into  execution,  'f^he  fpldiers 
(hatch^  up  their  enfigns,  and*by  the  advice  of  Sxcinnius 
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j^ittiO¥»8)  bine  of  the  chief  )eadd^  Iii  tBe  l^beliibn,  tiief 
ill  retiitd  to  the  ftrthei^  Me  di  thb  river  Moi  fortlj^ing 
tbgfiK&I^e^  iipeh  t  ^  hill^  Whieh  in  fihce  called  mns  faetr. 

This  ddbftion  occ^iohed  ^^  Ubihoft  furprife  and  uneaii<» 
ftiefft  fai  i9be  lenate;    Guards  W^e  pUced  not  onlj  for  fe* 
tiif ify  6f  Itbe  tity ^  bot  to  prevent  any  citizens  from  paffing 
f^^  ic6  thfe  tcVolterir.    The  precaution  pfdvcd  fruiklcfs.j 
MizHf  efdipi»d$  ind  the  Mmhtt  of  mutineers  Continually  en- 
^reafid.     A  deptttaiibn  was  appointed  frcM  tihe  fenate  to 
MFer  a  ^flend  parddil,  ahd  to  exhort  the  defeiters  to  re« 
ten.     Tfi6  deputies  weit  fetit  hick  With  cont^hipt.    th  con-* 
fetiutified  of  thde  indignities^  tietir  Coiit^fts  arbft  in  the  fenate  i 
AfHiji  .CiiAiiviijs  tiiked  boldly  of  oppofltion^  puiiifh« 
tAihti  aiid  revenge.   VALEktus  dd^^ifed,more  lenient  coun-» 
f^i  a&A  propofed  terms,  th^  mtight  immediately  conduced 
to  pekd^.     ih6  youngeft  fthitoi^  wefe  on  the  fide  of  Ap« 
Pi^§  I  fliey  #ere  particularly  tuf!)uient  lipbn  this  occaiion^ 
Th^  iiitiMated  fofpiddns  of  tht  confuls,  to  whohi  they  de« 
tiiifedj  iOxat  if  any  Infult^  trere  offered  to  the  patricistnsi 
tfwy  wthiM  take  irms  in  defence  of  ah  order  ^d  rankji 
#Bich  thar  bW  received  from  their  ariceftors.     The  con/als^ 
to  ibiatt  niefe  toUng  patrici^hs,  whofe  clamours  were  grow-* 
ing  too  intoleraole,  threatened  to  deprive  them  of  their  right 
of  fufilagjj,  by  fixing  the  age  neceflSlry  to  qualify'  a  Roman  to 
he  a  fen^ftor^    The  mtoace  had  the  intended  fiiccefs :.  the  fo» 
iiatoh  begatn^relh  negotiations,  and  feht  frefh  embilSes  widi 
'  more  extenfive  offers  to  the  rebels.     After  a  variety  of  pro- 
^ofidsj  ana  dt:mands,  all  fr^tftles  at  length  appeared  to  b.e^ 
tolrfru/nmated  by  a  confent  from  the  fenate  to  a  total  aboK^ 
fion  of  the  plebeian  debts :  and  hbw  the  revoltfers  were  pre** 
p^mg  t6  mnjfttt  with  &tis&£tion  to  Romef  when  Ltjcius] 
JuwitfS  Bi(t7Ttrs  ^  dfeclaJred  publicly  his  apprehenfipns,  that 
the  fehatbrs  m^cnded  at  a  proper  oppbrturiity  to  teVofce  thte 
prefent  ad  of  jufticc^    although   they  now  ieemingly  ac- 
quitfeed  ih*  tha^  agreei!beht.    He  affected  great  fears  from  this 
fiirmifd,  which'  had  arifeh  in  his  own  breaft^    He  exprefiecf 
great'  ^fi^nCe  of  fdiatorial  equity,  and  feenied  to  fore^ 

*  This  hill  is  diflant  three  miles  from  Rome,  in  the  place  whei^ 
Ca/e/U  di  San  iil<veftri  ibiids  at  prefent. 

^  iiircius  Junius  Brutus  was  a  plebeian ;  a  man  of  great  , 
ambition,  particularly  Ikilful  in  fomenting  difcotd.     He  aifamed, 
the  Etame  of  Brutus,  in  a  vain  emulation  of  equalling  the  hxH 
patrician  of  that  name. 
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fee  man^  dangers  to  'the  ftate,  and  many  infringements  up., 
on  the  liberties  of  th^  people,,  unlefs  fome  eilential  tie$ 
were  eftablifhed,  that  might  inikliibly  preferve,  and  perpetu-* 
ate  their  rights  againfl:  the  oppreffions,  and  tyranny  of  the 
\;onfuls  and  fenate.    To  theie  artful  iniinuations  Menenius 
Agrippa  candidly  anfwered,  *'  that  the  conftitution  of  the 
5*  republic  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  muft  liecure  the  ratifica* 
^^  tion  of  any  decree  paiTed  by  unanimous  confent.    .  Bu(  if 
**  fuch  a  fecurity  was  thought  infufficient,   he  defired  ta 
**  know,   what  other  expedient  could  be   propofed,   that 
•*  might  diffipate  all  anxiety  ariling  from  fufpicion,   and 
^*  might  firmly  eftablifh  unanimity  and  friendfliip  throughout 
**  every  rank,  and  degree  of  the  Roman  people  ?"  "  Grant 
•*  us,"  faid  Brutus,  with  afecret  pleafure  to  find  .the  im- 
mediate fuccefi  of  his  own  fubtilty,  '*  particular  officers,  to 
•*  be  chofen  out  of  our  own  order.     Far  be  it  from  us  to 
'^  demand  any  pompous  enfigns  of  magiftracy.    t^ageants 
^*  may  appertain  to  patricians ;  but  let  a  certain  numoer  of 
**  pleoeians  be  elected  every  year,  who  may  have  authority; 
^  to  fupport  our  interefts,  and  to  defend  us  from  injuftice. 
**  The  propofal  is  too  equitable  to  be  refufed,  if  your  real 
•*  intentions  of  peace  are  as  fincere  as  your  outward  pro- 
««  feffions/* 

This  propofal,  although  it  feemed  the  inftantaneous  an- 
fwer  to  the  fpeech  of  Agrippa,  was  certainly  the  efFe£l  of 
ftratagem,  and  forefight.  The  people  received  it  with  the 
utmoft  joy  and  acclamation,  the  deputies  from  the  fenate 
with  equal  relu3ance  and  furprize.  They  returned  x.oRomi  *, 
where  the  majority  of  the  fenators,  a(^uated  by  feai*  and 
aftonifhment,  and  weary  of  perpetual  divifions,  confentedto 
the  demand ;  and  at  once  divefted  themfelves  of  all  future 
authority.  A  fenatus  confultum  was  inunediately  pafled,  to 
appoint  the  creation  of  thefe  new  magiftrates,  who  were 
called  the  tribunes  of  the  people. 

The  decree  of  the  fenate  having  acquiefced  to  the  tribune- 
ihip  of  the  people,  and  to  the  total  abolition  of  their  debts, 
die  olive  branch  of  peace  was  carried  by  Valerius,  and 
odier  deputed  fenators,  to  the  camp  upon  the  facred  moun- 

•  Valerjus,  at  his  retarn  from  the  facred  mountain,  made  a 
fpeech  in  the  fenate  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the  rcvoltcrs,  whof© 
military  merit,  he  faid,  in  the  wars  abroad  was  fuch,  as  ought 
to  fecure  them  not  only  from  punilhment,  bat  entitle  them  to  re- 
wards and  power  at  home. 

taia«: 
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tain.    The.  new  magiftrates,  two  in  number,  were  defied, 
Th^ir  perfdns  were  declared  facred  :   a  law  was  enaSed  to 

Sunifli  with  death  any  violence  offered  to  a  tribune.    The 
Lomans  were  obliged  to  fwear  a  ftrtfi  adherence  to  this  lawy 
not  only  in  their  own  names,  but  in  the  names  of  their  pof- 
terlty :  An  abfurd  oath,  attemptingto  bind  a  generation  yet 
unborn*  .  Not  any  of  the  hifiorians  mention,  by  what  au- 
thority this  law  was  eftabliihed.     The  confuls,  and  major 
palt  of  the  fenate,  were  ftill  in  Rome;  but  we  may  prefume, 
ihe  retolte^s,  who  had  now  the  power  of  making  new  ma— 
«ftrates,  found  no  oppofition  in  making  new  Uws,     When, 
tnefe  ftatiifes  were  AiUy  ratified,  the  tribunes,  the  deputies, 
and  the  revolters  quitted  the  facred  mountain,  and  returned. 
to  Rome. 

<  This  wafe  the  greateft  revolution,  which  Romt  received, 
fince  the  firft  formation  of  her  government.  The  tribunea 
were  magiftrates  fupcrior  to  die  confuls,  as  they  were  de- 
cided facTQfah&i  by  the  laws.  Nothing  relative  to  the  peo- 
ple could  be  ti-anfadted,  or  at  leaft  fully  confirmed  without 
their  confent :  they  fignified  their  approbation,  by  putting 
the  letter  T  .under  any  order,^,  that  was  agreeable  to  their 
will;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  they  fignified  ueir  prohibition, 
by  itanding  up  in  the  fenate-boufe,  and  pronouncing  the 
word  ttff^,  without  being  obliged  to  give  any  x^Ovi  for  their 
diffent.      ' 

After  having  dwelt,  too  long  perhaps,  upon  the  original 
snftitution  of  tne  tribunal  authority,  let  us  prefs  forward,  as 
faft  as  poffible,  to  the  diminution  of  their  power  under  tho 
emperors. 

Suetonius  tells  us,  that  Julius  Cjesar  was  fo  jealous 
of  Pontius  AcyJiLA*  one  oif  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  who 
refufed  to  rife  to  him,  as  he  pafTed,  in  the  full  glory  of  a 
triumph,  by  the  place  where  the  tribunes  fate,  that  he  cried 
out  with  great  emotion,  '  Repete  ergo  a  me^  Aquila,  r^m- 
publicam  tribunus :  "  Come  Aquila,  come,  thou  mighty 
^*  tribune,  and  take  the  commonwealth  out  of  my  hands. 
The  fame  author  adds  immediately  after.  Nee  dejliterit  per 
antinues  dies  quidquam  cuiquam  niji  fub  ixcepttone  polliceri^  fi 
tamen  per  Pontium   Aquilam  Ucuerit :    '*  And  during 
•*  many  days  after,  he  made  no  promifes,  but  with  this  re- 
•*  ferve  annexed  to  them,  if  Pontius  Aquila  would  give 


I' 


'    '  '  Suet.  Jul.  Caefar.  cap,  78. 

L  3  •*  him 
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♦<  him  leave:"  an  ^nfwcr,  that  fl^^wod  at  whatbeaim/^ 
GissRR  could  not  bipar  any  limitation  of  bis^  authority^  s^l4 
therefore  with  great  art  eoqeayoured  to  conyince  the  pP9p)e^ 
that  his  dictatorial  pow^r  w^?  not  compkat,  till  the  Xr\\^^ 
mtial  power  was  deilroyed  ;  and  that  even  his  pxoipi^ 
could  hot  be  depended  upoiXi^  becaufe  fubjeft  to.  the  f^e^^  qf 
Pontius  A<yjiLA. 

Augustus,  the  child  of  fortune,  lived  to  pcrfefk  wfe»| 

Jfuxius  had  only  defigned,     ^he  words  gf  Tacitv.s  oi| 

$his  head  are  thefe.    ^  Po/tji^am  Bruto  et  Caslsjo-  <i^ 

pilla  jam  publica  armai  Pompeius  apud  Siciliam  op(^^ffu^,\ 

fxuiojUe  Le^pido,  vtterfe/Ia  Antonxo,  nc  JuHanU  quiden^ 

partibus  r^ift'  Q^s  AR  dux^  nliquuf^ ;  pojito  triutaviri  nimiffi 

^nfukm  fe  ferinSy  et  ad  tuendam  pUbem  tribunitio  jur^  content 

turn:,  "  When,  vpon  the  d^ath  of  Brutus  and  Cassius, 

V-  the  civil  vf^  were  at  an  end  5  young  Pdmpe Y  was  ayer-r 

•*-  thrown  in  SUtfy;  L^pidu^  was  deprived  of  all  power  § 

^  Antony  bad  fallen  by  his  own  fword ;  and  of  a|l  diQ 

•*  Julian  party  not  one  was  left  but  their  chief,  Octaviu% 

^  Cjesar  j  he,  by.  laying  a(ide  the  title  of  triumviri,  o\h 

fi  tained  tl^at  ojf  confut,  apd  profefled  himfelf  defirous  <^ 

^  tiiie  tribunltial  power,  nieroly  to  defend  and  proteA  tha 

^  people/*    The  ufe,  which   he  mad^  of  that  power,  14 

pibrfe£lly  well  known :  and  bcc^ufe  the  tribune$^  ought  s^-* 

ik^ays  to  be  elected  out  of  plebeian  families,  AuGiJ&TUSt 

and.  the  fuqceedjne  emperors,  were  not  ftri<9Jy  tribunes^  but 

jrikwtHia  ppteftaU  induii.     The  name  and,  i}^a|do)sr  of  tbfl 

fnbunefhip  f^main^d.i   tiie  fubftaiK:e  w4  ^^^tjf  WM) 

fekciifiws^y. 


'  * 
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^"^T  pw^^ut  Trahqpi'llus  has  a  /nirid  toi 
hny.  a  fin^ii  piece  of  land,  which  a  friend  of 
ybbrs):  is  thfey  tell  mcy  is  willing  to  fell.    I  muft  cn^ 
foU  tbf  fekd  aire^  that  dw  terms  be  equal  onf/ 


liaufe  •  if'  Tef ift^  a.  ftrbng .  iriftahce  of  his  folly.    Ini' 
this  little  piece'' of  ground  tKere  are  fevcral  things  (if 


the  price  is  jnot  t36o.  bigft)  ^peculiiwrl/  ad4>ted  to  the 
inclination  of  my  friend  Tranquillus.  The  fmall 
diftance  from  the  city,  the  goodnefs  of  the  road, 
the  fize  of  the  houfe,  and  the  quantity  of  land  about: 
it,  which  will  prove  rather  a  farm  of  retreat,  than  of 
employment :  for,  as'  Tranquillus  is  a  ftudious 
man,  he  Ihould  only  have  ground  enough  to  exercife ' 
his  fancy,  and  delight  his  eyes:  A  private  walk, 
where  he  can  feunter  at  his  eale,  froi^i  one  end  to  the 
other;,  and  trample  out  a  path,  in  which  he  may 
view  every  branch  cjf  his  vines,  and  'number  every 
Ihrub  in  his  garden.  I  have  told  you  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars, that  you  may  know  how  much  he  will  be 
obliged  to  me,  apd  how  much  I  Ihall  think  myfelf 
fo  to  you,  if  Tranquillus  makes  this  little  parchafe 
(attended;  with  fo  many  lucky  circumftances)  upon 
ftich  conditions,  as  will  leave  him  no  room  to  repent 
of k.    Adieu.- 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here  are  two  great  beauties  in  this  epiftle  :  the  particular 
care,  which  Pi^iny  takes,  that  his  friend  Suetonius  fhall 
not  be  impofed  upon  in  the  purchafe  of  an  eftate ;  and  the 
agreeable  defcription  he  gives  of  a  philofopher's  garden. 
The  obfervation  of  our  author,  that  a  man  is  more  uneafy 
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»t  Ae  dirreputation  he  fufTers,  by  b^ng  over-reached  in  s 
bargain,  than  by  the  lots  be  fulUins,  is  extreOlUy  juft.  Wq 
an  live  without  glory,  but  we  cannot  fubmit  to  Ihaine ; 
Thofe,  who  are  really  wife,  would  have  no  inftance  rf 
their  conduft  appear  to  the  contrary  i  and  thofe,  who  are  not 
(o,  try  all  methods  to  appear  wifer  than  they  are :  and  VCt 
it  is  very  certain,  there  are  no  people  fo  eafily  led  into  dilad- 
'vantageous  contra^,  ai  men  of  a  i!hidious  and  ipectdative 
difpolition,  who  pafs  more  time  with  their  books,  than  with 
dieir  friends,  who  converfe  more  with  the  deadj  than  with.' 
the  living,  and  who  abllraft  themfclves  from  the  conunerce 
of  the  world,  and  from  thofe  buly  fcenes  of  life,  which  prtr. 
pare  us  againlt  the  various  artifices  of  mankind :  fuch  men 
lie  fitter  Tor  the  golden^  than  for  the  iron  a^e. 

Tbe  End  of  the  First  Book. 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    I. 
Pliny  to  Voconios  Roman  as.' 

^A  NY  years  have  palled  rmce  lb  noble^' 
I  or  lb  memorable  a  Q>e£tacle  has  been 
'  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  the  Roman  peo^ 
H  pie,  as  the  public  funeral  of  Vergini- 
9  us  RuFus,  a  citizen  great  an  eminent 
in  his  charadjcr,  and  equally  happy  in 
his  fortune.  He  lived  thirty  years  alter  having  ar- 
lived  at  the  height  of  glory.  He  read  poems  com- 
poled  in  his  honour  :  he  read  hiftories  compiled  of 
im  a£tion!  i  he  lived  on,  and  enjoyed  the  praifes  of 
pofterity.  He  palTed  through  his  third  coniullhip,  as 
if  the  man,  who  had  refufed  the  empire,  was  dc-. 
ftinedcorifc  as  high  as  any  other  ftation  would  admit. 

Thofc 
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Thole  emperors,  by  whom  he  was  fuipefted,  aiKl  td 
whom  his  virtues  were  odious,  he  outlived :  but  left 
behind  him  the  beft  of  princes,  and  the  kindefirof 
firiends  •,  rcfcrved,.  as  it  were  by  fate,  for  this  honour 
of  a  public  funeral.  He  lived  beyond  his  eighty 
third  year,  in  the  higheft  tranquillity  of  mind,  and 
in  equal  veneration.  He  always  enjoyed  a  perfeffc 
ftate  ojf  health,  except  that  his  hands  trembled,  but 
without  giving  him  the  le^  pain ;  the  approach  of 
death  was  indecid  a  little  fevere  and  tedious,  but  even 
that  lafl:  fcene  added  to  his  charafter. 

The  mannef  of  it  was  this.  He  was  defigned,  a 
^urth  time^  to  the  confulihip  by  Trajan  :  and. the 
day,  onw|&ch  he  waited  upon  the  emperor,  to  re^^ 
turn  him  tlunks  for  that  office,  and  was  jufl  begin- 
iiig  his  ^fpeechj  a  book^  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
b^r^g^'fto  Bbavf  fcra  iian  of  his  y^arj,  xtiadewdtk^t 
tpo  by  ftan^ng  up,  dropt  from  him,  merely  by  its 
own  weight:  as  he  ftooped  to  take  it  up,  the  pave- 
ment being  fmootll  andi'flippfer^  h^  loft  his  fcoting, 
and  by  the  fall  broke  his  thigh :  the  bone  was  ill  fet ; 
and  that,  added  to  die  difad vantage  of  his  great  age, 
hindered  it  from  ever  knitting,  or  being  united  again. 

The;  d^feqaies  of  fuch  a  nun  Have  done  great  ho* 
nour  to  the  emperor,  to  the  age,  to  the  forum,  and 
^(tbft)bAr.:  GORi^EbiiJsr  Tacitus;  tfhAconful,  pro- 
oouitced'hifl  funeral  oratito:  fo' eloquent  ^^  orator^ 
af^inted  Upon*  fuch^  an-  oocafioh^ '  ieem^'  to  crown 
tho  fumr&it'  of  all  lus  -  haf^rnds;  ^d  W  d«parted 
fiiil  of  years,  and*  full  of  honours^  even  of' tKdfe  ho- 
BOu%.  which'  he  had  reftifed.  Bttt  as'  to  us,  whd 
fiuvivc,.  wt  mtA  lament^  ^  muft  wi(h  for  hinl,  ^ 

of  the  priifiitive  agp  y  and^  hd  is-  to  be  reh 
gijettcd  by  me  ill  particular^  wholovedhint^.'  asf  much 
aa  I  admired^  him,  not  Only  upoil  this  piiblie  a<!cbunt^ 
tot  upon-  my  own;  bebaufe,'We  were  born  in  tho 
ifiBae  <K>untry,  our  native  towns  were,  near  eadiothetv 
mA^  cutt)  cftaccS'  ware  contiguousb.  Bcfides^'htf  wab 

.     left 
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left  me  as  a  guardian,  and  he  loved  me  as  a  father  ; 
and  from  tjbt^t.  teo^enl^fsi  ht  Sivdiired  ime  with  his 
vote,  whenever  I  ftood  candidate  for  any  employ- 
9idiii^  aod  Jnaftened  from  hisi  retirenicpc  to  afl^b  me, 
long  ^fm  be  had  H^ftA  to  attend  upoit  the  like  oc« 
eafiO!Qs.  Thw,  oit  the  day  when  the  pricfb  ufiially 
jn^ncjd  thof^^  whom  tl^  judged  moft  worthy  of  the 
poel^Qodf.  he  always  m^nninaiced  me. 

}q.  h^s,  liaft  Ulne&L  whm  he  waa  apprebenilive,  that 
hj^  HMgbt  pvobaUyy  be  appraited  one  of  the  quin^m* 
vitfi  w|ia  were  coiiftittMea  by  an^  order  of  fenate  to . 
ipetrench  ^  pubfic  expenees^  he  chofe  me  out  td 
ffiake  hisi  cxcuft^f .  and  ppcferrcd  me  at  my  pre/ent, 
4ge,  before;  feverat  of  his  friends,  men  of  years,  and 
evQOi  Q^  coiiiuldc  ^oity :  and  his  choice  was ,  attend* 
ed  wi|Jti  this  ojl^iig^  ei^pneifion :  **  iij^hoti^  I  had 
j^y  ^  fen«.  Ilf^oidd:  ftDQuhk  you^  with  tfais^  commiffion*'*  - 

Thelibiacetlie.iiaaibiK^  1(rhy  I  pour  out  my^  whde 
terrniC'  €#  ttit^  ferto'  yourbofbm :  thefe  are  the  rea- 
fens-,  *i<rhir  J  look  upon  Ms  death  as  immature.  AI* 
ttpug|l;Viit  my  Qpimon,  we  ought  neither  to  weep 
the  W^fe.  oC  loch  a.  man,,  nor  to  call  it  death,  fincc 
it;  \^  x^^  v^  end  bf  his  moct^diQr,  than  of  his  life* 
He;  liMOS^/aod  wiil  livo:  to. all  eternity,  he  is  (hatched 
from  OUT:  fig^t^  but  the'  imprdfion  of  him  will  be 
the-ilrongepitvour  memory,  and  his  pndfes  more  fre« 
qjient  fe  our  conyerfations; 

■  I  iptended  tp  have  written  .to  you  upon  many  other 
fubj^e^r.  but  my  whole  foul  is  nxed  upon  this  finglc 
-coi>tei?Qplation,  VE^RGmius.isever  in  my  thoughts^ 
YlR^OX^iiTft  is,  e^rer  befoaejny  eyes,  I  embrace  Ver* 
GiNixJSi,  l  i^jpeak  to  him,  I  hear  him ;  vain  ideat ! 
ever  returning  to  my,  mind.  We  have,  and  fhall  havej 
many,  citizens  xqual  to  Wm  in  virtue,  none  in  glory* 
FlwewsU,/ 
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^  Funeral  obfequies  never  appear  with  more  melancholy 
pomp)  than  when  they  are  the  laft  tribute  ,paid  by  the  public^ 
to  fome  eminent  citizen,  or  fonie.diftinguifhed  patriot.    In 
fuch  a  lofs  a  limb  of  the  commonwealth  is  torn ,  ofF,  the 
whole  body  feels  the  wound,  and  ievery  ling|le  member  is 
more  or  lefs  affeded.     Such  a  lofe  was  Verqinivs  Rufus  ; 
wh'ofe  chara&er  feems,  in  certain  particulars,  to  refemble 
that  of  Monk,  duke  of  AlbtmarU.    They  were  bc^  ge* 
nerals  in  very  tempeuuous  feafons*.   They  had  powerful 
forces  at  conunand^  and  they  had  greats  perfpn^l  influence 
over  their  foldiers*    Each  might  have  raifed  himfelf  by  his 
military  power  to  the  throne.    The  diftra&ipn  oif  the  times 
threw  uncommon  temptations  in  their  way.    Crpwiis  and 
fcepters  were  within  their  reach;  and  they  foun^  them&lves 
employed  by  the  leading  men  in  power,  rather  oat-cf  fear, 
thaa  out  of  friendihip ;  rather  from  neceffity,  than  choice : 
yet.fufch  was  the  fteadineis  -of  die  Roman,  and  fuch  the  ln« 
jtegrity  df  the  Briton,  that  the  one  fubmitted  to  fee  Qalba 
proclaimed  emperor,  the  other  ^brought  Charles  the  i^ 
cond  to  Whitthailn    To  continue  the  parallel,  they  were 
both  men  of  a  leferved  nature,  flow  and  cautious  iil  die  de- 
claration of  their  purpoies,  but  firm  and  refolute  in  the 
execution  of  thrirdefigns:  they  both  died  full  -of  honours 
and  full  of  years,  and  both  wtt'e  bUried  at  die  pubUc  charge* 
The  rites!  of  fepulture  were  a  moft  facred,  and  eiTential 
part  of  the  relidon,  (iibfifiing  among  the  heathens ;  and  it 
muft  be  alloweo,  that  the  inftitution  of  burying  perfons  of 
remarkable  virtue,  and  exalted  merit,  in  tne  moft  public 
manner,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  ikte,  had  in  it  fome* 
thing  extremely  noble,  and  highly  becoming  a  brave  peo- 
ple.   The  Romans  never  failed  to  perform  thefe  ceremonies  i 
of  which  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  inftance  than  in  the 
cafe  of  JujLiA  %  a  lady  of  great  apcomplifliments,  .ihe  wife 
of  PoMPEY,  and  the  daughter  of  Jyii^us  QjESAlt.  ^Sbe 
died  in  child-bed,  and  Pompey  had  eiven  orders  for  her  in- 
terment at  Alha^i  amongil '  his  anceftors  r  but  the  Roman 
people  put  a  Aop  to  his  defign,  they  (eized  the  cotpis,  and 
interred  her  with  the  higheit  honours,  and  the  utmoft  mag- 

*   Sec  Plutarh's  Life  of  Pompiy. 
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nificcncc  in  the  field  BfMpiKS.  From  the  immature  death 
of  this  excellent  young  lady,  mav  be  dated,  the  miferable 
cfFefts  of  the  civil  war :  during  tnc  time  (he  lived,  by  her 
dutiful  b^aviour  to  lifer  father, '  ^d  by  het  endearing  'afSco 
tion  |x>  her  ihulband,  .flie  kept  up,  and  cemented  an  union 
betwixt ^CiEsAR  and  Pomps Y,  die  breach  of  which  proved 
afterwards  fiitalto'  thtadMves,  but  mudi  more  deflrudlivc  tb 
Rnm*  ■   ;         •     •       •  ' 

.There  is  one  particular  in  this  epiftle,  that  adds  great 
Juftre  to  the  charader  of  Vbrginivs,  Ufus  eflfirma  vaktu^* 
dimi  nditksidmm^mirtisJuriorbf^orque^jedbtciffi  laudaUlif^ 
'*  He  had  enjoyed,duringhis  whole  life-time,  an  uninterrupted 
^^  ftate  of  vigofcKis  healS)^  but  the  manner  of  his  death  W9 
/*  both  paiimiT  and  tedious*  Upon  this  occafion  he  difco^ 
^  vered  fo  much  conftancy  and  refolution,  that  he  drew 
^<  uponhimfelf  the  admiration  and  praife  of  all,  who  faw 
^^(o  melancholy  ah  inibnce  of  his  •  fortitude.  Peeviflme6» 
.and  impatience,  are  top ^en  concomitant  to  dd  age  :  we 
are  .thfi\.upoQ.tte  borders  of  another  world,  and  all  plea*- 
fures  and  expe£btions  in  this  life  are  over.  Amufementiv 
and:  die  gay  trifles ' of 'defire  ceafe  to  charm:  the  fires  of 
love  are  extineui£hed :  ambition  is  no  more :  the  fpirits  ate 
iiiKXfti^  the  ftreii^  fails ;  and  alas  !  what  remains,  is  but 
labour  and  forrow.  Thefe  are  the  hard  conditions^  upon  which 
we  generally  purchafe  the  confummation  of  fourfcore  years. 
VsRoiNit^s,  whom  Pliny,  throughout  this  epiftle,  de- 
fcribes  as  a  man  bom  under  a  very  fortunate  conftellation, 
had  efcaped  the  miferies  of  age,  and  wa^  enjoying  the  blef- 
fings  of  a  gradual  eafy  decay :  but  in  the  accident,  that 
gave  occafion  to  his  death,  an  accident,  which  happened  to 
him  juft  as  he  received  a  frefh  accumulation  of  honours, 
he  was  deftined  to  undergo  inexpreffible  torment*  Here 
came  on  his  hours  of  trial ;  when  he  was  obliged  to  fum- 
mon  up  all  his  philofophy,  and  to  fortify  himfclf  with  the 
armour,  of  patience  and  refignation;  which  he  did^  and 
thereby  acquired  as  much  praifb,  as  in  any  other  part  ef 
his  etoribus  life  :  fo  that  upon  the  whole,  we  have,  in  d^ 
epiftle  before  us,  one  of  the  moft  finiihed  charaders  to  be 
found  among  the  ancients,  a  great  and  a  good  old  xnan^ 
who,  by  a  rare  felicity. 
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Lmior  tt  nuUer  fuk  dtctdMi  /buOSK 

WboTe  ifge  Imt  ibfttiiM  dMi  loiirib  pim  4^ 
As  wmtcr-fruits  grow  mM,  ^tl^ihciy  deea^  \ 

The  latcor  part  of  &is  tpMle^arriti  In  h  itodiimftar  of"  ft 

moft  noble,  tender,  and  virtuous  difpofitioA ;  and  the'  tetM 
^kfelf  redounds  more  to  the  honour  «f  P&IMT,  tidin  Of  Ver^ 
ciKius.  jMf^  ^  ianqudm  immohtram  imrum  ifm  in  Jku 
tu$ iifiiam :  fi tamifi fat 9ft  nui jkN^^  dMmrn^mtum  h^ 
^are^  fuA  tanti  viri^martalitas  nktfjti  finUM  fium  «/##  tfl  : 
^  Though  RuFt^s^,  fftyi  oar  author,  had  psl&d  his  «lghtV 
^  third  year,  yet  I  tiittft  look  opM  1^  dekh  as  unififliely, 
^  and  I  weep  for  Mm  %  ymt  bofiMi  maft  tiesivt  nhjr  ttfa/!$, 
«<  as  for  a  friend,  whom  1  have  Ibmwft  t06  linfoi  ina  trttoih 
^  I  bare  loft  too  ibofi :  hi  Jb§uld  baiu  M4i  UMfiif  t  ydt,  I 
<•  ouj^  not  to  iay  htf  is  dead$  fiicb  fl  msn  Cflti  l»im  M: 
^  he  only  hroaks  looft  fiom  fifi^  and  rtttttoi  itfa  iiOSsMh 
••  oilfty/" 

k  wotM  be  needleft  to  otfer  tb6  Idaft  MiUntfiif  dp^ 
'  liuitences,  which  follow  fboft  ainady  ^f«Mdy  and  wMiA 
elofe  this^  epiftfe.    VBHomiuii  ^iM^  /   V<ic«lN<trii  #1^ 
gh9f  he.    The  h^  and  moft  k^g  paM{thnt4  ^^ 
anediatdy  arife  in  the  read^s  ^wn  htmlt:  faff  whd  has  M( 
kft  a  fhend?  and wftav  coontiy  hai  ndf  MkZftmSml 

^  Vidr  HoaATc  •  tirft^ 

EP  IS  TL1£    It 

Pliny  ^(?  Vale kiuft  pAULtfNtrt* 

J  Am  angry^  I  am  not  certa&i,  wficrficr  I  haw  rtar- 
fon  for  my  anger,  but  1  am  aflgry.  Lov^^  ye« 
ow,  is  fometioies  unreafonable,  often  ungorem^ 
able,  always  jeaJious.  The  found^oo-  o^  my  mgsst 
IS  great :  I  know  not  If  it  be  juft^  but,  I  beUcfvef 
it  no  lefs  juft,  than  great-  I  am  extremely  inccnfcd, 
that  I  have  received  no  letter  from  you,  in  fo  long  a 
4ime :  you  have  one  way  only  to  appe^de  me  i  write 

often. 
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often,  and  let  your  letters  hq  long :  this  ia  tfee  fingle 
cxcufe  I  fhall  adnn^t  as  real }  |tll  others  wiU  ^{^pear  to 
me  frivolous.  I  will  not  he^  ^  cgnvnoa  rrafions  i 
*'  I  was  not  at  Rom^  arJ  We  hwi  fo  ouicH  bu- 
**  finefe :"  Only  the  Gods  forbid  you  fhould  fay, 
f <  I  h%VB  npl  bPW  v^U"  I  Wd,  at  my  vijla^  Ibme- 
times  very  ftudiouai  ibmetinics  vnry  i^  :  kifure  is 
die  fource  of  both.    Adieu. 

# 

OBSRR  VAT  JONS, 

•  •  ■  ,  _  - 

What  Terence  fays  of  iQve^  may  be  applied  tp  fruwd* 
Alp)  eQ)eeia% «  the  lat^r,  certaiQ  fenfuai  appetites  [ox* 
tq^dl,  is  the  Roite  paffioii,  as  t^efbrmi^r^'apd  a^  ih  die 
ftine  nuuuier  upon  the  hdhd.    In  am^4  hate  mnia  wfint 
iiitia ':  ^  infurim^  ^Jj^idonfSy  Inin^i^itiay  inducta^  hettum^  pa^ 
rurfkt :  ^*  in  love  are  0  thelfe  exccflfc?  united:  provoc^tiQ«isi 
f ^  Aifpicfons,  rejfbntmerits,  retUrns  of  affe£Uon ;   n^vt  w^« 
<<  then  peace."    And  accordingly,  Pliny  begins  Y^  letter 
wkk  all  dieieeming  ^gev  of  difappoint^d/riendp^p  \  r  doul}t> 
Mi  «diAnil(,irf^  Kl^r  i^  ^rft  p^rt,^  and,'  Baizes  of  reCe^t^ 
sittitfucceed  iittim.  lir  denounpe^  war  ag^lnftPAULi^NV^  | 
Slid  rdblfes  to  accept  of  qo  ter;^$  t>f^  accommodation^  UAt 
fcfe  paft  neglfeflts  are  repaired  by  a  future  puhatu^l  corre.- 
|^nden(pe.  Long  and  conftaht  myft  be  the  letters,,  tha^  ai:# 
to  puiacha^  the  rcaft  hppes.  of  reconcilement/  But  wheiu 
upon  recolledion,  our  tender-heart«d  author  begins  to  ima- 
gine, that  poflibly  his  friend  may  have  been  iQdifpofedj  he 
melts  at  once,  and  all  is  peace  again,     lllud  entm  nee  Dii 
fincmt^  «/,   INFIRM lOR.     "  The  Gods  forbid,  that 
^^  illnefs  fhould  >have  hindered  m^  fro^  the  happinefs  of 
"  hearing  from  you  :  I  can  bear  any  othef  excufe  :  let  my 
*•  friend  enjoy  his  health,  and  I  will  copjiplain  no  more.*' 
Here,  we  fee  the  flux-  and  reflux  of  affection  ;  the  ebbings 
and  Bowings  of  focial  love ;  which  appear  like  a  calm  even- 
ing ti^,.  t^  feems,  to  dsp^  flowtv  ^d,  itJiwiJttilgfy  fiK)i«i 
the  (bpr«,.  b^t  returnsi  agaia  with  aoublje.  ^j|ce^.  and  all^the 
impetuoljnr  of  afwelliMfea^  ,        *  : 

Fnei;id{hip  is.  of  fo .^^Qcate  and:  fo  nice!  a  texture,,  fo  de« 
fe/icelefi  againflf  ev3  impreffions,  anc]:  fo  sfpf  to  wither  ^t  the 
^oft  Uaft  of  jealoufy^  that  v^  may  &y  wiidsrif  ORAC^y 

*Tcf.  Eunuch.  A&  i;^  Seen.  t. 
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Felice  f  teTj  it  ampUus^ 
^uds  irrupta  tenet  copula ;  nee  maUs 

Divumis  juerimdmis^ 
Suprema  cittus  fohet  emt»r£e\        ^    . 

'  .  ■   ' 

^  Happy,  thrice  happy  diey^'  whole  frietidfhips  prove 
f<  One  conftant  fcene  of  unmolefted  Ipfe ; 
<<  Whofe  hearts  rkht  tempered  feel  op'various.turns  } 
<^  No  coohiefs  chills  them,  and  no  madnefs  bums. 
^  But,  free  from  anger,  doubts,  and;  jealous  fear, 
<c  Die  as  they  liv'd,  united  and  fincere/* 

The  love  betwixt  friends  is  certaiidy  jnoft  harmonious 
when  wound  up  to  the  highefl;  pitchi  ^bub  at  that  veqr 
lime,  i8ingreateftdauiger.orbreaking:^an4.¥Lponthe 
the  ftrongm  friendfliips  may  be  comparei^^to  ijie  ftrongqft 
towns,  which  are  too  well  fortified  to  be  taKeh  tyjr  open  at« 
tacks,  but  are  always  liable  to  be  undermined-  by  treachery^ 
orfurprife, 

Paullinvs,  to  whom  this  epiftle  is  addrefled,  waatbe 
particular  friend  of  Vespasian,  and  from  that  motive^  bih 
came  one  of  the  chief  inftruments  in  divefttnig  Vitellius 
of  the  imperial  dignl^,  and  in  conferring  the  empire  upon 
Vespasian.  His  friendfliip  alfo  to  Pliny  muft  have  been 
temarkable,  fince,  at  his  death,  he  bequeathed  by  will,  all 
his  freedmen  to  our  author  $  well  knowing  the  happinefii 
they  were  certain  to  enjoy,  under  fuch  a  ttSBkx  ^ 

;  Hon  Ode  13.  Lib.  I.        f  See  Book  xo.  Ep.  113. 

EPISTLE     m. 

Pliny  /aNepos. 

THE  fame  of  IsiEus  was  great,  before  he  m* 
peared  among  us ;  and  yet,  by  his  prefence,  he 
has  furpailed  all  expe^ation.  His  fkculties,  his  powd- 
ers, and  his  wit,  are  inexhauftible  \  his  fpeeches  are 
unprenieditated,  and  yet  appear  as  correft,  as  if  they 
had  beea  long  compofed :  his  ftyle  is  Grecian  ;  true 

Attic; 
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Attic :  his  introdu£bions  are  neat,  elegant^  and  en- 
gaging; ibinetimes  weighty  and  fubUme  :   he  exhi- 
bits many  themes  for  controverfy,  and  permits  his 
audience  to  choofe  the  theme,  upon  which  he  fhall 
Ipeak ;  nay^  often  leaves  to  his  audience,  which  fide 
of  the  controyerfy  he  fhall  maintain.    He  rifes,  he 
adjufts  his  veftments,  he  beg^os  with  as  much  flu- 
ency, as  if  all  fubjefts  were  prepared  to  his  hands  : 
his  lenfe  is  found  and  deep,  and  his  expreflions  occur 
with  ea(e,  expreifions  exquifitely  polite.    His  moft 
iudden  difcourfes  fhew,  that  he  has  employed  much 
time  in  reading  and  writing.     He  opens  his  ibeeches 
with  great  adkirefs ;  his  narrations  are  clear,  nis  dif- 
putadons  fharp,  his  condufions  ftrong,  and  the  orna- 
mental part  extremely  high  fini(hed  :  in  a  word,  he 
inftrufts,  he  delights,  and  he  conquers  ;  and,  which 
you  can  icarce  bring  yourfelf  to  believe,  as  his  rea^ 
lonings  and  re^exions  are  very  juft,  fo  he  frequently 
mixes  fyUogiftical  arguments  in  his  difcourfe,  all  clote 
and  to  die  purpofe  *,  which  it  is  difficult  to  do,  even  in 
compofition.    His  memory  is  fo  incredible,  that  he 
can  repeat  over  again  his  extemporary  orations  with- 
out miffing  a  word :  To  fuch  a  habit  has  he  attained 
by  ftudy  and  praftice ;  for  he  exercifes  himfelf  in  this 
manner,  without  giving  the  leafl  attention  to  any 
thing  elfe,  night  and  day.     He  is  turned  of  fixty, 
and  is  (till  but  a  rhetorician  in  the  fchools.     It  is 
in  that  fpecies  of  men  we  find  a  fimplicity,  a  fin- 
cerity,  and  a  goodnefs,  no  where  to  be  exceeded :  for 
we,  who  are  verfed  in  the  forum^  and  in  real  caufes, 
contrail  a  certain  habitual  rancour,  even  againft  our 
will :  but  in  the  fchools  and  halls  of  rhetoric,  as  the 
caufe  is  always  feigned,  fo  the  condudt  of  it  is  harm- 
lefs  and  free  from  malice ;  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
ftance,  particularly  tp  old  men.    For  what  can  be  a 
greater  happinefs  to  age,  than  to  enjoy  the  unmo- 
lefted  freedom  of  youth  ?   For  thefe  reafons  I  look 
upon  Isi£us  not  only  as  the  moft  eloquent,  but  the 
:    Vol.  L  M  mofl 
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moft  happy  man  in  the  world.     And,  if  you  arc  not 
impatient  to  be  known  to  him,  you  are  made  cithci' 
of  iron  or  ftone.     If  therefore  you  have  no  other 
call,  if  you  are  not  inclined  to  come  to  fee  me,  at 
kaft  come  to  hear  Isi«us.    Have  you  never  reddj 
that  2^  citizen  of  Gadesj  fired  with  the  name  and  high 
charaftcr  of  Livy,  came  iTrom  the  fartheft  confines 
of  the  globe  to  fee  him,  and  having  feen  him,  im- 
mediately returned  back  again  fatisfied  ?    It  would 
betray  a  want  of  tafte,  and  learning  ;  it  would  be  an 
Unpardonable  lazinefs,  nay,  almoft  an  irreparable  diC- 
grace,  not  to  covet  the  acquaintance  of  fo  great  a 
man;  an  acquaintance,  that  miift  be -at  once  j^ree- 
able,  honourable,  and  inftruftivi.    You  will  anwer ; 
*'  I  have  here  with  me  authors,  not  in  the  k^  infe- 
*'  rior  to  him  in  karning,  and  thofe  I  read/*    True : 
But  the  opportunity  of  reading  is  always  in  your 
power ;  the  opportunity  of  hearing  is  not.     Bcfides^ 
ieiccording  to  the  proverb ;   *'  What  the  ear  hears, 
•'  ftands  in  no  need  to  be  guefled  at^**    And,  fop- 
pofe  what  you  read  in  itfdfmorc  afieftiftg,  yet  cer- 
tainly the  pronunciation,  the  countenance,  the  di^ls, 
the  gcfture  of  an  orator,  imprint  his  leflbns  more 
deeply  upon  the  mind :  unkfe  we  are  of  opmcMij 
that  wh^t  iEscHiNEs  told  the  Rhodians,  when   he 
read  to  them  the  oration  df  Demosthines,  was 
falfe.     The  Rhodians    charmed  with  the  oration j 
gave  the  higheft  figns  of  applaufe-,  upon  which  it  is 
reported,    that   the  Athenian  cried  out,    ^'-^What 
♦'  would  you  have  laid,  had  you  heard  that  furious 
<*  beaft  roar  out  his  own  Words  !**    And  ^schines^ 
if  we  ttiay  believe  Dimosthene*,  -was  an  orator 
moft  powerfiil  in  his  elocution.     Yet,  he  allowed  the 
fSm^  things  to  have  been  much  better  pronounced 
by  him,  who  had  conceived  them.    To  iWiat  purpdlc 
have  I  writ  this  letter  ?  To  perfuade  you  to  attoid 
IsiBus,  or  at  Icaft  to  hear  him  once,  that-  you-  m^y 
have- it  in  your -power  to  fay  you -have -heard  hia>. 
Farewell.  —    .  OB- 
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:  TKe  ^jtt|»  of  rh^prlc  Wi^re  th^  firft  fteps  to  ehqxu^ncti 
Inb^  Wdre  the  I0U9  with  which  yoving  orators  began,  ana  hy 
'WBfii  ^y  trnned  to  ipanage  fharper  wes^ns,  ancf  to  jam 
vidories  in  iht  f&rum  and  at  the  bar.     '^  Ilhetorlc»  layg 
LordfiACOHT,  ^^  is  fubfervient  to  the  imaginatiooj  as  logic 
"  is  to  the  un<i|!|:flandi0g.''     Or,  to  quote  the  words  of  an-» 
other  author^  ^-  Rhetoric  and  oratory  differ,  as  the  theory 
^^  from  the  prai^ce;   the  rhetorician  teacher  the  rules  of 
*'  eloquence  the  orator  ufes  them  to  advantage*"     Notwijth* 
Handing  thefe  definitions,  the  tWo  ternls  are  proniifcuoully 
iipplied*     But  Is^us,  *wbo  U  now  befi^re  us,,  never  appear^ 
at  tHf  bur')  he  taught  in  tbe  fchools,  ai^d  exercifed  hid  elp-^ 
j^uencr  tiicrt  only.    No  motives  could  induce  him  to  plunge 
himfelf  intQ  th<?  iniquitous  pradices  of  the  forum^  where 
juftice  an4  tf^on  were  ofxsn  trampled  uppa  by  tyijanriy  anj 
powers  a^d  where  the  laws  of  the  public  wese  forced  to 
nye  way  to',  the  fploen  and  refentment  of  particular  sieii  t 
S^an^i  if9  tsMVM,  iun  diftrttffirmim  tfintftmy  ver^m  fti^nf^ 
iwiffimum  judidQ :  ^^  And  therefor^,  faysPxibrV^  I  do  xapt 
^  16<^  tspM  lis  JEUs  as  the  wifeft,  but  as  the  hsppieft  piipj^  t 
^^  kaom**    -Our  author  a  little  before  remarks,  Nosj  aifi  in 
for^verifpteUtihis  terimur^  muhum  tdaUtia^  quatmAs  fioiinm^p 
fdjifdhtus:  ^'  Ijt  is  4nu>offible  for  us  lawyers,  to  preferv^ 
^^  purfelves   entirely  n-ee  foom    bia&   and    prepo&ffioDs 
^  our  dilutes  are  in  eameft,  and  we  are  .Carried  greater 
^  length  by  our  paflions,  than  we  ought  to  go :  wQer€ia9r 
^^  Ae  rhttario2a$  fyfsk  oniyin  caufes,  which  are  &iffifi 
^  land  in^igliMcy ;  and  confequently  create  no  enemieSt  ^ 
^  Cttufe  iJMiy  do  Jio  wrpng  :    and  I  have  pbi^rved,  |hat 
M :  liu^  are  men  of  great  evenneis  of  temper^  great  finceritv^ 
**^9',p^t  ijprighfhefe.    Their  fopls  are  pear  from  tne 
^  Ipurdens,  with  which  our  confciences  are.  perpetually  op^ 
H  jweffei-''  .  ^ 

Thiaugh  Pliny  Ipeaks  to  this  purpole,'  and  aJlQWs  ropok 
Toi!'dita  pguiaphrafe;  yset  we  may  be  fure  he  wa^  guilty  of  no 
ichielj  no  unjuft,  no  tefe  a^Hpn  whatfocver.  As  be  was  ^ 
iuryftu  he  joins  Kfoftl^  with  his  hretbren^  and  writes  in^he 
jluTdl  numbbr. 


(1  - 
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^la  omnia  hac  tendunt;  ut  audias  Isjeum  :  vel  idea  tan-^ 
tuffij  ut  audierisk  '  This  laft  fentence  in  the  epiiUe  will  admit 
of  a  diiFerent  interpretation,  from  that  which  is  already  in- 
fcrtcd:  .*^  My  letter,  fays  Pliny,  tends  to  twopurpofes; 
^*  either  to,  induce  you  to  hear  Isjevs  zt  Rome  i  or,  at 
**  leaft,  to  make  you  fo  perfeftly  acquainted  with  his  per- 
^^  ion,  and  mainner  of  elocution,  diat  you  may  feeiii  to  have 
«  heard  ^im.''       ^  ^ 

•  ■■.■■'■     ^  ■■  : 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    IV. 

Pliny   /«"  Calvin  A. 

■'■■■■ 

HA  D  y6ur  fether  died  b  debt  to  many  people, 
or  had  dwed  to  any  one  pcrfon  fo  much  as  to 
ine ;  it  would  have  been  a  doubt,  prhaps,  whether 
you  ou^t  in  prudence  to  have  undertaken  the  eite- 
cution  of  hb  will  J  an  aft,  that  might  have  drawn 
even  a  man  into  difficulties.  But  \yrhen  I,  led  by 
the  confideration  of  our  affinity,  had  paid  off  all  tl^ 
tc&j  who  were  more  importunate,  I  will  not  fay 
more  tfoublefome,  and  remained  the  otily  creditor, 
and  had  contributed  a  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  * 
towards  your  marriage  portion,  befides  that  fum, 
Mfhichjk.^a;^  your  father  expreffed  himfelf,  was  in  d 
manner  to  oe.p^d  out  of  py  eiBfefts,  for  indeed  it 
was  to  be  raifed  from  what  was  due  to  mei  you  had 
a  ftrong  proof  of  my  eafy^  difpofitionj  and  fhould 
have  relied  on  it  fo  far,  as  to  have  defeiided  the  re- 
putation and  honour  of  your  deceafed  parent  t  and, 
that  I  may  hot  exhort  you  to  fiidi  an  ^On  more  by 
words  thah  by  deeds,  I  acquit  you,  frcffil  thb'  ttio*- 
mentj  of  whatever  was  due  to  me  from  your  fatten 
Be  not  in  the  leaft  apprehenfive,  that  fuch  a  prefent 
tHli  fall  tbo  heavy  upon  me :  it.  is  troey  loy  income 
i$  moderate^  iand  y^  thy  dignities  are  6tp^rifive ;  'und 
I  knbw  hot  whether  the  revetnires  6f  wy  eftatc  arc 
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kfs  in  value,  or  more  uncertain,  from  the  fituadon 
of  it.  But,  whatever  is  wanting  in  income,  is  made 
up  in  oeconomy  ;  which,  like  a  fpring,  fupplics  a 
conftant  ftream  to  my  liberality.  However,  my 
bounties  ought  to  be  fuch,  as  not  to  exhauft  by  pnH 
fofion  the  fountains,  from  whence  they  rife :  to  all 
others,  they  fhall  be  kept  within  bounds  :  but  I  fhall 
ftand  fufficiently  juftified,  if  to  you  they  are  lUfFercd 
to  overflow.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS* 

>  Among  die  Romans,  the  baredesj  or  heirs,  were  diftia* 
guUhed  under  three  deiiomtnations  :  They  were  either  ificifr 
fariiy  Jut  it  neceffarii^  or  extraneL 

The  hares  nniffarius  was  a  bondman ',  inftituted  heir  ; 
and  who  a6^ed  as  fuch,  whether  he  would  or  not,  and  had 
his  freedom^ 'Conftandy,  and  of  courfe  given  to  him,  for  his 
having  beeii  involved  in  that  trouble  ;  the  wdrd  harei  not 
being  confined  to  the  inheritance  of  land  only,  but  alfo  to 
the  perfonal  cffefts.  '    > 

"  The  b^edes  fui  et  necejfarii  were  all  the  children  of  the 
deceafed,  whether  males  or  females  :  and  they  were,  obliged 
to  a&  as  fuch,  unlefs  diiinherited  for  fome  j^ift  o^ufe^  not 
had  it  in  their  power  to  refufe  the  execution  of  that  cdSc^ 
but  by  a  particular  permifSon  from  thcfnetor. 

The  extranet  were  thofe,  who  were  nAi^tr  hdndmetty  hoir 
under  the  power  of  the  tejiator  ;  and  who  might  Sm9:,  or  not 
aft,  as  th^  thought  fit 

Calvxka  was  appomted  hares  by  the  will  of  her  £u 
ther,  and  therefore  was  hares  fua  et  necejfaria\  bitfd'  ihe  bp* 
ing  apptehenfive,  dut  her  father's  ^Se&s  were  not  fufficieitt 
to  anfwcr.bjsh  debts,  was  defirous  to  avoid  the  trouble  c^ 
{KTQving  the;wil)>  and  intended  to  gain  a  perinifilpn'frQm  ihe 
frator^  to  difengage  herfelf  from  afting  as  exe^butrix,  ahd 
to  have  a  bondman  appointed  to  eafe  her  of  diit  burdeni  ' ' 

■'•-•■  ^^  •  ■      ..         ..-^     .:■-  . 

*.'The  reafoiLexppefly  given  fortbw  inftitnUon  is  this-.fj Jl^ofe, 
t^  who  died  i^uck  in  debt,  ufed  to  appoint  t  bondm^  Iji^ir,' that 
f*  in.fome  meafare  the  reproacK  of  poverty  mi^hc fkn 'tipon  the 
^^  bondman,  <'dnd' that  the  crc^ditdft  might  ffeizc  thofe  goods, 
S*  which  ieemed  rather  to  belong  to  their  heir,  than  to  the  teftator.** 


'"^    *      i:  ■' 
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Ptivr  unwillmg,  thit  the  Icaft  reprWU:h  fhould  &11  up6n 
flie  memory  of  his  dcceafed  friend,  prefles  the  danghtftr  io 
undertake  the  execution  of  her  father's  will ;  Debes  famam 
M^Mn£\i  pudoremque  fufcipere :  <*  You  ought,  fays  he,  t<J  uh* 
*^  dertake  the  defence  of  your  father's  reputation,  and  to 
••  fkreen  his  memory  from  the  fcandal  and  rt^kx>ach  of  po-* 
'*  vcrty.**  .  To  induce  her  to  tread  In  the  piith  of  hOhdiir, 
which  he  liere  points  but,  we  behold  him  afiing  in  ft  nun- 
ttitt  fo  uiicdmmonly  benevolent^  that  in  all  antiquity  thei^ 
are  few  examples  to  equal  it.  But  the  particular  )^3  6f  g6-^ 
nerofity  are  fo  clearly  expreffed,  and  fo  fenfibly  notified  in 
-  this  epiAle,  that  they  deither  Wai^t  a  comment,  nor  require 
a  recommendation.  They  muft  charm  every  reader ;  and 
A^ie^  Mfiib  pftre  not  tb  imitate,  will  at  leaft  be  obliged  to 
?i|)ptiuid  the  ilrklimited  greatnefe  of  Plinths  foul. 

EPISTLE    V. 
Pliny   fo   Lupercuj. 

/T^  H  E  fpecch,  which  you  have  fo  oftpn  impor* 
JL  tuned  ttie  to  communicate,  and  which  I  have 
jis  ofen  promif^d  ybu,  I  now  fend ;  but  you  havt  it 
intompleat :  the  remainder  in  my  hands  ftill  wants 
the  laix  polilh.  In  the  fn^an  time,  I  thought  it  not 
;tmifs  to  fubniit  fuch  parts  to  your  judgement,  as 
Icena  to  mc  moft  finiftied  and  corred.  I  entreat  you 
will  apply  your  attention  to  thefe  papers  with  as  fcru-^ 
pulous  a  hioety,'  as  if  you  yourfeif  were  the  author. 
Nothing  I  have  eVer  yfet  compofed  demairffd  from 
tnc  a  greater  degree  of  exadnefe.  In  my  other 
feeeches  1  hoped  to  gain  fymt  reputation,  cry  ttiy 
culigence  and  by  my  integrity  ;  but  in  this,  by  th6 
love,  which  I  liianifefted  for  my  country.  From 
which  laft  motive,  my  book  has  Iwelled  to  a  confide^ 
|rable  bulk.  For,  whilft  I  took  pleafune  in  heighten- 
ing the  beauties  of  my  native  foil,  and  in  letting 
her  forth  in  all  her  pomp  of  charms,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  alfo  to  defend  her  honour^  and  to  exalt 
her  gk)ry.    Hpwevcr,  pray  reduce  it,  as  you  ihall 
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think  rcafonable.  ,For,  when  I  conGder  the  cenlbri- 
ous  diibofition,  and  4;he  delicacy  of.  moft  readers,  I 
^m  fenfible,  that  I  xHight  to  look  for  part  of  my 
p^fe.  from  tjlie  iiioderate  fize  of  my  book. 
,  Xet^.whai;  will,  feem  grange  to  you,  and  indeed 
very  iao^nij^nt  wjldi  this  requeft,  is,  thatjndt\\^T 
framing  the  ^verity  I  kive  required  from  vbu,  I!aca 
pbliged  to  i»fift>  that  .you  will  let  many  things  pals 
uncriticifed.  For,  there  is  great  indd^eace  to  be 
^ven  to  yppjdifiiU  readers,  dpecially  where  the  fubjecl 
will  .perroit.  jjt.  For  example  •,  the  ddcription  of 
pbces^  y^ch  ^u  will  frequently  meet  with  throughr 
out  ihe^bo^^j  jt^if  npt  only  be  painted  in  an  hiilx)n- 
cal,  but  in  A  poetical  manner*  But  if  any  one  ihould 
unagine,  that  in  this  inftance,  I  have  ibared  into  un- 
warrantable flints,  not  altogether  confident  with  the 
ferioufnels  of  an  oration,  permit  me  to  fay  to  that 
grave  peribii)  diat  there  are  other  parts  of  the  fpeeck 
exaftiy  fitted  to  the  folemnity  of  his  difpofition.; 
which  ought  to  mitigate  the  leverity  of  his  cenfure. 
I  have  endeavoured,  as  much  aspofiible^.to  engage 
different  forts  of  readers  by  different  fctts  of  ftyle;. 
foT^  as  on  one  hand,  I  have  reafon  to  fear,  that  par^ 
tfcular  parts  may  not  pleafe  particular  people,  from 
the  peculiar  turn  of  their  difpofition  ;  fo,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  have  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  great 
variety  in  my  ffcech  may  make  it  acceptable  to  all. 
Writing  is  iike  making  an  entertainment,  for  al- 
thou^  esvery  man  does  not  tafte  every  difh^  we  all 
join  to  praife  the  fupper  in  general ;  nor  are  we  lefs 
pleafed  with  thofe  things,  which  are  ^recableto  our 
appetite,  becaule  there  are  others,  which  our  appetite 
cannot  relifh.  In  the.  fame  manner  I  would  have  this 
performance  relifliable  to  every  palate  j  npt  that  I 
flatter  myfelf  with  a  belief  of  having  readied  this 
pepfeflaon  :. J  am  fonly  fure,  that  I  tr-^  to  rqach  it ; 
aD^i  perhaps,  not  in  vain,  if  you  miii  exert  your  dili«- 
gcnce  in  iicvifing  the  papers,  which  I  now  lend  you, 
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{md  thofe,  which  (hall  fbon  follow.  Here,  you  will  fay,' 
it  is  impofliblc  to  coircft  in  the  manner  you  ought, 
withotit  feeing  the  whole  Ijpecch  tog^dr.  I  cornels 
it  5  b\it  whilft  theft  imperfedt  (heets  iji  before  you, 
th^  will  become  more  and  more  fm^^v  to  your 
ofaiervations  ^  and  fome  of  them  are-  q^  ,iuch  a  na* 
ture,  that  they  may  be  feparately  corrected.  Thus, 
if  you  faw  a  head,  or  any  other  member,' disjcnnted 
from  a'  cofhpleat  ftatue,  you  could  not  indeed  from 
thence  judge  of  the  lymmetry  and  prOTdrtton  of  the 
whole  figure,  but  you  might  judge  of  the  exiftnefe 
of  that  particular  part.  This  is  the  reafcii,  that  Ipe- 
cimois  pf  books  are  handed  about  y  becaufe  £>me 
parts  of  a  fubjed):  may  be  looked  upoof^scompleat, 
though  tmconnefted  with  the  reft.  I  fiiid  the  plea^ 
fure  of  talking  to  you  has  led  me  farther,  than  I  in- 
tended to  go,  I  will  therefore  conclude,  left  I  exceed 
in  a  letter  the  bounds,  which  I  would  prcfcribe  even 
%o  ^  oration.    Farewell, 

OB  S  ER  VAT  IONS. 

Bj  this  letter  we  find,  that  Fliky. having  mzit  a  f pecch  ? 
in  honour  .c£  Im  native  country  Comum  defiire$  Xupeiicus 
to  loc4^  over  that  part  of  it,  which  he  fends  hiin,  and  to  render;, 
it  33  cofT^flt  as  poflible.  We  have  feen  feveral  pf  J*LI^JY*s 
preceding  letters  much  to  the  fame  purpofe.  'Itwasacoh- 
ftant  rule  with  him  to  be  extremely  lolicitous  for  his  worK, 
before  they'^appeared,  and  to  read  them  to  the  moft  ciompe- 
tent  judges  he  couid  fetedt  among  his  acquaintance, 'that 
they  might  come  out  perfeftly  accurate,  and  wolthy  the  ore-, 
cepition  pf  the  public.  This  is  wjiat  every  w^^^^^^  ^"B^ 
to  do. 

Truft  not  yourfelf,  but  your  defe%  to  know, 
Make  ufe  pf  every  friend,  and  every  foe  •^. 

.But  the  misfortune  is,  that  thofe,  who  want  ihoflcorree-. 
tion,  can  Icaft  bear  it,  and  are  leaft  improved  by  it :  liijt,^  \ 
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atfTes^  thejr  ksok^^t.tbe  fpur^  but  move  not  one  ftepfomnutb.'^ 
However  it  muft^be.allowedy  tbiittbe  beft  authors  areoften 
too  p^2^  ^o  ti^  qyrn^  warkif«   ,{^^  epiftle  js  liable  to 
objq^ioi)s  :  \wlpiii'  rtiNY  IS  iiitrat^g  LuPERcus  to  make 
his^Bobkleis^"'  W?  fa  likewife  ktteniptin^  to  ddfbii^  every   ' 
pait'df  itj*ait3  hsls  fomethihgtcrfeyin  virtdicatibn  ti^eato' 
particular  'ilWfe^  it  contains :  fo  that  he  feem^i'jiti^de^" 
firottiio-havetJcUe^ matter  of  it  conrefted,  than  the  iise  6f  It- 
reduced^  .rTher^  u  ^  certainly  too  much  room  for  fiich  zt^ 
ms^f  and  it  mffrbe;  fMrtner  faid,  that  he  flattfirs.  himi^> 
with' a  very  ^vf^l^  c^xpef^tion  of  pleating  all  the  world,.   B«|t. 
there  .WQyld  b|i jjo^^nd  c^  fuch  criticiims  :  one  ten4e^.iendi- 
Qieht^  one  geilerQi^'t^  or  one  hlgh^finiflied  ehaiafier, 

mak^  imeticW'^^  ia  thoufand  errors  of  this  kfrHdj'wfak&i 
floijr  Worn  tfiti^'feme-  prgtidice  in  an  author  towards  Ki' 
work^i'^4fi>aapaiiem  towards  his  child,  a  certain  blind  $t» 
fo&wA^  dvat  taktis  rife  in  nature,  and  is  generelly  canried  tO: 
excels.  ■  '.';:■:?  .;■';■:' 

-      I    ■:,■;'.'.    ,  ]    -.0'..:  -.    r  r    -       v>     . 

-       .>:e  p  I  s  t  l  e   VI.  r 

Pliny  to  Junius  Avitus. 

I 

IT  would  be  too  tecfious,  nor  is  it  of  any  great 
confequrace  to  tell  you,  how  I,  (not  over^t  to 
run  into  faniiliarities,J  happened  to  fup  at  the  houfe 
of  a  certain  perfon,  who,  in  his  own  opinion,  makc$ 
a  moft  elegant  figure,  and  lets  up  for  an  excellenc 
OBConomift: ;  but  who,  iiji  my  opinion,  is  both  lbrdi4 
and  extravagapt*  To  hinifelf,  and  to  a  few  of  h^ 
feleft  friends,  were  ferved  up  feveral  rarities ;  but  to  - 
the  reft  of  the  company  nothing  but  what  wns  cheap 
and  common,  and  not  enough  even  of  that.  Three 
different  forts  of  wine  made  their  appe.arance  in  three 
different  forts  of  bottles  ;  not  to  narnilh  us  wkh  the ' 
liberty  of  our  choice,  but  to  deprive  us.of  the  right 
of  renifing  •,  for  one  fort  was  for  himfelf,  and  for 
us  5  another  fort  was  for  his  minor  friends,  (for  it  feems 
Jie  has  degrees  of  friends)  and  the  third  for  his  own 
ffecdmcn  and  ours.    During  the  fupper,    my  next 
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neighbour  afked  mc,  if  I  approved  of  tliis  method  ? 
I  anfwered,  No.  What  is  your  own  way  then  ?  fays 
he :  I  replied,  When  I  rtiake  an  invitition,  all  are 
fenred  alike' :  I;  invite  them  with  i  defign  to  enter- 
t^,  not;  to  af&ont  tlhem  -,  and  thofe  i  think  wbrthy. 
of  a  place  at  my  tables  I  rertainly  ii^npk..  worthy  of 
every  thiag  it  affords*  What,,  fay^hi^:  yourfric^r* 
men  ?  Yes  :  for  on  fuch  an  occa&Hiii  k>ok  u^ion 
them  as  my  gueils,  not  as  my  freedmen.  Youf  n^^ 
pers  muft  then  be  very  expsnfive  ?  -No:  i^ttitetlitt 
contrary.  How  can  that  be  ?  Very  eafily :  n^frcid-- 
inen  do  not'  drink  the  faine  wine  4s  J  i  '  out  l  drirfk 
^  £une  wine  as  my  freedmea :  .and  .i^  truth,,  if 
you  are  noc  very  deUcate,  it  is  no^^^sM;  fx$>eng&  ta 
kt  til  your  guefts  eat  and*drink  at  ycur  table>  in  the 
fame  manner  as  yourfelf.  If  you  are  inclined  to  iave 
cxpences,  keep  your  appetite  within  bounds,  and  Ire- 
duce  your  deDres  into  regularity ;  by  which  means 
your  own  temperance  will  gMide  you  into  a  much 
oetter  cecbnomy,  than  this  hau^ty  treatment  of  o- 
ther  people. 

But,  to  what  purpofe  are  all  thefe  particulai's'ij? 
T!i^t  a  young  man,  of  fo  excellent  a  dkpofkkm  i|3 
ybu  are,  Ihould  not  be  betrayed  into  the  imicatibn  of 
Certain  perfons,  who  are  infinitely  extravagant  undtr 
the  (pecious  appearance  of  frugality.  It  is  oonfonant 
to  the  afiediion  I  bear  you,  that,  whenever  aay  ex- 
ample  of  tlus  kind  falls  in  my  way,  I  Ihould^  iet  it 
before  you,  as  a  neceflary  caution  for  your  own.  con- 
^ft.  Kcmember  therefore,  that  nothing -piagbt  to 
ht  more  carefully  avokied,  than  this  new  iaffaioned 
fnixture  of  luxury  and  fordidnefs  -,  two  vices,  which 
ixt  mioft  abominable,  even  when  feparate  and  albu'^ 
der ;  but  infinitely  worfe,  when  joined  together! 
farewell. 
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Therci  are  fto  two  vicesi  that  fcem  more  direflly  bppofk^ 
anci  yet  aceiiior,e  fkixily  united^  than  avarice  and  prodigality^ 
Tfieyoibeh  dwell  in  the  iame  breall,  and  take  equal  ppfleiL 
fidno/  theiaoie  heart  From  this  unnatural  unipn,  is  con*- 
jbndy  fbroKd  a  fbaogC' Jtind  ^f  animal,  exa<^7  Tuch  a 
cTbatui^,  as  is  deTcrib^  in  this  epifile,  wboCe  foul,  like  jL 
motley  coat,  is -a  mixture  of  various  pieces,  and  of  difkr 
rent  colours  :  it^i^^proud  and  fu^miflive,  ilayifh  and  aiTum- 
ing,  oftentatiotii  aid  niggardly,  ighorant  and  vain,  an  oeco- 
ilomift  and  a  fpendthrUit,  an  alms-giver  and  a  cheat,  and, 
upon  the  ^ole^  ^  ^ite  cottpofitioh  of  halves,  making, 
when  joined  together,  one  of  the  moft  hideous  monfters  m 
thfi  n^ridi.  ^.^  A.modfler^  (kjs  AaisTOtdLB^  is  a  defe£l  df 
^^  nature,,  when  a<9ing  towards  fome  end,  (he  cannot  attain 
**  to  it,  b^au^  &me  of  the  principles  are  corruptedL*' 
This'  is  an  exa<^  definition  of  the  perfon,  defcribed  in  't)u8 
epiffle^  wild  attempfed'tb  appear  full  of  generofity  ^nd  pru- 
dejfcci  ^^  '*'i6  tbb  cohiipt- to  be  perfeft  in  any  good  quality 
v^hatKer.  Thti  diftlilAiOii  he  made  in  Ms  guefts,  and  thb 
difieceht  forts  of  Wine  he  gave  them,  difcovered  that  kirid 
irf*  avarice,  Whi(^h  attempts  to  pafs  upon  the  world  for  fru«- 
^lity>;  «very  vice  trying  to  fkreen  itfelf  behind  a  neighbou^- 
*"& .virtue.  A. man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit  would  havechofeif 
ffuefts,  either  equally  dear  to  him,  or  of  equal  rank  among 
tnemfelves.'  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  at  this  varidgated  fup- 
per,  when  we  Have  excepted  Pliny,  the  beft  hearts,  ztA 
tlte  y^  htads,  i^tt  to  be  fdund  amongfl  thofe,  who  fat  at 
thfflovv^r  ftnd  of  cht  table,  and  Ihared  the  worft  part  of  tbt 
feaft.    •  '  > 

The  motives^,  that, induced  our  author  to  write  jdiis  letter^ 
^nd  todefcribe  this  abfurd  entertainment,  are  extremely 
lyorrefpondent  with  all  the  reft  of  his  fentiments.  Avitus 
was  ii.  young  Roman  of  great  hopes,  and  very  promifing 
qiia^i&ca^^ons.  Pliny  could  no  where  have  chofen  a  fit- 
ter 6bj<^  fbr  his  affcftion  :  and  we  fee  him  amicably  fblf- 
citous,  that  his  rifing  genius  Ihould  avoid  the  roclu  anit 
quidc&nds^  upon  which  others,  at  his  time  of  life,  are  too 
apt  to  fplit.  He  fets  forth  the  bafenefs  of  avarice,  and  the 
vain-gloi:y  of  profufenefs,  with  a  fpirit  and  difdain,  which 
)]|!pQii>^  him  9  and  he  r^ommends  temperance  and  fruga- 
lity, 
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lity,  the  true  fources  of  lofte  hfealth  and  long  happinefs,  in  a 
manner  moft  likely  to  mate  an  impreflion  upon  AviTUS. 
He  affareS  him,  that  die  cpiflle  was  written  purely  upon  his 
accounu  and  from  a  friendly  defire  of  pointing  out  to  him 
the  beauties  of  virtue,  and  the  defornime$  of  vice  :  but 
visis  !  the  letter,  the  precepts,  and  die  fricndfliip  were  all 
beftbwed  in  vain.  JtTNius  AviTUS  was  cut  off  in  the 
l|>ring  of  his  age,  and  the  dawning  of  his  virtues  ;  and  WP 
fliall  find  Pliny,  In  the  eighth  bo^  of  tbcfe  cpifUcs,  wcl:p- 
ing  t>ver  his  afhes. 

E  P  1ST  L  E    VII. 

Pl  INY    /^   MaCR  I  N,U.5. 
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YEftcrday  the  fenate  decreed  a  triumphal  ftatue 
to  Vestritius  Spurinna  5  the  emperor,  hav- 
ing been  the  firft,  who  propofed  it.  An  honour  not 
bellowed  upon  him  as  on  many,  who  never  were ;  is^ 
an  army,  never  faw  a  camp,  nor  ever  heard  a  trumn 
pet,  except  at  the  puldic  diverfions  ;  but  as  on  thoie^ 
who  had  acquired  it  by  their  fweat,  dieir  wounds,  and 
their  heroifm  :  for  Spurinna  placed  the  king  of  tfai! 
BruSeri  upon  his  throne  by  force  of  arms^  and  then 
tamed  that  favag^  nation  into  obedience^  by  the  moft 
diKible  kind  of  vi&ory,  terror,  and theoutwani  fhew 
juid  ,pomp  of  war,   :   .. 

This. was, a  reward  due  to  the  vabmv  which  he 
fhewed  upon  many  remarkable  occafions :  and,  as  1 
confolation  to  his  grief,  the  honour  of  a  ftatue  was 
decreed  alfo  to  his  fon  Cottius,  whcnn  he  loft  dur- 
ing his  abfcnce.  Young  men  have  fcldbm  been  thus 
diftinguilhed  ;  but  the  merits  of  the  father  claimed 
t^iis  honour  for  the  (on,  whofe  death  wa^  too  deep  ^ 
wound  not  to  require  fome  very  afiwaging  remcdyj 
Befides,  Cottius  himfelf  had  giveti  ib*  noble  a  Ipe^' 
cimen  of  his  dilpofxtioh,  that  his  life^ !  fhort  and  Ur 
mited  as  it  was,  deferved  to  be  kngduied  out  by  this 
kind^pf  ipnmortality.    Thcr^  wascfo-iUycli.  uprightr 
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nefs,  fuch  a  coimpofure,  fb  much  dignity  in  his  be- 
haviour, that  he  might  have  challenged  in  virtue 
much  older  n(ienv  whom  he  now  equals  in  honours,: 
Honours,  in^bieh,  according  to  my  way  of  think- 
*  igv  nipt  only  tivc  memory  ofthc  dead,  and  the  gjnc^ 

^the  firthcr,  b\it  the  force  of  example  likewife  were 
^onildered  ^ 

iRcwarda  of  this  high  nature^  conferred  on  young 
]perfbns,  if  they  are  deferving,  will  raifc  a  Ipirit  of 
emulation  in  our  youth,  to  apply  themfelves  to  the 
liberal  arts.  Qtv  great  men  will  likewife  be  excited 
to  raifc  families,  fince  they  will  receive  fuch  pleafurc 
from  the  lives  of  their  children,  and  fo  much  honour 
^d  comfort  in  cafe  of  their  death.  For  thefc  rea- 
fonsy  on  the  pidDHc  account,  the  flatue  of  Cottjits 
g^ves  me  ^eat  pleafure,  and,  on  a  private  account^ 
nolefs;  fori  loved  this  moft  accompliihed  youd), 
as  lincerelyy  when  alive,  as  I  now  wilh  for  him  impa- 
tiently,, wh^  dsad.  It  will  dierefore  aSbrd  me  a 
moft  fatt^i&ory.  confolation,  to  confider  his^  ftatuc 
with,  attention^  to  ftand  under  it,  and  to  walk  to  and 
fro  before-  ir.  For,  if  die  ftatues  of  our  dead 
friends^  when  put  up  in  our  own  houfes,  alleviate 
ourgrkf  V'how  mucn  more  muft  it  be  leflened-  by 
their  ftatues  confpicuoufly  er^£ted  in  public  places,' 
where  not  only  their  figure  and  their  countenance,  but 
alfo  their  honour  and  their  glory  are  n^>refcnted! 
Faiiewell.. 


-  •^  ■ 


r    ■         .It 
.  •  I         ■      »  -,  ■  .- 


OBSERVATIONS,  , 


.    > 


\  The  character  6f  SpuRiMfNA  will  be  found  in  the  fir^ 
eptftle  of  the,  third  book :  but  the  defcription,  given  of  hin^ 
there,  is  in  hiir  private  capacity,  and  in  his  domeftic  fqene- 
of  life,  at  a  time  when  he  had  hung  up  his  arms,  and  was 
retired  to  his'  plough.  Here  his  piSure  is  drawn  in  the  at-*" 
titude  of  a  patriot,  a  foldier,  and  a  conqueror.  Aild  he 
Wiff  now  returning  hoine  crowned  with  laurels^  .and  loaded 
;f.:    »  with 
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withjrenawn;  but -unfortunate,  amidft  all  thefe  honouri,  in 
the  Jofs  of  a  hopeful  ion. 

We  find  Spurinna  particularly  mentioned  by  Taci- 
TXTSy  fas  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  men  in  Otho's  |>arty, 
durmg  the  civU  wars  between  diat  emperor  and  ViTfiLtitJs. 
^Butin  this  expedition  againft  the^n»^^;V  he  had  np  occafipit 
to  come  to  a  battle :  t)K>fe  barbarians  yi^ed  to  him  as  To6n 
as  he  approached  their  borders :  they  were  terrified  at  his 
name :  they  dreaded  the  vabnr  of  his  troops,  and  they  h^d 
experienced  his  own  courage^  and  his  coadi*^  ^  an^d  tiisi'efoi'e 
they  not  only  received  their  king  from  him^  but  quii^y  rt- 
turned  to  theu:  former  gorernm^ntf 

The  BruSi0ri  were  a  people  of  Germany^  who  livci  by 
war  and  plunder :  and  their  bocmdaries'  were  fo  often  chang- 
cdy  according  to  their  cenquefts,  dr  'defeated'  iAm  the  incadr 
iimita  of  their  terricoties  are  very  difteidt  ^  be*  albcki^iiied. 
Ca  AVDIAN  iaysy  they  jiihabitid  the  igbrgoi i<m  foieft : 

'^  '  V^nit  eccok  fylv^ 

According  to  Cjesar  this'foreft  was  of  vaft  extent,  ffis 
Words  arc  thcfe :  ^  Hujus  Ibrcyni^  fyhof  latttuja  />.  dlirum 
iur  eftp€iMl9  fatet.  Nom  tnim  atiter  pniri  fdtefi^  neqtHf^  menfu-^ 
ras  itintram  nsveruai.  Oritur  ab  H/^aiorum  et  Nttmium  et 
JSlgurac9rum  finibm^  rtSkifue  Jkmtim  DamthH  r^ons  ferti* 
mt  adfinn  JDaarum  et  Jaartsum :  bine  fffU^ify  fimjhwfut^ 
JUverJis  a  Jlvmine  ngimhm^  nrnkaria^qut  genitum  fim$  pr^pur 
tnagnitudtnem  adtingit.  Neque  qutffuam  ifi  hujus  Germania^ 
qui  ft  am  adiffi  ad  imtivm  ijusfymi  £caty  quum  Serum  iur 
ix.  proeeffhiiy  autj  qua  at  kco' tfriatttr^  mceperiu  Mulia  in 
ia  genera  ferarum  nafci^  conftat^  qua  reliquis  in  Ucis  vifa 
non  Jint. 

The  modern  fituatiQn  is  .thu>  given  tor  us  in  Mr.  Bla- 
den's tranflation.  -      -   •  ■  .  ^ 

*'  ^  The  Hercynian  foreft  is  nine  days  journey  over  in 
<^  breadth ;  for  I  canno^  compute  it  any  other  way,,  bffc^fe 
«f  the Qermansare  ignor^t  pf  the  infc  pf^i^lUrp  j  Jt,q?>in* 
^<  mences  in  the  confines  of  Switzerlandy  Ba/ky  a,nd  Splei'Sf 


o. 


*  vf  Conful.  KoBor.  f.  450. 

«  Caefiir  dc  Sello  Gallico.  Lib.  6.  ^p.  ay. 

i^£LAi>£N'»CaBiar,  £oek  6.  chap.4«^    ;.....: 

*«  and 
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^^  mid  .cxten<fa  akmg  the  mttBantthf  as  fiir  2$TrmifihaMi4i% 
*^  then  taming  from  the  river  to  die  left,  it  runs  througfi  m 
<<  infiniae  mumbec^of  oouajtrks ;  nor  is  tbere  any  Gemum 
ff  4^  Jutt^OaKreUed  through,  it^  x>r}luM>W9  its  utniaft  extrab 
M  (tihpiigh ''federal /have  gone  ftstjr.  (bys  jousney  -in  it» .  •]!§ 
:l8>$l4i>wo0diiiwti^eral  kinds  of  wiU  befm8>  which  art  119I 
fVi^^  be  met  witik  elfewhere  » 

iH  A  people  'bsed'  up  in  woQd%  and  nufffed  among  wild 
beafts,  nuift  be  naturally  mde^  fieroe,.  ami  tettafoed:  and 
.ihhJh^  can  gWo'Us  a  higher  idea  of  Ve^tricius  Sni^JKr 
tiA^'.ihan  to  lee^'tiiefe'favages  trmhie  at  his  appearaiice»  mA 
loti  their  ferocity  of  temper  at  Jiis  approadi*.  The;an^  qf 
,  Okv^HX^s  Jiad'AOKgreater  influence  upon  dumb  bmtea»  1  than 
Slie^.prffi^eoffS^vi  VITA  bod  upon  tWe  in  ^^  . 

' ;;  bi-sbt  -e^ly^daya  of  the  republic  when  juftioe  was-adoii- 
nUbeaed  moft  j:fUgiottfly>  and  j»wards  dtmibufied  nd9;  iaatr 
partially,  .ftatoe9  and  honours:  of  dl  kinds  were  decreed  wiA 
a  very  fteady  and  a,  very  fpartng  hand.  LiyYj  fptaking  ^ 
L.FuRius  Camillus  aodbts  coUegueC.  Mjbnivs,  boNi 
confuk  in  the  year  four  hundred  and  fcFeateeny  jfiiyS)  *  Mr 
ditui  triumph  ioms^  utfiatuae  efUiftres  wisy  rara  tUa  uet^it 
jrf$y  infir^.pmwriKtur:  ^^  An. addkionalhoneAU*  graced  ibr 
f^  triumph^  th^t  equeftrian  ftatues  (hould  be  placed  in  the 
^  fomm  \  an  uiHifual  fevouj  in  that  age."  Pliny  the  dder 
fpeaks  to  the  Jkme.-  purpofe  in  the  fourth  °*  chapter  of  bis 
thirty  fourt^i  book.  But  in  the  times  of  luxury,  avarice, 
and  injuftice, 'flfttues  loft  their  intrinficvalueyaiKt- were  to 
be  purchafed  .by  money,  not  by  merit* 


'■o  •. 


TrivmpbaUs^  inter  quasaujbs  habife  ^  ; 
Nefcio  ftth  tittths  Mgyptius  atqui  Arabwchis  ••  ^ 

Behold  the  ftatues,  where  amidft  the  race  '^*'' 

GBF  conquering  Rtrnie^  (bme  Arab  Aews  his  filce,-  ^      . 
Infcrib'd  with  titles,  and  profanes  the  placed.    '       >; 


^  ■ « • 


"When  honours  of  any  fort  are   proftitttcd,.  tffey,  ivqe 
dianged  into  marks  of  infamy  and.  difgrace ;  and  will  ^ 

:•■-■■■...,■■• 

*  Livii,  lib.  8.  cap.  13. 

"  ^jS^g'f^  ifomittum  nou  fiUhant  4xfnmi  nifi  Ali^uaHbifiri  cauiaf 
■  Juvenal,  Satir.  i.  f.  129.  '        '    / 

•  JDRyi)EN*s  Juvenal".'  Satif.  tv  f-  4r9yi  *  •  '  '^'^  '  '■■"'  ^   -f   ' 

looked 
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looked  upon  by  every  honeft  mind  with  horror  and  difdain  * 
they  are  no  longer  badges  of  dignity,  but  yokes  of  fervitude ; 
iio  longer  the  price  of  virtue,  but  the  bribes  of  vice.  They 
degenerate  into  the  accoutrements  of  knaves  and  fools,  and 
become  the  figns  and  tokens  to  diftinguifh  the  corrupt, 
from  the  incorrupt,  the  Catilines  from  the  Catos.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  vrhen  honours,  as  in  the  days  of  Trajai^^ 
flow  in  a  pure  channel,  and  fpring  from  a  fountain,  that  is 
dear  and  unfullied,  who  is  not  glad  to  approach  the  ftream? 
And  Pliny  in  his  panegyric,  a  work  of  ftudy  and  labour, 
has  been  able  to  &y  nothing,  that  redounds  more  to  the 
praife  of  his  imperial  mafter,  than  what  he  has  curforily  iaid 
m  this  epiftle ;  where  we  may  difcover  fuch  a  mixture  of 
compaffion  and  good-nature,  joined  to^o  much  equity  and 
-public  fpirit,  and  fo  noble  a  defign  of  exciting  young  men 
to  an  early  iKvctt  of  glory,  as  muft  render  the  name  of  Tr  a* 
JAN  for  ever  revered  and  admired.  Not  content  with  ere£t- 
ing  a  triumphal  ftatue  to  Spurinna,  the  emperor  endea- 
ipours  to  dry  up  the  father's  tears,  by  beftowing  equal  ho« 
nours  upon  the  fon,  and  decrees  a  ftatue  to  Cottius,  at 
an  age  when  his  years  had  permitted  him  only  to  begin  the 
tate  of  virtue,  and  not  reach  the  goaL 

EPISTLE    Vm. 
Pliny   f(?  Can  iNius   Rufus* 

ARE  you  ftudying?  Are  you  fiftiing?  Are  you 
hunting  ?  Or  are  you  taking  thefe  feveral  di- 
verfions  at  once  ?  which  you  may  eafily  do  in  our 
country  about  the  Larian  lake.  The  lake  itfelf  af- 
fords fifh;  the  woods  with  which  it  is  furroupded, 
wild  beafts ;  and  the  retreat,  in  which  you  live,  fuf- 
ficient  folitude  for  ftudy.  But  whether  you  exercife 
yourfelf  in  thefe  diverfions  all  at  once,  or  whether 
you  are  attached  to  any  one  of  them  in  particular  \ 
I  cannot  fay,  I  envy  you.  However,  I  muft  own  I 
am  vexed  to  be  debarred  from  pleafures,  which  I  as 
tagerly  thirft  after,  as  a  man  in  a  fever  pants  for 
wine,  cold  baths  and  ^ring  water.    If  I  cannot  loofe 

thefe 
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thefc  cords  that  fetter  me,  Ihall  I  never  be  able  to 
break  them  ?  Indeed  I  believe  not.  Ndw  fcenes  of 
bufineis  rife  upon  the  old,  nor  are  the  firft  difpatched 
till  I  am  embarraflfed  by  fr(*(h  employments,  as  fo 
many  additions  to  my  bonds,  and  fo  many  links  ^ 
my  chain.    Farewell. 


^  •  \- 


iOBSERVATI  ON  S.  .; 

r  ....  •     .         • 

I  <-      I 

Here  Pliny  iliews  great  impatience  to  quit  the  hurry,  af: 
bufinefs^  s^id  tp^enjojr  foioe  of  thofe  pleafures  which:  tfar 
Larian  iai^^stSords.  <<  I  do  not  envv  you,  fay^  he  to  Ca- 
*^  NiNiyi,  in, your  diverfionsy  happilir  fituated  as  your  are^. 
*.*  upon  the  lK>rders  of  our  Larian  laie^  a  place,  which,  to 
^'  my  knowledge,  abounds  with  all  the  rural  amufements' 
**  you  can  defire*    The  envy  of  my  heart  can  never  rife 

from  your  happinefs:  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay,  I  wiffi- 

myfelf  with. you  ;   for  in  die  fituation  I  ;now  am,  £1«2(^ 

<^  a  life  verjicjdt^ent  from  yours^  and  move  on  in  a.  tcflii 

'  oi^  Qack  of  bufinefi,  without  the  leaft  hopes  of  coring 

to  my  journey's  end.    If- 1  look  forwaid,  new  difficu^. 

ties  ft  ill  prefent  themfelvcsj  and  yet  a  man  ii>  a  fey/g; 

is  not  more  impatient  for  drink,  than  I  am  for  libef(y*{ 

a  blefiing,  which,  in  all  probability,  1  languifli  aftet  hi 
*'  vain.     Farewell.  /  ] 

Not  to  trouble  the  reader  with  any  more  remarks  upon 
Comumy  which  has  been  already  fpecificd  as  the  birth  place 
of  Pliny,  and  the  town  which  gives  name  to  the  La^o  di 
Como^  we  may  obferve,  that  this  letter  was  certainly  dated 
from  RoffUj  and  probably  written  at  the  beginning  of  Tra- 
jan's reign  J  when  Pliny  was  one  of  the  commiffiontebf 
the  treafury  of  Saturn,  an  employment,  for  which  te 
was  more  fitted  by  his  abilities,  than  by  his  indihationfi 
The  philofophic  turn  of  his  mind,  had  he  fufFered  it  to 
have  broken  in  upon  bis  duty  to  his  country  and  to.  his  m^r 
fter,  would  have  led  him  from  noife  and  bufinefs,  to  grpvep 
and  gardens,  from  the  muddy  river  Tibgr^  to  the  filver  Jttf- 
rtan  lake. 


I 
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EPISTLE      IX. 

Vi^it^Y  to  Apolj-inaris. 

V 

.   i  '  • 

THE  petition  of  my  friend  SjsXTVs  El^yciuf. 
has  thrown  me  into  a  ftate  of  great  anxiety  and 
inquietude*    I  am  overwhelmed  witji  carft  5    and  I 
have  never  fufFered  fo  much  upon  my  own  account, 
aa  I  now  feel  for  my  fecond  felf.    Beiraes,  my  credit, 
my  reputation,  stfid  my  digt^ty,  ^re  in  fome  mea- 
ftire  at  ftake.     I  obtained  frQm  our  empeiror  a  place 
in  the  fenate,    and  afterwards  the  queftorihip  for 
$fe3fTy3#    If  iisby  my  iptereft  he  is  now  permitted 
to  petition  for  ^e  tribunefhip :  and  unjefe  he  q^ries 
it;  m  the  fcnafe,  I  am  afraid  J  lh»U  appear  tq  have 
^ven  a  falfe  cixaradler  of  him  to  Trajan.    I  niuft 
dierefore  endeavour  to  make  all  other  people  view 
hUn  iri  tiie  fanrie  advantageous  light,  in  whiph  I  re- 
prclented  him  to  the  emperor..  But  if  even  this  reafon 
^ad  no  weight  with  me,  i  ftioyld  certainly  defire  to 
(^e  of  ferviqe  to  a  young  m^,  wh<^.  prohity,  beha-» 
viour,  and  learning,  cannot  be  too  much  adpiired. 
Nor  att  his  relations  lefs  eminent ;  for  his  father 
EruCius  Clarus  is  a  man  of  great  morality,  pri- 
jnitive  worth,  and  polite  elocution ;   having  been  a 
long  practitioner  in  pleading,  and  always  appearing 
in  oeience  of  his  client  with  the  utmoft  prppity  and 
refolution,  and  no  leis  modefty.    He  ha$  an  uncle, 
C.A(us  Septitjus,  who,  I  tmnk,  cannot  be  exceed- 
ed either  in  veracity,    candor,   or  fincerity.    The 
whole  family  contend  with,  and  equal,  each  other  in 
their  love  of  me ;    and  now  I  have  an  opportunity, 
by  obliging  one  to  repay  them  all.     So  at  prcfent  I 
am  earneftly  employed  in  foliciting  the  votes  of  my 
friends  :  I  go  to  their  houfes,  I  befet  the  chief  places 
of  their  refort,  I  canvafs  every  one,  and  I  try,  by 
my  entreatks,  how  far  my  intereft  and   credit  can 

pQ0ibly 
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pofllUy  prevail.  To  you  alfo  I  m^  bcc6«ic  a  it^ 
plicant,  tbat  you  would  take  a  pan  in  i^  <a{fair <  I 
wiH  return  the  favour,  if  ever  you  defirc  me :  •  ftiy,  J 
•will  return  itj  tiiough  you  fhouid  not  defire^  ix\ti 
Many  people  love  you,  admire  you»  and  v\f^t  yqu  'i 
only  Xhtw  Hqw  well  you  are  iniclkied  to  S]5?j:tu» 
Ervcius,:  and  i>uinbeir&  wiil  nevcir  ^  wwtiK^  KQ  ilfir 
low  tb(e  b^  ot  your  iniclioations^    FareweU. 

OBSERVATIOK^. 

This  letter  dtiph^  &e  juft  pride  of  ail  boiieft  Jbear^j 
Pliny  l€0fca.u{r9n  his  own  charafbr  and  xeput^tion  to  be 
deeplj  CDnccrneil  in  the  fucccfe  of  8extvs  Erucius,  arid 
at  lhe.(fane  tiinplhinka  hiinfelf  under  high  obligations  tO' the  ^ 
whole  ErucioM  iamily  ;  aU  which  he  is  oa^r  to  repays  hf 
obtaining  the  Uubun^ip  for  his  ouidi  e&teaiad  friend 
Sbxtus.  '      - 

^  A  good  man  licbrns  to  be  dutdone  hi  r&$  gf  friendfbip'^ 
he  is  impatient  to  refund  hijs  debts  of  honour^  sod  knowi 
no  gEeafier  uiBeafinc&^  Chan  tbe  want  of-opportimities  to 
put  his  gxsidtade  in  &ill  fhix:e  •  But  to  ;exaniine  this  epiftle 
more  cloibly.  ■    ,         ** 

Jfficiw  curi^  gt  fuamp^rD  mi  foUutudimm  t^n  d£uipUffifi^ 
me  akero  paihr  :.  ^^  I  undergo,  fays  Plzny^.  an  ineacpmAfafc 
^^  anxiety  of  mind,  and  funcr  more  foi*  die  man  I  love^  ^thfltt 
^  I  have  ilek  for  myfelf  throughout  the  whole  courft  df 
<«  my  fife/' 

Whoever  is  pi|ahle  al  friendfiir{i  will  be  eytrenidy  plea|f 
ed  with  this  fentiment,  as  thoroughly  cofrefponding  widi 
the  didbtes  of  fais  own  heart:  for^^nd^itp^  like  ioipira- 
tion,  drives  us  forward  with  refiftle^  in^etuofily,  and  makee 
us  a£i  and  feel  for  others  with  dif&reiit  and  more  yiolent 
agitations,  than  we  have  ever  felt  for  ouifelive& 

,  Ego  Sexto  latum  clavum  a  Caifare  n$/lr$i  m  tptafiur^m 
imptiram  :  *^  I  obtained  from  our  emperor  ;me  fenatorial 
^^  tunic,  and  I  aif^  obtained  from  ht{n  the  c^iuafkodbtf  fof 
**  Sextus."  .     .  ■  i 

The  latus  chxvus  was  a  robe  only  worn  by  confuls^  praetors, 
generals  in  triumph, '  fenators,  who  are  thence  often  called 
Ihticlavii^  or  their  fons  p.     But  the  emperors  had  a  power  to 

-   '  Vid.  SuiTON.  in  ▼it.  Avcvsti.  cap*  38. 

N  1  beftow 
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beftotr  this  garment  <^f  diftin6lion,  and  all  privileges  belong- 
ing to  it,  upon:  whomfoever  they  thought  worthy  of  that 
iionour.  So  that  Erucius  received  this  robe  entirely  from 
Trajan's  favour,  and  Pliny's  friendlhip  :  which  was  a 
right  founded  upon  merit  and  virtue,  ^nd  confequently  pre- 
ferable to  any  right  he  could  have  claimed  from  his  anceftors. 
No  perfpn  could  lenjoy  the  employment  of  quajiovj  till  he 
was  turned  of  twenty  five  or  twenty  feven  years  :  for  authors 
are  not  agreed  as  to  the  exa£l  age,  unlefs.the  emperor,  as  in 
this  cafe,  interpofed.  The  qua/lores  ararii  were  anfwerable 
to  our  lords  of,  the  treafury  ;  ai>d  Sextus  was  everyway 
qualified  for  fo  great  a  truil. 

.  ;  Med  fuffragio  pervenit  ad  jus  tribunatum  petendi  ;  qunn  ntfi 
iibtinet  in  fenatu^  vereor  ne  decepijfe  Cafarem  videar  :  '*  At 
*•  my  inftigation,  he  now  puts  in  his  claim  of  petitioning 
^*  for  the  tribunefliip  :  which,  if  he  fhould  lofe  in  the  fe- 
<<  i^ate,  I  am  apprehenfive  our  royal  matter  may  imagine  I 
1*'  iave  deceived  him,  firft  in  giving  my  friend  too  good  a 
*'  chara£ler,  and  then  in  reprefenting  my  own  intereft  with 
^'  the  fenate,  greater  than  it  really  is."  This  feems  to  be 
ithe. meaning  of  the  fentence  ju(t  nowquoted,  and  plainly 
implies  that  Shxtus^.  by  Pliny's  aififtance,  was  endear 
Ydiring  to  gain  the^tribunefhip,  when  it  was  more  matter  of 
favour,  than  of  right.  Our  author  had  already  puflied 
£r0€Ius.  into  preferments,  and  h^d  brought  him  forward, 
flixl  made  him  great,  as  he  Was  virtuous  and  learned,  above 
ihii^  years.  He  had-  procured  for  him  the  robe  of  honour : 
be  nad  beflowed  upon  him  the  queftorihip  ;  and,  to  crown 
all,  he  now  folicits  for  him  the  tribunefhip,  with  indefati- 
gable iiiduftry,  and  by.  every  honeft  misthod,  that  could  be 

-  Hiippv  aire  the  people,  when  the  ruling  mintfter  is  both  a 
wife  and  an  honeft  ntiui :  as  it  is  the  rarefl,  fo  it  is  the  greateft 
felicity  that  can  befal  a  nation  :  his  chief  minions  and  de- 
pendants will  then  be  the  props  and  pillars  to  fupport  and 
adorn  the  ftate  %  .not  the  pick-axes  and  crow-irons  to  dilapi- 
date and  undermine  it :  And  he  himfelf  will  2&  according  to 
the  rules  laid  dow'n  by  Horace  in  lines,  that  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated : 

^alem  commendeSj  etiam  atque  ettam  afpUe  ;  ne  mox 
Incutiant  aliena  tibipeccata  pudotem. 

FaUimur^ 
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fxil^murT^^et  qu$ndamnon  dignumtradimus  :  irg^    • 
Sluenijua  .culpa  premet^  deceptus  omitte  tueri  \ 

Prudent  ^d  cautious  whom  you  recommend. 
Loot  well  J  and  ftudy  long  your  rifing  friend  : 
Left  by  your  help,  when  he  afcends  the  height. 
And  ftands.expos'd  to  fame,  and  public  flght. 
His  faults  roll  back,  like  Sisyphus  his  fton^ 
And  by  the  weight,  oppref&'d  you  fink  undone. 
Piercing  the  judgement,  ni^e  muft  be  the  eye. 
Vices  and  latent  paffions  to  defcry. 
Blind  if  we  are,  our  blindnefe  let  us  own  ; 
Nor  ftrive  to  fcreen  a  villain,  when  he's  known^ 

'  i  •  . 

^  JIoRAT,  Epift.  i8.  lib.  1. 

EPISTLE    X 
Puny  to  Octavius  Fvfus. 

OThou  unambitious !  thou  hard-hearted  !  thou  -. 
cruel  man  !  to  keep  books  of  fo  gfeat  value 
buried  fo  long.     How  long  will  you  deprive  yourfelf 
of  praife,  and  us  of  pleafure  ?  Suffer  your  works  to' 
be  perufed  by  mankind  ;  and  let  them  extend  as  wide 
as  the  Roman  language  prevails  :  for  ^  you  have 
highly  railed  our  expeftations,   they  ought  now  nei-, 
ther  to   be  fruftrated  or  deferred.     Some  of  your' 
verfes  are  already  come  to  lighr,  and  have  efcaped 
from  their  imprifonment  againft  your  will*   You  may 
be  fure,  like  fugitives,  they  will  foon  find  an  owner, 
unlefs  you  gather  them  into  a  volume.     Place  mor- 
tality before  your  eyes  ;  refleft,  that  this  is  the  only 
pillar  to  raife  you  above  it  :  all  other  monuments,, 
trail  and  fubjedt  to  decay,  no  left  than  men  them- 
felves,  fink  into  oblivion,  and  moulder  into  nothing. 
You  will  fay  as  ufual  ;  "  the  friends  I  leave  behind 
^'  will  fee  jufl:ice  done  to  my  memory."    From  the 
bottom  of  my  foul  I  wifh  thefe  friends  fufficiently 
faithful,  fufficiently  learned  and  fufficiently  laborious, 

N  3.  •   tQ 
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to  be  botTi  able  atic}  willing  to  undertake  a  tafk,  which 
muft  require  fo  great  care  and  afliduity.    But  con- 
fider,  whether  it  is  not  a  Uttle  rafli  to  expert  from 
others,    what  you  will  not  undertake  for  yourfelf. 
However,  be  the  pubUcation  when  it  will,  at  lejlft  give 
us  a  rehearfel  of  your  works ;  and  that  will  (con  make 
you  give  us  an  edition  of  them.     It  will  alfo  put  you 
into  immediate  poflfeffion  of  that  kind  of  joy,  which  I 
have  fo  long  ago,  with  fufficient  reafoii,  allotted  to 
'     you  in  my  own  mind  :    for  I  have  reprefented  to 
myfelf,,  what  crowds,    what  applaufe,    what  noife, 
nay  even  what  filence  muft  neceflarily  attend  you  :  A 
filence,  which,  whenever  I  Ipeak  or  rehearfe  in  pub- 
lic, delights  me  more  than  the  loudeft  clamours  of 
approbation  j   if  it  proceed  from  depth  of  thought, 
attention  to  what  is  fpeaking,  and  defire  of  hearing 
ftill  more.     Forbear  then,  by  an  endlefs  procraftina- 
tion,  to  defraud  your  ftudies  of  fo  plentiful  and  fo 
|4pfe  a  harveft  :  for  it  is  certainly  to  be  feared,  that 
^dur  delay,  when  carried  to  an  excefs,  will  be  inter- 
preted idleneis,   floth,    or  what  is  worfe,   tiniidity. 
FaorewelL 

OBSERVATIONS. 

-  To  induce  Octavius  to  give  the  public  an  edition  of 
W8  Works,  Pliny,  with  hii  ufual  politeneft,  entfeats  his 
ffi^  to  conTida-,  that  there  is  nothing  can  fecure  to  him 
immortality,  biit  hh  poems.  Non  caUra  fragUia  et  caduca^ 
nin  minus  quam  ipji  komines^  occidunt  dejinuntque :  '^  Other 
*^  things,  fays  he,  perilh  like  mortal  men,  and  are  fubjeft 
^«  to  decay  and  to  oblivion." 

We  find  all  the  antient  authors  cxceilively   delirous  to 
tfanfmit  their  names  to  pofterity,  and  to  enrjoy  h6rrours  as 
lafting  as  the  wbrld  itfelf.     The  moderos  hftve  likewife  the 
^  fajfisd  ambition.     But 

I. 

How  fwift,  alas  !  the  rolling  years 

Hafte  to  devour  their  deftin'd  prey  ! 

Amoth  each  winged  minute  bears, 

Which  ftiil  in  vain  the  ftatioriefs 

Frpfn  f he  dead  authoft  (Weep  ayray ;  A^d 
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Artd  trbops  of  cahkef  worms,  with  ffed-ct  ptide^ 
Tliftmgh'  gay  verihilion  leiivfes  and  gilded  covers  glide, 

n. 

Gifekt  BAVitJS,  fliould  th)^  erflic  i^cin 

feaeh  day  fiipply  the  teemiAg  prcfe, 

(Jt  ihk  (houldft  thou  whole  fivers  drain. 

Not  oAe  odavo  fhaU  reln^ih, 

To  fliew  thy  learning  and  addfefs : 

OHivion  6tzgt  them  to  het  fileiit  cell. 

Where  bravtt  king  AktkUlt,  ^d  his  hoWcs  dwelL 

m. 

Authors  of  feVfcry  flz^  arid  name. 
Knights,  fquires,  and  do£lors  of  all  ccJottrs^ 
,  From  the  purfult  of  lafting  fame 
Retiring,  there  a  maniion  claim  ; 
Behold  th^  fate  of  modern  fcholats ! 
Why  will  you  then,  with  hope  dduilive  led, 
i^or  various  readings  toil,  which  neVer  will  be  read  t 

IV. 

With  filver  clafp,  and  corner  plate. 

You  fortify  the  favourite  book. 

Fear  not  from  worms  nor  tim^  thy  fate: 

More  cruel  foes  thy  works  aWait ; 

The  butler,  with  the  impatient  cook. 

And  paltry  nymphs,  with  trunk-makers,  combine. 

To  eafe  the  groaning  flielves,  and  fpoil  the  fair  dcfigh  '• 

Dicesy  ut  files^  amid  met  viJeriHf,  Opto  equidem  tiii  tarn 
fideles^  tarn  eruditds^  tarn  laboHofoSy  ut  tantum  cura  intention 
nifque  fufcip&rt  it  poffM  et  vdint :  ^'  You  #ill  lay  with  your 
^^  ufual  carelefsnds,  My  friends,  after  I  am  dead,  will  take 
"  care  of  my  works.  It  is  the  warmeft  wifli  of  my  heart, 
**  that  the  friends  you  leave  behind  vou  may  have  fidelity, 
^^  learning  and  zeal,  anfwerable  tp  io  pleafing  a  duty,  and 
*^  fo  great  an  undertaking.'* 

~        ■  »         - 

'  In  imitation  of  Horace's  Ode  to  Postuumujs.    Ebiu  fu^ 

.'•■♦     " 

gfice$t  Pofthumey  Pofikume, 

N  4  >         This 
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This  13  the  wifli  of  reafon  and  of  firiendifajp:  PtlNY> 
^nxipus  left  the  reputation  of  Octavius  ibould  be  f^U>cd> 
after  his  death,  by  a  pofthumous  edition  of  his  works^ 
urges  him  to  fecure  his  charafter,  during  his  life-time,  and 
to  oblige  the  world  with  an  immediate  publication  of  his 
writings;  and,  as  z  farther  argument,  fays,  "  that  Octa- 
**  vius  can  fcarce  expe£l  from  others  the  juftice,  which  is 
**  in  his  own  powci",  and  which  he  denies  to  himfdf."  If 
Pliny's  advice  to  Octavius  was  neceilary  in  that  ^e,  it 
IS  certainly  of  no  lefs  confequence  in  this,  when  the  names 
of  our  greateft  authors  are  facrificed^  and  their  moft  imper- 
'  feSt  works  publifhed^  by  the  avarice  and  folly  of  theif  fur-? 
yiving  friends. 

E  P  I  S  T  I,  E    XI, 
Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

YO  U  have  been  ufually  delighted  to  hear  any 
thing,  whidi  pafled  in  the  fenate,  becoming 
th6  dignity  of  that  aflembly.  For,  aithou^  you, 
to  enjoy  retirement,  have  withdrawn  yourfeif  from 
hence,  yet  your  concern  for  the  honour  of  the  com- 
monwealth ftill  rerp^ins  uppermpft  in  you?  thoughts. 
Liften  then  to  an  ad,  that  pafled  within  thefe  few 
days.  Aaafit,  famous,  by  the  high  charader  of  the 
perfon  concerned,  advantageous  by  the  feverity  of 
the  example,  and  memorable  to  all  pofterity  by  the 
importance  of  the  caufe. 

Marius  Priscus,  who  had  been  procoriful  '  in 
Jfri^ay  upon  an  acculation  exhibitcj^  againft  him  by 
the  4frkans^  without  making  a  defence,  demanded 
judgejs. ,  CpuNEuus  Tacjtus  and  I  were  ordered  to 
appear  for  the  provincials  :  and  we  thought,  that  we 

.  •  The  proconfuls  were  governors  of  a  province  ;  and  had 
%<^fi\  powpr  in  their  government  with  the  confuls  ?X  Rome:  but  at 
their  return  they  were  often  called  to  a  ftridl  account,  and  bills 
were  preferred  againft  them  :  of  which  this  cpiftle  gives  a  parti- 
cular iftftaiiiPR.  - 

...  •    '  were 
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■were  in  duty  obliged  to  acquaint  the  fenate,  that  the 
crimes,  of  which  Priscus  Hood  accufed,  were  of  fo 
enormous  and  of  fo  cruel  a  nature,  that  he  could 
not  be  allowed  the  favour  he  required;  he  havine 
tiaken  money  to  condemn,,  and  put  to  death  feveral 
innocent  perfons.  Fronto  Catius  was  council  ,for; 
the  refpondent  •,  and  he  humbly  prayed,  that  the  laW; 
s^gainft  taking  bribes,  during  the  execution  of  an  of-: 
fiee,  might  not  be  ftretched  too  fkr.  Catius  is  a* 
man  expert  in  drawing  tears  from  his  audience,  and 
in  filling  the  fails  of  his  fpeech  by  the  breath  of  pity.-; 
A  great  debate  immediately  arofe ;  great  clamours: 
iflucd  from  all  fides  •,  fome  affirming,  that  the  fenatjc 
was  excluded,  by  the  flatute  againfl  bribery,  from 
taking  cognizance  of  the  crime  ;  others  arguing, 
that  the  fenate  was  at  free  liberty  to  examine  into  it, 
and,  that  as  far  as  he  was  a  tranfgreflbr  of  the  laws,- 
fo  far  thole  laws  were  to  be  vindicated.  At  laft  Ju— 
l-ius  Ferox,  conful  eleft,  a  man  of  great  probity: 
and  virtue,  declared  his  opinion,  that  Marius  Ihould. 
have  judges,  allotted  to  him  ;  but  that  neverthelefi- 
thofe  people,  to  whom  he  was  faid  to  have  fold  in-: 
nocent  blood,  fhould  be  fummoned  to  appear.  Af-. 
ter  all  the  diflferent  opinions,  this  laft  propofition  did" 
not  only  take  place,  but  was  the  fingle  point,  in- 
which  the  variety  of  fentiments  folely  concurred. 

It  is  obfervable  from  experience,  that  though  fa- 
vour and  compafTion  make,  at  firfl,  very  deep  andi 
very  violent  imprefTions,  yet  in  a  little  time  they 
give  way  tojudgement  and  realbn,  and  are  in  a  manner 
entirely  erafed ;  from  whence  it  happens,  that  when 
many  perfons  join  their  refolutions  with  the  common 
voice  of  the  multitude,  fcarce  any  one  of  them 
would  maintain  and  ftand  to  thofe  refolutions,  were 
he  to  fpeak  alone.  In  the  general  clamour  of  aa 
aficmbly,  each  man's  particular  fentiments  are 
drowned  and  lofl  in  the  outcry ;  but  when  he,  is 
jiiftinguifhed,  and  fingled  out  from  the  crowd,  hi^ 

opinion 
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dpiftitm  muft  neceffarify  be  made  knoWft  and  a^- 
jjfear* 

^  VitELLitrs  HoNORATuS)  and  Flavius  MargI- 
AKVfe  attended^  according  to  order.  Honoratus 
ij^ife  accufed  of  procuringi,  by  bribery,  a  Roman 
knight  to  be  exikd,  and  feven  of  hk  friends  to  be 
ihurderfed :  for  which  he  gav^  three  hundred  thoufand 
fcfteites  s  MaRcia^us,  of  giving  feven  hundred 
Aoufand  fefterces  %  to  have  a  greater  punilhmeftt  in- . 
^6ted  upon  another  Roman  knight ;  who  wai  firft 
bfeaten  with  cudgels,  then  condemned  to  the  mines, 
gtfid  afterwards  ftrangled  in  prifon.  Death  very  op- 
portunely refcued  Honoratus  from  the  juftice  of 
tfie  fenatc.  Marcianus  was  brought  to  trial,  at  a 
time  when  Priscus  was  abfeht ;  therefore  Tutius 
GtREALis,  a  petfon  of  cDnfulaf  dignity,  infilled,  by 
virtue  of  his  lenatorial  privile^,  that  Priscus  ought 
to  have  notice  given  him  of  the  trial.  It  is  difficult 
t6  fay,  what  induced  Ger'sealis  to  make  this  motion. 
He  either  thought,  that  Priscus,  by  being  prefent, 
ifvOuld  become  a  greaer  objeft  of  mercy;  or  he 
might  think  the  contrary,  that  he  would  be  a  greater 
objed:  of  hatred ;  or,  what  I  believe  is  moft  pro- 
bable, he  imagined,  that  the  jufteft  a<5t,  in  fuch  a  cafe^ 
Tffhert  tht  crime  was  common,  was  to  make  the  ac- 
quittal, or  the  puiuftiment  fo  too.  The  affair  was 
poftponcd  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  fenate  ;  a  meet- 
ing, in  which  the  piajefty  of  the  ftate  appeared  in 
^I  its  glory.  The  emperor,  for  he  was  then  conful, 
pi^efided:  the  month  was  January*,  a  time  of  the 
jtBt  remarkable,  above  any  other,  for  the  large  con- 
tl6^t&  of  ietiaiors  at  kome.  Befides  which,  the  im- 
pC^tJUice  of  the  cttufe,  the  ejfcpedation  and  noife  raifed 
%y  the  delay  df  it,  and  the  natural  curiofity,  which 
^  Wolftals  have,  to  be  apjprifed  ^d  informed  of 

•  This  fmn  js  reduced  to  Englifli  snoney,  page  67. 
«  [Sefitngentis  millilui.']  Seven  bundr^d  d^oufana  Teiterces,  are 
ft|tfal  0  5651; /;  bp  r.  ipd, 

whatever 
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t^hatwcr  is  femafkable  and  extraordinary,  dre^r  all 
people  from  all  parts. 

-  Imig^  then  what  anlcioufneft,  what  dread  i/tre 
m^  haffe  felt)  who  were  to  Ipeak  in  fo  important  an 
affair,  in  flich  an  affembly,  and  in  prefence  of  the 
^mperon  I  have  more  thdtn  once  fpoke  before  the 
fenate,  and  nevet  met  with  greater  mdulgente  in  any 
'^htt  whatever.  Bat  now,  a^  all  things  appeared 
Aew  to  me,  my  fears  were  new  alfo.  Befidei,  as  I 
hinted  before,  I  could  not  but  refleft  oti  the  difficulty 
of  the  caufe.  I  could  not  but  reprefent  Pkiscus,  hi 
my  own  mind,  as  a  man  of  confular  dignity,  as  a 
mimfter  of  thofe  fatrifices,  which  we  offer  to  the 
gods  ;  and  then  again  fallen  and  degraded  from  all 
honours  !  It  was  a  heavy  taflc  upon  me  to  be  forced 
to  accufe  ^  man,  who  feemed  already  condemned  ^ : 
my  jiiftice  drove  me  fofW^d  againft  his  crimes  ;  my 
Gompaflidn,  that  kirld  of  compafflon,  which  we  feel 
for  perfofts  under  fentence,  drew  me  back  to  Ihield 
him  from  his  punifhn^nt :  however,  I  recollefted  my 
thoughts,  and  fummohed  up  my  fpirits. 

I  began  my  fpeech  with  no  lefs  favourable  opiriion 
in  my  audience,  than  fearful  apprehenfions  in  myfelf. 
I  fooke  near  five  hours ;  having  obtained  *  an  hour 
and  a  hSlf  to  be  added  to  the  three  hours  and  ± 
half  to  Which  I  was  limited  :  fo  that  all  thofe'  diili- 
eulties^  which  a:ppeared  terrible  to  me  before  I  had 
fpok«i,  vaniihed  in  fpeaking,  and  became  ealy.  Ca- 

^  By  tiie  law  de  repetundis^  againft  bribery  in  magiftrates,  and 
|)tibKc  diftcers. 

*  Na^  iecem  clfprydrUy  ^uas  J^attofijftmas  tzceefi^dm,  fuTtt  aiitt/^ 
fUMttar.  The  deffydra  wis  a  glafs,  by  which  the  RoHna^i  ftiea* 
fured  their  time.  It  was, contrived  like  the  hoar  gkfles^  which 
W!i  ufe  in  England,  with  this  difFerente>  that  water  oropt.  throi^h 
Ctrt  cfepQdr^,  inftte^  of  fend.  T hete  were  feveral  forts  of  this 
etiginie.  SpdtiefiJKtHas  aeceferam^  feeiAs  to  fignify  that  pLiNt" 
mAe  ttfe  of  the  larger  fort;  three  of  which,  it  is  probable>  wer^ 
ran  out  in  an  hour.  If  ow:  author  had  cdmpleated  his  five  Jiopn 
ia  jfpeaking,  he  wOu}d  h^ve  confumed  fifteen  water-glaiTes. 
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SAR  indeed  Ihewed  fo  great  a  regard  for  me,  fo  great 
care  of  me,  it  would  be  too  much  to  fay  he  had  liich 
an  anxiety  about  me,  that  he  often  ordered  my  freed- 
man,  who  ftood  behind  me,  to  put  me  in  mind  not 
to  exert  my  voice  and  ftrength  too  far  •,  being  appre- 
henfive,  that  the  vehemence  of  my  argument  (carried 
me  beyond  what  the  delicacy  of  my  conftitution  could 
bear.  Claudius  Marcellinus,  council  of  the  other 
fide,  anfwered  me  :  then  the  fcnate  was  difmifled,  and 
adjourned  to  the  next  day  •,  for  night  coming  on,  the 
pleadings  could  no  longer  be  continued. 

Salvius  Liber alis  appeared  the  next  day  as 
council  for  Marius  ;  always  a  fubtle  reafoncr,  me- 
thodical, Iharp,  and  eloquent.  But,  in  this  particu- 
lar caufe  he  exerted  all  his  fkilL  Cornelius  Taci- 
tus anfwered  him  moft  eloquently  ;  and,  what  is  a 
peculiar  excellence  in  his  fpeeches,  with  great  dig- 
nity. Fronto  Catius  made  a  very  bright  reply, 
in  defence  of  Marius,  and  took  up  more  time,  as 
the  cafe  indeed  required,  in  endeavouring  to  move 
the  compaflion  of  his  audience,  than  in  making  a 
defence  tor  his  client.  Night  came  on  again  juft  as 
he  had  finifhed  his  oration  :  fo  the  conclufive  proofs 
were  put  off  to  the  third  day.  And  here  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  what  a  beautiful  face  of  antient  juftice  appear- 
ed, in  feeing  the  fcnate  fummoned  three  days  together 
upon  the  fame  caufe  ;  and  that  caufe  continued  thofe 
three  days,  and  nothing  fufFcred  to  interrrupt  it,  but 
the  approach  of  night. 

CoRNUTUs  Tertullus,  onc  of  the  future  confuls, 
a  man  of  great  accomplifliments,  and  moft  unlhaken 
integrity,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  bribe,  amounting 
to  feven  hundred  thoufand  fefterces,  which  Marius 
had  taken,  fhould  be  paid  into  the  public  treafury, 
and  that  Marius  fliould  be  banifhed  iJ^w^,  and  the 
dominions  oi  Italy :  and  that  tlie,banifhment  of  Mar- 
ciANus  Ihould  extend  ftill  farther,  and  j^rica  be  in- 
cluded in  it.    At  the  end  of  this  motion,  he  added, 

thai 


B  O  O  k    IL  129 

that  Tacitus  and  I  haying  moft  faithfully  and  rcfb- 
lutely  difcharged  our  duty,  the  fenate  ought  to  decree, 
that  we  had  performed  bur  parts,  in  a  manner  fuitable 
to  the  dignity  of  that  public  fervice,  in  which  we  had 
been  employed. 

The  confuls  eleft,  and  all  of  confular  dignity,  af- 
fented  to  the  motion  made  by  Tertullus,  till  PoMr 
PEius  CoLLEGA  made  a  new  propofition ;  which  was^ 
that  the  feven  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  Ihould  be 
paid  into  the  treafury,  and  that  Marcianus  fhould 
be  bariifhed  for  five  years ;  but  that  Marius,  having 
paid  back  the  money,  according  to  the  law  againft 
bribery^  ought  not  to  fuffer  banifhment.  Thefe  two 
different  opinions  were  patronized  by  many  voices  : 
the  majority  perhaps  were  for  the  latter,  as  it  was 
the  milder,  and  lefs  oppreffive  fentence  ;  for  fomc, 
who  feemed  to  have  been  of  the  fame  fentiments 
with  CoRNUTus,  now  followed  the  new  propofal; 
But,  when  the  fenate  came  to  a  divifion,  thofe,  who 
flood  near  the  confuls  chairs,  began  to  declare  them- 
felves  in  favour  of  Cornut.us  ;  and  thofe,  .who  had 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  numbered  in  their  places 
for  Collega,  now  went  over  to  the  other  fide  -,  fo 
that  Collega  was  left  with  few  friends  about  him. 
He  complained  in  very  bitter  terms  againfl  the  per- 
fons,  who  had  engaged  him  in  making  this  new  pro- 
pofition, I  and  efpecially  againft  Regulus,  who  firfl: 
advifed  him  to  it,  and  then  deferted  him  in  it.  But 
the  genius  of  Regulus  is  fo  fluctuating,  that  in  one 
minute  he  is  an  hero,  in  the  next  a  coward. 

Thus  ended  this  moft  ample  examination,  not  with- 
out leaving  behind  it  a  public  enquiry  of  no  fmall  con- 
sequence. HosTiLius  FiRMiNus,  the  harbinger  of 
Marius  Priscus,  when  the  latter  was  fent  into -//- 
frica^  was  fo  interwoven,  and  entangled  in  his  mafter's 
caufc,  that  he  has  been  moft  heavily  an4  yigoroufly 
profecuted.  .  For  both  by  the  account  books  of  Mar- 
cjanus,  and  by  the  /peech  he  made  before  the  people 

of 
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()£  Leptis,  he  was  proved  to  b^ve  a(3sd  an  Vn^^ 
part  in  all  the  wicked  adipiniftratjop  ,of  Priscvs,  9^ 
to  have  made  a  bargain  with  Marcianus,  wherry 
ids  Ihare  of  the  bribe  ampMiit^  tp  ^bove  fifty  thoq- 
land  denarii  ^.  He  was  likewife  proved  tp  hayc 
taken  a  fum  of  ten  thoi^and  fefterces  %  upder  the 
hafe  denomination  of  a  perfumer  j  a  tide  well  becwi- 
ing  fo  powdered,  and  fo  painted  ^  coj^comb^  Th? 
'matter  was  referred,  upon  ^  motion  pf  CoB,NtJTys» 
CO  the  next  meeting  of  the  fenate  :  and  tbe^ni  it  is 
uncertain  whether  out  of  flwiie  or  not,  Hq^tij^iv^ 
wa3  abfent. 

^ere,  you  have  a  diary  of  what  pafles  at  R^me^ 
la  return  fend  iw  fuch  new$  as  is  ftirring  in  the 
country.  Give  us  aa  accQ^i^t  of  your  pl^taiiopSf 
your  vines,  your  corn,  and  your  choice  iheep.  Upon 
!tbe  whole,  lend  me  a  long  letter,  pr  never  cxpe<^ 
another  long  letter  from  me,    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  is  a  natural  curiofity  in  (nanjdnd  to  lopk  into  the 
moft  minute  events  of  paft  ages.  We  are  defirous  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  tranfa£Uons  and  ceremonies  of 
our  predeceflbrs,  and  for  that  reafon  are  lefs  ohferving  and 
circumfpe£^  about  the  prefent  times,  than  we  ought  to  be. 
We  take  it  for  granted,  that  what  are  the  availing  cuftorKs 
now,  will  reinain  always  the  fame ;  and  therefore  we  are  as 
little  careful  t^  i^ti^fy  die  inquifitiven^s  oi  pofterity,  a3  our 
anceftors  have  been  to  fatisfy  our  own.  Their  reigning  l^iwf 
and  cuftoms  were  well  known  to  thOTiielves,  and  they  fup^ 
pofed,  that  thofe  laws  and  cuftoms  muft  be  as  familiarly 
known  and  uhderftood  by  their  fiicceflgrs.  From  hence  it 
is,  that  we  remain  ignorant  at  this  day  of  fo  many  circum- 
ftances  relating  to  antiquity  5  though  we  are  perpetually  pry- 
ing into  every  branch  of  that  kind  of  knowledge,  and  re* 

y  IS^inquaginta  milila  Jettarium\  Fifty  thoufand  dimarii  ar^ 
equal  to  1614/.  11  j.  8^. 

»  [Seftertium  decern  millia]  Ten  Aoufand  feflerces  are  equal  to 
80 /•  14/.  7^1 

joiced 
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]oice4  at  every  ftcp  we  majce  in  it.  This  letter  therefor^ 
muft  aflfbrd  great  pleafure,  as  it  comprdiends  a  very  ampI6 
defcription  of  the  Roman  fenate,  and  is  alfo  filled  with  many 
general  jemarks  and  obfervations  applicable  to  any  fenat^ 
whatever :  but  there  are  feveral  obfcurities  in  it,  occafioned 
by  the  diftance  of  time,  and  the  difierence  between  the  Re^ 
man  laws,  and  thoTe  of  our  own  nation ;  which  will  require^ 
and  I  hope  excufe,  the  length  of  ^e  following  notes. 

Marius  Priscus  mifsa  difenjiom  juiUcts  fitiit :  <<  Ma-^ 
*'  Rius  Priscus  quitting  any  defence  from  the  accufatioa 
^'  prrferred  againft  him,  acknowledging  it  to  be  true,  de- 
^^  manded  judges.''  This,  without  an  explanation,  is  ex- 
tremely dark;  it  may  be  thus  interpreted  :  Marius  Pris- 
cus k;ncw  himfelf  to  be  guilty  :  his  accufation  bad  beeii 
brought  before  the  fenate  %  it  was  siade  out  very  fully  againft 
him  \  and  he  now  petitioned  die  fenate,  thjtt  they  would  hear 
vfYi^X  his  council  had  tox^&r  in  his  favour,  and  that  th^  wouM 
a^)oint judges  toafcertain  whatpuniflunentbeoughtto  imdergo* 

The  crimes,  of  which  Marius  ftood  acci^,  were  cor^ 
ruption  and  bribery,  attended  with  die  cruel  circumfhmceft 
of  banifliing,  imprUbning,  and  putting  to  death  innocent 
perfons  for  money.  The  Roman  laws  againft  bribery  were 
various :  in  civil  cafes  it  was  punifhed  by  bantfhment,  and 
fay  oonfiftation  of  eftate,  and  fometimes  by  confifcation  t^ 
reftoce  four-fold ;  fo  that,  as  circumftances  alttred,  it  niight 
be  proper  to  apppint  judges,  though  the  criminal  confened 
the  fad,  to  confider  cf  a  puniihment  equal  to  the  offence* 
But  bribery  was  capital,  if  the  bribe  was  reoeived  by  a  pro- 
coj)ful,  or  governor,  to  put  an  innocent  man  to  death.  Ma^ 
RIUS  had  been  guilty  of  that  crime :  and  therefore  Plinv 
and  his  colle^ue  Tacitus  pofitiveljr  aflbrt,  Eoice^e  imma* 
mMe  St  fsBVttia  crimina^  qtdhus  dart  judUis  foffint :  ^  That 
^^  he  had  exceeded  by  his  inhumanity  and  cruelty  all  doubc 
^  as  to  his  punifhments,  in  which  the  laws  were  fixed  and 
*^  afcertained;  and  no  Judges  couldJeviate  from  thofe  laws.** 
This  feems  to  appear  Itill  plainer  by  the  behaviour  of  hi« 
advocate  Fronto  Catius,  who  does  not  attempt  to  deny 
any  article  of  the  accufation,  but  in  a  moving  manner  tries 
to  foften  the  punifliment. 

And  what  follows  confirms  this,  AHis  cognitionem  fenatm 
lege  conclujam^  aliis  Hberam  folutamque  dicentibus  :  **  Some 
'*  were  of  opinion,  that  fince  he  was  guilty,  the  law  had 
^^  appointed  the  pqniihment  of  that  guilt,  and  the  fenate 

"  was 
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^*  Was  to  acquleftic  in  that  law  ;  while"others  irtfifted,  thaff. 
•*  the  fenate  was  free  and  uncircumfcribed,  and  therefore 
*'  might  judge  what  penalties  to  inflift  upon  him/'  The 
fiuiate,  who  at -this  time  had  all  power,  under  the  emperor, 
lodged  in  their  own  body,  thought  themfelves  the  proper 
court  of  judicature,  to  judge  and  determine  every  caufe 
whatever  J  and  therefore,  they  did  not 'x:omply  with  what 
had  been  urged  both  by  Plikt,  and?  by  TACiTUSi  but 
came  in^o  the  opinion  of  Julius. Ferox  i  ^ui  Mario 
judiasanjuit  dandos :  «  Who  declared  that  MaRIUS  might 
**.have  )udges  appointed ;- but  that  the  perfbns,  who  had 
.**  giy^  the  bribe,  being  equally  guilty 'with  the  proconful; 
5'  who  had  received  it,  ought  to  be  fummoned  before  the 
f«  fenite."  Accordingly  :Marius,  Honoratus,  and 
Marcianus  were  ordered  to  appear.  Their  crimes  are  of 
•fo.black  a  nature,  ^andifo  much  to  the-d!%race  of  the  hu- 
.ma^  fpecics,  that  at  thc:(aihe  dmc  we  entertain  the  higheft 
ideas  of  the  grandeur  and  majefty  of  that  tribunal,  before 
.which  .the  criminals  were  fummoned,  we  muft  be  furprifed 
to  find  the  puni(hmehts,  allotted  to  fuch  outragtous  tranf- 
greflions,  by  no  meaiis  adequate  to  the  barbarities  proved 
an4  oonfefled* 

A  Roman. knight  was  exiled,  and  feven  ofhis  friends  were 
put  to  death,  by  order  c^  Mar lus.  Another  Roman  knight 
:was  beat  with  battoons,  was  condemned  to  work  in  the 
mines,  and  at  laft  was  ftrangled  in  prifon,  by  order  of  the 
fame  Marius  ;  and  both  thefe  execrable  acts  were  coni- 
mkted,  when  Marius  was  proconful  in  Africa.  For  the 
firft  murder,  he  received  three  hundred  thodiand  fefterces 
from  ViTELLius  HonOratuj;  for  the  fecond,  feven 
hundred  tbottfiind  fefterces  from  Flavius  Marcianus. 

Honoratus  died  before  the  day  of  trial  :  but  MarcI- 
ANUS,  who  had  wickedly  bribed  Marius  Priscus  to  iffue 
forth  his  fanguinary  commands,  was  deemed  partioeps  crimi^ 
fttSr  •'  a  partner  m  the  crime,"  and  equally  guilty  with 
Patscus. 

From  hence  Pliny  very  juftly  concludes,  that  their  of- 
fences left  no  room  for  mercy :  and  therefore  lays,  with  his 
lifual  good-nature,  fpeaking  of  Marius  Priscus,  Erat 
irg^ferfuam  tmerfifum  accufdre  damnatum ;  quem  ut  premehat 
atrocitas  crlminisy  ita  quafi  peraSla  damnationU  miferatio  tue* 
batur :  "  I  was  under  fome  uneafinefi  to  accufe  a  man,  who 
^^  I  knew  had  already  forfeited  his  life;  and  J  lamented  his 

"  condition. 
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*<  conditioiiy  irtiilft  I  apphuded  the  juftk^  of  his  condeiil- 
**  nation." 

The  fenatorial  decreesygiven  againft  Marius  and  MaIi- 
ct  ANUS,  run  thus  :  <<  lliat  Marius  ihoutd  pay  into  the 
^^  public  tieafiiiy  the  feven  hundred  thoufiuid  feflerces,  which 
*<  he  had  received  as  a  bribe  1  and  that  he  ihould  be  inter* 
<<  dided  the  city  of  Romej  and  the  confines  of  Itafy :  The 
^<  fame  baniOunent  to  be  pronounced  againft  Marciakus^ 
^<  With  an  additional  interdi^oh  from  Jfrica** 

Juvenal  lella  us,  diat  even  diis  fentende,  gentle  as  it 
is,  was  not  put  in  execution.  Marius  was  banifhed,  but 
his  money  wag  banifhed  with  him.    The  lines  are  the£^  > 

Damnaius  inani 
jfudki^ ;  fiiid  enim  falvis  infatmA  nunimis  f 
Exul  ab  6ifMa  MariUs  Ubity  etfmtut  Diis 
Iratis:  at  tu  vi^rix  prsvincia  phras  *« 

MARiuat  .who  piird  his  province^  (capes  the  laws^ 
And  ke^hia  moneyy  tho'  he  loft .^is  caufe : 
His  fige.  b^ggfd  ofi^  contemns  his  infamy,  . 
Can  rUe  at  twelve,  and  get  him,  drunk  e  er  three : 
Enjoys  his  exile,  and,  condemned  iii  vain. 
Leaves  thee^  prevailing  province !  to  complain*. 

It  is  to  be  wiihed,  that  Pliny  bad  metttioned  the  ^gu-« 
ments  of  the  lawyers,  as  well  as  dieijr  names,  in  this  extra* 
ordinary  caule.  We  might  then  have  guefled  the  reafons, 
that  induced  die  fenate  to  allot  fuch  imld  puniihments  to 
fuch  enormous  villainies.  Could  the  patres  c$njcripti  forget^ 
diat  Marius  was  guil^  of  homicide  i  Of  homicide  under 
the  form  of  juftice  ?  (Jould  they  forget,  that  MarcxanUs^ 
hifed  him  to  commit  the  murder  ?  Could  they  be  ignorant 
dF  the  laws  made,  for  the  punifliment  of  fuch  malefactors  i 
Certainly  they  cou|d  not.  Whence  then  did  this  indulgence 
arife  ?  It  inuft  have  prevailed  either  from  a  wicked  favoor 
for  the  criminals,  or  a  proud  opinion,  of  thcijc  own  power 
to  leap  over  all  bounds  of  equiQr  and  law. 

After  what  has  been  already  obferved  upon  this  epiftle,  it 
is  impoffible  to  agree  with  our  author,  that  the  trial  of  Ma- 

*  JuvEUAL.  Sati%i.  f.  47.  ^DavDitN. 
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Kius  PRiacus  vfaSf,  fejHrhatt  ^jeta^S  fabtiret  ■**  ■advwata' 
*'  geous  by  the  feverity  of  the  example. 

EPISTLE    XIL 

PlINV    /<?   AURIANUS. 

WIB  h^v6  finifbed  fhc  puUk  enquiry  fubfequtnt 
to  the  trial  df  Marw^  Priscus,   v^ich  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  laft.     The  pcrfomcr  Fir- 
MdKus  IS  fliaved,    whether  clofe  enough  or  not,'! 
cannot  tell.     He  was  brought  before  the  fenafe,  and 
defended  himfelf  in  tjie  manner  of  ^  pcrfon  already 
found  guilty.      The  opinions  /o(  the  coafuls  eleft 
were  divided.    Cor  nut  us  Tbrtvxia^s  moved  to  de- 
grade him  from  the  rank  of  fenator :  Acutius  Nerva 
moved  to  havehim  only  rendered  incapiible  of  govern- 
ing any  province.     This,  as  tie  fofter  judgement, 
prevailed  j  <but  in  reality  was  die  heavier  and  fe*rercr 
ientencc :  fbr  What  can  be  mote  milerjLble,  than  to 
be  cut  off  from  all  honours  arigng  from  the  &nate, 
yet  riot  exempted  from  the  labours  and  difficulties 
confequential  to  an  iittcndanoe  there  ?  What  *  can  ie 
more  unhappy,  ithan  to  receive  f©  public  an  ignomi- 
ny, and  not  be  fuffered  to  withdraw  from  the  figHt 
of  marJtind  :  but  on  the  contrary,  ta.be  placed  ii^ 
the  moft  conipicuous  point  of  light,  oxily  tp  beiftared 
and  point^i  at  by  the -people  ?  -Qr  what  cjm--;>pp€ar 
in  the  view  of  the  worjd  lefi  conj&ftent,  fiffrkfe  ho- 
nourable, than  to  ftt  as  a  fenator,  yet  branded  and 
marked  by  the  fenate  ?  To  hive  a  power  M  con- 
demning,  equal  with  thofe,  by  whom  a  man  ha$ 
been,  condemned  ?  To  be  incapacitated  from  adUiig 
as  proconful,  merely  from  having  been  infamous  as 
lieutenant  of  a  province ;  apd  yet  to  have  a  feat' a* 
mohg  the  judges  of  proconfuls  ?  To  be  found  guilty 
of  bribery,  and  yet  capable  of  jpondemning,  or  ab- 

.fclving  others  of  that  qdme  r  However,. ihi^.rtfo- 

lution 
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lution  found  favour  with  the  majority  i  for  Votes  ztt 
numbered,  not  weighed.  Such  muft  be  the  proceed^ 
ings  in  public  counfels  t  though  nothing  fure  can  be 
more  unequal,  than  the  equality  of  power  -,  giving 
the  fame  right  of  judging  to  a  fet  of  people,  whole 
faculties  are  fo  extremely  different  and  unlike, 

I  have  fulfilled  my  promife,  and  have  acquitted 
myfelf  of  the  engagement  entered  into  in  my  ftrll: 
letter ;  which,  by  confuting  the  time  when  I  wrote 
it,  I  fuppofe  you  have  received ;  efpecially,  as  I  fent 
it  by  a  very  ipcedv  and  a  very  trufty  meflenger,  un* 
lefs  he  met  with  lome  accidental  ftop  in  his  way.  It 
is  your  part  now  to  requite  rtie  with  an  anfwer,  firft 
to  that  letter,  and  then  to  this  j  and  let  your  anfweri 
be  as  copious  as  poflible.     Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

Tins  twelfth  epiftle  gives  an  account  -of  -the  judgtment 
puSedrupon  HosriLivs  Fi&minijs.     During  the  couiie  of 
ihe  triat  mentioned  in  tbc  Jaft  epiflift,  it  af^fpared  ffOTnf(>mp 
of  the  argui&ents  ufed  in  hv^ur  of  Marci AVUs,  that  FlR^ 
MINUS  had  b^en  equally  guilt^r  of  bribery  with  bis  imfter 
Marius  Priscus.    He  nad  affifted.PRiscus,  dvriog  his 
procohfulfliip  in  Africa^  as  an  under  agent  in  all  afts  ofbaie- 
nels  and  crudty.    He  had  bargjiincd  with  MarcIaicus  for 
fifty  diottfand  denarii^  to  indulge  him  in  his  infatiate  revenge 
upon  a  Reman  knigtMt^v^ofe  name  is  not  giv^n  to  us  in  due 
letter*    He  had  aUb  recdved  ten  tbouiand  iefterces>  it  docs 
not  appear  for  wtiat  vi^ainy,  under  the  deiionunatioq  of 
pcrfHm^rtotheproconfidj  a.title,  .fey$  opr  aylhor,  agr^e^ 
able  to  (tbe  chara(5^er  of  To  cojnpleat  ^  coxcomb. 

'fhepacticulars  of  the  trial  are  pafled  ove;r  i  but  it  is  plain^ 
thatHo^TJLius  FlR^iiNtJs  was  found  g^Htf;  becaufe  the 
wbol^  debate  turned  tipbn  what  ptiniflinaents  he  ought  to 
fdFer. 'It-is  probaUe  his  defence  Was  nbt  a  denial  of  th|; 
fa&s^  but  an  excufe  for  doing  them.  He^alledged,  that  he 
iirasipnjyibrvaot  tQ  MA'^iusi  and  a^^cfl.  under  h4^  ord^^s^ 
and  in  obedience  to  his  commands.  *  But  it  is  impofllble  to 
gue^,  by  what  mgdves  the  fen^e  pret^di^  to  be  induged, 
in  their  decree  againft  Firminus.  Why  was  hp  not  conr 
J*  O  2  demned 
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demned  to  refund  the  ten  thoufand  fefterces  he  bad  received:? 
Why  was  he  not  banifhed,  and  fent  to  keep  company  with 
his  wicked  mafter  ?  By  what  precedent  was  fo  flight  a  pu- 
nifhment  inflided  upon  him  f  Or  why  was  a  man,  manifeftly 
conviSed  of  corruption,  ftill  allowed  to  fit  as  a  Judge  r 
iThe  only  answer  to  fee  given  to  thefe  queftibns  is,  tnat  the 
Roman  people,  and  the  fenate  in  particular,  were  at  this 
time  fo  abandoned  in  their  morals,  and  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
honour,  religion,  and  juftice,  that  they  a&ed  on  no  other 
principles,  than  the  di^tes  of  bribery  and  vice, 

EPISTLE     XIII. 

P  L  I  N  y    /tf    P  R  I  s  c  u  s. 

■  •  .  ' 

"V^  O  tr  are  induftrioufly  taking  evety  occafion  to 
X  oblige  me :  and  I  receive,  obligations  with  more 
pleafure  from  you,  than  from  any  man  in  the  world'. 
Thefe  two  reaibns  havc»determined  me  to  folicit  you 
in  aft  afl^r,  ¥^ch  I  have  moft  eamefily  at  heart. 

Yoii  have  the  command  of  a  great  army,  and 
have  thereby  frequent  opportunities  of  cotifcrring  be- 
nefits :  befides,  you  have  ik)w  had  it  iohg  in  your 
power  to  beftbw  favours  upon  all  your  dwn  frieftdjf. 
Turn  then  a  little  of  that  power  towards  mine ;  they 
.are  not  many :  your  generofity  might  wifh  them  nu- 
merous 5  but  my  modefly  fuffers  me  to  name  but 
one  or  two;  nay,  I  ftiould  rather  fay  but  one :  he  is 
VocoNius  Rom  ANUS.  His  father  was-  one  of  thi 
moft  eminent  men  in  the  equeftrian  order :  his  father- 
in-law,  I  may  call  him  indeed  his  fecbhd  father,  Rhtt 
VocoNius  has  fucceeded  to  hisnamr,  aswdIa«Ws 
virtues,  was  ftill  more  eminent :  His  ittother  a  lady 
of  the  firft  diftinftion  in  the  hi^cr  Spain  \  The 
people  in  that  province,  you  know;  are  remarkabk 
for  their  underftanding  and  difcretion.    He  himfelf 

has  been  lately  high-prieft  of  JupiteH.    But,  from 

'  '.    ■>  ■  ■  .     •    J. ' 

•    «  HiJ^nla  ^arrdconmjtt^   donttining  ndw  Qalidu^  Vmmarrf^ 

•     '  the 
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the  time  we  were  firft  ftudents  together,  I  have  loved 
him  moft  nearly  and  familiarly.     The  fame  chamber 
held  us  in  town,  and  in  the  country ;  and  to  him  I 
dedicated  both  my  ferious  and  my  mirthful  hours : 
for  a  more  faithful  friend,  or  a  more  chcarful  com- 
panion is  no  where  to  be  found.     There  is  a  wonder- 
ful fweetnefs  in  his  converfation,  and  the  fame  fwect- 
hefs  dilplays  itfclf  in  his  countenance  and  addrefi. 
His  genius  is  lofty,  quick,  elegant,  eafy,  and  parti- 
cularly bright  in  pleading  caufes.     His  familiar  let- 
ters feem  didawd  by  the  Mufes-     His  extraordinary 
afFeftion  for  me  is  equal  to  my  afFe<3,ion  for  him. 
.    When  we  were  young  men,  I  was  very  defirous  to 
do  him  fervice ;   ^d  I  have  lately  obtained  for  him^ 
from  our  moft  gracious  emperor,  tht  jus  trium  Jibe- 
rarum.    A  grant,  which  though  the  ernperor  has  al- 
ways beftowed  ,yery  Iparingly,  and  with  great  cau- 
tion,  yet  he  has  indulged  me  in  it,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  made  the  choice  feem  his  own.     How  therefore 
can  I  better  juftify  the  benefits  I  have  already  pro- 
cured for  my  friend,  than  by  adding  to  them  ?   clpc- 
cially  as  be,  for  whom'  they  are  obtained,  receives 
them  with  gratitude  fufficient  tp  merit  any  addition* 
.    I  have  now  given  you  the  charafter  of  Voconius, 
and  I  have  told  you  how  much  I  love  and  admire 
him.     I^t  me  entreat  you  therefore,  to  employ  your 
whole  thoughts,  as  well  as  your  whole  power,   to 
promote  him.    But  above  all  things,  honppr  him 
.with  your  Ipyie :    for  though  you  may  go  as  far  as 
poffibjy,  you'  can  in  heaping  preferments  upon  him, 
you  will  never  be  able  to  give  him  any  of  greater  va- 
lue than  your  friendfhip :  and  that  you  may  be  aflur^d 
Jie  is  a  man  proper  to  be  admitted  into  yoiir  in- 
i^timacy,  I  have  here  run  through  his  ftudies,  his  mo» 
fcals,  and  his  whole  life.    I  would  add  to  my  entrea- 
ties in  his  favour,  if  I  did  not  believe  an  importu- 
nate requeft  was  difagreeable  to  you,  although  at  the 
fame  time  I  muft  own,  I  have  importuned  you  in  thii 

O  3  epiille, 
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epiftle.     However,   he  afks  a  fevour  with  the  bcft 

frace,  who  gives  a  good  rcafon  for  what  he  alks. 
arewell* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  has  left  nothing  to  be  added  to  the  chara(3:cr  of 
VocoNiu»  Rom  ANUS.    Re  has  defcribed  him  as  a  man« 

In  arts  and  manners  eminently  grac'd. 

The  ftrldeft  morals,  and  the  nndl  taftc  '• 

* 

^  He  was  the  bofom  friend  and  hourly  cooxpanign  of  our  au« 
thor,  who  "*  the  friends  he  had,  and' their  adoption  tried^ 
^  grappled  them  to  his  foul  with  hooks  of  fteel." 

fiut  to  take  notice  of  feme  particulars  in  this  epiiftfe.    Fla^ 
pun  proxime  futt.     Aulus  Gellius^  and  feveral  other  au- 
thors, give  us  a  very  exaft  account  of  the  f  lamea  Di%Iis» 
or  high  prieft  of  JupiTbr.  of  the  various  ceremonies. at 
ois  confecration,  of  the  rights  he  enjoyed^  and  of  the  par-r 
ticular  reftri£tions,   to  which  he  was   oUiged  to  fubmit. 
Some  of  thefe  laft  were  idly  fuperftitious. ,  He^  was.ncithei; 
to  name,  nor  touch  raw  meat,  a  fhe  goat,  or  beans :  he 
was  not  to  be  fhaved,  nor  to  have  his  hair  cut,  except  by 
a  frecdman,  and  then  only  with  brazen  icillbrs :  *  and  the 
paring  of  his  nails  were  to  be  buried  under  a  tree.    The 
Flamen  Dialis  was  a  (acred  pofl;  of  great  dignity  and  ho^ 
uour ;  beftowed  always  upon  patricians,  wbofi^  charadters^ 
^d  families,  were  eminent.     Julius- C^saR  had  enjoyed 
it  at  the  age  of  feventeen.     The  FJamen  Dialis  was  obliged 
to  cjuit  his  priefthood  at  the  death  of  his  wife.     Uxorem  fi 
irniijit,  fiaminto  decedti.     Romanus  died  in  "the  reigri  of  the 
emperor  Adrian,  and  this  epiftlc  was  written  vbl  the  rcigii 
of  TitAjAN,  to  whom  P|.iNY  confirnts,   in  the  tdith  T 
t>ook  of  his  epiftles,  what  he  fays  here  of  Vocovfus* 

Ah  efUm9  prtncife  triune  liher^rum  ei  jus  imfnttrnvu  It 
feems,  by  this  expreilion,  as  if  Pliny  had  obtained  for 
Romanus  the  privil^es,  which  were  granted  by  fhe  Pap* 
plan  law  to  fuch  Romans,  who  had  three  children.    Vo-? 

"^  Po6loryQUNG.  I  Sh^kispeari.  C  Vide 

Bpok  io.  PpifH^3. 
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coNiys  bad  no$  that^number^  but  the  .eiiq)Cror,  in  whom^ 
all  power  was  centered  aad  confirmed^  could  albw  thofe 
rights  and  benefits  tx>  whomfbeirer  he  thought  £b :  and  we 
ihall  findy  thougb  he  w^  very  tenacious  of  public  honours,' 
he  fcarce  ever  denied  Pliny  any  requeft.  ^  Trium  lihsrorum 
jus  inter  pnemh  fwl^  fiMT,  kgeiPappiit,  maritis  patrtbufqia 
decreta  fuirufUj.  cujus  h^c  erat  vis^  ut  mpetitiojie  magijiratut 
ffoiferreniur  candi^htiy  piibusplunes  liheri  effint\  irs^n  ut  in, 
ipfa  magifiratu  prteaJ^tnt  tales  ;  dtnifue  ut  ante  25,  a;mum 
aiatis  (ontra  legem  -mmariampoffkntadmitti,  ^^b  beneficial 
non  nifi  in  illis  locum  babebeinty  quibus  Urni  liberi  nati  ejent  t 
quibus  pauciores^  excidebant :  ^^  The  advanta^s  for  haxfing 
**  three  children  were  amongft  the  rewards,  which,,  by  tha 
**  Pappian  law,  were  decreed  to  hufbands,  and  fathers ;  the 
'*  benefit  of  which  was,  that  the  preference  fhould  be  given 
**  to  thofe,  who  had  moft  children,  when  they  appeared  as 
''  candidates  for  the  magiftracy  :  and  that  when  they  were 
*'  made  magtftratflrs,  they  fhould  ti^e  place  :  and  laftly, 
*•  that  before  the  twenty  fifih  year  of  their  age,  they  might 
^^  be  admitted  to  that  hojnotir,  notwithfianding  thQ  lex-  an^ 
**  naria,  Thefe  benefits  were  only  conferred  upon  thofe, 
*•  who  had  three  children  ;  nor  were  thofe,  who  Had  lefs, 
**  entitled  to  fiich  dignities." 

-  The  fubje£l:  of  this  epiftfe  recals  to  us  the  addreifi  from 
Horace  to  Tiberius  Cjesar,  beginning, 

Septimius,  Cl audi,  »MwVai9  intettigit  unus 
^anti  me  facias  «. 

''      ^  Septimius  only  knows,  how  greatap^rt 
**  I  fhare  in  your  aflFeflions,  and  your  heart. 

'  RosiNUS  gives  as  the  following  account  of  the  Pappian  kw. 

De  jure  pairona^j  extat  lex  Fappia,  quam  tulit  M.  rA?J*iw» 
MuTiLUS  COS,  cum  Q^Po*P-«Q  Augusti  temporibtu.  Vt  ex  be*- 
nis  ejus,  qui  H,  S.  ♦"  centum  milfittm  patrimonium  re/iquerat,  et  paU' 
eiopes  quam  tres  liberos  habebat,  Ji'Ve  in  tefiamento  faSot  five  ihtef- 
tatms  m^tum  eraty  mriUspaifs  pat%om  deberetur,  Itaque  cum  unum 
qttidem^Uum  hteredem  reiiquer^t  libertus^  perinde  pars  ^edia  debtba- 
tur  patrono,  ac  fi  is  fine  ullofiUo,  filiate  inttftatus  decejjiffet:  cum 
*vero  duos  du^fve  haredes  reliquerat^  tertia  pars  debebatur  patrono, 
fi  tres  reliqueraty  repeUabatur  patronus,  Itemy  ut  lihertus,  qui  duos 
liberes  inpotefiate  baberet,  cperarum  ebligatiene  liberaretur, 

f  H0RACB9  Ep.  9,  Book  1. 
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The  one  isJn  profe,  what  the.  other  UJnr^ei^fr^  genteel^/, 
but  wamiiccominchdation  'dtz  hdovefffrtbijd. .. ; .^  .  -.- 

.  ¥liht  ttord^ndy  coikft^  his  epiiftles  ^iCh jfeme  elegant 
tixrx^  or l(btm'Aff:ttBiik  oh^^        whlcn^i^ifs  upbn  fiu^ 
mind,  ^d  g^  the  t^mic  tint:  ftts  off  wh^tt^  b^ToT^'it.^ 

Hb.  letters  .-carry  with  them  the  poigoancf  <5f  ^- epigrariij^ 
an<^  Uk^obeliiks,  ftand  upon  a  iblid  bltfisj;  jxhdtife  ift  dlH^ 
proportion,  till  they  end  in,  a. point  at  Uftv.c^Bbc -Matter  .part^ 
of  &i\9 particular  epiftle  is  extremely  delicat^^Mo^uiuSe^e^^ 
and  iHe  1)eginning  of  it  perfe6Uy  polite  ancl!^g3ging>  fo 
that  the  whole  may  be  eft^med,  as  a  model  in,.thls  kind  of 
wcttiiigi  .and  a  pattern  in  what  manner  to  itt^e  a  requeft^ . 

and  to  pupfue a  recommendation.  '     ''  "  ^' 

■■','•.  .  ■  /  ■ 

EPISTLE    ilAr/o  ^ 

. '  -     -  ■  ' . 

:        V    Pliny   to  Maxim  if  $.     ' 

.  ■  •  ■  ■     •,■''■ 

"»      - 

OU  judge  very  rightly  :  my  whole.  i;inie  is 
_^-    tAktn  up  in  pleiading  caufes  before  the  centum^) 
vtri ;  cauies,  which  rather  keep  me  eiftpteycd,  than: 

{)lcafed  t  tmxty  of  them  arc  trifling,.  aM  many  h^^'^ 
ong  to  few  ojjfcure  people.     It  fcldom  happens,  that 
any  procefi  is  remarkable^  either  by  the  dignity  of. 
the  perfons  concerned,  or  the  importance  of,  the  bu- . 
finds,    Ifcfidesj  few  lawyers,  with  whom  one  would 
i^ifli  to  |be  aflociated,  appear  in  thefe  courts :  and 
really  thei:tft  are  a  parcel  of  bold,  and  for  themoft 
part  unknown  young  men,  who  come  thither  to  de- 
claim, but  with  fuch  indecency,  and  fuch  a  want  of 
experience,  that  our  countryman  AttjXius  fcems  to 
have  defcribed  them  exatftly,  where  he  fays,  "  Young 
lawyers  begin  in  the  forum  with  caulJ^s- before  the 
centHmviri^  zs  youpg  fcholars  begin  in  the  fchook 
with  leading  Homer  :*'  for  in  both  thofe  places, . 
V9iM,  is  tnoft  difficult,  is  begun  firft. 

1  cannot  fay,  it  is  within  my  memory,  but  J  have 
been  t6l4  by  people  older  than  myfelf,  that  no  young 
fncn|  if YTO  of  tl>e  firf^  quality^  w»c  allowed  a  |>lice 

'-.■■.  '        in 
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m  the  fomiWi '  unlcfs  they  .^i«w^  of 

confukr  dunlley.    lit  fuoi  veoeraoon  ^  Bien  hdd 


this  iftoft^^gcUcniihftitutk».  At  prdcntdil  boun* 
dariei  ^  ipp^tefly  and  reverence  are  brolo^n 'down  ; 
apdn.aU  .pi-ice^  He  open  to  ail  people  :  toiini  are  nbi 
iiiQK>dudray..but  they  ^  in ;  and  the  i^cfiiei^ccs^ 

won  thefe^odcafions,  are'exa<£Uy  fuited  to  il^e  brafprsti, 
Thsy  arc  incrcdhary  wretches,  nircd  for  the  puipole  1 
they  rhe6t  in'  the  courts  of  juftice,  where  they  arc 
treated  at  the  expence  of  their  patrons,  as'pulAicly» 
as  if  a  court  of  juftice  was  a  dining  robM^:    tod' 
thus  bribed  they  go  from  court  to  court.    And  there- 
fore they  are  caned  by  the  Greeks,  not  improperly, 
J.o(po}(Xi7fy  or,  to  tranflate  it  into  latin,  Laudicani  % 
applauders  for  a  fupper.     And  yet  the  infamy,  ex- 
prefled  by  tfie  name  in  both  languages,   encreales 
every  day.     No  longer  ago  than  yeftcrday^:  ^o  of 
my  fervants^'  young  men  Sjout  the  aec  of  torenteen, 
were  «iticeS^" to  a6t  the  part  of  applauders,, .for  the 
fake  of  a  bftfibe  amounting  to  about  three jfeiri^rii '• 
Yiau  fee  exaftly  how  much  it  cofts  to  be  reppjted  elo- 
quent.   You  fee  the  price,  which  is  fufficient  to  fill 
the  benches  of  the  fomm,  and  to  procure  a  croud- 
cd  audient«  ;  the  price  to  purchafe  the  loudeft  peals 
of  applaufe,  whenfoever  a  certdn  fign  is  given  by 
the  perfon  placed  in  the  middle  for  that  purpofe.   A 
figtt>  you  Know,   is  abfolutcly  neceflary  for  people, 
who  neither  underftand,  nor  hear  what  is  doing ;  fojr 
there,  are  many  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  hear  one 
word,  and  thofe  are  always  loudeft  in  applaufe.     If 
when  you  arc  oafling  through  .the  courts  of  judica-^ 
ture,  you  are  defirous  to  know  how  any  particular 
pi^fon  lias  performed,  you  heed  neither  g^^^upon  die 
b<^rich,:nor  Kften  to  what  he  fays  :  youimay  eafily 

^     '   "  •■  ■  ^ 

'^^Perfons  who  are  hired  for  a  fiippcr  to  praifc  thofe, .  who  en- 
tertain them  ;  volgarly  called  in  Englifh,  trencher  friends.. . 

/^  ITirni  denarii:^  Three  denarii  are  eqod  in  EngUlh  monfy  to 
I /•  II  d,  j;.  4 denarius  being  7 d,  |, 

'  ^'  guefs 
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gdtfk  wijthout  much  trouble  ;  f or  be  aflui^,  that  he, 
who  is  mofl  applauded^  fpcaks  word.    Largjus  Lx- 
ciNius  £rft  aiuxoduced  this  cuf^om,  merely  that  he 
?^ght  get  an  audience ;  aod  I  rjE^member  to^ha^e  heard 
tny  preceptor  Quintilian  tell  a  ftory  of  him  almofk 
In  theie  words :  '^  I  attended  DoAinrivs  Af£R,^  when 
*^  he  pleaded  before  the  centumviri  :■  hi^  manntc  was 
^*  always  folemn  and  deliberate.     On  a  fuddenhe 
*^  heard  a  moll  ftrange  and  outragiou^  noifeintbe 
"adjoining  court  V   and  being  fiorprifed,.  helcftoflF 
V  Ibe^ng  :   yvhen  the  npife  was  oyc^r,,  he  refumed 
'^ .  the  thread  <Df  his  diicourfe.     The  noife  begtnoing 
*^  again>  he  held  his  peace  a  fecond  time^  and  fa  a 
•''  third.     At  laft  he  afked,  who  was  declaiming  there, 
•*  to  occafion  all  this  clamour  ?   He  w^s  anfwered, 
*VLiciNius/     Whereupon,  quitting  the  fubjcd:  of 
*^  his  difcourfe,  he  addrefled  himfeJf  to  .the  court, 
^^ .  and  faid,  Centumvirs  !  the  art  of  ejk)quence  is  now 
**  ax  an  end."    Afer  was  in  the  wrong ;  it  b^un 
to  decline^  but  it  did  not  entirely  perifh  then :    the 
iitter  demolition  of  that  art  was  referved  for  thcfe ' 
times.     I  am  really  afhamed  to  tell  you  what  efemi-* 
nate  orations  we  hear,  and  what  foft  tinklicg  of  ap* 
plaufes  attend  them.     The  claj^ing  of  hands,  or  ra* 
jher  the  cymbals,  and  the  timbrels,  are  the  only  mu* 
fie  wanting  to  thefe  fing-£xig  chorufles  :  but  the  howl- 
ing?, for  a  foftcr  word  cannot  exprefs  thcfe  fort  of  ap* 
plaules>  indecent  even  in  the  theatres,  abound  in  great 
plenty.    Neverthelefs  the  fervice  of  my  friends,  and 
my  own  age,  retain  and  ftop  me  here  yefc  a  while  : 
and,  I  am  afraid,  if  I  (hould  go  off  too  abruptly,  it 
.would  feem  as  if  I  ran  away  from  the  fatigues,   not 
from  the  indecorum  of  the  place  ;  however,  I  appear 
.fcldomer  than  utial,  and  fipf  oqgiato  withdraw  myfelf 
by  degrees,    Farewell, 


O  B  S  E  R^ 
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Impudence  in  &ff!(hapes,  aiiS  kt  all  dges,  is  difagreable,  and 
jhocking^  In  young  people,  it  difcovers  an  excels  of  vanity ; 
in  old)  a  grttC  wantjot^iUldbrftandiiig.  vDiffidence  and  mo- 
d^fty  are  'the  offsprings  of  fenfe  and  experience ;  and  where 
^ey  ar^  not  inpa^e,:;hey  ought,  tp  be.  act]uired,  as  thojoofl: 
£lvahtageous  leflbn,  that  can  be  learnt,  and  iht  befl  maifk, 
flrat  ain  be  Wx)rii^ 'to  hide  deformity.  The  charac);er  of 
RlimV  is  th^  Very  c6htraft  of  fbrwardnefs'and  conceit j  'and 
wt  fee  him  in  thi^^^piftii:,  imder  the^  dMoft  uneafuiefs  at  be^ 
iog^Q^Kged  to  <  appear  in  a  court,- ^ere  noife  andfblly^ 
jouied  and  Cttfodxed  by  youth  and  inexperience,  had  de-r 
ftroyed  all  .decency^,  and  overturned  all  order.  He  paints 
this  fcehe  10  ^  very  ample  manner;  .he  defcribes  a  parcel  o^ 
pert  young' coxcombs*, /who  not  only  break  in  upon  the  dig- 
nity of  the  plice,  iiia  th^'audiority  of  the  judges,  but.  hire 
a  merccfwry  rabWc,  fbmetimes  for  meatj-  and  fometimes  for 
money,  to  apphud  thtfi:  vanity,  aiid  to  thunderclap  their 
nonkms.  Popular' ^ipplauiea  are  as  ibon  loft  as  purchafed  : 
but  fo  fi^  as«  we,.qfpecially  in  our  early  day^  of  fame^ 
that  we  will  buy  it  at  any  rate,  and  when  we  cannot  readi 
the  fubftance,  will  be  humbly  content  with  the  fhadow; 
not  confidering^  that  the  filent  nod,  and  calm  approbation 
of  one  man  of  fenfe,  is  wiorth  the  loudcft  clamours,  and 
moft  outragious  praifes  of  all  the  So(po«Xerc,or  Laudicani  in  the 
Wdrld*  ^HmI  fiioft  f)m(hed  Original  of  thefe  foothing  niif- 
creants  may  be  feen  in  the  charafter'  of  Gnatho,  as  it  is 
drawn  by  iBREffCB  in  his  Eunuchus.  Terence  is  an 
audvor,  whohad  fo- perfe6t  a  knowledge  of  mankind,  that 
$t  this  day  his  rules  of  flattery  are  followed  by  inftin£t  in 
all  the  polite  courts  of  ^kurepe  ;  and  minifters  and  lords  ans 
Onatho^,  without  ever  having  heard  of  the  name. 

Sumus  tameH  foliinf  rariores^  qued  initium  eft  gradetim  ig-f 
finenii:  "  But  we  are  not  fo  often  feen  ther«  as  ufual, 
♦^Wbkh  is  the  firft  ftep- towards  gradually  leaving  the 
^^  {dace/'  Flint,  who  held  the  parafites  and  all  thlsif 
jMra£tice6  in  the  utmoft  difdain,  wa$  growh  tired  and  un^y 
at  pleading  before  the  centuneuiri :  theil:  court  was  now  no 
longer  a  ^t  of  juftice,  but  a  den  of  knaves  and  fools;  4 
fanduary  for  flatterers  and  their  patrons;  and  therefore^ 
PUT  author  refolves  to  withdraw  himielf  from  anoongft  dieni 
'■    '  ■"  as 
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* 

as  foon  as  poffible,  but  in  fo  prudent  a  nianner,  as  not  td 
g^ive  the  1^  room  for  re|»roac]u 


»  i% 
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LINY 

to  VALEKlJiHWlSi 

TELL  us,  h6w  docs  your  A&^^tfff  cftate  igleafe 
you,  which  you  bought  long^Q  ?  Hqw'  do 
you  like  your  new  purchafe?  Are  all  thefe  lamds  .^ 
fair  in  your  eye,  iince  they  became  your  prcmerty^  as 
they  were  before?  For,  to  fay  truths  it  feldom  hap- 
pens, th^t  what  is  akeady  pofleflfed,  Tfro'^ts  to  ^ec- 
able,  as  when  it  was  only  in  wifh  aha  proved. 
'My  mother's  cftatedoes  not  at  all  fuit  me  in  its 
i^tuation:  but  it  pleafes  me,  becaufe  it  was  {lers. 
And  now  time  and  patience  have  accuftooHxly  and 
hardened  me  to  bear  all  the  inconveniencies  ariiing 
from  it  $  for,  by  having  had  conftant  complaints  to 
make,  I  am  grown  abfolutely  alhamed  of  complain- 
ing.   Farewell.  ^ 

OBSERVATION^ 

.  We  fee  fiu^er  into  the  chani£ters  of  mcn^  ftom  their  fa- 
miliar letters,  than  from  any  other  part  of  their  writings. 
Expreffions  flow,  cHmnU  ealanw^  that  rife  in^mediately  and 
ondifguifed  from  the  heart.  ,  A  knave  will  be  footner  difco- 
vered  by  hia  correfpondence,  than  by  his  cooverfation :  in 
(pite  of  himfelf  he  will  appear  there  in  bis  prober  co- 
lours :  as  on  the  other  haiMl,  a  man  of  virtue,.  like  JPtiNY^ 
will  difpby  a  thoufand  beauties^  in  his  epiftles^  which  lufh 
ftpm  him  unpremeditated  and  without  deftgn.  It  is 
therefore  from  trifling  unguarded  expreffionSf  thsi^  we  may 
Item  our  jufteft  idea3  of  cpiflx>lary  author^;  and  PtiMT  in 
diis  letter,,  after  having  agreeably  rallied  the  eagernefi  o^ 
mankind  ia  dcfiring  what  they  have  not,  and  in  being  tired 
with  what  they  have,  (hews  his  filial  piety  in  an  iiiftance, 
that  muft  not  pais  unnoticed.  Mi  pradia  materna  parum 
0mmoA  tra&^it :  dek&unt  taimn  ut  murna ;  ^  The  lands, 

♦'  which 
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^^  which  were  my  mother's,  are  npt  fkaated  in  the  place  I 
<<  could  wifh  I  iiay,  they  are.it^coQv^ient :.  but  as  (hey  onoe 
*<  belonged  to  her,  I  am  reiolvi^'  not  to  exdi^ge  theOt 
^<  even  for  a  more  eligible  fituation." 

When  we  difdo^er,  as  im  this  cafe,:  inftanpes  of  a  dutiful 
and  lafUng  refped  to  parents,  they  cannot  fail  to  meet  with 
our  apprc£ttianBi  The  gratitude  we  owe  to  thofe,  wIks 
by  the  will  of  God,  are  made  the  authors  of  our  being,  can 
only  end  with  our  lives.  It  ceafes  not  with  theirs :  the  duty 
we  pay  to  their  name  when  dead,  oug^t  to  be  tiie  fime)  as 
tb  their  indinatioiis  and  commands  wh^  liring;  Tleir 
memoiy  ot^^  to  be  ev^r  honoured,  ever  faered,  ^iid  «M: 
{prions. iaosrejie^; and  wfaat^was  dear  to  tfaooi;  (honUbe 
dleemed  iu^  beloved  by  us.  :    r*  r,  ...j^,  ,,^3 

Among  the  many  criticifms,  written  upon  Hqmer  and 
Virgil,  .^d  the  many  parallds,  drawn  betwixt  the  heroes 
of  each  poet,  we  find  uic  piety  of  IEueas  often  cenfured,  as 
too  languid  forthe  principal  feature  in  tbepidureof  that  prince. 
I  apprehdhd  this  remark  to  have  Been  built  on  no  very  jufl 
foundatr6ft:->^f6r  if  virtue  can  infpire  fortitude,  as'  flie  cer* 
tainly  does^  filial  piety  is  the  firft  and  greatefl  of  all  virtues^ 
and  it  19.  from  thence  the  noble  qualities  of  ^n^^as,  jCakff 
theif  origin.  ,It  is  from  thence  his  tendernefs  to  his^fo^,  kis 
afFeAron  to  his  friends,  and  his  compailion  to  bis^  enemies 
arife.  The  two  chiefs,  Mseas  and  Achilles,  are  both 
magnanimous,  but  in  a  different  manner :  the  one  conquers 
with  the  heat  of  rage,  and  the  thirft  of  war ;  the  other 
overcomes  with  the  calmnefs  of  juftice,  and  the  refolutioa 
of  a  foul  at  peace  within  itfeif.  We  may  poffiUy  tremble 
a)t  the  fon  of  Psl^us;  but  we  fhall  certainly  lore  die- fpA 
of  Ancbisbp^^  or^  to  confiderthe  Iliad  and  die  iEneidto^ 
eether,  we  fl»Ii  find^  that  Homer  animates  the  fpirits^  and 
fires  the. head;  but  we  fhall  feel,. that  Vir<sil  melts  4iMs 
heart,  and  captivates  the  affedions :  nor  do  ei{uat  emotions 
of  foftne&  and  humanity  fluduate  in  our  bofams,  while  «pe 
read  the  Grecian,  as  while  we  read  the  Roman  ppet.;  unlds 
at  the  parting  of  Andromache  and  her  huibandi.  or  where 
Achilles  gives  back  to  Priam  the  body  of  Hector  :  asnli 
in  this  Jacfl  inilance  we  muft  obferve,  that  Achilles  is 
melted  into  compaffion,  and  lofes  the  inexorable  dtfpoTitioh 
.  of  his  nature^  arihe  mention  of  his  fiather's  name  K-'  -  •  '. 

k  Homer. ,. Iliad.  24.  ;^.  486.    See  Mr.  PoP|i's  tjc^nflatfoa^  #f 
this  pallagt,  and  his  notes  upon  it.  V  ^ 

ffoMER 
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> HoMtR  anH  ViitciL  furr  a  /liffidcait  exeufe  for  being  ted 
out  of  the  way  fzribti^.  than  was  at  rdiA  tntemled :  but  to 
ittvrn  to  Pliny^  tJae  reader  will  remember^  liiat  in  the 
fourth  epiftle  of  this  book^  our  author  tells  CALriHAy  hts 
relrehue  is  extenuated  by  *  the  untowahl  fituation  of'  his 
eftate.  ^  Riditus  fr§pur  cdniitianem  amrum  nefciti  minor  an 
incertior :  ^  My  rents  at  beft  are  but  fiiall,  and  the  payment 
^^  of  them  fo  uncertain,  by  the  ftcrilityiif  chd  land,  muated 
^^  in  a  very  unfruitful  country,  that  the  little  I  ou^  to  re- 
^  peiv^e  10  ftiU  made:  k&/'  Thefe  were  his  lands  in  the  La^ 
rim.  terrttories,  where  the  ibil  was  extremely  torren :  but  in 
pious,  regard  to  the  memory  of  his  mother^  he  rather  cfau&s 
an  ViPtceriain  income;,  than  to  part  with  an  eftace^  which  had 
.  belonged  to  his  anceftors. 

A.-,..  ^  See  Book  s.  Epttle  4. 

EPISTLiS    XVL  ' 

Pliny   /^  Annianhs, 

WITH  your  u£ual  atter^n  to  my  afifairs,  yovi 
adxnonUfa  o^e  not  to  look  upon  the  codicUs 
of  AciUANus,'  who  has  appointed  me  hds  heir  >a; 
parte^  as  legal ;  •  bccaufc  they  are  not  confirmed  by 
the  will  itfelf.  This  is  a  point  of  law,  with  'which  I 
•am  very  well  acquainted :  and  it  is  known  even  by 
thofe,  who  know  littk  elfe.  Bujt  I  have  aliyays  laid 
It  down  as  a  rule  tp  myielf,  never  to  diiobey  the  will 
cf .  the  dead  \  but  to  a£):  under  evjery  will)  tho^igb  it 
ifaould  be.defedive  in  point  of  form,  as  if  it  had 
been  periofted  and  valid.  However,  the  codicils 
were  all  written  by  AtriiiANus's  own  hand;  and 
'though  they  are  not  confirmed  by  the  will  itfelf, 
"they  ought  to  be  looked  upon  by  me,  in  ihc .  ikme 
light  as  if  they  needed  no  fuch  authority  ;  €§)ecially, 
as  there  is  no  roqm  for  an  inforfioation  (o  be  lodged 
againjQ:  me.  If  indeed  thece  was  any  danger,  that 
what  I  gave  away,  would  be  forfeited  to  the  public, 
I  ought  to  aft  with  lefs  hafte,  and  with  more  caution  : 

but. 
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but,  when  it  is  cntirdy  in  the  power  of  %ti  heir  to 
difpofe  of  -whatever  falls  to  Kim  by  inheritance,  I  ai»^ 
under  no  heceffity  to  break  througjh  my  own  private 
ruk,.  fihce  it  ;k  pot  "repugnant  to  41^  public  Inftku^ 
lion.    .EajrcwelJ, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fioman  kwB  requirod,  that  a  tdlator -fiiould  mention 
die  power,  refenred  to  Mm  by  law,  of  making  a  codicti  to 
bis  laft  wJS  in 'the  wdl  ififelf  ;  othefwife  the  codicil  could  be 
of*0O  validity.-  it  zpptars  by  diis  letter  that  AgiuAnus 
haul  forgotten  in  his  will,  to  make  that  rdeivadon,  akhoii^ 
he  had  written  the  dodicik  with  hii  own'hand  :  but  Plinv^ 
with  the  utmoft  juftice  atid  generoiltf,  dei^fes  forms,  where 
he  can  fafely  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  dead.  A  paraphrafe 
upon  the  whole  letter  may  fet  dm  aS  of  difinOerefted  friend- 
Hup  i«  the  beft  point  of  view* 

-  ^  k  is  CTCtremeiy-kind  in  you,  fay s  oia' aii^f ,  to  putmd 
^  in  mind  of  that  part  of  our  law,  whidi  ^renders  the  codi- 
'^  cil  to  AciLiANUs's  will  invalid,  «nd  of  no^etEe^.  I'al- 
low  your  obfervatjon  to  be  veryjuft,  nay  every  ftrlpling 
at  the  bar  knows  it  to  be  fo.  Tne  laws  of  the  public,  I 
confefs,  are  againft  me ;  but  the  laws  of  uprightnefs,  juf- 
tice,  and  gratitude,  laws  fuperior  to  all  pthers,  and  deeply 
imprinted  in  my  own^breaft,  will  defend  and  fupport  me 
before  God  and  man.  The  will  of  the  dead,  according 
to  my  way  of  thinking,  ought  to  be  obeyed,  and  their 
**  defires  literally  fulfilled  :  therefore  no  defeft  in  legal  forms, 
*^  rto  ffaw  or  ifn^erfeAioii:  in  a  kft  wUl,  jQtutU  e\ier  hln^ 
<'  me  from  adltng  as  J  ought :  m)r  foul,  I  thank  heawn, 
^^  fc)ar$  above  Tucn  .triflinc  ceretBonies  ;  and  v^ien  once  I 
<'  know  the  deflgn  x>f 'a.^ceafed  friehdo  it  jf^tl'infaDitily  be 
•*  execiited  by  nie;  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power.  Befides, 
**  are  not^  the  cpdicik  written  with  AciL-i  AVtx}  s'$  own  hand  f 
^'  Can  I  doubt  then  of  his  intentions  ?  Certainly  !  cannoti 
*^  AndfiBceheims:poiDted  out  toioe.tfaepadiJ^totread 
'V  in,  l''Mfi'  refolded  tp  ffsAk  ftraight  to^h^  point  he  had  in 
"  view,  without  turning  on  one  fide,  or  on  the  other. 

:  ".A^  the  wiidomAnd  goodnefs  of . our  emperor  ■*  has  ba- 
*^  niik^  thofe  foes  to  mankind,  thofe  peib  of  human  i<>- 

»  Trajan.  -     ' 

:.:.!:*     .  ^  "  ciety. 
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'*  ci^,  the  informers  %  I  am  itot  apprehenfive  of  having;^ 
*^  an  information  lodged  againft  me  for  a^Sii^  contrary  tt> 
^  law ;  and  as  I  a&i  left  a  joint  heir,  I  can  divide  my  mane 
^  of  the  fortune  among  the  more  immediate  relations  of 
^  AciLiANUS.  I  dare  fay,  he  named  me  for  this  purpofe  : 
^  he  was  well  aiTured,  that  I  fliould  keep  up  to  the-  fuff 
*^  meaning  of  his  intentions,  and  fhould  prove  a  father  to 
^^  his  family,  after  he  himfelf  was  redumt  to  aflies,  and 
^  mingled  with  the  worms.  His  hopes  of  me  fhall  not  be  un- 
^  accompliflied*  I  will  be  tieir  to  his  virtlMl^'butn6tt6  his 
^^  eftate.  Indeed  were  I  nominated  his  (bl^  Jieir,  I  ougjht 
^  to  be  very  tenacious  of  whatever  was  bequjeached  to  me, 
^  betaufein  that  cafe,  fhould  I  give  up  my  htsreditary  ri^htf 
^^  the  fortune  of  my  friend,  for  want  of  Keiri,  would  de-( 
<«  volve  to  the  public  :  but  her6  let  me  aft  how  I  will,  the 
^  people  <:an  have  no  pretence  to  put  in  tbtir  daim  :  Aci- 
^  LiAVJfS  has  many  heirs  bcfideslne  )  aif^  at;  tbe  private 
f^  law,  which  I  haye  ftftablifho^l  ia.-my  owi^  bofinm  »  not 
^^  repugnant  to  any  public  law  in  being,  I  may  certidnTy  in- 
f  <  dulge  the  dilates  of  my  confcic^ce,  and  proceed,  as  be- 
*^  comes  a  man,  who  thmks  himfdf  accountaUd  for  all  his 
^^  anions,  on  this  fide  of  the  grave*  **. 

*  See  Pliny's  panegyric^  chap.  34^  ^ 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E     XVIL 
F  LINY   to  Gall  US. 

XOU  wonder,  why  I  am  fo  infinitely  fond  of 
my  Laurentinum,  or,  if  you  had  rather  call 
,  my  Lauren5.  I  dare  fey,  ybur  wonder  will 
ccafe,  when  I  make  you  acquainted  with  the  beauties 
of  the  villa,  the  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the  large 
extent  of  the  fhore,  upon  which  it  ftands. 

The  diftance  is  feventeen  miles  from  Rome  **;  a  dif- 
tance,  which  allows  us,    after  we  have  finifhed  the 

■       * 

®  The  Roman  miles  were  diffinguiflied  by  ftones  put  op  at' Ac 
end  of  each  mile,  marked  with  figures  accordhig  to  dieiroS^bmce 
from  Romi* 

bufiiie^ 
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feufincfi  pf  the  day,,  to  return  thither  from  towri^ 
\vith  the  fettirig  fun.  We  arc  not.  confinai  to  one 
road  s  for  tipth  the  Laurcntirte,  and  tke  Oftian  way 
will  briqg  u$,  itome. .  If  you  go  the  Laurentine,  yoi^ 
mufl: ouit  the  high  road  ^.tne  jfourteenth  Hone  :  if 
the  Oman,  at. the  eleventh.  Each  of  dieie  roads  is 
fandy,  and  therefore  a  little  tedious  and  heavy .  in  a 
whpel  d^H^i  but  on  horieback  extremely  fhort  and 
p]eafant.  Tne  pro(pe^s  on  tvery  fidte  are;  finely  di- 
vtrfified ;  fometimes  your  view  is  limited  by  woodsy 
then  ag^iaopcnedand  extended  by  foacious  meadows; 
Here^youj^  cocks  of  fheep;  there,  (tuds  of  horfes  an4 
lierds  df  cattle ;  all  driven  down  from  the  mountains 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  winter,  and  growi^ig  fat  and 
fleek  by  the  pafturage,  and  the  warmth  of  die  fpring. 

Th6  Kouie  itfelf  is  made  for  ufe,  not  for  parade. 
In  the  front^  J^ou  enter  a  court-yard,  plain  and  void 
of  Qroamcj^  but  handfome.  This  leads  to  a  little 
neat  court  in  tht  Ihape  of  the  letter  O,  furrounded 
by  galleries,  an  abfolute  flielter  againft  all  ftorms  ; 
being  well  defended^  both  by  the  tranlparent  windows 
of  the  houfe,  and  by  the  projedbing  roof  above. 
Overagainft  the  middle  portico  is  a  Targe  chearful 
court,  leading  to  a  very  handfome  dining  room^ 
which  projefts  towards  the  fea-fhore  •,  and  the  walls 
of  it  are  gently  walhed  by  the  waves  of  the  fea, 
whenever  the  ibuth-wefterly  wind  drives  them  in  upon 
the  Jaiid.  Every  fide  of  the  room  has  either  folding 
doors,  or  .windows,  as  large  as  doors ;  fo  that  from 
the  fides  and  from  the  front  you  have  the  prolpcft, 
as'  it  were^  of  three  different  oceans.  Behind  is  a 
Quadrangle,  a  portico,  and  a  lefler  court  >  then  again 
a  portico,  and  then  a  veftible,  beyond  which  woods 
.are  icQi,  and  at  a  greater  diftance  mountains.  On 
the  left  hand  of  the  dining  room,  a  little  farther 
.from  the  fliore,   is   a  very  large  parlour  ^ :  widiin 

X  Qdiculumf  though  la  the  general  acceptation  of  the  word 
fignifying  a  bed-chamber,  is  often  made  ufe  of  as  a  pame  com* 
jnon  to  other  ifooms,  and  with  that  liberty  is  here  tranflated. 

Vol,  I.  P  that 
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that  a  fmaller  withdrawing  room,  which  has  one  vnpf 
dow  looking  to  the  caft,  anodier  to  the  weft.    From 
the  wcftem  window  you  have  a  profpcft  of  the  fea, 
niore  diftant  indeed,  but  more  agreeable.    There  is 
an  an^e  formed  between  the  dining  room  and  par- 
lour, that  collefts  the  rays,  and  augments  the  heat  of 
the  warmeft  fun.    Here  I  have  ray  winter  apart- 
ments :  and  here  is  the  place  of  cxercift  for  my  fer- 
Vants.    Not  a  breath  or  wind  is  ftirring  hcre^  cxrept 
now  and  dien  a  blaft,  which  brings  a  cloud  upon  us.; 
but  it  clears  up  ^ain,  before  the  warmth  is  gone  off 
from  the  place.     Joining  to  this  angle  is  a  room  in 
(n  elliptic  form :  a  fhape^  that  allows  us  from  the 
feveral  windows  to  eig'oy  the  benefit  of  die  fun  dw- 
ing  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day  *,   and  the  walk  of  it 
arc  fo  contrived,  as  to  hold  books,  and  be  a  kind  of 
library  for  fuch  volumes,   as  are  rather  ^^ig^ed  fat 
amufcmen^  than  ftudy.    Next  this,  a  pafi%e  only 
intervening,  is  a  bed-chamber :  the  *pafl&ge  is ..  raifed 
and  boarded  in  fiich  a  manner,  that  the  heat  it  re- 
ceives   is  moil:   equally  diipenfed   and   diftributed 
throughotit  every  part  of  it.    The  remaining  part  of 
this  me  of  the  houfe  is  deftined  for  jfervants  and 
freedmOT  :  but  fome  of  the  apartments  arc  fo  neatly 
fitted  up,,  that  they  may  be^  filled  upon  occafion  by 
guefts  of  a  much  higher  rank.    On  the  other  fide  is 
a  moft  elc^t  bed-crambcr,  and  next  to  diat,  what 
you  may  either  call  a  large  bed-chamber,  or  a  mo- 
derate eating  room,  enlivenod  both  by  the  fun>  and 
by  the  fta.    Afi^r  this,  vou  enter  into  another  bed- 
chamber with  a  lobby  before  it.    The  he^ht  makes 
it  cool  in  fummer ;  the  thick  walls  mdce  it  warm  in 
winter ;  for  it  is  abfblutely  withdrawn  from  the  in- 
clemencies of  every  wind.    There  is  another  bed- 
chamber and  lobby  joined  to  it  by  a  petition-wall. 
Then  you  come  to  the  baths.  ^  ^ 

'  The  cold  bath  is  very  wide  and  fpadous.  On  die 
oppofite  walls  arc  fixed  two  batWng  cifterns^  that  jet 
•^  out 
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'out  Into  the  room,  and  are  made  large  enough  to 
fwim  in.  Contiguous  to  which  are  the  chambers  for 
the  ofe  of  thfr  beth,  particularly  the  room  where  the 
diflicf ent  oils  are  kept,  another  tor  the  ftoves,  another 
for  thfe  furnace  t  then  two  little  baths,  which  are  nr- 
ther  neat  than  fumptuous  :  and  to  thefe  isjokied,  1:^ 
an  atjtflflte  piece  of  workmanfliip,  the  hot  h^ .; 
where,  as  you  Iwim,  you  have  a  full  prolpeft  of  the 
fca. 

At  nd  ^rtat  diftance  is^  the  tennis-court^  fo  fituated^ 
as  rieyifr  td  B6  annoyed  by  the  heat^  and  to  be  v^^ 
only  bj^  Ac  letting  fon.    At  the  end  of  the  tenftis* 
court  riles  'i  tower,  containing  two  rooms  at  the  tc^ 
of  it,  dntftwo  again  under  them ;  befides  a  banquef>^ 
ting  roonrf,  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of  a  very 
widGe  ocean,  a  very  cxtenfive  continent,  aftd  number^ 
left  beaiutiftrl  Villas  rnterlberlcd  upon  the  Ihore.    Art^- 
fweraWc^'fe  tftb  is  another  turret,  containing  on^tt^ 
top  one  flhg^e  room,  where  we  enjoy  both  the  riling 
am!  the   fitting  fon.     Underneath  is  a  very  large 
ftore  room  for  fruit,  and  a  grMiary,  and  uAdei*  the6 
again  a  dining;  room,  from  whence,  even  when  th< 
fea  is  moft  tcnftpeftuous,  we  only  hear  the  roaring  of 
it,  and  that  but  langi^y,   and  ac  a  diftance.    '  IV 
looks'  upon  the  garden,  and  the  place  for  exercife  V 
which  ificltrdes  my  garden.    The  whole  is  encompaP 
fed  witJi  box ;  and  where  that  is  wanting,  with  rofe* 
mary :   fdr  bkor,  when   Iheltered  by  buildings,  will 
flourifh  very  well,  but  withers  immediately  if  expde4 
to  wind  and  weather ;  or  ever  fo  diftantly  affefted  by 
the  moift  dewsi  from  the  fea.     This  place  for  exercife 
furrounds  a  delicate  ffiady  vineyard,    the  paths  of 
which  are  crfy  and  foft,  even  to  the  naked  leet. 

The  garden  is  fill^  with  mulberry  and  fig  trees  i 
the  foil  bdrig  propitious  to  both  thofe  kinds  of  trees, 

t  Q^fUio. . .  TJmp  18  fcaree  to  b?  tranflaced  into  Englifh,  by  anjc 
one  word.  It  is  mentioned  by  Pliny  in  other  epiftks,  and  alway* 
fignifies,  « place  of  exerd/e.  '    ' 
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but  fcarce  to  aity  other.  A  dining  room,  coo  r 
to  view  the  ocean,  commands  an  obje^  no  Ids  ^ 
greeable,  the  prolped  of  the  garden :  and  at  tl^ 
back  of  the  dining  room  are  two  apattmentSt  whofe 
windows  look  upon  the  veftibk  of  the  houic  i  and 
upon  a  fruitery,  and  kitchin  garden.  From  hence 
you  enter  into  a  covered  gallery,  large  cnoi^  to 
appear  a  public  work.  The  gallery  has  a  double 
row  of  windows  on  both  fides  j  in  the  lower  row  are 
Jfcvcral,  which  look  towards  the  fca }  and  one  on 
each  fide  towards  the  garden  j  in  the  upper  row  there 
are  fewer  :  in  calm  days,  when  there  is  not  a  breath 
of ^r  ilirring,  we  open  all  the  windows:  but  in 
windy  Weather,  we  take  the  advantage  of  opening 
that  fi(te  only,  which  is  entirely  fro:  from  the  hurri- 
cane. Before  the  gallery  lie«  a  terrace,  perfumed 
with  violets.  The  building  not  only  retains  dtt  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  encreafes  it  by  reflexion,  but  defends 
and  protefts  us  from  the  northern  blafts  j  and  as  the 
front  is  always  warm,  the  back  part,  in  like  manner, 
is  equally  cool.  It  is  fo  contrived,  that  we- are  en- 
tirely Iheloered  from  the  violent  heats  -of  the  fouth- 
Wclt  1  and  indeed  let  the  wind  blow  from  what  cor- 
ner it  will,  the  influence  and  power  of  it  are  broken 
and  deftroyed  by  the  pofition  of  the  gallery  :  and 
Cber^ore  we  find  it  a  very  pleafant  rotxn  in  winter, 
and  much  more  fo  in  fummcr  ;  for  then  the  Ihadow  of 
the  building  is  thrown  upon  the  ternux  iil  the  fore- 
noon ;  and  in  the  afternoon  we  can  waUciinder.tbe 
fliade  of  it  in  the  place  of  exercife,  or  in  tliat  part  of 
the  garden  next  to  it :  the  fhade  lengthn^  and  de- 
fieafing  according  to  the  length  ot  dec^c^e  Of  the 
day.  But  the  gallery  itfelf  is  never -coi^erij'j^^  when 
the  fun- fhiiles  perpendiculariy  upon  ^i root  oiAx.. 
^dd  to  this,  that  by  opening  the  windows  we4«re  a 
thorough  draught  of  the  weft  wind,  wjifch  'prevFnrs 
altljad  eSeds  arifing  from  the  ftagnatibDCpf.iwwliolc* 
fom  air.  -:  -.,  v,   •■  ■ 

At 
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At  the  end  of  the  terrace,  adjoining  to  the  gal* 
ienf^  is  a  little  garden^partment,  which  I  own  is  my 
delight.  .  In  truth  it  is  my  miftrefs  :  I  built  it ;  and 
in  it  is  a  particular  kind  pf  hot-houfe  %  which  looks 
on  one  fide  towards  the  terrace,  on  the  other  towuxls 
the  lea ;  but  on  both  fides  has  the  advantage  of  the 
fun.  A  double  door  opens  into  another  room,  and 
one  of  the  windows  has  a  full  view  of  the  gallery* 
On  the  fide  next  the  iea,  overagainft  the  midme  waU, 
is  an  elegant  Uctle  dofet ;  feparated  only  by  tranfpa* 
rent  windows,  and  a  ^  curtain,  which  can  be  opened 
or  fhut  at  pleafure,  from  the  room  J  ull  mentioned. 
It  holds  a  bed  and  two  chairs  ;  the  feet  of  the  bed 
(lands  towacds  the  fea,  the  back  towards  the  hou&, 
and  one  fide .  of  it  towards  fome  diftant  woods.  So 
many  different  views,  fecn  from  fo  many  different 
windows^  diveriify,  and  yet  blend  the  profpeft.  Ad- 
joining to  this  caoinet  is  my  own  conftant  bed-cham- 
ber :  where  I  am  never  difturbed  by  the  difcourfe  of 
my  fervants,  the  murmurs  of  the  fea,  nor  the  vio^- 
lence  of  a  ftorm.  Neidicr  lightning,  nor  day- light 
breaks  in  upon  me,  till  my  windows  are  opened.  The 
reaibn  of  io  perfeA  and  undifturbed  a  calm  here 
ariles  from  a  large  void  fpace,  which  is  left  between 
the  walls  of  the  bed-chamber  and  of  the  garden ;  fo 
that  aU  ibund  is  drowned  in  the  intervening  va« 
cancy»  .Glofe  to  the  bed-chamber  is  a  little  ftove, 
placed  fb  near  a  imall  window  of  communication, 
that  it  lets  out  or  retains  the  heat  juft  as  we  think  &u 

'  HiHocmminMt  is  properly  a  fitUrium^  which,  in  old  £ngli(h»  b 
calM  a  fidlar*  a  place  raifed  and  expofied  to  the  fun.  Monfieur 
FiUhien  tranflates  the  heliocaminus^  Unfaionfort  echauffi  par  Par* 
dtwr  d»  [okil*  Scarce  any  word  in  our  language  anfwvrs  it  fufii- 
cUatTy.    Tho  derivation  conies  from  4^io<»  the  fun,,  and  ««^ff, 

a  fiimaoK. 

^  The  tnuiA)arent  windows  and  curtain,  fpoken  of  in  this 
placcy  wer^  aniwerable  to  our  glafs  doors  between  rooms :  fo  that 
when  they  were  thrown  open,  the  clofet  was  joined  to  the  othev 
room,  ana  the  bed  flood,  as  it  were,  in  an  alcove. 
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From  hence  wc  pafs  dirough  a  lobtry  into  anoUier 
room,  which  ftaivds  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  to  receive 
the  lun,  though  obliquely,  from  day -break  till  paft 
noon>  When  I  (hut  myldf  up  in  this  i^artmcnt,  I 
fecm  to  be  enclofed  at  a  great  diftance  from  my  own 
houfe.  The  chief  delight  I  take  here  is  during  the 
fwfts  of  Saturn,  at  a  time  when  all  the  reft  of  the 
houfe  is  filled  with  thcclamours  of  the  feftival ;  for  then 
I  never  interrupt  the  divcrfions  of  my  domeftics,  nor 
do  they  break  in  upon  my  ftudies. 

But  amidft  all  theie  conveniencies,  and  all  this 
ifure,  we  want  running  water.  However,  we 
ive  wells,  or  radier  iprings  at  command  :  for  fuch 
h  the  wonderful  nature  of  the  ground,  that  in  any 
part  of  the  ihore,  take  off  the  furface  of  die  earth 
where  you  will,  water  immediately  bubbles  up,  and 
preients  itielf :  and  it  is  fb  perfe£tly  pure,  as  not  to 
have  ijie  leaft  briny  tsUle,  though  fo  near  the  fea. 
The  neighbouring  woods  yield  us  great  plenty  of  fuel, 
€nd  Oftia  furniihcs  every  kind  of  provifion.  A  fru* 
gal  man  can  be  very  well  contented  with  what  a  fmall 
village  a&MTxis ;  eipecially  when  it  is  fo  near,  as  to 
be  ieparated  from .  us  only  by  one  houfe*  There*  are 
three  inns  in  this  little  town,  in  each  of  wiiidi  thert 
is  a  bsfth  'y  a  Tery  great  conveniency,  in  a£t  my  badi 
at  home  is  not  ready  heated  and  prepared  \  which 
may  happen  either  by  my  too  fudden  arrival,  or  my 
too  Ihort  ftay.  A  great  many  little  hoq&s,  here  az4 
there  joined  in:  clu^ers,  or  feparately  jlbtttenil  along 
the  coaft,  feem  to  entertain  us  with  a  profpedt  of  fe-r 
vcral  cities.  If  you  go  upoh  the  w^er^  or  if  ^u 
walk  upon  the  ftiore,  the  landfldp  is  the  faSfnfc  i'  the 
i^JT^nd  l;felf  jis  fom^times  ifoftened  by  a  long,  calm, 
])Ut  ^uchi  ofcener  h^-dened  by  the  tumult  and  conflk^ 
of  th^  waves,  .  I  muft  own,  that  our  oc^an  dxxs  not 
jijapimd  with  the  choiccft  kind  of  fifli  {  ho^.ctcr,  it 
produces  excellent  ibles  and  prawns.  Butis  tx)inlan4 
plenty,  my  hwfc  i$  never  without  it^  eipecially  milk  % 
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for  ^  cattk  arc  contrnv^dly  cocniog  from  thdr  pd^ 

Novr  tdl  me,  do  I  appear'  to  a&  r^Qoably,  iti  fix* 
ing  my  habitation^  akid  caking  infinice  deUgbtin  fiich 
a  re^eait?  If  vou  are  not  too  ximck  wedcted  to  iSx^  . 
cityt  you  will  be  impatient  to.  retire  hither  dfo^  I 
mil  youjMiy^  that  toudft  fo  itiany  ^psi^  djr-^ 
cumftanoQSy  whidi  attend  my  ;  villat  ^t  ^y  fiiU. 
boail  o^  a  Aiperior  Fecprnmendaj^oA  in  thp  happinrii 
of  your  Cfittipany.    Adkiu 

k 

OBSE&yATlONS. 

TW  hbuicf  iMndf  FlLtif  v  heie  ietbribei,  afluniecl  jtt 
QanK  Irom  Launmum^  a  viliage,  of  wMcliy  at  thw  diy^ 
tfanc  af«^Ga06e  any  rcmim^  excqpt  an  iiUi  eaikd:  San^Lo^ 
rmxti^  mfuao  it  it  tovpofol  put  of  dmt  viSag^  flood.  At  a 
finafi  diftaac^-finai  ms^iimzf  is  a  ^aice  caU6d  Patfhii^ 
where  fome  foMfaors  fist  die  Lawr$mnt  of  Sbcuvdus.  -  A 
fiiap,  so  the  edition  of  Piiky  by  *  Csllarius,  diewitii 
the  exa£l  Ipot,  where  oar  authors  vilb  was  bu3c»  tx>t  fa^ 
from  Ofith^  clofe  npon  the  ihore  of  the  7V2tf»  fed,  in  tH6 
terribories  of  Latiumy  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tylmr :  but 
vdiat^cr  delights  tbe  place  a&rded  Piiity,  die  neighbowv- 
hood  of  Cf/Ha  it  at  prefent  entirely  defected)  on  account  of 
the  badneft  of  the  dimate,  and  the  noxious  qualities  of  the 
air. 

LaMrtntinum  was  purcfaaled  by  Flint,  at  an  immediate 
retreat  after  die  fatiguing  employments  of  ti)e  day.  The 
diftance  from  Smu  anf«^red  this  pnrpofe.  Diem  iH'fiptiik 
mlBkafpaffiiUm^it  oriil^ffit:  ^*  Oaediffamcvit  feMitettin 
^  miles  &m  Ro/iu.**  The  pcofpiefit  &odi  die  itiid  wure  ' 
various  and  agcteaUe :  Piivr  ijpeaks  of  them  widi  '({Kafc 
fdeafuee  ia  the  l»e^nning  of  tUsepiftle^  VktiM  hinc  ^u^hA 
fiuifs:  <<  Varfety  of  olysas  jKrike  die  979  fnm  etery  MbJ^ 
lb  is.prfdpi^Ie  dsene  wa$  not  any  efttte  h^mlh|  !»  At 
houfe ;  which  was  a  building,  as  Flint  AsbdfciOT  Vllft  'fUH 
cadierirf  ^binrenttnce  than  cf  magmiicsenoe;  rKSb  iMut 
<»^^  tfn  fumftmfr  ttt^U^  "^  My  villa  U  a  ixmmm^ 
'  '■  -  /.^  ,  •  '■.''■■■       »' 

,   .         ^     m»        m  .    ..«  »     •      ■ 
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♦*  not  a  fumptuous  edifice."  Yet  it  evidently  contained 
many  apartments,  and  fome  of  the  rooms  were  large,  but 
the  height  and  proportion  of  each  room  are  left  to  be  fup- 
plied  by  imagination.  The  plans  of  Laurentinum  ■,  although 
they  are  given  us  by  different  architeSs,  are  each  of  theni 
the  wo^'s  of  fancy,  aiSfted  by  particular  pafT^ges  in  this 
letter.  MoNTFAycoN  has  tranflated  this  eplAle,  and  h^ 
concludes  his  remarks  upon  it,  in  a  manner,  that  may  ferve 
as  a  motto  to  the  tranflation  exhibited  in  thefe  (heets ;  hisi 
words  |re,  in  rebus  tarn  obfcurisy  ubi  quantocunque  Jiudio^ 
fuantactifiqui  animi  contentione  remfufcipias^  fmtintiarum  di-^ 
verjitatem  nunquam  vitare  pojjis,  ^ando  defcriptiones  hujuf- 
modi  minutatim  adornata  tn  Unguam  nojiram  convertunturj 
voces  quafdam  Jingulares^  qua  res  Jignificant  non  hodiemi 
tifus,  non  niji  hariolando  interpreteris  :  tn  tali  vero  dejcri" 
ptiomnn  condifione  quifque  fuo  modo  hariolatur :  ^^  W}iere 
^^  there'is  fo  much  obfcurlty,  which  cannot  becleared  up  by 
^^  the  moft  intenfe  ftudy,  or  the  greateft  application,  a  di^ 
^'  verfity  of  opinions  is  inevitable  When  defcriptions  of 
^<  this  kind^  fo  full  of  minute  particulars,  are  to  be  tranflated 
f <  into  onr  I^guage,  and  when  certain  words  occur,  which 
f  <  are  iibW  betome  obfblete,  you  muft  be  obliged  to  guefs 
*^  often'  at  the  meaning;  but  where  mere  defcription  is  the 
f*  objeft,  tvtry  man  gucfles  in  his  own  manner," 

'Nam  fpecularibus^  &c.  The  fpecularia  of  the,  antients 
anfwere J  the  effeSs  of  our  glafe  windows.  The  lapis  fpecu" 
laris  was  a  tranfpareht  ftone,  which  ^PuNY  the  elder  tells 
ys.was  originally  found  in  the  fartheft  parts  of. Spain.  The 
nature  of  the  ftone,  according  to  that  hiflorian,  was  re« 
maskable; '  He  iays,  humcrmlhunc  terra  quidam  autumant 
aryjialli  modi gJaciari :  ^^  Some  philofopher^  ate  of  opinion, 
f'  that  the  lapis  Jpecular is  is.^  certain  juice  of  the  earthy 
f  which  congeals  after  the  maimer  of  cryfJal."  The  fame 
author  adds,  that  although  this  ftone  is  of  .an  extraordinary 
fofbiefi,  yet  it  endures  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  the  fe« 
verity  of  the' winter  j  nor  is  it  liable  to  decay,  or  fufccpti- 
hlt  of  any 'damage^  except  of  burning.  Thefe  qualities 
rendered  vit factum J^eculare^2iS  ufeful,  although  perhaps  not  fo 
tnmfparent;^  as  glafs.  , 

EJ^  MrHmedias  cavadium  hilare :  ^f  A  cbearful  quadrani^ 
^?  gwlv  POMTt  flands  in  front  oiF  the  portico."    The  cava 

f  Vantiquiti  expHquie,  VoL  3^  Li«.  x.  chip.  14. 
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aCius  of  the  tntiente  are  divided  by  ViTRuviys  into  live 
forts.  The  eavxdium  diMitviatum  was  the  kind  defcribed  ii) 
this  epillle :  a  quadrangle  cncotnpafled  by  buildings  onvitrf' 
fide.      . 

A^  triclinium  fatit  pukbrum :  the  triclinium  was  the  dui* 
ing-room,  the  Iwigth  of  which,  according  to  VitrutIds, 
ought  to  be  twice  the  -breadth.  The  antients.al  thw 
feubf  extended  themfelves  upon  beds.  Each  bed  con- 
t^ed  Ihree  perfons,  or  fometimes  four ;  but  the  form  and 
manner  of  the  tridinia  are  too  fufliciently  known,  and  ex- 
hibited, to  require  any  farther  ex[Janation  here. 

Max  atrium  fyh/as.  Sic.  I  apprehend  tttriwn  to  fiKnify, 
in  this  place,  baritlandi  graliSf  a  vellible ;  if  notj  it  is  an- 
other court  of  offices. 

Cuiiculum  cum  prxartme :  the  procoeton  was  a  room  ap*' 
propriated  for  ll&ves  to  lie  near  their  mafters.  A  lobby^ 
where  fervantt  might  remain  within  call. 

In^4  baiinta:  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  baths,  as  has  beenr 
dfcwbcre  obfcrvcd  ■,  flill  fliew  their  magniiicence.  Peribnt. 
of  diftin^ion  had  private  baths  at  their  country  feats ;  fudi,' 
as  are  here  defcribed  by  our  author :  but  the  bath  was  onlyi 
ufed  before  meals,  by  thofe  who  bathed  for  cleanlinefs,  oe 
for  Jiealth.  On  this  account  Horace,  when  he  reptave* 
the  Roman  youth  for  their  vices,  takes  notice,  that  they  go 
to  the  baths  immediately  after  a  debauch,  and  walk  through 
the  ftreets  with  torches,  carried  before  them  in  the  opoi 
day  I  sScAations  equally  unwholefome  and  ridiculous. 

AntoniusMusa  introduced  and  recommended  the  ex-- 
ercife  of  cold  bathing  at  Rcnu,  where  it  never  had  been 
ufed,  or  at  tnft  had  been  long  negledcd  till  his  time.  But 
it  then  became  fo  prevailing  a  faOuon,  that  men  of  confukr 
digpity  ftrove  to  outvie  one  another  in  quaking  and  trem- 
bling in  the  coldeft  water,  and  in  the  cofiuft  weather.  Si-. 
HEGA  values  himiyf  upon  having  the  title  of  PsycHRoiUf 
TA,  and  boafts,  that  he  was  able  to  dance  in  cold  water  ofi 
the -fifft  day  of  January.  It  is  plain,  he  thought  this  r^-- 
men  the  beft  method  to  harden  his  conllitution,  and  to,  pro^ 
lone  his  life.  When  he  was  to  die,  he  chofe  tEq^wvm 
bath  with  bleeding,  as  moft  proper  ta  procure  an  eafjt  diffi^ 
Jution,  and  an  happy  euth^naOa. 

;   SeetheEflayonpLiHr'sIifc. 
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By  the  adyice  of  Antonjus  Mvsa^  Horace  left  thcL. 
hot  baths  of  BaiiCf  as  hurtful  to  bk  eyes  s  and  uied  die  ccU 
baths  of  Clujium  and  Gdbii. 

. .  Nam  mbi  Baiat 

MusA  jju^irvtfmai  Antonjus  :  tt  Uunm  illis 

Mtfaat  tmjifum^  gelidd  cumperluor  uudd^. 


'* 


^  For»  Musa's  knowledge  and  his  fnmSij  ctre 
f ^  fi^d  loe  hoc  Baia's  noxious  fprings  fbri)ear ; 
**  And  yet  ihc  people  woiider,  when  I  brave 
*«  The  whoUbeae  finartod^  of  a  colder  iiwc." 

MusA  was  the  favourite  phyfician  of  Augu8T0S,  whom 
lie  recx>vered,  by  the  cdd  badi,  from  a  dai^erotis  diforder. 
Xitts  xailfid  his  reputation  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all  the  pfay- 
ficians  at  Rome  (hared  part  of  the  honours  he  received,  and 
were  ever  aftsrwards  placed  in  equal  rank  with  the  elites 
MmrunA^  [^^  Roman  knightg.'y  He  is  die  celebrated  phyfi- 
oiuif  upon  whom  Virgil  beftows  that  beaudful  epiibde  in 
the  charader  of  Ia^is  ;  and  who,  after  he  had  preferved 
AtJQUSTUS  in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  unfortunately 
deftrtr)red  youi^gMARCRLLUs  by  the  fame  mediod.  So  un- 
ceitain  is  the- godlike  art  of  cure. 

The  accounts,  which  fome  of  die  authors  of  antiquity 
ttve  of  their  baths,  are  not  only  fui^rifing,  but  incredible. 
They  tell  us  of  gilded  roofs,  jafpcr  pillars,  filver  pumps, 
pavementB  Ruddedwith  gems  and  jewds,  and  innumerable 
•mamentB  of  prodigious  coft  and  fplendour.  Macrobiu^ 
goes  fo  far  as  to  mention  StROius  Or  at  a.  qui  primus  hal^, 
juasptfdiki  hahuit:  *^  who  had  built  baths  Jiahgin|  in  the 
♦*  air,**^  The  ialineay  which  Pliny  fpeaks  of  in  this  epiftle, 
ane  rather  convenient  than  pompous,  rather  neat  than  mag- 
nificent.;  and  are  no  otherwife  remarkable,  than  as  they 
were  an  exception  to  the  prevailing  extrava^nces  of  thofe 
tiaaes ;  whbn  the  ouiragtous  luxury  of  the  Komaiis  appear-^ 
ed  :in  n6  infbnce  fo'  confjiicuoufly  as  in  th^  badis. 
w.-CAofa  lUf&dM  pifiina  :  tho  calida pifcina"m2iy  fi^ify,  as 
tes  hstih  tmnflaied,  ^  warm  bath :  but  it  is  properly  a  ci^ 
ftemtowalh  in,  filled  with  warm  watfiyV^'l^ig^I^J^  near 
the  houfe  j  which,  by  a  communication  with  the  hypocaujium^ 

7  Horace*  Epiff.  15.  Sook  1. 

became 


{lecame  a  lK)t.bfitk:iypf)nan]racc2ifioa,  aad;i/easto  be  em** 
pticd  W  filW  itf:  pj^rc, 

Hinc  turris  ^rigiturfft^iuudiatap  i^c*  ift  et  alia  turris  ; 
fvh  im  trlclimim^  l^c.  PwifY  h<b  y^y4)arti^:ular  in  d^ 
icribix)^  tbdCb  two  Ho^ers^  »i4.tbe  ^djamb^ft^^wbicb  thej 
a>ataioed«  that  /vre  vyift  be  .  convince,  they  confifted  of 
two  pr  tWs  ftori^  in  ])elgbt ;  f  od  of  cwfiMiuence  ftaic 
ca&s  muA  lead  up  tp  thi:  ievejral  apartments,  Monfieur 
Felibxsn  bgs  plained  fouf  (mrfl  iUb  fafeaifi  the  aogJes  of 
the  porticoy  01^4  ^  !^  ^9  Pf r:^Jf^er  Oi  but  P|fW¥ 
is  fo  iUeat  ufqn  a;fpip^  wJboieji^  e'^^^fHW^ofi  was  muffi 
to  he  defiredy.  t{^  .at-the  diilafife  of  ,ne^.  ie«re«^een  buAr 
drpd  yeaf$t  tbe  ifituatip^  of  the.  ihkrcafe^  iljMiaot  be  exa^j 
afcertai^ed»  ,-  ;  ...  ' 

<^  hence  the  gallery  extends  itfm,  ^^  appears  with  thf 
^<  magmficence  of  a  3;mblic  building*''   .We  cannot  know 

buUty  or^it  k.>i^  a.wpjck  (^  bis  own  de{^  :  ,in  piu&a^oe 
of  a  wandritLg  guJ?^  we'may  fup^ipile'^  ApQZ.f,oppAU6  to 
have  e;»ocutej^  9^  J?l4WY  ^0  bave  pri(>je^^  the  plan^  Thp 
a(>erUne^t  joining  tQ  the  g^dJefy  w^  certainly  built  i>y  S^«* 
cuiJDy^  H»Jffyui}  andit  ijs.pro^ble  ipiBlegant.,a  .gaUerjr 
was  rati*^  by  the  ianjue  artift|  and  was  a  particular  edifice 
for  Pony's  own  ufe,  aijd  to.  his  own  tafte; 

Jn  cafite  4j/?i  dfv^ips  cryptaportuusy  Mi  di^eta  efi.  Thi^ 
garden  apartinent  feeni?  to  have  conta^n^  ^  tfadfe  charn)s» 
wbipipi  rendered  t^ursntitmrn  io  exquifit^y,  4€lightful,  to  our 
author*  It  was  the  UrH  diata^  rather  than  the  viJU  Laur 
renUfia,  that  engaged  bis  heart.  Xhre^  particulaf  pointy 
were  ftudied  in  this  building,  wannth,  profpeft,  and  retire- 
ment :  the  firfl  is  fleicrijbed  by  the  following  fcntence.  In 
hac  helidcamimis  qufdffnh  ^/fP  fJE^^^.^f^^V  P^h  utraquf/olem. 
It  is  very  difficult,  as  has  been  already  ninted,  to  find  out 
any.  adequate  exprejTion  in  que  lang^age^  that  inay  convey 
the  fUli  idea  and.  meaning*  of  fhe  nelipcaminm :  to  calUt^ 
bot  houie^  is  only  to  give  it  an  £ngliih  denqjaunation^  1that 
niav  {JLgnity  a  plaoe,  Pi.  be^  »  fuch  it  was  undoubtedly,  and, 
as  fucht  .it  maj^  coavlnce  us,  that  Pi^iNY  was  an  inhabitant 
of  bi«  If^wrcminum^  filote  in  the  imnxa^  than  in  the  fununer 

.   '  A  famons  arcfaitc6k  in  the  days  of  Trajan,,  who  bailc  die 
Trajan  pillar^  and  the  Hone  bridge  oyer  the  Danube.  '  % 

feafon. 
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fcafon.-  The  divcrfity  ^f  prrfpcS*  Ofuft  be  always  agree* 
able :  a  pedidusman^  ftjrs^.our  audydf  f{ieaking  of  a  clofet, 
a  ferg$  vilUf^  a  eofiu  ffviy-M fades btomm  UfUdan fenejiris 
it  djjtinguit  et  mfceit.  The  foaimng  <tf  Ae  fea,  and  the  in- 
termingled cottages  mmcHD^'difhlntwSods*  ^cdmpdfed  perhaps 
of  ever-<'greens,  and  YorMlg  at  kind  of  Wihter  garden^  muft 
be  a  great  entertainment  to  the  eye,  and  muft  give  infinite 
delight 'to  a  fpeculativi^'ininf,'  which  is  abimb  happy  in  be- 
Jiolding*  a' variety  inf  the  wbrka.  of  nat^lnKi  But  the  diief 
pointy  the  rdirement,  was  patticularly  ftuditid)  and  Was  en- 
joyed in  the  utmoft  perfeSHon^  cfpecially  in  Pliky^s  bed- 
duunber,  where,  interjacem  dndrwiy  ^^^^mtermediate  fpace 
<<  between-the  walls  Jfb^mnid  alltioife  $''  ^  that  our  author 
was  never  difturbed  by  th&  roarings  of  the^  MeMterrafuan^ 
in  the  moft  tempeflubixs  (eafdn^  nor  by  Aitfcotinb  of  his  fer^ 
tants,  during  dse  Saturrnktit./    .       -  :  ^^  ^y-- 

Thcfe  fcafts,  in  hoiioiir  ^'  thd  god  SA?rtrinr,  cbnrinued 
three  dajrs.  The  time  i^tiieir  commencemem  -qi  December. 
The  flaves,  diirine  thb  iblemnity,  weit  p^rmitxied  to  aft '9^ 
mafters,  and  while  the  feaft  was  celebrated,  no  war  was  to 
be  declared,  nor  was  a  criminal  to  be  executed.  Riot,  dif- 
folutenefs,  and  all  the  extrava^ce  of  pleafure  reigned^. 
Such  tudnilcnt  exceflb;  were  certainly  diiazr^eable  to'  a  phi- 
lofophic  mind.  The  foul  iA  Pliny  was  rormed  for  fhidious 
privacy  3  and  his  purfuits  of  knowledge  being  frequently  in- 
terrupted, in  the  more  hiagnificent  apartments  of  £euM^i^ 
num^  he  raifed  this  additional  building,  at  the  end  X)f ')iis 
gallerr,  as  an  afylum  to  his  ftudies,  and  a  £mduary  to  his 
lpecu]atio|is  :  he  fpodcs"  of  his  favorite  edifice  in  the  raptur- 
pus  ftilf:  of  a  lover :  Amorts  m^i,  re  peri  amores^ 

Here  is  my  heart,  here  fix'd  my  foul's  d^^t^ 
Derp  the  cftlfi)  chamb^  of  fioigetful  ni^t, 

«•     -,  I  -■«  ,     •  ■        ■  ; 

•  TM  p^  of  the  Meditomnean  fea  faeit.td  0/fia  tdSZath 
rtntpn  U  dQled  by  the  old  geomphers^  hUre  It^httm* 

^  CjiT^iSMvs,  who  pablSfacl  an  edition  of  Pmnt's  epifile$*at 
MUefii  in  the  year  1 506.  has  the  following  nnnarkaUc  note  upon 
thcfe  feftivab  :  SatMrnaiihu  Uabaijir'ufs^/Mtt^s  ^leis^  neii  pitib 
mifd  cum  dfmimJf  fid  fans  hoaores  illis  in  am9ginrtt  jta  £ce¥i^  e$ 
emtd  ludorum gefiert  remitiii  cujvs  ail  VBsrioiA  in  ALiQyfBUS 
Italije  orpiDis  ptrBLicy  apruc  aasTASr  ra&T  hatai^im 
^fPBiirroais  ygsTaif 

When 
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When  the<foft  ii9iur|  th^  ^qwny  wing^  compofe. 
And  gentle  ihimbet.  o'er  my  femes  flows. 
Freed  from  dolnJ^ftic^AOift,  ami  public  ftrifi^  .     . 
I  drink  dbUfidii  of  «n  anxioqs  lifts/ 
Or,  if  I  w^txy  ^attentively  eiq^lore, 
'  An4  drafiv  foithclcarning  {roa  her^olden.j 

~  As  Plzkit  jm  omitted,  to  ment^m  the  proportion  of  any 
one  room. fiithr garden  ap8rti^eI^^  Off  in  w  Laur4Utinuv^ 
itfelfy  ScAMdrft^&iy  FtJLlBlBHs.  is^  other  authors,  h^ve  en- 
deavoured to  iUpiply  Jik^defiddiicyf.^by  i^ing  fiippofltitioua 
dimenfions  t^  eakrh  ])ardpular  i^mi^ber.  But  t;o  what  pur« 
ptirpoA.  n^^vit  reptne^ilfter  a  moiv  certain  and.exa^  de^ 
fcription  oi^^Mrminnm  f  .^henour.own  country  may,  at 
this  day,  bgaftpfra  villas  wbe^  the  graBde\^of.tiefign,the 
delicacy  of  art,  ^  tseauty  of  i^repoirtiony  and  the  juftnefi 
of  tafte,  appesMT  in  aft  fai^  fpjeifdor,  and  widi  as  true  ele- 
gance, as  Grt€UiM  ftaif  couli-efct  celebrate^'  and  at  no 
Sweater  diflanocifr^in  L(mdm  than  'ChifivictJ. 

.       ■  1  ■■  .       "  • 

Ei'lSTT  L  ET    XVIir. 

Pl  i  NT  r  '/^    J  U  N  r  U  8^  M  A*U*lt  1 0*r  &* 

«  •■■,*■  >  i.'j* 


WHAT  more'  acceptabte  mjuhftion  ;can you 
lay  upon  me,  than  to  flelire  I  would  look 
out"  for  a  preceptor  to  your  brothcir*s  children  ?  By 
this  kind  adt  you  fend  me  back  to  fchdol  again,  and 
I  refume,  as  it  were,  that  mofl:  agreeable  part,  of  life. 
I  fit  among  .the  young  people  as  I  ufcd  to  do  ;  and  I 
meet  with  f recju^nt  inftances,  where'  the  profictency  I 
have  made  irt  my  ftudies,  ftrikeis  th^m  with  *gnckt  de- 
ference towards  me.  Let  rac  giye  you  a  proof  of  it : 
they  wer^  T^e^rfing  the  Q^ther^day  before  a^^gc^'au- 
diencci  and»  Hbftfore  many  *  perfofis*  as.  hig^/iip  "raiik 
and  qudity'Wfftyfelf.    They  fpdce  tiU.i  c^me  in 

.^withQui:  tKeJ,^;^wc  orhefitation,  but  at -that  mo- 
ment tKey  Tv^A  ail  filent  and  abalhfcd.    I  'fhould  not 

•mention  this  ifwident,  .unlcfs  it  were  more  to  theii^ 
praife,  than  to  my  own  j   and  :unlds  I  could  give 
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you,'  by  it,  a  moft  hbpeful  proi[]E)€ft  of  a  modeft  and 
proper  educatioi^foir  ypur  ncphcwsu  The  part  then, 
that  remains  mqr^  ii;)^ediat;«iy  f^^  is  to  attend 
the  profeflbrs^  apd^.lbe^f  k^huct,  t^  I  have  gone 
through  tbeoi^  ^tad  iiieti  to  ieaidi  you  my  opinion  of 
each,  as  minutely,  as  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  per* 
mitv  *nd  in.  &<^  *i  c«^  yon  may 

imaj^eyburfelf'jirtfchratdj^  and  exami- 

nati6hs:. '  This;  k.  a^  dutyi,  aid  a  ;tafl^  which  J  owe 
both  to  y9C^'  luidtb/tiie  memory  of  your  brother  % 
more  Specially  iii^.apftflajyr  of  fiicb  iafimte  confecpjencc; 
£or,  what  caD  be  of  greatbr  importsnce  tn  you,  than 
that  t^csfe  chiii^«VH  I  (houM  c^thmt  yow  children, 
did  you  not  nb#*lofe  tftcrrt  brtticr,  tHan  if  tiidy  were 
your  own,  ihotiJd  ^£e«  ^b^f  <g  fticlh  a  fathprt 
and  fuch  an  vifidit  T  I  Ihoutd  certainly  bkye  claimed 
the  truft,  which  you  now  repofe  in  me,  had  you 
never  requefte4  it^  Though  u  yreli  know  what  an 
invidious  offide' Jt  is,  td'fefeft  ah  ihftruftor  from 
among  ^hofc ,  numbers,^  ^p  ntuft  .be;  olBlendieSd  by 
being  neglected.  But  whatever  envy,  hatred,  or 
malice  may  fall  upon  mc^  oa  account  of  my  choice 
for  your  nephews^  X  'ou^  to  be  as  little  moved  by 
it,  as  parents  woida  ■)be9  oii  account  of  their  owx^ 
children.  ^FarcwcUt  ' 

'   '     «  * 

O  B  SJE  RVAT  I  ON  S. 

The  affeSIons  of  Pliny  were  conftantly  continued,  and! 
carried  down  to  the  furviving  pofteritjr  of  his  friends.  Hi» 
love  knew  no  end.  Death  could  not  Interrupt  the  current 
ef  his  friendfhip.  It  flowed  oh  in  omne  voluhilis  ovum*  la 
Ae  fourteenth  epiftle  of  the  lirft  book,  we  few  him  recom- 
mending a  hulband,  Minutius  AciIianus,  to  the 
daughter  of  Arulenus  Rusticvs  ;  and  here  we  fee  bim^ 
intent  in  chufmg  a  precq)tor  for  the  fons  of  that  unfortu- 
nate Roman.  With  what  refignatioit  and  cafe;  of  mini. 
might  a  man  quit  the  world,  were  he  Aire  to  leave  fuch 
friends*  as  Fliny'  behind  hi'm  ?  friends  firm  and  faithful  to 

bis 
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his  family,  and  to  his  children ;  fathers  to  the  fatherlefs,  fup^ 
porters  to  the  helplefs,  benefa<^ors  to  the  indigent :  and,  if 
one  may  ufe  the  expreffidn^  the  victregents  of  the  Almighty 
here  on^arth.  It  is  true,  the  children  of  Rusticus  were 
left  nioro  imnedUiitcfy  tlnde^ti)e  care  of  Junius  Mauri- 
cus,  their  uncle ^. but  we  muft  obfenre,  that  Mauricus 
takes  no  oneftep  of  importance,  in  regard  to  their  welfare  oj: 
tiucatioc^  4Brfthwl;  confultiiig  and  ddpdndiag  upM  Ft iti^  ; 
whb  J9  rify\fc4dL  t^pi  <>riy  t^  cotplm  allhis&Il  io  choodbg 
a  preceptor  for  them,  but  to  watcfi  ao^  giiidp  thti^  yoimg 
Romans  m  their  dawuici^  of  reafo^  and  their  fiift  ftqpsrto*- 
wards  eniditibh.  .       *" 

There  ittmetstmrice  in  the  epiftfe  bdbre  us,  to  which  ■^ 
fhndl  alteration,  perhaps,  is  allowable;  becaufe,  As  it  now  * 
Katxk,  i^  f»^im{)c)ible  to^  be  KteraRy  true.  Our  ait^or,  in 
i^tcaldng  ta  IVLkUtixcua  of  bis^  nepberm,  &y»  f»Ktm^  ^  I 
*<  ihonJd  call,  jdieoi  3roar  children^  did.  you  not  now  tetve 
V  them  better^  than  if  they  weye  your  otm.'^  Had  Pl«ifT 
ever  been  a  f^er,  he  muff  hairc  uowAf  thai  no  maA  can 
lov^  his  nephews  better,  than  he  loi^eahikowachildreiu  Let 
die  kind  repmfo  of  in  u|icle  rife  ever  fb  high,  let  his  ten- 
demd^'tohttiiephews  be  never  fa  extenfive, .Ae^  cannot 
etfMi  tlK^kvve  of  a  parent.  Paternal  dffeiftion  ia  beymidall 
defcription,  ,and  bx  ouH  of  «h6  reach  of  words :  k  iat  only  to 
be  fek,  not  exprefled.  The  compliiMttt  i^Kleed  wmita  be 
kfjfen^d,  but  the  fb^tence,  methinks,  wtmld  run  more  na« 
turallythu^:  ^  I  ifaould  call  them  your  cbiUren,^  did  yoa 
•*  hot  fetm  to  love  them  better,  if  poffible,  than  your  own." 
No  mail  knows  what  he  is  to  feel  as  a  parent,  tin  he  is  oiie» 
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E  P  I  S  IT  L  E    XIX. 
Pjliny  /d  Velius  Ce  real  jitj. 

■  ■  «        * 

YOU  defire  nic  to  rehfcirfe  my  ipecch  before  i 
large  number  of  my  friends:  I  Ihall  obey,  be-* 
caufe  the  command  comts.  froni  you.    But*  I  con-' 
icfs,  I  am  tiot  wkhbut  my  doubts  and  uneaflnefi  up-* 
on  the  occafion^  I  cannot,  but.  reflect,  that  written 
Speeches,  when  thi^y  are  rehearfed,  not  only  lofe  thcif 
Jtorce  anid  Ipirit,  but  almoft  their,  very.  name. .  They 
want  diole  incitements^  that  ufually  tend  to  grade  the 
^^efcch,^  and  to  ftir  up  emularion '  in  the  feeaker :  I 
mean  the  aflembly  of  judges,  the  eoncoiirlc  of  advo- 
cates, the  expeftation  pf  the  event,  the  high  cha- 
tafters  of  the  pleaders,  and  the  different  partieis,  intoi 
wMch  the  audience  are  divided:  Add  to  this,  the! 
adion  of  the  orator  himfelf,  botK  in  .walking  back- 
l^ards  and  forwards,  and  in  Ipeaking ;  and  that  cor« 
refpondent  vigorous  exertion  of  the  body,  which  ac- 
companies  aU   the  motions   of  the   mind.    From 
hence   it  happens,   that  thofe,   who  Ipeak  fittings 
though  in  every  other  refpeft  they  have  the  fame 
advantage  with  thofe,  who  fpeak  in  a  {landing  po- 
fture,  yet  feem  enervated  and  deprefled ;  nlerely  oe-* 
caufe  they  fit.     And  again,  thofe,  who  rehearfe,  arc 
ftill  in  a  worfe  ftate :    their   eyes  and  hands,  the 
great  helps  to  elocution,  are  confined  \  and  it  is  no 
wonder,    if  the  attention  of  the  audience  droops^ 
when  it  is  neither  foothed  nor  fliarpened  by  any 
outward  allurements.    I  mufl:  obferve  to  you  like- 
wife,   that  the  fpeech  I  mention  is  of  the  conten- 
tious and  oflfenfive  kind.     Befides,  we  are  naturally 
apt  to  conclude,  that  what  we  have  written  with  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty,  will  be  heard  with  little  re- 
lilh.     And  indeed,  where  can  we  find  an  auditor  fo 
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lupright,  as  not  to  be  more  pleafed  l^th  what  is  ^weei 
and  harmonious^  than  what  is  grave,  and  nervous  t 
There  often  arifes  too,  upoh  diefe  ocdlfiohs ^  a  very 
llumeful  difagreertieht  between  the  judges  and  the 
audience ;  the  former  enedting  Vety.  difierent  j|ieeches, 
from  what  pleafe  the  latter^  and  yet  every  hearmr! 
oug^t.  to  aa  as  impartially,  as  if  h^camaithfittitlD 
fit  m  judgement  However,  it  noay  £>  happen^  tSfebtil 
notwithftanduig  all  thefe  dilSiculties^  the  novdty  of 
die  performance  may  be  an  advantage  to  it  The  no^ 
vdty  will  certainly  be  acceptable  to  dur  owoi  ped*, 
pie.  There  is  indefcd  amongft  the  Creeks^  a  bx< 
flx>nl^  whidi,  though  very  difiotnt  fix>m  4us»^  1^^ 
fi)nie  diftant  refemblahce  to  it.  For,  as  it  is  their 
praftice,  when  they  reverie  laws,  as  contrarv  lb  a^ 
formerly  pa^d,  to  comparb  them  with  otner  lasraf 
inbeing;  ib  I,  to  deitKmftrate,  that  what  I  uiffoj 
and  contended  for,  was  plamly  included  in  the  uyt 
againft  brftery,'  have  been  obliged  to  compart  it^ 
not  only  with  other  laws,  but  with  the  ^vera| jdau-i 
ies  a)ntisuned  in  that  law  itfelf.  The  igoorant  will 
not  approve  of  this  method;  and  the  le^  &vour  ift 
'finds  with  them,  the  more  it  ought  to  meet  with 
from  the  learned.  But,  if  you  will  abfolutely  havd 
me  proceed  in  this  rehearfal,  no  perfons  fhall  be  pie-* 
fcnt,  except  men  of  learning.  However,  I  defirc 
you  will  thoroughly  confider  within  younelf,  whc-* 
ther  I  fhould  attempt  the  performance,  or  not  s 
weigh  all  the  arguments  I  have  mven  you  on  One 
fide,  and  on  the  other,  and  then  let  youl:  reafon  de*^ 
termine.  But  remember,  it  is  your  judgement,  not 
mine,  will  be  called  in  queftion :  m^  obedience  will 
fufficiently  plead  my  exculci    Farewclh 
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out  with  her  lateft  bl-cath,  **  O  that  wicked,  that 
**  treacherous,  that  more  than  pegured  villidn !  who 
**  has  perjured  himfelf,  although  he  f^Vorc  by  his 
"  fon'shead/*  ;  .     . 

This  is  an  oath,  which  Regulus  niakes  ufe  of  no 
lefs  wickedly,  than  frequently ;  ;  and  by  which  he 
calls  down  the  an^er  of  the  goBs,  whom  he  pro- 
vokes by  daily  perjuries,  upon  tHe  head  of  his  un- 
happy boy. 

The  rich  confular  Velleius  BtiEsus  finding  Wm- 
felf  extremely  ill,  in  that  ficknels,  which  proved  his 
laft,  was  defurous  to  alter  his  will.  Regulus,  who 
from  a  new  will  expefted,  that  fom^thing  might 
poffibly  accrue  to  himfelf,  efpecially  as;J[\e  tiad  lately 
taken  great  pains  to  infinuate  himfelf  .into  ^LiESus, 
was  perpetually  entreating  and  befeechihg .  tihe  phyfi- 
cians,  that  they  would  find  out  fome  method  to  pro- 
long the  life  of  this  dear  man.  But,  as  foon  as  the 
new  will  was  figned,  he  altered  his  countenance,  and 
fpoke  in  another  ftrain  to  the  fame  phyficians :  "  How 
**  long,  fays  he,  will  you  torment  this  miferable 
•'  mortal  ?  Why  will  you  hinder  him  from  dying, 
*'  when  your  whole  art  cannot  keep  him  alive  ?** 
iSsus  dies,  and,  as  if  he  had  overheard  Recui^v  s> 
id  not  leave  him  a  mite. 

.  Two  ftories  furely  are  enough,  unlefs  by  the  fcho- 
laftic  law  you  infift  upon  a  third.  I  have  it  ready 
upon  the  fame  theme.  Aurelia,  a  woman  of  high 
drefs  and  parade,  was  about  making  her  will  *,  and 
at  that  time  had  dreflcd  hcrfelf  in  one  of  her  fineft 
fuits  of  cloaths.  Regulus,  when  he  came  to  wit- 
nefs  the  will,  faid  to  her,  *'  Let  me  intreat  you  to 
*'  leave  me  thefe  fumptuous  garments."  Aurelia 
imagined  he  was  in  jeft,  but  he  ferioufly  perfifted 
in  his  requell :  in  fhort,  he  obliged  the  lady  to  open 
her  will,  and  to  Ixqueath  him  the  cloaths  fhe  then 
wore  •,  nay  whilft  fhe  was  writing,  he  obfcrved  every 
fyllablc,  and  looked  over  her  to  fee,  if  Ihe  really  be- 
queathed 
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queathed  him  the  legacy.  But  Aurelia  is  alive  and 
well ;  thbiigh  he  forced  her  to  aft  towards  him,  as 
if  ihe  had  been  at  the  point  of  death  :  and  thus  he 
catches,  at  inheritances  and  legacies,  as  if  he  deferved 
them. 

But  why  do  I  ftay  any  longer  in  a  city,  where 
knavery  And  falfliood  meet  with  far*  greater  rewards, 
than  either  modefly  or  virtue  ?  Look  at  Regulos, 
whOi  from  a  poor  mean  creature,  has  raifed  himfelf 
by  his  villainie3  to  fo  plentiful  a  fortune,  that,  as  he 
told  me  $imfclf,  he  confulted  his  ftars  once,  to  know 
how  foon  he  ftiould  be  worth  *  fix  thoufand  great 
fefterces',  and  he  found  hy  the  facrifice,  the  entrails 
of  which  were  double,  that  he  fhould  be  worth  twice 
that  fum.  And  he  certainly  will,  if  he  goes  on,  as 
he  has  begun,  in  this  mbft  wicked  kind  pf  impofi'* 
tion,  by  making  the  lafl  wills  of  other  people  fiib* 
fervient  to  Jus  own  di^ate^  and  defires.    Adieu,      -^ 
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Thefc  ftories^  at  the  time  they  were  told,  when  many  of 
the  perfons  mentioned  were  living,  the  charafliers  known, 
and  every  circumftance  perfedly  underftood,  miift  have  afp 
forded  great  matter  of  fpeculation  and  raUlenr  at  R^me. 
They  have  not  lofl  their  value  in  the  fpace  of  nxteen  hun.- 
dred  yeais.  The  colours  are  ftill  flrong  and  lively,  and  we 
are  prefent  at  the  icene  betwixt  Regulus  and  Vbrania  : 
■We  fee  him  fitting  by  her  bed-fide:  we  view.him  acting  the 
part  of  an  aftrploger,  and  cafting  a  figure  upoa  his  fingers  : 
He  mutters  to  himfelf,  h^  aflumes  an  air  of  wifdom,  he  en- 
quires into  her  age,  ^p4  the  hour  of  her  birth;  and  he 
pra^ifes  all  the  myft^rious  arts  of  a  fecond  flighted  con)u- 

*  [Sextfrtium  fixcentiei]  amount  to  more  than  four  hundred 
and  eighty  four  thoofand  pounds  of  our  money.  -  There  we^e  two 
forts  of  fefterces^  the  great  and  the  fmall)  the'  former  of  whidi 
grc  here  fpokcnof,  .  ,  .    .   ^        j. 
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rcr.  So  far  we  mav  laugh,  but  what  makes  the  hypocrite^ 
itaore  ferioufly  deteftable,  is  to  find  by  the  laft  words  of  Ve* 
kANiA,  that  he  had  pawned  the  life  of  his  fon  [^bi  per 
Jalutem  filii  pejeraffit']  in  fanSion  of  his  avaricious  defigns, 
ind  in  fupport  of  his  confummate  hypocrify.  The  ReguU 
of  our  days  pawn  their  fouls,  and  fwear  to  falfhoods  by  the 
hopes  of  their  falvation :  and  though  the  aflieverations  are 
different,  they  are  made  to  ferve  the  fame  iniquitous  pur« 
pofes,  and  they  generally  meet  with  the  feme  fuccefs. 

//&,  ut  in  periculo^  credula :  *^  She  credulous,  Jike  a  per- 
^^  fon  in  danger."  Here  is  an  evident  inftance  of  Pliny's 
good-naturcv  The  words,  ut  in  periculo,  are  inferted  mere- 
ly to  defend  a  lady,  whofe  behaviour  ftood  in  great  need 
9f  (bme  apology:  for  if  Regulus  had  been  the  declared 
enemy  of  her  hufband  Pi  so,  and  after  his  deadi  had  beeii 
equally  odious  to  herfelf,  [Marito  inimicijjimus^  ipfi  iiw/t 
Jijjimus^  nothing  but  the  fear  of  dying  could  have  excufed 
ia  conduft  fo  unbecoming  the  widow  or  Piso,  and  fo  deroga- 
tory to  a  woman  of  fenfe. 

Bljesus  moritur^  Regulo  ne  tantulum  quidem:  **  Blje- 
"  sus  dies,  not  a  mite  for  Regulus."*    I  dare  fay;  who- 
ever looks  into  this  epiftle,  will  be  much  rejoiced  at  the 
difappointmcnt  of  Regulus.     There  is  fomething  fo  ex- 
tremely ungenerous  and  cruel  in  wifhing  for  ,the  convulfive 
pangs,  and  laft  groans  of  our  fellov^  creatiire ;  that  it  muft 
be  a  nature  favagely  brutal  to  admit  of  any  fuch^  thoughts  : 
and  yet  this'  was  a  charafter  very  common  at  Romlf,     The 
Jtiare^peta  are  frequently  mentioned  by  moft  of  the  claffic 
authors.     The  fifth  fatir  of  the  fecond  book  of  Ho|iace, 
and  the  latter  end  of  Juvenal's  twelfth  fatir,  are  entirely 
Aipon  riiat  topic.    Ben.  Johnson  has  alfo  formed  his  VoU 
pane  upon  the  fame  plan ;  though  Corbaccio  is  flill  a  more 
extraordinary  mifer  than  Regulus.     The  whole  comedy 
fliews  to  what  a  pitch  of  wickednfcfs  and  folly  this  particular 
fpecies  of  avarice  can  drive  mankkld. 

.  The  ftory  ^f  Aurelia  gives  us  ftill  a  farther  infight 
into  Regulus,  who  condefcertds  even  to  beg  old  cloaths, 
rather  than  not  be  entitled  to  a  legacy.  It  is  a  maxim  with 
the  avaricious  to  get  whatever  they  can :  they  think  no- 
.thing  too  mean  to  afk,  nothing  too  fordid  to  wi(h  for.  A 
-Covetous  man  has  fo  voracious  an  appetite,  and  fo  quick  a 
(^^eftiPH,  that  he  can  never  be  fa6sfied.  His  defires  are 
like  a  whirlpool,  ready  to  fwallow  up  whatever  floats  within 

reach. 
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reach*  and  to  take  in  every  ftraw  and  atom,  that  comes 
within  the  circle.  But,  if  we  were  glad  to  find  Regulus 
fruftrated  in  his  expc£telions  of  a  Icpcy  from  Velleius 
El  JESUS,  it  will  be  fome  pleafurc  to  imagine,  that  Auke- 
LiA  outlived  him,  or  that  Oie  wore  this  particular  rich  fuit 
of  cloatha  *  long  enough  to  reduce  it  into  a  tattered  legacy 
at  her  death. 

*  It  was  the  cuRom  in  England,  within  there  hundred  year*,  to 
leave  fuiti  of  cloathi  a*  legaciM  to  particular  friendi  and  re- 
laiions. 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    I. 

PxiNY/aCALTISlUsJ 

I  Cannot  recoiled  that  I  have  erer  (pent 
I  my  time  more  agreeably  than  lately 
'  with  Sfurinna  :  infomuch,  that,  if  | 
}  live  to  grow  old,  there  is  no  man, 
\  whom  I  Ihould  think,  at  that  period  of 
life,  more  worthy  of  my  imitation. 
Nothing  can  be  more  remarkably  diftinguilhed  thvx 
his  way  of  living ;  and,  as  I  take  delight  in  oblenr- 
ing  the  regular  courfe  of  the  planets,  1  have  the  £une 
fort  ot  plcafure,  in  confidering  the  decent  order,  in 
whj^h  men  pals  their  days,  e^eciaUy  men  in  years. 
In  young  men,  pcrfaaps  fome  irr^jularity  and  di£> 
order  fnay  no(  Of  vm^cwmuis:  but  in  the  down-i 
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hill  of  life,  all  things  fliould  be  carried  on  fmobthly 
ifld  methodically.  The  time  of  induftry  is  thcii 
pa&d,  and  the  allurements  of  amHtion  are  become 
i^iamcful,  / 

Spurinna  keeps  to  this  rule  moft  religioufly  ?  Jl 
the  greateft  trifles,  trifles,  if  they  were  not  his  dalgR 
employment,  he  moves  round  in  one  unvaried  rota- 
tion,  and  regularity. 

In  a  morning,  he  remains  fome  time  rununating 
in  his  bed :  he  calls  for  hif  cloaths  about  eight  a\ 
dock,  and  takes  a  walk  generally  of  three  miies^  no^ 
oidy  for  the  exercifc  of  his  body,  but  of  his  mind; 
If  his  friends  are  with  him,  they  converfc  and  djilputc 
upon  various,  ufeful,  and  polite  fuWedU:  if  te  is 
alone,  a  book  is  read  to  him ;  which  is"  fometimes 
the  cafe,  even,  when  his  friends  are  prefent,  provided 
they  fhew  Ao  aw^erfion  to  it*.  LAs.foon  as.  he  c6m*es 
in,  he  fits  down ;  and  then  again  fome  book  is  taken 
up,  or  fome  cony^rfatioa,  preferable,  to  a  book,  is 
purfued:  after' which,  he  goes  out^in  his  chariot, 
and  takes  with  him  his  wife,  a  woman  of  Angular 
merit ;  or  elfe  ohe  of  his  friendi;  and  of  late  1  was 
the  perfon.  It  is  then,  then,  you  enjoy  jhe  fweets 
of  his  private  converfation  :  it  is  then  hs  opens  to 
you  the  fl:ories  of  antiquity  :  what  aftions,  what  men 
A>  you  h^ar  of  \  what  precepts  do  you  then  imbibe ! 
But,  whilft  you  learn,  fo  excellently  tempei'ed  is  his 
modefly,  he  does  not  feem  to  difttte. '  After  an  ex- 
fUrfion,  in  this  manner,  of  about  leven  miles,  Jic 
walks  again  a  mile ;  and  then  repofes  himfelf,  or 
gbes  up  to  his  chamber  to  writer  and*  his  writings, 
both  in  Greek  and  I  .atin,  are  rnatoriy,  e{pecially  his 
Ijrics.  His  poetry  is  fo  wonderftiUy  fweet,  fi>  c^fy^ 
mScI,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  gay,  thiat  die  only  addition 
nil  graces  it  can  receive  are  frbm-the!  unftrified'ch^- 
lifter  of  the  autiior.  When  they  bring  him  wordi 
that  the  hour  of  bathing  is  comb,  which,*  iri 'winter, 
h  ^t  three  o'clodc  in  the  afterhoirii  -and,  in  iUnimer, 

at 
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;  two^  if  tlicre  is  nawind^  he  walks  quite  undrei^ 
in  the  fun;  and  then  .plays  at  tennis  violently^  and 
fox  i  loi^  tune  together.    This  is  a  kind  <>f  exercife; 
Yhichhe  ufes  as  a  weapon  iagainft  the  attacks  of  old 
age.     After  bathing  he  goes  to  bed,  chufing  not  to 
cat  the  moment  he  comes  out  of  the  bath.     In  the 
mean  while,   fon^ething.aniufing  and  of  no  confc- 
quence  is  read  to  him ;    and  his  friends,  during  all 
this  .iAtcrval>  are  at  liberty  to  divert  themfelves,  ei- 
^r  m  the  "fame  ni^Buier^  or  in  any  other  they  chuie. 
When  fuppcr  i$  fet?v^d,.  you  find  it  no  lefs  neat  than 
frugal^  and  the  whole  fervice  is' in  pure  antique  filver. 
He  has  likewife  a  fet  of  Corinthian  plate,  which  he 
fom^imcs  ufes ;  but  feems  rather  to  be  pleafed  with 
it,  than  proud  of  it.    We  are  often  entertained  at 
fupper  with  a  comedy ;  that  even  pleafures  may  be 
(batoned  with  ftudy-    The  fupper  generally  breaks  in 
upon  the  night,  even  in  fummer  :  and  yet  a  meal 
lengthened  out  by  fo  much  politenefs  can  never  ap- 
pear tedious.     By  thefe  means,  he  has  his  hearing 
and  eye-fight  entire,  ^nd  his  body  is  perfeftly  aftive, 
and  vigorous,  although  he  is  turned  of  feventy  fe<» 
ven.     The  only  mark  of  age  he  difcovers,  is  pru- 
dence.    My  wilhes,  and  my  thoughts,  lead  me  to 
look  forward  to  this  kind  of  life ;  which  I  am  deter- 
mined to  enter  upon,  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs,  as 
foon  as  I  am  ib  far  advanced  in  years,  that  I  can 
plead" a  fufficient  excufe  for  my  retreat.   -In  the  mean 
while,  I  am  engaged  in  a  multiplicity  of  bufinefe  •,  in 
which,  however,  I  comfort  myfelf  with  the  example 
of  Spurinna  :  for  he  alfo,  as  long  as  he  thought  he 
was  in  honour  obliged,  applied  himfelf  to  the  fervice 
of  the  ftate ;  he  has  pafled  through  the  feveral  ma- 
giftracies,   he  has  governed  provinces,  and  he  has 
earned  by  his  toils  the  tranquillity,  which  he  now 
poffefTes,     I  fet  myfelf,  therefore,  the  fame  courfe, 
and  the  fame  boundaries :  and  I  declare  this  to  you, 
under  my  hand,  that,  if  I  (hould  go  beyond  the  li^- 

mits. 
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tnitS)  I  have  prefcribcd,  you  may  have  full  commit 
lion  tx>  call  me  back,  to  be  judged^  by  my  own  let^ 
t^r ;  and  command  me  to  retire,  whenever  you  think 
I  fhall  not  run  the  hazard  of  being  reproached  for  my 
idlenefi.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  letter  is  full  of  latent  beauties,  but  they,  here  and 
there,  feem  to  want  a  little  help  to  bring  diem  forward,  and 
to  refcue  them  from  obfcurity.  Concifenefi  in  familiar 
letters  is  not  only  allowable,  but  almoft  inevitable;  and  yet 
Pliny  ftands  condemned  of  never  fitting  down  to  write  an 
epiftle,  without  an  intention  of  pubiifhmg  it  Admitting 
the  accuiation  to  be  true,  he  fat  down  to  a  very  good  pur« 
pofe;  and  the  polite  world  are  much  obliged  to  him,  for  die 
pains  he  has  taken,  to  tranfinit  his  thoughts,  with  elegance 
and  conredneis,  to  pofterity.  But  I  am  apt  to  diink  he  had 
no  fuch  defign :  his  heart  flowed  dirough  his  pen ;  and  if 
bis  fendments  are  more  refined,  his  turns  more  dafy,  and  his 
flyle  more  delicate  than  ordinary,  thefe  beauties  sire  owing 
to  the'  excellence  of  his  genius,  and  the  perfeAion  of  his 
nature;  and  not  to  that  vanity,  which  makes  a  man  try  to 
appear  better  and  wifer,  than  he  really  is,  either  in  inclina- 
tion, or  capacity.  It  is  true,  Pliny  defires,  that  this  letter 
to  Calvisius  may  be  kept :  but  what  is  his  motive  for 
diat  requeft  f  It  is  to  be  kept  as  a  witnefi  againft  himfelf,  as 
a  check  to  his  ambition,  and  as  a  curb  to  his  purfuit  of  pub- 
lic honours.  He  thinks  there  is  a  time,  when  even  glory 
may  be  fadated ;  and  he  refolves  to  retire,  when  the  labours 
of  the  day  have  juftified  his  impatience  for  the  evening's  reft. 
But  if  he  fhould  fidl  into  a  very  common  error,  or  being 
unwilling  to  quit  the  reins  of  power,  and  to  repofe  within 
the  chariot,  which  he  had  driven,  he  intreats  Calvisius, 
to  ftop  him  in  his  career  of  grandeur,  by  producing  this  epiftle, 
and  fetting  before  his  eyes  the  pidure  of  the  wife  Spurin* 
ITA,  thus  drawn  by  himfelf;  as  the  portrait,  he  fhould  wifh 
to  refemble  in  the  decline  of  years,  cum  tndujlria  fera^  it 
turpis  ambitio  eji  :  *<  When  induftry  is  ill  timed,  and  ambi- 
•*  tion  is  a  reproach/* 

The  ftrange  diforder,  in  which  Pliny's  epiftles  are 
thrown  together,  is  never  enough  to  be  regretted.    No  cha- 
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ra£ters,  unlefs  fuch  ^  happen  to  be  contained  in  one  letter,  \ 

are  preferved  entire ;  no  hiftorical  fa£b  are  conneded ;  no 
unity  of  time,  or  jJace,  is  conlidered :  ferious  reflexions, 
amufins  trifles,*  public  afb,  and  private  buiinels,  are  all 
blended  together,  with  as  little  fkill,  or  confideration,  as  was 
ever  beftowed  upon  any  author.  But,  not  to  dwell  upon 
obfervations,  that  will  neceilarily  occur  too  often,  throudi- 
out  this  work,  let  us  remember,  that  in  the  feventh  epiftle 
of  the  preceding  book,  Vestricius  Spurinna  is  repre- 
fented  to  us,  returning  in  melancholy  triumph,  on  the  lofs 
of  his  fon  CoTTjus,  from  a  peaceful  vidory  he  obtained 
over  thofe  Gernian  fiivages,  the  BruStiri\  . 

A  race  unpolifh'd,  but  inur'd  to  toil. 

Rough  as  their  beav'n,  and  barren  as  their  foil  % 

The. trite jcomparifon  of  old  men  to  the  ietting  fun  is 
very  juftj  becaufe  their  glory  dazzles,  when  their  heat  hasi 
no  longer  influence :  but  they  never  appear  more  awfully 
venerable,  than  when  they  have  run  dieir  race  of  vigour 
with  univerial  applaufe ;  and  are  retired,  to  enjoy  their  prize 
of  fiune,  with  humility,  and  in  peace:  or,  as  ^  Homer. 
has  defi^nbed  them,  when  from  warriors  they  become  coun* 
fellors,  when  their  ftrength  of  body  is  fucceeded  by  an  equdl 
firength  of  mind,  and  when  they  can  look  upon  the  chaniu 
of  beauty  with  the  eye  of  prudence,  and  not  of  love. 

Vestricius  Spurinna  is  defcribed  in  this  epiftle,  as 
an  old  man,  of  ah  excellent  diipofition.  He  had  fpent  his 
youth  in  military  aSions,  and  in  the  foldierly  fervice  of  his 
country :  he  had  feen  various  revolutions,  and  had  outlived 
feveral  emperors :  and  having  received  from  Trajan  the 
honour  of  an  equeftrian  ftatue,  he  retired  to  his  country 
feat,  and  pafled  his  life  in  the  temperate  and  regular  manner 
defcribed  in  this  epiftle  j  a  manner,  which  captivated  Pi^iNlr 
fo  extremely,  that,  not  to  ufe  his  own  words  again,  we  may 
cxprefs  his  thoughts  and  wifties,  in  the  following  admiraUe 
lines,  from  Mr.  Dryden  : 

So  would  I  live,  fuch  gradual  death  to  find. 
Like  timely  fruit,  not  ihaken  by  the  wind, 

f  Fentom.  ^  Spt  HoMSR.  Iliad.  3.  jt.  146. 
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But  ripely  dropping  from  die  faplefs  bough. 

And,  dying,  nothing  to  myfclf  wouW  owe. 

Thus  daily  changing,  with  a  duller  tafte 

Of  lefs'ning  joys,  I  by  degrtesr  would  wafle. 

Still  quitting  ground  by  unpcrceiv*d  decay,  i 

And  fteal  myfelf  from  life,  and  mdt  away. 

EPISTLE    II. 

Pliny   to  Maximvs. 

« 

WHAT  I  fhould  readily  have  offered  to  any 
of  your  friends,  if  my.  power  were  equal  to 
yours,  I  now  think  I  have  a  kind  of  right  to  requeft 
for  mine.     Arrianus  Maturius  is  a  man,  who 
makes  the  mofl:  confidcrable  figure  among  thei  Jtti" 
nates.    When  I  mention  him  as  a  pcrfon„whb  makes 
the  moft  confidcrable  figure,  I  do  hot  mean  in  point 
of  riches,  although  his  wealth  is  very  great ;  but  I 
mean,  in  morality,  juftice,  wifdom,  and  prudence* 
I  make  ufe  of  his  advice,  in  my  affairs,  and  of  hi^ 
judgement,  in  my  fludies ;   becauie  be  excels  in  in- 
tegrity,  truth,   and  experience.     He  loves  me,  (I 
think  1  can  find  no  ftronger  expreflion)  as  you  love 
ine.    He  has  no  thirft  fox  preferment  -,  tod,  for  that 
rcafon,  has  kept  himfelf  in  the  order  of  knighthood, 
when  he  might  eafily  have  rifen  to  the  higheft  honours* 
But  it  is  my  part,  to  bring  him  forward  with  all  the 
luftre  I  am  able.      And  therefore,  I  have  a  moft 
earneft  defire,  to  dignify  him  without  his  expefta- 
tion,  without  his  knowledge,  and  perhaps  againfl  his 
will.     But,  what  I  would  bcflrow-  on  him,  fhould  be 
highly  honourable,  but  no  way  burthenfome :  a  fa- 
vour of  this  fort,  I  befeech  you,  to  grant  me  for 
him,  as  foon  as  any  opportunhy  ofiers.    You  will 
find  me,  you  will  find  him,  moft  gratefully  fenfible 
of  the  obligation :  for,  although  he  has  made  no  fuch 
requeft,  he  will  receive  it  with'  as  much  gratitude,  as 
if  he  had.    Farewell. 
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;  The  intimkcv  between  Pliny  and  Armanus  ^^atu* 
ftiu^  appears  from  the  many  epiftte3,  addre&d  bv  tke  for* 
mef  t6  tile  latter.     To  funi  them  up  together :  the  fccond 
epiftle  of  the  firft  book^  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  epifflcsx^ 
die  fecohd  book,  the  eighth  and  twelfth  epifU^  of  the  fourta 
book,  the  fecond  epifile  of  the  fixth  bock^  and  the  twendf 
firft  eplftle  of  the  eighth  book  are  all  written,  or>  atleai^ 
entitled  to  ArriAnus,  and  ought  to  have  been  placed  tx^ 
gether,  if  method  or  order  had  been  prefefved  in  anv  one  edif 
tiQn  of  the  author  before  us.  The  paxtkular  requeft,  made  by 
t'tiWy  for  his  iiiend,.  is  not  fpecified.    He  leases  the  choice 
and  difpoiition  of  It  to  Maximus,  and  oi^  afks  for  an  emr 
^loyment  of  honour,  dignity,  and  eafe.    There  is  a  polit(> 
nefs  in  this  epiftle,  that  prevents  all  commendation^  Msi 
Eefpeakis,  its  own  praiie*    It  is  written  to  Gavius  Maxit 
ilus'^  who  ^as  probably  at  this  Xxtns  Prjeft£iui  Frvttmrk% 
conmiander  of  ,thjp  praetorian  cohorts,  or  colonel  of  th^  lifbr 
gtiard;  -  an  office  of  great  truft  and  neame(s  to  the  empq-oKf 
perfon.    It  was  firft  inftituted  by  Augustus,  and  tvas  cx- 
aftly  anfwerab^e  to  the  matter  of  horfe  under  the  didfcators. 
There  may  be  occafion  to  fpeak  of  Gavius   Maximus 
hereafter ;  but,  the  furmize  of  what  dignity  he  bore  at  this 
jun6lure,  may  not  be  improper,  as.  it  is  plain  from  the  letter 
itfelf,  that  the^power  of  Gavtus  moft  have  been  very  ex- 
tenfive,  fince  Pliny  applies  to  him, -ap  to  a  perfon,  who 
coulcf  beftow  upon  Arrianus  almoft  what  employment 
he  pleafed.     Let  us  enquire  into  fome  particulars  of  Arri- 
A>^U6.  .  There  arg  many  perfons  of  .tl)^  name.    AirRrir- 
nus'Maturius,  *t|i«  fubjefl:  of  this  cpiiUe,  waa  bred  up 
at  the  feet  of  EjPiCTETtJs,  whofc  principles  he  fo  ftrongi^ 
fmbibcd, .  that  he  himfelf  made  afterwards  a  confiderabte 
figure  as  a  philofophcr ;    and  was,  befider,  a  learned  geo- 
grapher, and  an  excellent  hifteriah.    He  was  by  birtfr'  ait 
Afiatic;    born  art  Niconudia^  the  capital  city  oif  Bidiy$M. 
But  ou^r  author  fpeaks  of  him  herraran  hmbitant  ofJkii 
num^  the  fituation  of  which  is,  thus  gi^velvu^  by  PliKy  dshi 
elder.     Sequitur decima  regioIuJiiSj^  Adriatko,  mart  af^fita\ 
cujus  Venetia  :  Jluvius  Silts  ex  tnontibus  Tarvi/anis :  appidum 


tinwriy  &c.     **  The  next  is  thet^nth  region  of  lia^  op-j 
pofite  to  lii^AdnMk  fca-:  'in  liktiyej^onU  Venetia  i  rani 
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<<  river  Silh  rifing  from  the  Tarvljanian  mountains :  the 
<<  city  Jltimm^  ice"  Thus  we  tee  it  was  {dac^  upon 
the  Asiatic  fliore,  and,  according  to  Strabo^  near  ^- 
vemiaf:  the  ruins  of  it  are  ftill  to  be  foen  iipon  the  riYer 
SiZf.  There  is  no  account  given,  why  A&rianus  fettled 
at  Abifmrn.  The  beauty  of  the  place,  which  is  fpoken  of 
hy  Martial  ',  might  poffibly  have  been  his  inducement : 
but,  by  ^at  can  be  colle&ed  from  this  epiftle,  the  date 
whereof  is  no  wa^  to  be  afcertamed,  he  lived  there  pri- 
vately;  and  rather  illuftrious  in  charader,  than  in  ftation  i 
rich,  not  powerful ;  void  of  ambition,  but  full  of  gratitude 
for  favours  conferred ;  capable  of  any  employment,  defir- 
ous  of  none;  fond  of  retirement,  but  ready  to  ferve  his 
country,  when  called  upon*  Pliny,  ever  eager  to  bring 
forward  a  genius,  endeavours  to  recommend  Maturius  to 
the  affefiion  of  Maximus.  It  is  realbnable  to  believe,  he 
Acceeded  in  his  defign,  and,  by  this  letter,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  that  grandeur,  and  thofe  honours,  which  Arria* 
Kus  afterwards  enjoyed ;  for  hiflory  afTures  us,  that  his  ex- 
traordinary merit,  and  great  capacity,  raifed  him  to  the  dig* 
nity  of  a  conful,  and  the  government  of  Cappadma^  unoer 
^e  emperor  Adrian. 

^  Vid,  Strabo.  lab.  5.  !l  I^*  4-  Epig.  25. 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E    m. 
Pliny  to  Corellia  Hispulla* 

Jr  Am  really  in  doubt,  whether  I  moft  loved,  or 
L  admired,  that  great  and  good  man,  your  fadien 
Of  your  own  fake,  and  in  honour  to  his  mcmorv^  1 
detain  the  greatcft  afFedion  for  you ;  and  theretorci 
it  is  impofliblc  for  me  not  to  defire,  and  to  endea* 
vour,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  that  your  fon  fhoulcl 
be  like  his  grandfather.  I  confcfs,  I  fhould  chufe  to 
have  him  refcmble  his  grandfather  by  his  mother  i 
not  th^t  I  am  ignorant,  that  his  grandfather,  on  th6 
father's  fide,  was  a  m^n  of  eminence  and  reputation : 
his  fathci^  too,  and  his  uncle,  were  both  of  diflin« 

guiflied 
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lifted  charaftcrs;    He  will  certainly  refemblc  all 
[is  relations,   if  he  has  the  advantage  of  a  proper, 
liberal  education ;  in  which  the  chief  point  is  the  per- 
fon,  from  whotn  he  is  td  reteire  his  nrfl:  imprcffions. 
His  iitfan^  has  hitherto  kept  him  within  the  walls  of 
your  own  houie  ^  and  he  nas  had  mafteirs  at  homfr^ 
where  there  was  litde,  or  no  room,  to  make  danger- 
ous, of  indeed  any  tniftakes  :    but  his  ftudias  mull 
now  bring  him  forward,  beyond  thofe  limits ;  and  it 
is  time  to  look  out  for  a  Latin  profcflbr  of  rhetoric^ 
whole  fcholaftic  difcipline,  whofe  modefty,  and  whoft 
virtue  are  manifeftly  apparent^    Our  young  man^  a^^ 
mong  the  other  gifts  of  nature^  and  fortune^  has  the 
recommendation  of  a  beautiful  perlbn  ;  which  makei 
it  neceflary,  that,  in  this  dangerous  part  df  life,  his 
matter  fhould  not  only  be  a  preceptor,  but  a  guar- 
cli^n,  and  a  guide.     I  think,  I  may  venture  to  point 
put  to  you  Julius  Gbnitor.    1  love  him ;  but  that 
love  of  him  by  no  means  blinds  my  judgement,  but 
-oceeda  from  it^     He  is  a  man  irreproachable  in 
lis  moralS)  and  grave  in  his  deportment ;  perhap!) 
too  ftrift  for  the  licentioufnefs  of  thefe  times;     Thet^ 
are  many,    from  whom  you  may  be   informed  of 
his  power  in  eloquence;     HiS  manner  of  fpeaking 
has  a  certain  freedom,  and  opennefs^  that  difcovers 
itfelf  at  once.    The    outward  appearance,   indeed^ 
of  a  man's  life  does  not  fhbw   the   inward  laby- 
rinths, and  deep  recefles  of  the  foul  :  in  that  rclpedt 
let  me  be  anfwerable  for  Genitor.      Your  fon  is 
lure  to  hear  nothing  from  him,  but  what  will  be  im- 
proving.   He  is  fure  to  learn  nothing  from  himj  of 
wl\iGh  he  ought  to  remain  ignorant ;  and  he  will  be 
tau^t  by  him,  as  often  as  he  would  by  you,  or  by 
me,  how  much  he  ought  to  fet  his  anceftors  before 
his  eyes,  and  how  many  great  and  noble  names  he  is 
to  keep  up  and  fuftain.     Deliver  him  then,   under 
the  aulpicious  favour  of  the  Gods,  to  this  preceptor, 
who  will  firft  form  hi^  manners,  and  afterwards  teach 
yoL.  I.  R-  him 
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him  eloquence;  for,  without  morals,  eloquence  U # 
dangerous  art«    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  eptiUe  naturally  leads  our  thouj^bts  tm  educataon,  the 
moft  difficult  point  in  the  world  tx)  be  coaduded  with  thai 
nice  degree  of  wtfilam,  which  is.  neceiGuy  towards  bringing 
youth  to  a  proper  maturity  and  perfe£tion.  Children,  like 
various  forts  of  trees,  are  to  be  trimmed  and  pruned  at  dif- 
ferent feafons,  according  to  the  radical  principles  of  Aeir 
nature.  SucJi,  who  fprout  out  too  exuberantly,  and  grow 
wild,  are  to  be  kept  down  and  confined,  till  they  fall  intt> 
form  and  regularity.  Some  again  will  not  come  forwud 
without  ^eat  nouriflmient,  much  fun-fliine,  and  conftant 
encouragement.  Thofe  only  are  to  be  thrown  out  of  the 
garden  of  education,  who  are  never  likely  to  make  a  head^ 
and  whofe  fap  lies  aJl  at  the  bottom. 

The  authors,  who  have  written  on  the  fubjefl;  of  educa- 
tion^ are  numerous  ;  and  they  all  agree,  as  mdeed  they  all 
muft,  that  the  peribn,  who  is  to  have  the  immediate  inlpecr 
tion  and  care  of  a  young  man,  ought  to  be  as  diftinguifhed  for 
nK>rals,  as  for  knowledge ;  and  as  ftri£t  in  virtue,  as  diligent 
in  ftudy.    Theie  are  the  ex2&  fentinients  of  Pliny,  in  this 

tpifUe  to  CoHELLIA  HiSPVLLA. 

EPISTLE      IV. 
Plinv  to  Macrinus. 

ALTHOUGHI  have  met  with  approbation, 
in  what  I  have  done,  both  from  my  friends, 
who  were  prefent,  and  from  the  general  voice  of  man- 
kind ;  yet  I  look  upon  it  of  great  confequence  to  me^ 
to  know  your  fentiments:  for,  as  I  ihould  have 
wifhed,  before  the  affair  was  undertaken,  to  have 
had  your  advice  ;  fo,  now  it  is  over,  I  no  lefs  carn- 
cftly  defire  to  receive  your  opinion.  When  I  was 
gone  into  Tufcanyy  to  execute  a  public  work,  at  my 
own  expence,  and  had  received  my  pals  as  treafurer  i 
the  deputies  from  the  province  of  jvidalufia^  who  in- 
tended to  complain  of  Cuscilius  Classicus,  during 

-  the 
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wife  time  of  nis  being  proconful  there,  petitioned,  th(S 
Senate  to  appoint  me  for  their  advocate.  My  col- 
legoes  in  the^  trcaiury^  my  bell  and  moft  afFeftionate 
friends,  endeavoured  to  cxcufe  and  exempt  me  from 
Aat  bunleftj  by  reprefertting  the  neceffity  of  my  at*; 
tendarKe  jfbr  the  <fifdiarge  of  our  common  duty; 
1^  decree^  which  paf&d)  upon  this  occafion,  in 
c&e  fenatey  w^  ^Tiery  much  to  loy  honour^  It  was» 
tktt}  ^*  I  ihoidd  be  *^vocate  for''  thefe  provincials, 
♦^  if  riiey  ooiild  obma  my  own  confent."  The 
4^Aidesy  iieif^  ^ftgaiii  brought  into  the  fenafey  re*' 
hewed  thefer  fccjucft,  in  my  prefence,  that  I  (hould 
i»  appoi'nfted  their  adV'bcate ;  imploring  the  benefit  olf 
my  fi)ith&l  afliftance^  lytiich  they  had  experienced  a^^ 
gainfl  I^ASSA  Bjemv^^  asid  alledging  the  right  they 
had  to  my  patronage*  A  loud  and  unai^imous  aflenC 
of  thei  ifenate  fbllowod  ^  fudi  as  ufuaily  foreruns  the 
pninouixiti^  dieir  deorees.  Upon  whidh,  I  thus  ad^^ 
dref&d  myfclf  to  Ae  fenate:  *•  Ccwtifcript  fathers; 
*^'  1  now  no  longer  think,  .that  I  oflfered  any  juft  rea- 
•*  fons  of  cxcufe.**  Both  the  modefty,  ^nd  the  man-- 
ner  of  my  fpeech,  pleafed  them*  Not  only  the  con- 
fent  of  the  fenarte,  aldiough  that  chiefly,  but  other 
motives,  of  lefs  value  indeed,  though  many  in  num- 
ber, brought  me  to  this  refolution.  I  remembered^ 
that  our  anceftors  ufed,  of  their  own  accord,  to  pro- 
feciSPte  the  injuries  offered  to  their  private  and  parti- 
cular guefts :  for  which  reafon,  I  thought  it  mucljt 
more  mameful,  to  give  up  the  rights  of  public  hplpi* 
tality^ ,  Befidesi,  whea  I  recolleded  how  many  dif^ 
fiailties,  and  even  daggers,  I  had  undergone,  in  my 
fcwrriaer  afliftarice,  in  the  caufe  of  thefe  Atdalufiansj  it 
feemed  neccflary  for  me,  to  prcferve  the  memory  of 
my  paft  feMces,  by  adding  to  them  a  new  inftance 
of  friendflfi]^.  For,  luch  is  the  nature  of  mankind, 
that  the  griititude  for  all  former  obligations  is  loft, 
unleis  you  continue  it  bv  adding  new  favours ;  and 
^u^  you  h^ve  offica  obliged,  yet  one  denial  is  for 

R  a  ever 
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ever  remembered  I  wasJ&rther  induced  to  tjiis  uri^ 
dertakingy  becaufe  Classicus  was  dead,  and  CQnf&- 
quently  the  accuiation .  of  a  fenator^  which,  in  cafes 
of  this  kind,  is  ufuallythe  mofl  irkfome  anddifagree- 
able  part  of  the  dutjr,  was  removed.'  1  imagined, 
therefore,  I  fhould  j^ui  as  miich  rejJiitation  by  this 
/caiife,  without  making  ailiy  enemics^as  if  Classi* 
Gus  were  ftill  aUy]:-  Laftly,  I  thought,  if . I.  dif- 
charged  this  office,  for  them  now,  a  ibird  time,  I 
might  more  eafily  find  an  excuie,  if,  heieafter,  they 
ihouM  happen  to  conlplain  of  any  peribn,  ^igatnft 
whom  I  oyght  not  to  appear.  Fbr  flnoi  we  muft 
put  fome  period  to  all  our  offices  of  friendfhip,  we 
can  then  .aflume  th^t.  liberty  with  i  better  grace, 
wlien  we  have  prepared  the  way  to  it  by  many  former 
afts  of  kindneis. 

You  have  heard  the  motives  of  my  lelbiution :  it 
remains,  that  you  give  your  judgement  oh  one  fide, 
or  the  other;  m  doing iprhich,  the  honeft  freedom  of 
your  diflent  will  be  equally  as  agreeable  to.  me,  as  the 
authority  of  your  approbation.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Although,  at  firil  fight,  this  epiftle  may  fcem  to  carry  in 
it  an  air  of  vanity,  yet,  upon  examination,  it  will  be  found 
to  have  none.  Vanity  confifb  in  an  unnecidQIary  bpafl  of 
our  own  merits,  or  of  praifes  beflowed  upon  us,  whether 
well  or  ill  grounded.  This  was  not  Pliny's  cafe.  He 
writes  to  a  friend,  to  condemn,  or  approve,  what  he  had 
done.  He  cannot  then  avoid  telling  the  fafls  as  Aejr  were  ; 
and  he  makes  no  proud  comments  upon  thofe  fe^,  tnit  iho* 
deftly  fays,  that  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  fenate,  given 
in  a  manner  much  to  his  honour,  joined  to  fome  odier  con- 
fidcrations,  induced  him  t6  undertake  the  caufe  of  the  Jmb^ 
lufians :  an  account  of  which,  though  it  ought  to  have  pre- 
ceded this  letter,  will  be  found  in  Ac  ninth  epiftlc  of  4i$ 
book. 

Legati  pravtncige  BstticsBj  quefturi  de  prdconjiikrtu  C-«CILII 
•Classici,  advocatum  nu  a  fnmtu pttitrunt :  «<  The  Legates 
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**  of  tljc  province  of  Bxtica  moving  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
*«  pmconfuHhip  ofCAClLl^sCtAssicus,  claHhi^d  me,  in 
<<  the  fenate,  aa  their  adVOCO^/^  The  advocatuSj  iti  the 
primitive,  uncorrup(>ed  ages  of  Rfinu^  fignified  not  only  the 
lawyer,  but  the  friend  $  a  difintereftdl  perfon,  who  unjder- 
took  the  defence  of  his  client^,  upon  the  principles  of  gene- 
rofity,  and  ttws  motives  of  true  hoi^our  ;  one,  who  afted  nqt 
only  without  view  of  reward,  but  abfolutely  from  a  defire 
rf;relievin^  the  oppl'efledi  arid  giving,  not  felling,  juftice  to 
thfe  injured.: '  A)$  bribery  and  l»fenefs  made  their  way  into 
the  'ftate,  th^  tofRce'^'  advocate '  bckrame,  like  other  offices, 
ftiercenaiy  anAveiial.  Tacitus"  -exprefly  fay^,*  net  ftdd' 
^uamfuUifi^\fffermiamxVeHtf^i.ftik  quern  advd£aiortm  piTr 
jfiiUa  ^ :  ^^  Aqiqng  even  commodities,  that  bor^  a  public 
••price,  nothtng  was  lb- avowedly  faleable  as  tbf  wavering 
•*  faith  of  the  advocates,**  That  hiftorian  theii  goes  on  to 
liiention  a  Roman  knight,  named  S a mius,  who,  finding 
that  he  had  been  betrayed' by '  his  advocate,  fell  upon  his 
own  fword  in  the  houfe  of  the  betrayer :  an  ill-judgied  kind 
of  revenge^  snd  of  the  iame  fort  with  that  romantic  piece 
of  honour  in  the  Pruffian  officer,  who,  being  ftruck  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  by  the  prince  royal,  drew  out  hispiftol 
and  (hot  himfelf.  If  death  is  to  enfue  in  thefe  cafes,  let  it 
fall  upon  the  guilty,  not  the  innocent ;  or,  to  quote  the 
words  of  a  modern  author,  ••  If  I  am  to  die,  it  Ihall  be  for 
*•  ridding  the  world  of  an  arrant  villain."  But  the  Anda^ 
lujians  knew  PliNY  fo  well,  that  diey  requefted  him  as  an 
advocate,  in  the  original  fenfe  of  the  word.  They  defired, 
he  might  appear  openly  as  Aeir  friend,  becaufe  they  were 
fure,  he  would  a£l  honeftly  as  their  lawyer. 
.  Ut  dar4r  frwincialibui  patronus^  ft  ah  ipfe  me  impetraffent : 
:*\  The  fenate  declared,  that  I  fhould  be  a  patron  to  the  pro* 
^  vinces,  if  they  could  prevail  upon  me  to  aflfume  that  cha* 
♦';raaer/*  The  word  patronus  here,  like  the  preceding 
WOid  4ui99aUusj  refers  to  the  fenfe  and  meaning  it  bore, 
when  the  patrau  were  firft  inftituted  at  Rome.  The  clients 
conftantly  iheltered  tfaemfelves  under  the  wings  of  their 
patrons,, and  were  to  be  protedied  by  them  from  all  birds 
cS  prey  Wiatever  :  fo  tbait^patrocinii  feeeba^  which  was 
Airged  by  tki^  Andalujians  in  regard  of  Pi^iny,  was  the  league 
iii  P^tirQt);i^,  ;^e  indifpeniable  lye  of  the  patron  to  nis 
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client.  "  You  became  formefly)  faid  the  Batici^  our  pa* 
**  tron  ;  we  had  the  happincfe  to  be  your  clients  :  the  facred 
♦«  covenant  ftill  fuhfifli  between  Aefe  two .  relations,  and 
^^  you  ought  not  to  break  your  part  of  that  covenant,  fince 
•*  we  never  failed  in  ou»s»" 

Veniebat  in  mentem  pr tores  noJlr$s  itiam  Jingukrum  hojpttum 
injurias  accujationibus  voluntariis  txfituioSi  qufi  deforimm  ar^ 
bitrdbQr  puhlici  hofpitii  jura  negUgere :  *'  I  could  not  avoid 
**  rccollefting,  that  our  anceftors  voluntarily  punifllcd  and 
♦*  brought  to  juftice  the  perfons,  who  had  infringed  private 
<*  hofpitalityt  their  refentments  extended  t0  individuals:  X 
^<  (hould  deem  it  therefore  uncommon  bafeneft  in  nse  not  to 
<<  prote£t  the  public."    Hofpitality  was  one  of  the  reigning 
virtues  among  the  antients :  the  laws  of  it  were  efteemed 
facred  aj^d  inviolable.    Romulus  fet  the  $rft  example  of 
public  bofpitalitv  to  his  people,  by  making  his  new  colony 
an  afylum  for  all  ftrangers,  who  would  refort  to  it.    The 
Greeks  have  two  exprcffive  words,  to  fignify  public  and  pri^ 
▼ate  hofpitality.  The  firft  they  call  n|o£fyU^  the  laft  *i^»of «»«♦ 
The  duties  of  private  hofpitality  were  friendfhip,  protedion, 
£uth,-and  entertainment .}  and  we  may  obferve  by  this  epiftlQ» 
that  the  Romans  looked  upon  themfelves  fo  indifpenfably 
bound  to  the  difcharge  of  thefe  duties,  that  they  voluntarily 
undertook  the  c^ufe  of  their  guefts,  and  avefaged  the  wrongs, 
that  die  ftranger  had  fufFered,  even  before  he  had  been  re- 
ceived within  their  gates,     ♦<  If  then,  fays  Flint,  our  an-? 
^'  ceftors  afted  in  this  generous  manner  towards  particulate 
•'  perfons,  how  much  mor^  ought  I  to  exert  myfelf  in  de- 
^.*  fence  of  a  whole  people^  each  of  whom  I  may  look  up* 
f«  on  as  my  client,  my  gueft,  and  my  friend  f" 

The  otbcy  parts  of  this  letter  need  no  explanation ;  they 
arc  unhappily  too  true.  It  muft  be  allowfid,  that  the  refufad 
of  any  one  requeft  blots  out,  and  utterly  defaces  all  former 
obligations :  fuch,  alas !  is  the  general  mgratitude  of  maw- 
}:ind.  Nor  has  Pliny  lefs  reafon  on  his  fide,  where  he  fays^ 
|t  is  dangerous  to  provoke  a  fenator.  Great  men,  like  bees^i 
piuft  remain  undifturbcd  in  their  cell ;  for  whoever  provoke 
pne  of  the  fw»rm,  runs  the  hazard  of  being  ftung.  by  tbf 
Wfeple  bive,  ^t  Jei(l,  by  the  majority, 
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.  E  P  I  S  T  L  E    V, 
Pliny   to  Macer. 

I  Am  ettremely  pleafed,  rfiat  you  ttsd  my  unclc*$ 
books  fo  diligently*  ^  to  be  defirous  td  procure 
m  all, -and  talcndw.exa(5Uy«  of  wkat  books  he  has 
been  the  author;,  I  will  perform  the  part  of  an  in- 
dex ;  and  will  alfo  jxrint  out  So  you  tjic  order,  in 
which  they  wcne  written  :  a  piece  of  knowledge,  that 
cannot  be  unacceptable  to^the  learned. 

When  he  had  a^conimand  in  the  army  ',  he  com- 
pofed  a  treatife,  of  equal  ipirit  and  correftnefs,  con- 
cerning the  art  of  managing  the  javelin  on  horfeback. 

Two  books  on  the  life  of  Pomponius  Secundus, 
in  whofe  afFeftions  he  had  always  held  a  very  particu- 
lar place  5  and  therefore  thefe  memoirs  were  written 
in  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  fuch  a  friend. 

Twenty  books  of  the  wars  of  Germany^  in  which 
he  has  included  all  the  wars  we  ever  had  with  the 
Germans.  He  began  this  performance  when  he  was 
an  officer  in  Germany j  and  was  admoniflied  to  it  by  a 
dream  ;  for,  in  his  fleep,  he  faw  the  figure  of  Dru- 
sus  Nero  ftand  before  him,  who,  after  having  ex- 
tended his  conquefts  over  the  greateft  part  of  Germany^ 
died  there.  The  apparition  recommended  the  me- 
mory of  his  addons  to  my  uncle,  and  entreated  him  to 
refcue  his  nancie  from  the  injury  of  oblivion. 

Three  books,  entituled,  The  men  of  letters.  Their 
bulk  required  them  to  be  divided  into  fix  volumes  5 
and  in  thefe  he  be^ns  with  the  orator  in  his  cradle, 
and  perfedls  him  at  the  ban 

'  The  latin  is.  Cum  prafeSus  ala  milttaret.  Each  wing  of  the 
Roman  army  had  a  pr2cfe£i  appointed  by  the  cpnfal,  who  go- 
»V€rned  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  legionary  tribunes. 
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In  his  younger  years,  under  Nero's  govcmment, 
he  wrote  eight  pooks,  concerning  the  doybcful  figure« 
of  grammar.  The  ilavery  of  thofe  times  had  rcn-t 
dered  all  performances  of  a  freer  and  a  higher  nature 
flangerous. 

One  and  thirty  books,  that  are  a  continuation  of 
AuFiDius  Bassus's  hiftory, 

Seven  apd  thirty  books  of  natural  htftory :  a  dif<^ 
fulive  work)  learned,  and  not  lefs  diverfified  than  na^ 
Xtureit^lf. 
Tfou  wonder,  how  a  man,  fo  conftantly  employed 
in  bufineis,  could  write  (o  many  volun^s,  many  of 
which  were  upon  fych  i^Acc  fubjeds ;  and  your  wonder 
will  ftill  encreaie,  when  you  are  told,  that  he  was  a 
pleader  for  fome  years,  and  that  he  diedat  the  ag^ 
of  fifty  fix.  The  reft  of  his  time  was  filled  up,  and 
cmbarrailed  by  thole  great  employments,  which  his 
favour  with  fcveral  pfour  emperors  procured  him  : 
but  he  was  a  moft  piercing  gqiius,  incredibly  fond  of 
knowledge,  with  the  clofeft  application. 

He  conftantly  began  his  noc^irnal  lucubrations  at 
the  feaft  of  Vulcan  « 5  not  becaufe  it  was  an  aufpi-^ 
cious  fcafon,  but,  becaufe  it  was  a  proper  time  for 
ftudy :  in  the  fijmjfner,  at  the  beginning  of  the  night ; 
but  in  winter,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or,  at 
latcft,  at  two,  often  at  twelve  at  midnight.  He 
made  his  hours  of  fleep  perfedly  convenient  **  1  fome- 
times,  between  his  hours  of  ftudy,  and  fdmetimes, 
as  foon  as  they  were  over.  Before  it  was  day,  he 
waited  on  the  emperor  Vespasian,  who  allotted  his 
nights  alfo  to  ftudy  5  and  from  thence  he  proceeded 
to  execute  the  orders  he  had  received  :  then  he  re* 
turned  home,  and  again  employed  his  fparc  time  in 
ftudy.    After  dinner,  a  meal,  which,  according  tQ 

*  The  Vulcanalia  began  on  the  twenty  third  of  Augufi, 

^  Erat  fane  fomni  taratijpmu     Some  editions  have  it,  fomni 

fardjfirni :  *f  a  little  fleep  fufiiccd  him."  The  firft  Teems  moft  fuit- 

able  to  what  follows. 

the 
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the  cuilom  of  our  anceflors,  he  made  light  and  eafv, 
in  the  fiimmer^  if  he  had  ahy  leifure,  he  lay  down  in' 
the  fun,  whiift  a  book  was  read  to  him;  upon 
which  he  critadfed,  and  took  out  particular  paiB^es :; 
for  he  never  read  any  thing  without  making  an  ex- 
tradt  of  it  i-  it  being  his  conftant  faying,  that  "  no 
^*  book  was  fo  bad,  but  fomething  might  be  learned 
**  from  it."  After  having  thus  bafked  himfelf  v» 
the  fun^  he  commonly  bathed  in  cold  water,  and 
then  eat  a  Utde,  and  flept  lefs.  Then  again,  as  if  it 
bad  been  a  nl^-day^  he  Studied  till  fupper  time ;  -and 
during  fupper  a  book  was  read,  and  curlbry  remarks 
made. upon  it,  I  remember,  when  one  of  his  friends 
reprimanded  the  perfon,  who  was  reading,  for  fome 
wrong  pronunciation,  and  obliged  him  to  begin  a- 
gain,  my  uncle  faid  to  his  friend,  *'  Did  you  under- 
**  ftand  what  he  read  ?"  to  which  the  other  replied,' 
^*  he  did;*-  **  why  then,  rejoined  my  uncle,  would 
^  you  force  him  to  begin  again  ?  we  have  loft  above 
**  ten  lines  by  your  interruption."  So  parfimonious 
was  he  of  his  time.  In  fummer,  he  rofe  from  fuppef 
before  it  was  dark ;  in  winter,,  foon  after  the  dole  pf 
night :  and  this  as  pun£hially,  as  if  it  had  been  an 
indifpenfable  law  ;  nay,  he  did  it  amidft  all  his  bull- 
nels,  and  the  hurry  or  the  city.  In  the  country,  the 
time  of  bathing  only  was  exempt  from  ftudy.  When 
I  mention  bathing,  I  mean  the  time  when  he  was  ac- 
tually in  the  bath :  for,  whiift  he  was  rubbed  and 
wiped,  he  either  heard  fomething  read  to  him,  or 
di&ated  fomething  to  others.  Upon  a  journey,  re- 
leafed,  as  it  were,  from  the  cares,  which  at  other 
times  molefted  him,  he  applied  himfelf  to  this  fingle 
labour  only.  His  aiftanucnfis,  who  went  with  him 
with  a  boois:,  and  all  the  implements  of  writing,  wore 
gloves  upon  his  hands  in  winter,  left  the  fevefity  ot  ♦ 
the  weather  Ihoujd  make  hiip  lofe  any  time :  and,  fou 
that  reafon,  my  uncle  himfelf,  when  in  Romej  was 
always  carried  in  a  chair.    I  remember,  I  was  once 

reprimanded 


f9a  PLINY^s    EPISTLES. 

reprimanded  by  him  fof  walking,  "  You  need  nof^ 
*«  fays  he,  mi^nd  your  hours  in  this  manner :"  for 
he  thought  ail  time  loft,  that  was  not  employed  in 
ihidy.  By  this  conilant  application  he  finiihed  fo 
many  volumes  ;  and  left  me  one  hundred  and  fixty 
books  of  choice  remarks,  written  on  both  fides,  and 
in  ft  very  fmall  hand,  which  makes  them  ftill  more 
numerous.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  was  gover- 
nor in  SpaiHy  he  might  have  fold  thefe  conunentaries 
Co  Lartius  Licinius  ibr  four  hundred  thouiand 
iefterces  *;  and  9t  that  time  they  were  lefs  voluminous* 
Does  he  not  fcem  to  you,  upon  knowing  how 
much  he  has  read,  and  how  much  he  has  wrote, 
never  to  have  been  in  any  public  poft,  nor  ever 
in  favour  with  any  one  of  our  emper(»^  ?  Again, 
when  you  hear  with  what  aflfiduitv  he  proiecuted 
bis  ftudies,  does  he  not  feem,  neitner  to  have  read, 
nor  to  have  wrote  enpugh  ?  For,  what  would 
fiot  thofe  employments  hinder  ?  or,  what  would 
not  fuch  application  efFeft  ?  I  always  fmile,  there- 
fore, when  they  call  me  ftudious,  who,  in  compari- 
fon  of  him,  am  the  idleft  man  alive  ;  and  yet  it  is 
only  when  compared  to  him  -,  focuheJconces  I  jm 
employed  in,  towards  the  publicj  and  towiMds  my 
fomdsg,,  rake  upjaaLnJiy.1^  But  which  of  thofe, 
who  dedicate  even  their  whole  Hfe  to  literature,  when 
compared  to  him,  would  not  blufh,  as  if  they  had 
paflfed  their  time  in  flcep  and  indolence  ?  I  have  run 
dut  my  letter  into  a  tedious  length,  though  I  only 
intended  to  write  what  you  required,  a  lift  of  the 
books  my  uncle  left.  However,  I  am  confident,  that 
what  I  have  told  you  will  be  as  acceptable  as  the 
books  themfclves  :  becaufe  thofe  particulars  may  ex- 
cite you  not  only  to  read  them,  but  may  fpur  you  up 
fo  an  emulation  of  equalling  him,  in  fome  branches 
«f  his  labour.    F^ewell. 


ih  < .  • 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Nulla  dies  fine  librQj  was  the  maxim,  which  feems  to  hav« 
governed  the  elder  Piiky's  ftudies ;  and  yet,  from  sunongfi: 
the  many  volumes  he  wrote,  none  have  efcaped  down  to 
our  times,  except  his  natural  hiftory ;  a  work  of  greater  U^ 
bour  than  reputation.    Monfieiir  Bayle  condemns  hi^i  af 
too  credulous  an  atrthor;   and  Monfieur  Rollik,  who 
fiieaks  more  advantageouffy  of  htm,  fays,  he  is  ftdl  of  faults. 
He  was,  in  (bme  meafure,  excufable  for  his  credulity,  as 
he  was  of  a  rdigion,  that  led  him  to  believe  innumerablii 
;^furdities:  and  his  faults  may  claim  fome  indulgence,  as 
he  wrote  on  fubje(^  which  were  then  extremely  difficult 
and  dark.    Of  all  parts, of  learning,  natural  philosophy  has 
received  the  greateft  improvements,  within  thefe  latter  ages* 
No  real  knowledge,  no  true  infight  into  the  works  of  na-* 
tore,  could  poffiWy  be  attained,  from  the  confufed  notions 
and  dark  eXpreffiond  of  the  old  philofophers  and  fchoolmen : 
but,  from  the  time  that  experimental  pbilofophy  has  been 
cpultivated  among  us,  a  noble  foundation  has  been  laid  for 
difcovering  the  true  methods,   which  almighty  God  has 
thought  nt  to  eftablifh,   in  carrying  on  his  wife  purpofes 
tiiroughout  this  material  world.    Our  faculties  are  permitted 
to  make  as  great  a  progrefs  in  thefe  difcoveries,  as  the  ftate 
0f  our  condition  here  requires ;  and  farther  we  cannot,  be- 
6aufe  wfe  need  not,  go.     Therefore,  in  matters  purely  fpe- 
culative,  wherfc  the  good  of  mankind  is  not  concerned,  per- 
haps thofe  determinations  in  philofophy,  which  feem  to  us 
perfe£Uy  well  founded^  and  built  on  rocks  immoveable^ 
may  hereafter  be  as  much  decried,  as  the  notions  of  Pliny 
i^nd  Aristotle  are  at  prefent.     However,  PLiNy5  not- 
Ivithftanding  the  unfafhionablcnefs  of  his  philofophy,  ftill 
preferves  fome  degree  of  veneration :  he  is  often  quoted  ; 
und,  perhaps,  is  moft  entertaining  where  he  is  leaft  ufefuL 
He  was  a  man  bred  up,  we  find,  to  arms  and  erudition ;  he 
made  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  camp  and  at  the  council- 
board;  and  was  greatly  efteemed  by  Vespasian  and  Ti- 
tus.   His  manner  of  life,  and  a  lift  of  all  his  writings, 
^re  mpre  p^icularly  fpecified  in  this  epiftle,  than  in  any 
other  place :  but  the  wonder,  at  his  having  written  fo  much 
pn  fuch  difficult  fubjefts,  and  amidft  fuch  conftant  bufinefs. 
}n  fome  meafure  ceaacs,  when  we  recoiled  the  works  and 
f  ipploy  ifcei»tsi<^  H)*>Wn  cimrttiyi^^ 
'      '  E  P I  S  T  L 


tgz  PLINY'S  EPISTLES. 


'» 


E  P  I  $  T  L  E    VI. 
Pliny  i?^  Catilxus  SEvijRus. 

IHave  bought  latdy,  out  of  the  money  that  fell 
to  me  by  inheritance,  a  Corinthia^.,^atue..  It  is 
'  fmall  indeed,  but  handibme,  and  done,  to  the  life, 
accordii^  to  my  judgement ;  which,  though  little  in 
all  things,  in  thefe  fort  of  things  is  leaft :  however, 
I  petipnd  to  underftand  this  particular  figure.  It  is 
naked ;  and  the  faults,  if  it  has  any,  appear  open 
to  cenfure :  the  beauties  too  appear  as  openly  to 
praife.  It  reprcfents  an  old  man  ftandmg  upright. 
The  bones,  the  mujfcles,  the  nerves,  the  veins,  and 
the  wrinkles,  carry  in  them  all  the  appearances  of 
life.  The  few  fcattered  hairs  upon  the  head  arc  falling 
off;  the  forehead  is  large,  the  face  fliriveled,  the  neck 
kan,  the  arms  lank,  the  breafts  flat,  the  belly  con- 
trafted. 

The  back  difcovers  the  fame  figns  of  age  as  the 
fore  part  j  and  the  brafc  itfelf,  by  the  colour  of  it, 
bears  all  the  marks  of  a  true  antique.  .In  ihcMrt,  the 
whole  is  fuch  a  mafter-piecc,  as  muft  attraft  the  eye 
of  the  moft  knowing,  but  muft  abfolutely  captivate 
the  unfkilful ;  which  induced  me,  novice  as  I  am  in 
thefe  curiofities,  to  make  the  jpurchafe.  But  I 
bought  it  not  to  adorn  my  own  houfe,  having  as  yet 
no  Corinthians  there,  but  to  put  up  in  one  of  the 
moft  remarkable  places  of  our  native  foil,  and  in  the 
temple  of  Jupiter,  preferable  to  any  other.  It  ap- 
pears an  offering  worthy  of  the  temple,  worthy  of 
the  God.  Do  you,  therefore,  with  whom  my  re- 
quefts  always  find  weight,  undertake  this  piece  of 
trouble,  and  order  a  pedeftal  to  be  made  immedi- 
ately, out  of  what  marble  yon  pleafe^  whereon  may 
he  contained  my  name,  Ma  my  tides,  if  you  tbin}^ 
fhey  ought  to  be  added.    I  will  feid  y w  the  ftatue 

by 
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by  the  firft  perfon,  who  will  be  troubled  with  the 
carriage  of  it ;  or,  what  you  would  rather  chufe,  I 
will  bring  it  myfelf :  for  I  intend  .  to  i^iake  an  ex- 
curfion  to  you,  if  the  l>ufincls  of  my  poft  will  give 
me  leave.  I  fee  joy  in  your  looks,  when  I  promife 
to  come;  but  you  contraa  your  countenance  again, 
when  I  am  forced  to  add,  I  can  ftay  only  fome  few 
days :  for  the  fame  reafons,  that  hinder  my  coming 
fooner,  will  prevent  my  longer  ftay.    Farewell. 


.^■i"\    ' 
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Horace  defcribes  a  man,  going  mad  after  antient  ftatues : 

V 

Infanit  veteres  flatuas  Damasippus  emendp^ 


**  Whfle  antient  ftatues  Damasippus  buy$i 
**  His  reafon  he  diicards,  to  plcafe  his  eyes.*'  '* 

And  the  fame  eager  love  of  antique  ftatues  prevailed  in  Pli« 
NY's  days,  as  is  now  prevalent  among  ihtvirtuoji.  The 
ftatue,  here  defcrlbed,  is  of  a  very  old  man;  and  ei^ery  part 
is  fo  minutely  fpecified,  that  we  behold  the  figure  df  age 
before  us,  A  melancholy  prof{>e£t  at  beft !  To  teave,  there- 
fore, a  more  ^eeable  iaea  upon  the  mind,  the  reader  will 
accept  of  a  copy  of  verfes,  written  upon  the  pedeftal  of  a 
fziodern  Diana. 


I. 


f'j 


See,  where  Diana's  radiant  charms 
In  all  their  pow'r  confeft. 

Reprove  the  ^ye  her  beauty  warms. 
And  check  each  wifhful  breaft. 


2. 


Wdl  n^y  the  marble,  taught  by  art. 
Each  Ibrwaid  hope  controul  ; 

¥.ot  while  ber  finilei  i^aA  the  hearty 
Her  chaftoefi  wins  the  fQui,^ 


3.  Her 
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Heir  meek,  amd  half  averted  qre^ 

To  each  beholder  teUs^ 
Virtue  can  paffion's  (hit  dcnjr. 


...1 


Ye^  while  the  Goddefi  T  furvcy, 

I  burn  with  fierce  deCre : 
What  eyes  can  o\er'fu«;h  Ibcantv  ttnvT 

What  heart  refift  the  fire  ? 


*'*.)  i. ' i  III, 


To  her  I  run  with  eager  pace, 

n  ^tt^  ^  ^  my  awJt^ 
fiu^iifcicfe,  la  my  jwrajaw  4anbjaW:p 
'  She  proves  a  very  ftone. 


I  I 


6. 


.* 


^}  *^  Pygmalion's  fate  were  mine. 

And  to  indulge  my  flame, 
Sotee  i^itymg  god,  with  hreatb  diviAC, 

Woujd  ammate  flic  frame. 

Mygoddefs though ^ransform'd.  mifikt  ihaw 

The  feme  fee  had  of  Qld> 
Might  ihine  to  all  like.ma^ble  fair^ 

To  all,  but  mp,  ^s  gojd. 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    VII. 
Pliny  to  Caninios  Rerptrs. 

I  Am  juft  now  told,   that  Silius  Italicus  h^ 
ftarved  himfelf  to  death,   at  his  country  houfc 
near  Nafles.    The  caufe  was  his  ill  health.     He  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  hj  a  cancerous  humour,  which  was 
become  abfoluteiy  incurable,  that  he  grew  weary  erf 
life,  and  haftened  his  own  end,  with  a  conftancy  not 
to  be-  moved.    He  -was  hleflcd  and  happy  to  the  lafi: 
day  of  his  life,  except  in  die  lofs  of  the  younger  of 
his  two  fons :    however,  he  has  left  the  elder,  the 
worthier  man  of  the  two,  in  a  flourifhin^  and  eveo 
in  a  confular  ftatc.     He  had  fdlied  liis  charafter  im 
«hc  time  of  Neho  :  he  was  thought  to  have  accuTecJ 
fevtral  perlbns  olHcioufly.    But,  under  the  favour  oF 
VHMLLius, '  he  behaved  Tumfelf  wifely,  .and  witt 
;reat  humanity.     He  brought  away  with  him  a  large 
hareof  ^ory  fix)m  his  Afiatic  proconfuMhip,  and  ex> 
pungcd  the  xkots  of  his  former  feverity,  by  a  molt 
commendable  retrea;t.      He  Kved  among  tne  great 
men  without  power,    and  without  envy.    He  wa^ 
much  refpefted,  and  much  vifited,  out  of  regard  tc) 
his  perfbn,  not  to  his  fortune,  even  though  lie  often 
kept  his  bed,  and  was  always  confined  to  his  cham- 
ber.    Thofe  daysg  which  he  did  not  emjdoy  in  wri^ 
ing,   he  fpent  in  learned  conyerfation.     He  wrotfe 
verfes,    with  more  pains  and  exaftriefs,  than  wit  t 
and  now  and  then,  to  try  the  opinion  of  mankind, 
he  repeated  fome  of  his  works  in  public.     At  length, 
he  retired  from  Rome^  his  age  prompting  him  to  lucli 
a  refohition,    and  fettled  himfelf  in  Campania  \   nor 
ftirred  from  thence,  even  upon  the  acceflion  of  a  new 
prince  to  the  throne.      The  emperor  deferves    the 
higheft  applaufc,  for  giving  fuch  a  liberty,  and  Ita- 
licus no  Icfs,  for  daring  to\ife  it.     He  was  much 

taken' ' 
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taken  with  all  fine  thin^  ;  in  which  he  was  mortf 
guided  by  appetite  than  judgement  :  and  he  under- 
went ctnhrt  accordingly*  He  had  fcveral  villas  in 
the  fame  country,  and  negleflsd  the  old^  a^  ibon  ^ 
he  became  enamoured  of  a  new  purchaJe.  He  had 
in  each  villa  a  great  number  of  booket,  ftatu^^  and 
toi£hires  ;  and  thefe  he  not  only  enjoved^  but  acbred« 
The  ftatue  of  Virgil  held  the  »ft  place  in  his 
veneration*  He  celebrated  the  birth^'day  of  that 
poet  with  greater  folemnity  than  his  own  ^  efpecially 
at  Naples^  where  he  vifited  Virgil's  tomb  with  the 
lame  reverence,  as  if  it  had  been  a  temple*  In  this 
tfinquil  ftate  of  life  he  outlived  his  feventy  fifth 
year,  rather  with  a  delicate,  than  an  m&'m  conltitu^ 
lidn ':  and  as  he  was  the  laft  conful  made  by  Nbro^ 
lb  he  died  the  lafl  of  all  thofe  coafuls,  whom  Nb&o 
had  made.  It  is  alio  remarkable,  that  as  he  died  ithe 
laft  of  Nero's  confuls,  fo  Nero  died,  when  he  was 
conful  t  a  drcumftaAce,  which  brings  into  ifiy  mind 
the  trahfieht  ftate  of  human  nature.  For,  alas  t 
what  is  fb  circumfcribed,  what  is  ip  fhort,  as  the 
longeft  life  of  man  ?  Does  it  not  feem  to  you,  as  if 
Nero  was  alive  but  yeflerday  ?  And  yet,  of  all  his 
confuls,  there  i^  not  one  remaining.  But,  why  do  I 
^nk  this  wonderful  P  Lucius  Piso,  the  fadier  of 
that  Pi  so,  who  was  barbaroufly  murdered  by  Vale- 
rius Festus  in  Africa^  ufcd  to  fay,  that  he  did  not 
fee  any  fingle  man  in  the  fenate,  whofe  opinion  he 
had  aemanded  when  he  was  conful.  "Within  fuch 
narrow  limits  are  the  lives  of  fo  great  a  multitude 
confined  !  To  me,  therefore,  the  royal  tears,  fhed 
upon  a  reflexion  of  this  kind,  feem  not  only  par-» 
donable,  but  worthy  of  praife ;  for  they  fay,  that 
Xerxes,  upon  a  review  ot  his  immenfe  army,  wept 
to  confider,  that  of  fuch  a  number  of  men,  in  a 
very  little  time,  not  one  would  be  livbg.  But  this 
ought  to  incite  us  to  employ  our  time^  fleeting  and 
tranfitory  as  it  is,  if  not  b  great  actions,  (for  thofe 

may 
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ttizy  bfe  dcftincd  to  other  hands,)  yet  certainly  iri 
Ihidy  :  and  as  it  may  not  be  permitted  us  to  live 
long,  let  us  leave  fotiiething  behind^  to  ihew  that: 
-we  have  lived.  I  know  you  want  no  admonitions  i 
but  my  a&£tion  for  you  calls  upon  me  to  encouraged 
you  in  your  race,  as  you  have  ufually  encouraged 
me.  Noble  is  the  contention,  when  friends,  by  mu- 
tual exhortations,  fpirit  up  each  other  to  the  love  of 

immortality.   Farewell.  ^ly^ 

a-        >^ 

OBSERVAtiOi^S^         j^^^H 

,  .  •  *  ■  • 

PliNY,  Q>eaking  of  Italicus,  fays,  Fuit  inter  principei 
tiviiatisline  p^ieniidy  fine  invidia,  Salutabafur^  colebatur^  mul^ 
iumqui  tn  leSfulo  jacensj  citbicuh  femper^  non  ex  fortund  fre* 
quenti :  *•  He  lived  aniong  the  leading  men  of  chara£ler,with- 
•*  out  powcr^  and  without  envy.  His  perfon,  not  his  fortune^ 
'*  attracted  to  him,  confined  as  he  was  to  his  bed,  many  vifits^ 
^<  and  much  xeQ>^/'  Great  endowments  of  the  mind  ate 
apt  to  charm  us  into  compaffion,  where,  perhaps,  we  ought 
to  fhew  abhorrence,  or,  at  leaft,  contempt.  We  forget  the 
villain,  and  adore  tne  man^  who  may  be  compzued  to  thd 
character  of  Jupiter,  a  mixture  of  power  and  vice.  But, 
in  truth,  no  abilities  can  make  amends  for  treachery ;  nor 
can  the  beft  head  atone  for  a  bad  heart.  Pliny,  with  his 
ufual  humanity,  fays  all  in  defence  bf  Italicus,  that  can 
be  faid ;  nay,  he  eVen  fpeaks  diffidently  bf  the  bafe  part  he 
iiad  a6teds  Credehatur  fpmte  accufaffi.  *'  He  was  fufpeded 
•*  to  have  been  one  of  Nero  s  ^  fpies :  but  during  the 
••  ceign  of  Vitellius,  continues  our  author^  and  during 
**  his  own  proconfulfhip  in  4fi^'>  ^®  ^^^^  ^^"^  "^  ^  courfe 
•*  of  virtue ;  and,  at  laft,  by  a  Well-judged  retreat,  wiped  off 
**  thofe  ftainsy  which  his  former  mifconduft  had  contrafted.'* 
PLiny  is  miftaken.  No  retreat  can  wipe  off  the  ftains  o^ 
villainy*  Virtue,  like  the  ermin,  will  die,  rather  than  re- 
ceive a  fpot ;  of,  to  confidet  her  in  the  chafafter  of  a  deity^ 
ihe  expe^  a  conftant,  uninterrupted  facrifice  \  and  fhuts 
her  temple  for  ever  againft  diofe  votaries,  who  forfake  it 
but  for  a  moment.  However,  the  future  behaviour  and 
perfeverance  of  Italicus  might,  perixaps^  gain  him  a  peN 

?  VJde  TACiti  Hift.  Jib.  3.  cap.  65. 
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iniflion  to  ftatid  within  the  fha4ow  of  the  4on?^f  There  j|^ 
no  occaflon  to  enter  into  any  minute  particulars  of  h;s  cha«' 
rafter  5  it  is  fufBciendjr  ^own.  Martial  celebrates  him 
often ;  and,  in  the  forty  ninth  epigram  pfAejelev.cntii  boolc^^ 
tells  us,  that  he  had  purchafed Tally's  villa  2tTufcubim  V 
We  find  by  Flint,  tha^  he  had  various  counti^  (eats,  and 
vas  confequcndy  rich.  I  am  afraid  he  made  his  fortune, 
under  NfRp ;  although  it  i$  certain,  he  was  ^^^A^ed  of  % 
very  noble  and  a  very  antient  faipjjy.  He  was  bctm  io  thef^ 
of  Tiberius,  ana  ^ied  in  his  feventy  fixtn  yeap^  chufi 
death,  as  preferable  to  enduring  the  acute  pam  of  a  cari^ 
cerous  fwelling;  which,  Galen  tells  us,  is  called  cUtvusj 
becaufe  it  affeAs  the  patient  with  the  fame  fenfation  of  tor- 
ment, as  if  a  nail  was  fixed  in  the  part* 

^  Silius  li9C  mtgni  celebrat  monumenta  Margins 
Jpgera  facuodi  quiCiceronis  habet. 
Hspr^em,  4oiBipiiiBque,  fui  tumulique,  Lmniquc 
{^^9  ^uxa  mallet,  nee  Maro>  nee  Ciccbo. 

E  P  L  S  T  L  E     VIII. 

pLINY/oSUETONiy?  T  R  A  N  QJJ  I  LI  U  »• 

YOU  aft  ^eeahly  to  that  regard,  which  you 
pay  mc  in  other  ijiftances,  by  fo  e;arneft  a  foU- 
citation,  that  I  would  transfer  the.  military  tribune-^ 
ihip,  which  I  pbtained  for  you  frpxp  that  excelleot 
man,  Neratius  Marcellus,  to  your  near  relation, 
C-ffisENNius  SiLVANus.  Bc  ailur^,  that  as  it  would 
have  been  the  greateft  pleafurc  to  me  to  fee  you 
a  tribune,  it  will  be  no  lefs  fatisfaftory  to  me,  to  fee 
another  in  that  office  by  your  means.  For  I  cannot 
diink  it  confiftent,  that,  while  I  am  endeavourinf 
to  raife  any  perlbn  to  the  higbeft  honours^  I  0ioul< 
envy  him  a  charadter  above  all  honours^  that  of  g 
faithful  and  affedionate  relation.  And  fmce  it  is 
equally  excellent  to  merit,  and  to  confer  benefits,  I 
fee  you  are  refolved  to  lay  claim  to  the  praife  of  both^' 
by  giving  to  auothcr  what  you  have  deferved  your- 
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felfi  fieiides,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  my  owti  fhare  of 
the  glory,  whfen  it  is  "oncc  publicly  ktfown,  that  my 
friends  are  hot  only  able  tf>  fill  the  .office  of  military 
tribune,  but  even  to  giw  it :  for  which  reafon  I  molt 
wUife^g^  obey  your  gemcroo*  requeft.  Nor  is  ye«r 
nanae  as  yet^on  the  roll  5  arid  therefom  We  *fe  ik 
iibeity  0  ftibflitut^  SiLVAKus  in  yotrr  place,  who^  I 
h^^  will  be  ho  lefs  pleafed^th  the  favours  itceivel 
frwn  you*  thah  y6u  were  with  thofe  received  frtHft 
toc#    FAucweil. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

A  generous  heart*  likelPuKY's,  can  never  be  Jiappier  tliaft 
If^^iifcn  tmplojrcd  in  toftfefrihg  favours.  The  power  of  doing 
good  is  the  oidy  pure  of  royalty  to  be  '6nvtdi  j  arid^  were  it 
not  fofr  thiife  glotiou^  -and  godlike  pterog^"vt,  k  hian  might 
as  wril  wifh  to  be  a  king,  to  ride  on  a  g^fe  all  day,  as  for 
toy  cfther  privileges,  annexed  to  the  croWH,  Neareft  iii 
powo:  to  the  king  is  his  favourite  miniiter  :  be  is  the  chMi^ 
nel,  through  which  the  roval  bleffings  are  to  iiow  ;  and 
PtiNY  was  in  that  poft  or  dignity,  and  dangei^j  when  h€f 
tn-dte  thi^  epiftle*  It  is  addrefled  to  Suetonius  Tran- 
qyiLLtr^,  the  hiftorian,  one  of  our  authoi^s  principal  fricftdss 
Ahd  whoifa  fee  fe^  warned,  foxhe  time  beFofe^  to  the  office  6r 
military  tribtine^  but  now^  at  thcrequeft  of  SvETONirs^ 
he  malces  a  ([>roiiiife  of  ttaat  tribunefhip  to  CjEitUmWs  Sii^ 
Vi\vif8..  If  we  look  back  tipon  the  character  of  TraK-^ 
^  ILL  us,  given  in  the  twenty  fourth  epiftle  6f  the  firft 
book,  we  mall  find  nim  -delineated  there  as  a  phiiofopheri 
tather  thaft  a.foldier.  He  had,  indeed,  begun  the  world 
by  going  into  the  army.  He  was  tribune  of  the  third  legioi^ 
iindef  Otho  $  but,  tired  probably  of  that  lifcj  he  endea-i 
tt)urg,  we  fte,  in  th^  reign  of  TrajaNj  to  whohi  he  wai? 
afterwards  feaietary,  to  withdraw  from  the  command,  to 
which  he  had  been  nominated^  and  to  pbce  bis  relation  Sil-^ 
vAnus.  in  his  room. 

There  is^  I  confefs,  fome  degree  of  vanity  in  this  epiftle  f 
a  vanity,  which  is  frequently  infeparable  from  a  love  of 
power :  for  fach  is  the  frailty  of  human  fiature,  that  we  are 
not  content  wHh  knowing  we  have  p6W^r,  unlefs  other$ 
know  it  aHo.  •        ' 
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P  L  I  N  Y    fO    M  I  N  U  T  I  A  N  U  S. 

I 

I  Can  now  give  you  a  full  account  of  thelaibouf 
and  pains^  which  I  have  taken  m  the  {)ublic  caufe 
of  the  provincse  of  Andalufia  :    for  it  confifted  of 
many  p^ts,   and  was  frequently  pleaded  in  varibiis 
methods.     Whence  this  variety  ?  whence  fo  ntany 
different  pleadings  ?  CiEciLius  Classkdus,  abafe,  itt^d 
notorioufly  wicked  man,  behaved  himfelf  as  violently 
and  vilely,  during  his  proconfulfhip  in  Andalufia^  as 
Marius  Priscus  did,    the  fame  year,    in  Africa. 
But  Pmscus  was  born  in  Andalufia^  andCLASsicus  in 
Africa  \  from  whence  the  Andalujiansy  (for  even  grief 
fon>etimes  makes  men  witty,)  vented  a  flinging  re- 
flexion :   "  I  have  given  one  evil,  and  I  have  reeeiv* 
*•  ed  another.'*    But  Marius  was  accufed  only  by 
one  particular  city,  and  by  many  private  perfons  t 
Classicus  was  profecuted  by  the  weight  of  a  whole 
province.     He  prevented  the  confequences  of  that 
profecution  by  a  fudden,  or  a  voluntary  death*    His 
end  was  dilhonourable,   and  yet  doubtlul  :  for  as  it 
fecmed  likely,  that  he  was  willing  to  die,  fix)m  a 
confcioufiiefs  of  not  being  able  to  wirhftand  the  accu-^ 
fation ;   io  was  it  wonderful,   that  he,   who  could 
die,  to  avoid  the  (hame  of  being  condemned,  was 
not  afhamed  to  commit  thofe  crimes,  that  deferved 
condemnation.     Neverthelefs,  the  Andalufians  perfift- 
cd  in  their  profecution  of  him  after  his  death.     This 
had  been  eftablifhed  and  provided  for  by  laws,  grown 
obfolete  and  out  of  ule,  but  now,  after  a  long  in- 
terval of  time,   reftored  to  their  former  force  and 
power.     Thq  Andalufians  added  an  accufation  ag^inft 
the  minifters  of  Classicus,  and  of  all  thofe,    who 
were  fuppofed  to  be  accomplices  in  his  crimes  -,  ajnd 
demanded  a  particular  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of 

each  peifoh  by  name.    I  was  advocate  for ,thei.^^4- 
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hffians^  and  Luceius  Al]binus  was  joined  with  me; 
a  man  copious  and  florid  in  his  didion,  whom  though 
I  loved,  and  was  mutually  rbeloved  by  him  before, 
yet  now  my  afFeftion  for  him  was  increafed  by  reafon 
of  our  joint  office.  The  thirft  of  ^ory,  efpecially 
in  perfprmances  of  this  kind,  has  generally  ibme-^ 
thing  in  it  extremely  unfodable  ;  but  between  ug 
there  was  no  divifion,  no  contention  ;  fince  we  both 
drew  equally  in  the  feme  yoke,  not  for  ourfelves, 
but  for  the  cauie :  and  it  ieemed  to  be  for  the  ad* 
vantage  of  a  caufe  of  (o  great  confequence,  that  we 
fixould  not  ^ndert^c  too  much  labour  in  every  plead* 
ing,  but  relieve  and  aflTift  each  other,  by  taking  dif- 
ferent parts.  We  feared,  that  neither  the  day,  nor 
our  voices^  nor  our  lungs  were  fufficient  for  the 
work,  if  we  Ihould  profecute  fo  many  crimes,  and 
fo  many  iinpeached  perfons,  and  comprize  them  all,' 
as  it  wene,  in  one  body.  Then  again,  the  mindi 
and  attention  of  the  judges  would  not  only  be  tired, 
but  confounded  by  fo  many  ditFerent  names  and  ar- 
guments. We  apprehended  too,  that  the  interefl: 
and  reput^ion  of  each  of  the  accufed,  when  heaped 
up  and  blended  together,  might  procure  to  each  in- 
dividual tlie  whole  weight  and  influence  of  them  all. 
Lafl:ly,  we  imagined,  that  the  moft:  powerful  might 
escape,  at  the  expence  of  others,  by  giving  up  the 
meaneft  and  moft  contemptible  to  jultice,  as  ana- 
tenement  for  the  reft  :  for  favour  and  intereft  are 
then  moft  powerful,  when  they  can  fcreen  themfelvcs 
under  fome  fpecious.  pretence  of  fevericy.  .We  re- 
membered the  example  of  Sertorius,  who  com-r 
manded  the  ftrongeft  and  weakeft  of  his  foldiers  to 
puU  a6f  the  tail  of  a  horfe  "*.  You  know  the  reft. 
We  cpncluded,  in  the  fame  manner,  that  the  whole 
number  of  the  perfons  accufed  might  at  laft  be  con- 

•  This  fiory  is  told  at  full  length  by  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of 
Sertorius  ;  and  is  alluded  to  By  Horace,  in  Ms  famous  qpilUe 
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vj^t^,  by  caicrying  on;  6fek  ja:ofcQution$  fepai^aulj^ 
We  detenpined  firfli  to:  ftie\E,  th^t-.  CikAsaicu3  w» 
guilty.  This  was  the  fisteft:  ftie^  to  take,,  ia  order  to 
come  at  his  ai&ciates.  and.  minifters  ;  bo^auiib.  they, 
could  not-  be  convi<9:ed>  iwikfe.  he  was.  guiicy,  .  Ovit 
of  the  tribe  we  felefted  twQ|.  Bisaijus.lPaoaus;  and 
3f  ABjus  HisPANU3.^  whoiii  wc  added^jand  join^i  in 
the  accufation  of  Ci^asslcus*  They  were  both  bjiw. 
of  greajt  interefb^  and  Hisp^anus  particulaii^^reniaFk-* 
able  for  eloquence.  The  txouhle:  about  Classicvs* 
was  (hort  and  eafy*  He  had  left  a.  writings  under  hi$ 
hand,  ^ving  an. account  of  what,  and  how^  niuch  he^ 
had.  taken,  trom  whence,  and  for  what  reafons*  iJe^ 
had  likewife  fent  a  boafting,.  impudent  letter  to  Rome^ 
to  a  certain  little  miftrefs,  whom  he  kept  there,  in 
thefc  very  words  :  "  Rejoice !  rejoice  !  I  come  to  you 
**  a  great  man  :  I  have  difpofed  of  fo  much  of  thei 
**:  property  of  the  Jndalu/ianSy  aa  amounts  to  four 
*^  thoufand  great  fefterces  V-  We  had  much  mora 
difficulty  with  Hispanus  and  Probus*  Before  I  at-r 
tempted  to  wter  upon  a  detail  of  their  crimes,  I; 
thou^t  it  neccffary  to  prove,,  that  the  execution,  of 
^a.unjuft  fentence  was.  in  itfplf  highly  criminal*  If  I 
hfld  not  taken  this. method,  it  would  have  been- in 
vain,  to  have  proved,  them  the  nunifters  of  Classi- 
CU&  in.  his .  villainies. :  for^  in  their  defence,  they  did 
mt  deny,  the  fadks  charged  on. them,  but  pleaded  the- 
nccefljty  they  were  under,  to  obey  their  matter,  and 
thcreforfit  humbly,  prayiedi  for  pardon  :  they,  urged, 
paorepvcr,  that  they  were  provincials,  and  therefore 
were  objiged,,  through  fear^.  to.  comply  with,  all  the 
cx)mmaj;id3.  of  the  proconful,  GiiAunius  REsrixfi^ 
xus^  who.  anfwered.me,  (an. escperienccd  aad  vigilant,' 
advocate)  althoughiperfei^ly.'readyi  at  jqplyinc  to.fud* 
den  charges,  or  obje^ons^  ha3 :  fioce:  often  ^d,  that 
Jie  was  never  more  perplexed  apd  confounded,  than 

moantf  in  pur  pjioncjr,  t0  32,3sa/.  9/,  zd,.r 
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^Tiert  h^  ^rtrdtntdv  that  the  chief  arguments,  which 
h6  had  prepasred  fof  his  defence,  and  in  which  he  had 
pl'aced  all  hi*  confidertcfe,  were  defeated  before  he  had 
ih  opportonity  to  m^e  ufe  of  them.  OUr  c6ndu£t  ' 
fc^thisaRte.  The  fchatc' decreed,  that  the  efFefts 
of  Clasmcus,  before  ht  wa^  pfoconful,  Ihould  be 
feparatfed  ftxHn  the  i^ft,  and  ihould  be  given  to  his 
daudker ;  arid  diftalt  the  remainder  fhouki  ht  left  for 
thoS,  wJte"  had  been  robbed  and  pillaged  by  him : 
imd  they  added,  thjar  die  money,  which  he  had  j)aid 
his  crtditow;  fliouid  be  repaid.  Hispakcs  and  Fro- 
Bus  were  baniffitid'  fof  five  years.  So  wicked,  in  the 
end,  did  their  aiftiorts-  appear,  -which  the  fehate,  in 
the  be^rtning  of  die  trial,  thought  hardly  criminal. 
Some  few  days-  after,  we  accufedGi-AVics  Fuscus, 
the  fon-iri«-law  of  Classicus,  and  Stillonius  Pris- 
cvsy  who  had  been' tribune  of  a  cohort  under  Clas- 
Mcus,  With  diffeiient  fufccefs.  Pitiscus  was  banifhed 
Italy  for  two  years,  Fuscus  Was  acquitted.  We 
thought  it  moft  convenient  to  join  many  in  our  third 
charge,  left,  if  this:  enquiry  was  drawn  into  a  greater 
lengthy  the  juftice  and  feverity  of  the  judges  might 
Icffen  by  the  fatiety  and  tedibUmefs  of  the  accufations. 
Befides,  the  Criminals,  t#Ho  remained,  defignedly  re- 
ferved  for  trial  to  this  tim^,  were  perfons  of  no  great 
conlequence ;  except  the  wife  of  Class icus,  againft' 
Whonx,  although  there  were  ftrong  fulpicions,  yet 
there  was  riot  fuffi'cient  proof  to  convidt  her.  As 
for  the  daughter  of  Classicus,  who  was  ariiongft 
the  accuftdj  there  -vlras  nO  ground  eVeri  of  fufpicion 
againft*  her :  thetefore,  When  I  cariie  to  mention  her 
name  in  this^laft  pro(ecution  (for  we  did  not,  towards  • 

t!ie-  latter  erid,  tear;  as  in  the  beginning,  that  the 
force  of  the  whole  accufarion  would  be  leflened  by 
this  joint  proceeding)  I  thou^t  it  difhoriourable  to 
urge  any  thing  hard  againft  a  perfon,  who  appeared 
to  be  innocent  5  and  upon  this  occafion  I  fpolce  my  ' 

jhoughts  freely >  and  varioufly  :  for  I  not  only  afked 
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the  ®  ambafladors  :  "  whether  they  had  in&itntd  m* 
*'  of  any  thing,  which  they  behqyed  might  be  prov-^ 
*«  ed  againfl:  her  ;'*  but  I  aljfo  bcggpd  advice  of  the 
fenate,  "  whether  they  thought,  that  if  I  had  any 
**  power  iji  eloquence,  I  ougbt  to  ufe  it  Jijcc  a  fwor4 
*'  againft  the  throat  of  an  innocent  perfon :"  and 
then  I  cpncluded  with  thefe  words,  '*  Sopicbody  may 
fay.  Do  you  pretend  to  be  a  judge  ,^'1  . "  No,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge ;  but  I  mu'ft  remem. 
^'  bet",  that  I  was  appointed  advocate  from  among 
"  the  judges."  Thus  ended  a  caufe,  in  which  fo 
many  were  engaged.  Some  were  acquitted,  more 
were  condemned,  apd  baniftied  -,  fome  only  for  a 
time,  others  for  ever.  Our  induftry,  our  integrity, 
and  our  cohftancy  were  unanimoufly  approved  by  the 
fame  decree  of  the  fenate  :  the  worthy  and  only 
equal  reward  to  fo  great  labour.  You  may  eafily 
conceive  how  much  we  were  fatigued,  who  were 
obliged  to  plead  fo  often,  to  difpute  fo  often,  to  ex-? 
amine  fo  manywitnefles,  to  affift  fome,  and  to  con^^ 
fute  others,  How  difficult,  how  troublefome  was 
it  to  us  to  refift  the  private  interceffions  of  the  friends 
of  the  aiccufed,  and  to  bear  up  againft  thofe  who 
publicly  opppfed  us!  I  Ihall  mention  one  of  the 
many  things  I  faid  uppn  the  occafion.  When  fome 
of  the  very  judges  interrupted  me,  in  b^h^lf  of  one 
of  the  accufedj  who  W4s  moft  in  their  favour;  I 
anfwered,  *^  If  this  man  be  really  innoceht,  he  will 
^*  not  be  lefs  fo,  when  I  h^ve  faid  all  I  have  tq  fay/* 
From  hence  you  will'  conjetSture,  how  great  ftrugglcs, 
^nd  even  animpfities,  we  laboured  under:  but  this 
lafted  a  fhort  time  only ;  for  that  integrity,  which 
for  the  preient  offends  thofe  whom  it  oppofes,  is 
foon  after  admired  and  applauded  by  the  fame  per- 
sons.    I  Could  not  inforni  ypu  more  fully  of  this  af- 

•  TJie  deputies  from  Andalufia  to  folicit  the  caufe,    S^Ep.  Iv. 
fjf  thif  liopl^  ' 
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fair.  '  You  ^Wjjl!  Iky,  k  was  riot  of  fuch  mighty  con* 
fequence ;  for  ;iirhat  have  I  to  do  with  fucn  a  long 
cpiftle  ?  do 'ript  enquire  then  what  is  doing  at  Rome: 
and  yet  ratteijiber, .  that  thfeepiftle  cannot  be  loi;^, 
which  compiiehends  the  bufinels  of  fo  many  days^ 
and  '^es  iti'aocount  of  fo  naany  hearings,  fuch  a 
number  of  driinirtals,  and  the  various  events  of  this 
procefs;  alLwhich,  I  think,  I  have  defcribed  both 
concifdy  and  carefully.  I  have  been  rafli  in  Ikying 
carefully ;  for  fomefhihg  occurs,  which  I  had  forgot, 
and  indeed  it  is  now  a  little  late;  but  thou^  it 
comes  in  aukwardly,  you  (hall  hear  it.  H  o  m  s  r 
does  the  fani6  thing,  and  many  follow  his  example; 
which,  upon  fome  occafions,  is  very  ornamental. 
However,  that  is  not  my  reafon  for  mentioning  it 
thus. 

One  of  the  witnefles,  whether  provoked,  that  1^.  * 
had  been  forced  to  appear  againft  his  will,  or  whether 
(uborncd  by  any  of  the  perfons  arraigned,  with  in- 
tent to  leflen  the  force  of  the  accufation,  openly 
charged  Norbanus  Licinianus,  one  of  the  depu*^ 
ties  of  the  province,  and  a  foUicitor  in  this  caufe, 
with  prevarication  in  what  related  to  Casta,  die 
wife  of  Classicus.  It  is  a  maxim  in  law,  that  the 
principal  caufe  be  firft  finiihed,  before  an  enquiry  be 
made  into  the  prevarication  •,  becaufe  we  can  form  a 
better  judgement  of  the  prevarication,  after  hayii^ 
obferved  in  what  manner  the  caufe  has  been  profc* 
cuted.  But,  in  the  cafe  of  Norbanus,  neither  the 
rule  of  law,  nor  the  charafter  of  ambaflador,  nor. 
the  ofRce  of  foUicitor  were  of  fervice  to  him ;  fuch 
high  refentments  had  he  drawn  upon  himfelf.  He 
was  indeed  a  moft  wicked  man,  and  had  done  as. 
much  mifchief,  in  the  reign  of  Domitian,  as  many 
others ;  and  he  had  been,  at  this  time,  ciedled  by  the 
province  as  one  of  their  deputies  to  profecute  this 
caufe,  not  as  a  good  and  faithful  reprcfentative^  but 
qnly  as  ^  enemy  to  Classicus,  by  whom  he  had 
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been  iNuiifhed.    He  defired  a  dsLj  tti^ht  be  allotfXftl 
hixn^  to  anfwer  the  crimes  alledged  ^ainU  him.    Htf 
was  refiifed,  and  obliged  to  anfwcr  inftantly.     He 
anfwercd :  his  evii  and  dcflravcd  tum  of  mind  mak« 
mc  doubt,  wtethcr  I  fliafi  fey  he  defended  lumfelf 
impudtndy  or  refolutcly;    but  certainiy  he  did  it 
mm  ^eat  ccadineiL    Many  things  Vere  thrown  out 
againft.  him^  which  hurt  him  more  than  die  diarge 
<»  ppsvaricatbn  :  for  two  Confular  men,  Pomponius 
RuFus  andl  ILibo  Fruoi,.  teftified,  thait,i  m  die  reigiv 
of  DoMiTiANy  he  hiad  affifed  the  accikeis  of  S>cc- 
vius-LiBBRAJcis,.  bfcfbre^  the  judge.     He  was  con-^ 
demned,.  and  baniflied  the  continent.     Therefore^ 
whcataccufed  Gasxa,,  I  oflBcred  nothing  mote,  thanr 
tbat  her  accuier  wa&  conwded  of  prevarication.    But 
I  offered  this  in  vain :    for  a  new  and  illegal  thing 
happened,  that  die  accufed  perfhn  fhould  be  acquit- 
tedi.  her   acciiier  being  convi6bed  of  prevarication. 
Dq   yjou  alk,.   what  was  our  conduft  while  thefe 
thingi^were  tranfading  ?    We' acquainted  the  fenate,- 
limt  we:had  Kceived  our  whole  information  of  this- 
public  caufe  from  NorbanuSv  and  we  ought  to  en- 
opiire  into  this  matter  anew,  if  he  was  proved  a  pre- 
i^ricator.     But  while  he  was  upon  his  trial;  we  far 
darni)    NoRHANus  was  afterwards'  pnefent  every  day 
of  thr  trials^  and  (hewed  the  fame  refolution,  or  im- 
gudenoe, .  to  the  laft.     But  now  lee  me  afk  my felf 
again,  if  I  have  omitted  any  thing :  yes  truly  ;  I  had 
like  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  very  great  omiffion. 
Salvjjlxs  Libbrralis,  on  the.  laflr.  day^  charged  the: 
Hjft:  of  the  ambaf&dorsv  that.  they,  had  not.  accufed- 
ail^.  whom  their  province  had  ord^redito  be  accufed: 
andt  a& -he  is  impetuous  and  eloquent,'^  he  broughr 
them,  into  danger,    rprotedrdthoie  excellent,  and,^ 
imay/add^  raoft  gratrful  men;    They  declare,  they- 
vrerc  wholly  obliged  to  me  for  their  deliverance  from 
that  ftocm.    This  iftiall 'be  -the  end  <of  mv  epiftle  \  in 
tftJthf  the  end.    I  will  not  add  a  fyllable  more, 

though 
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tf^ough*  If  fiiouM  ffifl  find  t  llod^  omitted  femethiog. 
Farewell..  . 

OSSXRVATIONS, 

ThU  epil^p  IS  inexcufably:  mirpjaced.  If  fenfc  and  ordee 
had  been  confuUed^  it  ought  to  have  been  put  before  tho 
itourth  egi;ftle  of  this  bpok  ;'  becaufe  that  letter  wa$  occafion-* 
cd'  by  tranf^ibns  (pecified  here,  and  was  not  addrefied  tQ 
M'ACRiNUs  till  the  trial  oC  Cl  Assicus  was  over ;  in  which. 
Pliny  had  complied  with. the  requeft  of  the  Andalufiamy  io. 
appearing  as  tKeir  advocate  and  patron. 

iTo  wavjo  all  encomiums  upon  the  behaviour, of  Pliny^ 
w)iich.natura]Iy  arife  when  thi$  epiftlq  is  perufed,  let  us  look, 
in^o  the  fubjeq:  matter  of  the  letter  itfelf* 

It  appears,,  that  the  crimes  both  of  Marius  PriscCts,. 
s^nd  of  C-«ciLius  Classicus,  were  committed  In  one  and. 
the  fame  year-  Priscus  was  tried  in  the  reign  of  Domio- 
TiAN  ;  and  this  letter  gives  us  to  underftand»  that  GxiA$s|«. 
cus  and  his  adherents  did  not  undergo  their  trial  till  ^fter 
PoMiriAiN's  death.  It  may  be  afked  then,  what  occafions. 
the  difference  in  point,  of  time  ?  The  moft  probable  reafon. 
feems  to  be,  that  the  Andalufians  waited  to  fee  the  iiTue  o£ 
the  complaint  againft  Marius  ;  and  not  finding  his  punilE-* 
ment  equal  to  his  guilt,  or  confonant  to  juftice,  tHey  de» 
fpaired  of  fuccefs  againft  Classicus,  and  therefore  deferred, 
their  proceedings,  in. hopes  of  fome  future  equitable  reign. 

In  thefe  trials,  we  may  perceive  the  different  influence, 
whichithe  two  emperors,  Domitian  and  Trajan,  had> 
over  the  fenate.     Under  the  tyranny  of  the  firft,  the  laws 
were  not  put  in  execution  againft  Priscus  ;  under  the  gold- 
en age  of  the  latter,    Classicus  and   his  abettors  wete 
punifhed  in  the  ampleft  manner,    and  according  to   law  ; 
although  I  confefs,  the  manner  of  proceeding  againft  NoR- 
BANUs  LiciNi  ANUS  was  vcry  Angular.    His  accufation  was- 
fudden,  and  verbal  only;  and  he  was  obliged   to  anfwer. 
forthwith  ;  nor  was  either  his  trial  or  condemnation  deferred*. 
But  Pliny  lays,  Obje£ia  funt  multa^  qua.  magis  quiim  prar-. 
varicatio  nqctierunt :  **  Many  crimes,  which  were  obje£bed, 
^*  to  him,  hurt  him  more  than  his  prevarication."     If  the 
objeftions  liadbeen  ff)ecified,  perhaps  they  would  have  ac-- 
quilted  for  (hefe  hafty  proceedings :  at  prefent  we  can  only. 

fuppofe^ 
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fuppofis^  thit  the  fenate  a£ted  on  the  foundation'^c^  reaibii 
and .  juftice. 

Nibiiominus  Bjetica  etiam  in  defunSli  accufatione  perjta^ 
baU  Provifum  hoc  Ugibus^  intermtffum  tameHy  et  poji  longam 
intereapedinem  tunc  reduiikm  :  "Keverthelcfs,  B-ffiTiCA  ftill 
*«  .periiftcd  in  the  accufation  of  the  deccafed.  Thi^  praaicc 
•*  was  according  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  although,  by 
•*  long  difufe^  it  had  been  intermitted,  and  -was  now  re- 
*«  ftored  after  that  intermiffion."  Therd  wwe  two  fortal 
of  crimes,  of  a  public  nature,  for  which  the  criminals  wepc^ 
profecutedy  even  after  death.  One  was  high  treafon,  of - 
which  thofe  were  gu»lty,  who,  to  prevent  coh^enmationj* 
kUied  themfelves.  The  other  was  extortion,  called  by  the 
IKfimanSj  repetunda.  This  laft  was  the  crime  of  Classicus  ; 
and,  by  the  revival  of  a  law  grown  almoft  Obfoletc,  an  ac- 
tion was  brought  againft  his  heirs,  in  the  manner  here  men-' 
tioned.  As  the  death  of  Classicus  was  not  without  fuf- 
picion  of  fuicide,  mors  ejus  infanus  5  ambigud  tamen :  **  His' 
**  death,  although  the  manner  of  it  was  uncertain,  carried 
**  with  it  the  appearance  of  infamy  :**  there  was  the  more 
reafon  for  reviving  this  obfolete  law.  But  with  us,  neither 
any  criminal  prolecution,  nor  any  forfeiture  is  legal  after 
<)eath.  Xbe  final  decree,  in  regard  to  the  chief  offender, 
C^sciLius  Classicus,  is  extremely  equitable,  and  be- 
coming the  fenate  of  Rome.  "  His  efFefts,  which  he  had 
•*  in  pofleiSon  before  he  Was  proconful,  were  to  be  givcn^^^ 
^  to  his  daughter ;  and  all  the  reft  of  his  pofleifions,  no| 
^*  only  what  he  had  unjuftly  acquired,  but  alfo  what  he  had 
**  accuniulated  by  the  rights  and  income  of  his  office,  were . 
J*  to  be  allotted  to  that  nation,  which  he  had  robbed.'*  For 
fincc  he  had  been  fo  exorbitant  a  plunderer  in  his  proconful- 
fliip,  it  was  certainly  right,  that  his  family  fliould  not  enjoy 
the  profits  of  his  plunder. 

There  is  an  obfcurity  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  decree : 
Ui  pecuniae^  quas  creditoribus  fQlveraty  revocarentur-:  *'  That 
"  the  fums,  which  he  had  paid  his  creditors,  (hould  be  re- 
*'  called.'*  By  whom  was  this  money  to  be  paid,  by  the 
creditors,  or  by  the  daughter  ?  The  creditors  had  done  no 
wrong  5  they  were  not  allied  to  him^  nor  were  they  before 
the  court ;  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  bound  by  any  fen- 
tence  given  by  the  court.  The  meaning  and  purport  of 
the  decree  feems  to  have  been, .  **  that  the  money,  he  had 
^*  pai4  |iis  creditors^,  fhoi^ki  ^  deduced,  and  takjen  out  of 

^  '^  that 
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<^  tbat  pslrt  of  bis  efFeds^  which  had  belonged  to  him  be- 
^'  fore  he  was  proconful."  Such  a  determination  is  agree- 
able  to  the  firft  part  of  the  fentence,  and  founded  upon  the 
fame  leafon,  *'  that  all  his  gains  during  his  proconfulihip 
<*.  fliould  be  forfeited  to  the  ufe  of  the  injured  ;  and  that  his 
^i  debts  fhould  be  paid  out  of  what  was  his  own  before  that 
*«  time/' 

Although  Pliny  is  univerially  allowed  to  be  a  poihe  avr 
tbor,  and  although  there  are  many  epiftles  more  exxtertain- 
ing  than  this  ;  yet  whenever  any  of  his  letters  treat  of  the 
Roman  fenate,  and  of  the  proceedings  there,  thqr  give  a 
dignity  and  weight  to  his  writings,  that  place  him  among 
the  hiftorical  writers  of  his  time.  He  is  not  only  the  gen-*^ 
tleman,  but  the  ftatefman  ;  and  whtlft  fome  of  his  ^iliat 
epiftles  convey  to  us  the  wit  and  elegance  of  literaiture  and 
friendfliip  ;  others,  like  this,  give  us  an  infight  into  the  cuf^ 
toms,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  people  and  fenate  of 
Rome, 

EPISTLE     X. 
Pliny  to  Spur  inn  a,  and  CdcciA  the 

wife  ^/'SpURINNA* 

WH  E  N  I  paid  my  laft  vifit  to  you,  I  did  not 
mention,  that  I  had  compoied  fome  verfes  in 
honour  of  your  fon.  My  chief  defign  in  writing 
them  was  to  fatisfy  my  afFedion  and  my  grief,  not  to 
talk  of  my  performance.  Befides,  Spur  inn  a,  when 
you  heard,  that  I  had  publicly  repeated  a  poem,  as 
you  yourfelf  informed  me,  I  imagined  you  knew 
upon  what  fubjeft  it  was.  Again,  I  was  apprehen- 
five,  by  reviving  your  remembrance  of  that  heavy 
load  oi  forrow,  I  fhould  break  in  upon  a  time  de- 
ftincd  to  feftivity  :  and  even  now,  I  have  hefitated  a 
litde,  whether  i  (bould  gratify  Coccia  and  you  in 
your  requeft,  by  fending  thofe  verfes  only,  I  re* 
cited  i  or  whethw^r  I  fhould  add  thofe,  which  I  in- 
tended to  prefcrve  for  an  additional  volume.  A 
fingle  volume,  dpecially  when  fo  very  fm^l,  cannot 

poffibly 
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pofl!fely  tomsftn  the  6^^^  which  I  bfcaf  eS. 

thcf  dear  and  ,  ever  honoured  memory  of  a  maii^ 
ysAxdk  fame  will  be  thfc  more  amply  eftablUiicd,  by 
pisiciagtus  a^ons  in  a  juft  and  jprojir  light  ttow- 
ever,^  iiotwithAanding  my  heficauons^  whether  I 
ou^t  CO  fend  you  all  tny  compofitiohs,  or  wfeethw  I 
Ihouid  retaih  ptat  df  didta  in  wj  own  cirilody^  it 
&am  moft  agreeable  to  my  chara^tor^  and  to  t3dt 
flfertdffiip  I  profefs  for  you,  tb  fend  yoU  aflj  ^Iped* 
ally  as  I  have  your  promife,  that  they  ftiali  not  bfi 
communicated  to  any  other  perfon,  till  1  makc'thent 
public.  The  only  remaining  favour  I  alk  is,  that  you 
would  u&  the  ^me  frankneis  Math  ndke^ .  in  pointii^ 
dut  thole  paf&aes,  which  you  may  thiidc  ought  \a 
be  enlarged,  altered,  or  omitted.  Neverthdefs,  I 
confefi,  I  find  it  difficult  to  fix  my  attention  on  thil 
melancholy  fubjeft  ;  and,  without  doubt,  the  fame 
difficulty  muft  afieft  you  both :  but  as  you  would 
direft  a  ftatuary,  or  a  painter,  what  features  to  ex* 
prefe,  and  what  lines  to  retouch,  in  the  reprefcntatloii 
of  your  fon  ;  fo  you  muft  model  ^nd  ^ide  me,  who 
am  endeavouring  to  give  an  image  of  him,  that  will, 
ndther  be  britde,  nor  fubjedl  to  decay ;  but  will  laft; 
as  you  think,  to  all  eternity  :  and  the  tniet  tftis 
image,  the  betteir ;  the  freer  from  faults,  amd  the  mort 
degantly  finifhed,  the  more  durable  it  will  remain; 
FarewjdI. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  cpiftle  to  CocciA  and  Spurinna  ought  to  have 
^  been  placed  immediately  after  the  firft  cpiftle  of  this  booki 
in  which  we  have  feen  the  life  and  c\mn(^et  of  VestRI^ 
CIU6  Sfurinka,  and  in  which  CoceiA  is  fpoken  of  as  a 
woman  fmgularis  exempli^  **  of  uncommon  virtues  j"  thtf 
wife,  the  companion,  and  the  friend  of  Spurinna.  The 
firft_epiftle  of  this  book  ought  to  have  fu^ceeded  the  feventh 
of  the  fecond  book ;  where,  we  may  remember,  the  cha- 
r?idcr  of  CoTTius  is  illuftratcd,  and  Jiis  d'eath  mentkmccl- 

to 
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to  have  h$fw^d  durL^g  l^is/adiGr  S^umkna's  iblefeio*  ii| 
Germany*  Human  nature  knows  no  greater  lofe  tl^n  tlllr 
<)eaA  of  a  valuable  child.  Amoiig  the  thunderbolts  of  hea<» 
Ven'swradi,  this  is  the  nibft  to  Se  drieaded,  the  liiafdeft  to 
be  fuflained.  A  wretch  in  danger  of  drownii}K»  TThdfe 
fingle  tvpig-of  hope  aind  ftipport  Imaks,  and  lets  ntm  %sk 
for  isyer^  i«  hap^^y  ia  comparilba  «f  the  pirtot,  iwho-  lote 
9f)  onlyTpn.  Ti)<;  verf^^  irfaich  Ptii^Y  madr  en  diis  oc^f 
Qii|JLon«  w^re  undoubtedly  very  fMit^ic  $  but  n  ^m^  totjb 
rpbbea  us  of  the  tripafiire^  let  us  tux:n  our  thoughts  fr^  fp» 
melancholy  k  them6. '  \    ^        . 


, » 
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U  R  friend  Artemioorus  has  To  much  benig* 
_  oity  of  natuir»  th^t  he  always  exag^ates  cha 
faviours  be  reeeiYeSii  It  is  from  that  tennper  yoift  haM 
heard  him  ipeak  of  the  obligations,  which,  it  is  true, 
be  Jies  Aznder  to  me,  in  a  manner  far  tMcyond  aniy 
cneni:,  to  whi(ii  I  can  pretend.  When  the  phUoiiv* 
phers  were  all  baniihed  from  the  city,  I  went  to  vifit 
faim,  at  a  houie  he  had  in  the  fuburbs  %  and  as  I  waa 
then  praetor,  fudi  a  vifit  was  more  taken  notice  cS^ 
and  confequendy  more  dangerous,  He  had  occafipn 
for  a  large  fum  of  money  to  pay  his  debts,  all  which 
he  had  contrafled  much  to  his  honour  :  fome  of  his 
grcateft  and  richeft  friends  only  hefitated,  but  offer- 
ed him  no  afliftancc.  I  borrowed  the  money,  and 
made  him  a  prefent  of  it  *,  and  I  did  this  at  a  time, 
when  feven  of  my  friends  were  either  put  to  death, 
or  baniflied.  Senecio,  Rusticus,  and  Helvidius, 
were  the  three  who  were  put  to  death.  Mauricus, 
Gratilla,  Arria,  and  Fannia  werC'  banifhed. 
Scorched,  in  a  manner,  by  fo  many  thunderbolts 
burfting  around  me,  I  might  have  prognofticate4 
from  fuch  certain  omens,  that  the  fame  fate  was  im- 
pending over  me  >  but  I  cannot;  think,  I  have  there'- 

lore 
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fore  dcferved  that  large  Ihare  of  gIorjr>  ^hich  Arte* 

MiDO&us  beftows  upon  me  :  it  can  only  be  faid,  that 

I  avoided  the  reproach  of  deferting  my  friend.     1 

loved  and  admiral  C.  Musonius,  his  father-in-law^ 

as  much  as  the  difference  of  our  years  would  permit } 

and  my  intimate  familiarity  with  Ax.t£Midorus  him-^ 

felf  began  when  I  was  a  military  t^bune  in  S^j^i 

That  was  the  firft  ipecimen  I  gave  of  a.  ri^  d^o- 

fitkm,  in  tailing  and  admiring  a  perfon,  whtf  w^ 

cither  a  wife  man  in  reality,  or  approached  the  nearell 

to  that  charafter :    for  of  all  thofe,   who  now  call 

themfelves  philofophers,  you  will  fcarce  find  any  one 

of  them  equal  to  him  in  fincerity  an4. integrity.     1 

omit  his  patience  in  undergoing  the  extremities  of 

heat  and  cold;  his  bearing  up  againft  all  fatigue; 

his  moderation  in  eating  and  drimcing,  without  the 

leaft  indulgence  to  pleafure ;   and  the  ftrid  boundit 

within  which  he  confines  his  appetites  and  defires* 

In  another  man,  thefe  would  appear  great  virtues  i 

in  him  they  are  loft  in  greater.     For  which  reafon^ 

MusoNius  chofe  him  for  a  ibn-in-law,  preferable  to 

all  his  rivals,  of  what  quality  foever.    "When  I  re-^ 

£e£t'  upon  his  charader,  I  own  it  is  a  pleafure  to 

me  that  he  is  fo  lavifh  of  my  praife  to  all  his  ac*^ 

quaintance,  and  elpecially  to  you.     However,  to  end 

as  I  began,  I  am  afraid,  that,  hurried  away  by  his 

good-nature,  he  exceeds  all  bounds  in  his  encomi-^ 

ums.     For  in  this  particular,  he,  who  is  otherwife  a 

man  of  the  moft  confummate  prudence,  is  frequently 

miftaken.     I  confefs  it  a  glorious  error,  in  enter* 

taining  a  better  opinion  of  his  friends  than  they  de^ 

fcrve.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS- 

There  are  fome  paflages  in  this  cpiftle,  which  require  ail 
explanation. 

Equidem  quiim  effent  philofophi  ah  uthi  fummotiy  fui  apui 
ilium  in  fuburkim :  *«  When  the  philofophers  were  txcluded 

"  the 
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*•  the  dtf ,  I  went  to  wait  ufjon  him  in  the  fuburbs.*'  We 
Plight  imagine  from  hence,  that  the  philofophera  were  only 
baniihed.  the  limits  of  the  city  ;  and  that  Artrmjoorus 
|)ad  taken  a  houie  in  the  fuburbs,  or  in  fome  place  without 
the  city  walls:  butG£LLius  tells  us,  that  they  were  ba-« 
niibed  not  only  out  of  Ronuj  but  out  of  Italy.    Phil-fophi 

Urtfe  it  ItMainterMSH  funt.  ^ua  tempefiate  £plcT£TUS 
qil9fue  fhikfopkus^  propter,  id  finatus  confultum^  NicopeUn  Ro^ 
mfi  tbffffit  ^  .*  .^^  The  phiIo(bphers  too,  in  the  reign  of  Do- 
^^  MJTXANj  10^6  expelled  by  a  decree  of  the  'fianate  :  and 
*'  their  return,  either  to  Rjume^  or  Itafy^  was .  prohibited. 
*'  On  the  opc^pn  of  that  decree  Epictetus,  the  philo- 

.  **  fopher,  left  Renuy  and  fettled  at  Nicopolis.''  When  the 
decree  of  the  fenate  was  publiihed  againft  the  philo/bphers, 
Pliny,  though  at  that  time  pnstor^  went  openly  to  vifit 

,  Artbmzborus,  whofe  houfe  was  fituated  in  the  fuburbs  of 
RQtM ;  a  (ituation  more  agreeable  than  the  city,  for  the  coa- 

.Y^ience  of  fludy  and  fpeculation :  and  therefore  I  am  apt 
to  think,  that  Virqjl,  who  had  the  utmpft  abhorrence  of 
^rouds,  and  aq  equal  love  of  retirement,  has  by  reprefenting 
the  houfe  of  Anchises  in  Troy^  given  us  a  dcfcription,  of 
bis  own  houfe  in  Rome ; 

fecreta  parentis 
Akchisjb  domuSf  arboribufque  obteSfa  ncejftt  ^. 

'*  My  fire  Anchises'  houfe  fecluded  flood, 
'^  Hid  by  the  friendly  umbrage  of  a  wood/' 

But  to  return  to  Pliny. 

'  Pecuniam  etianiy  qua  tunc  ill!  ampliore  opus  eraty  ut  as  all" 
^num  exfoheret^  contraSium  ex  pukherrimis  cauftSy  mujfantibus 
magnis  quibufdam  et  locupletibus  amicisj  mutuatus  ipfe^  gratui^ 
tarn  dedi :  **  I  fent  him  the  money  voluntarily,  he  wanting 
**  a  more  than  ordinary  fupply  to  pay  his  debts ;  all  which 
**  were  contraSed  from  the  moil  generous  principles ;  his 
**  richeft  and  greateft  friends  offering  him' no  afiiftance  on 
"  the  occafion."  This  was  a  noble  piece  of  generofity  in 
Pi-INY,  and  was  foUowing-the  example  of  Art^midoRUS, 
borrowing  money  ex  pukherrirnis  caufts. 

ii 

i.   .    ■  ■    •  .  • 

*  A.  GEtLtvs,  lib.  15.  cap,  Ii.  ^  ^neid.  ii.  jr.  299. 
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Non  idea  tamen  iximtam  ghriam  meruijji  me,  ut  ilk  P^^di" 
rat  J  credo ;  fed  tantum  effugiffe  fiagitium ;  "  I  cannot  afiuine^ 
•*  or  think  I  deferve  glory,  as  he  affcrts,  from  that  circum- 
*<  ftance.  It  would  have  been  a  reproach  to  have  a^ed 
*'  otherwife.'*  Can  there  be  a^  mbre  msntfirflb  e!!Kample  of 
humility?  Pliny  had  done  one  of  the  gr^ft^d  Itioft  , 
glorious  anions,  that  htimaii' nature  i^  ieapkUeoF^  and  yet 
he  puts  3io  hi^er  conftniAton  upon  i^,;'tMn  llAl  Itc  bad 
a£ked,  as  wy  man  ntuft  aA^,  ^MJio  chofi*  ikkMBbrbe'ltHiarkr 
abk  for  liaving  deferted  hi^  fri^.  I  ^g^ondelf 'dIcMb  la^ttliob^ 
who  have  endeavoured  to  prove  PtiN  y  a  Ghittikni  cM'  hot' 
coUeft  their  proofs  from  ient^K:es  in  his  mitihg^^  ksrei^bfe 
to  the  precepts  of  Chrifttanity.  This  is  one ;  ^Avtdltk  iU 
abfolute  fubmiffion  to  the  commands  of  our  Saviour,  iirhere 
he  fays,  when  ye  Jhall  have  done  all  thofe  things^  which  are 
^  commanded  you,  fay^  We  are  unprofttahle  firiffgnts:  we  have 

dene  thaty  which  it  was  our  duty  to  do  ^  At  leaft,  if  it  does 
not  amount  to  a  proof  of  Pliny's  Chriflianity^*  it  eettainljr 
proves  the  excellence  of  the  religion  itfelf;  fince  a  man  can- 
not proceed  upon  maxims  of  generofity,  humility,  or  ai^ 
other  virtue,  without  ading  in  confifluice  and  omienceto 
Ij^  lawiof  Chkist.  ^  J 

Sunt  hac  magna^  fed  in  alio ;  in  hoc  vmo  nnninm^  Ji  cetertt 
virtutikus  comparentur :  *'  Thefe,  in  another  perfon,  would 
*<  be  great  merits,  but  in  him,  taking  and  comparing  all 
*'  his  virtues  together,  th'ey  are  amongft  the  leaft  <^  his  per- 
^'  fe£tions."  Here  is  room  left  to  believe^  that  Artemido- 
Rus  had  every  virtue  under  heaven :  and  indeed  few  authors, 
if  any,  have  equalled  Pliny  in  reprefi*nting  their  friends  in 
fo  generous  a  manner,  as  not  to  touch  upon  thofe  hunian 
weaknefles  and  failings,  which,  when  mentioiied,  tiioii^ 
ever  fo  fl^htly,  are  apt  to  oblcure  the  nuift  Aiming  cha- 
racters, and  to  fully  the  bright  ideas  we  mi^t  otAerwife 
have  of  the  perfons  delineated.  Irreparable  injuries  are 
committed  by  the  dreadful  monofyllable.  But :  diat  fingle 
word,  placed  malicioufly,  pulls  down  more,  in  one  mo^ 
ment,  dian  volumes  can  ever  repair.  The  diaraders,  tranf- 
roitted  to  us  by  Pliny,  are  drawn  with  judgement,  polite- 
nefs,  honefty,  and  truth.  They  appear  not  with  all  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  hiftory,  bi^aufe  they  are  interfperfed  in  familiar 
letters  \  hut  the  aignity  of  the  iubjed  is  not  lefiened  by  the> 
title  of  the  work.    And  let  it  be  obferved,  to  the  honour  of 

«  Luke  xvii.  f,  lo. 

our 
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our  author,  th^t,  wher«  he  i$  obli^  to  (Jefcrtbe  a  bad 
msLtij  he  gives  (br  tnmy  and  /uch  ^aYihg  Mftanoes  of  his 
lujavery,.  as  prove  t};ie  perfon  delineated,  beyond  all  contra- 
££)toh,.  widced  and  deteftable  :  but  whefa  he  painty  a  goo4 
Ouii,  like  ARTEMmoRUs,  be  d\Vdls  up6n  his  beauties, 
and  takes  plealiire  in  enumerating  his  virtues  :  nor  content 
to'ftbp  Aece,  he  frequently  looks  back  into  the  chara^ers  of 
his  friends  and  relatb>iii$ ;  and  Where  he  cannot  prove  hin^' 
Vir^ubus  by  narent^and  di^c^  hb  eildeavours  to  prove 
l^Tb  hy  amanc&  So  that  his  epiffles  may  be  juftly  efteem-; 
^  tHe  leteos  of  a  noUe  Roman,  livhb  was  ah  honour  to  bis 
hiimdsi  v^  y^iiofit  fiends  were  an  hondur  to  the  conunon- 
weiilffi* 

E  P  i  S*t  L  E    XIIe. 
Pliny  t^  Catilius  Sever  us. 

YBS,-  r  will  flip  mih  you,  but  upon  thefe  condi- 
tipns  :  let  our  fupper  be  Ihort  and  frugal ;  let 
our  difdoiarfe,   like  the  converfation  of  Socrates,. 
afcbund  with  morality  j  but  even  in  that  let  us  fhew' 
moderation.     You  know,  that  before  morning  a  great- 
deal  of  bufihefe  is  to  be  done,   which  even  CatO' 
himfclf  could  not  be  cxcufed  for  breaking  in  upon  ; 
Cato,  whotii  CiMAR.  blames  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
rddouhds' to  Ms*  praife.    For  he  tell$  us,  that  the  per- 
f6aSi  who  met  him  dkirik,  blulHed  at  the  difcovery  5 
*V.ajpid  from  t^nqe  you  would  have  thought,  fiy$ 
CiESAR,  "  that  Cato  had  met  tterai  in  liquor,  not 
"  that  they  had  found  him  fo."    Could  the  charafter 
of  Gato  rife  higher,  than  to  render  him  venerable, 
when  thus  difguifed  ?  But,  let  our  fupper  be  as  rilo- 
derate  in  regard  to  the  time  of  parting,  as  in  the^ 
preparation  and  expence :   for  we  are  not  arrived  to  fo 
great  a  hci^t  in  charafter,  that  our  enemies  cannot 
cenfure  us,  without  faying  fomething,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  our  praife.     Farewell. 

T  2  O  B  S  E  R- 
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There  is  no  farther  ufe  in  fuch  cpiftles  as  this,  than  to  let 
us  into  the  turn  and  manner  of  our  author's  life.  The  par- 
ticular letter  now  before  us  difplays  an  ii^lance  of  his  tern- 
j)crance  arid'  morality :  for  he  orders  the'fupjtef  to  be  plaia  and 
frugal ;  'arid  at  the  (ame  time  defires,  th^t  their  difcourf«/may 
turn  upon  moral  fubjefts,  fuch  as  would  become,  or  jcnter- 
tain  Socrates.  AU  moral  men  are  wife  men  :  for,  when 
file  rules  oJF  decency  or  order  are  once  infringed, .  no  ^fdy 
can  tell  where  the  cohfufion  will  end.  '  Immorality  and 
rudenels  niay  accidentally  promote  laughter';  but  it  js  a 
burft,  which  is  only  heard,  and  immediately  forgotten  j  like 
mountain  rivers,  that  fometimes  overflow  their  banks,  and 
make  a  coniideifable  noife  and  inundation  for  a  few  hours, 
but  foon  retraft  their  triumph,  and  return  to  a  fmall  trifling 
ftream.  On  the  other  hand,  -  regularity  and  politenefs  ifupply 
a  perpetual  fpring  of  chearfulnefs  and  good  humour,  which 
flow  on  in  one  even  tide,  to  the  great  beauty  and  improve- 
ment of  every  country,  through  which  they  pa(s. 
*  'Eruht  officla  antelucana^  in  qua  incldere  impune  m  Catoki, 
qiniem  Itcuiu  This  fentence  is  a  little  diflicult :  the  meaning 
is  this  :  ^*Let  us  part  early,  that  we  may  rife  early.  In 
•*  winter,  our  various  avocations  force  us  up  before  day. 
**  There  is  a  good  deal  of  bufinefs  always  to  be  done  bc- 
**  fore  fun-rife.  Therefore,  let  us  not  be  fecn  returning 
*^  home,  when  our  neighbours  are  going  out ;  not  reeling 
*^  fottilhly  to  our  own  beds,  when  other  people  have  foberly 
*^  left  theirs.  Cato  himfelf  could  hot  be  juftified  in  fuch 
«<  a  dtbauch :  and  we  are  not  arrived  to  the  charafter  of 
*^  thofe  men,  wh^m  their  enemies  cannot  condemn^  without 
**.  commending  at  the  fame  time  V 

*  See  C  L  A  RE  N  D  o  N*s  HiHory  j  the  charadter  of  O  l  i  v  e  r 
Cromwell. 
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EPISTLE    XII. 
Pliny  toV  ocofuvs  Roman  us.    , 

C CORDING    to   your  commaiiis  I  have 

fertt'  the  book  %  in  which  I  exprefled,  when 

lately  conful,  the  gratitude  of  the  public  to  the  befl: 
of  princes.  I  fhould  have  fent  it,  though  you  had 
not  commanded  trie.  I  iiitreat  you  to  confider  at; 
ODCCr  the.  beauty  and  the  difficulty  of  the  theme.  In 
oth^r.  works,  the  novelty  attracts  the.  attention  of  the 
reader  5  but  in  this,  where  every  thing,  that  can'  be 
faid,  has  been  often  faid  before,  the  path  is  beaten, 
and  the  road  is  common  •,  and  for  that  reafon,  a 
reader,  being  quite  at  leiftire,  and  perfeftly  regardlefs 
of  the  fubjedt  matter,  turns  all  his  obfenrations  upon 
the  flyle  alone;  which,  when  confidered  fingly,  is 
extremely  difficult  to  be  wrought  up  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  give  entire  fatisfaftion.  I  could  wifh  in- 
deed, that  the  methodical  diipolition,  the  tranQtionSy^ 
and  the  .figures,  might  be  criticifed  together:  for  in 
men  of  littfe  learning,  we  fometimes  difcover  both, 
invention  and  eloquence;  but  none,  except  the  learn-, 
ed,  can  diftribute  their  materials  properly,  or  place 
figures  juftly,  in  their  various  attitudes.  Nor  is  the 
lofty  and  fublime  to  be  perpetually  affedted  on  thefc. 
occafions ;  for  as  nothing  fets  off  the  light  of  a  pic-, 
ture  better  than  fhade ;  fo  in  an  oration,  it  fometimes: 
is  as  neceffary  to  bring  it  down  to  the  common  level, 
as  to  raife  it  above  that  level.  But  why  all  this  to  a 
man  of  letters  ?  I  fhould  rather  defire  to  know,  what 
parts  you  think  ought  to  be;  corrected ;  for  if  I  find 
you  fo  frank,  as  to  make  objeftions  to  particular  paf- 
iages,  I  fhall  take  it  for  granted,  that  you  are  pleafed 
with  all  the  reft.  .  FarewelL 

*  Puny's  panegyric  on  Tjlajan. 
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Pliky's  panegyric  upcm  Trajan,  which  Jic  fends  witH 
this  epiftlo  to  his  friend  VocoNius  Romanus,  has  been 
the  ftore-houfe,  from  whence  courtly  authors  have  ufually 
dr^vm  the  fpcenfe  rf  th«r  4ev(?tion.  Whelther  the  ctop^or 
T|iAJ  AN  cicfervcd  thofe  high  encomiuips,  wljfch  p|ir  aij^oj;, 
in  the  aVun^ant  flo^  ana  ftr^ngth  of  doquenc&t  hs» '  bp- 
ftoWed  u^n  hiin,  will  adQiit  perhaps  of  Home  ioa^t  zi^ 
fufcicion :  but  the  panegyric  is  in  itfelf  as  high  fihiih^d  4 
{noure  of  mi  amiable,  generous,  and  l^rave  prince,  as  has  bMI 
ever  exposed  to  view:  and  happy  are  die  pecnple,  wfiofit 
fovereign  conies  neareft  in  refemUancei  to  fo  beautiliil  a 
portr^ 

>■,  .  •      •  .... 

EPISTLE    XIV. 

Pliny  io  Acilius.  ' 

■  »     ♦ 

THE  barbarous  manner,  in  which  Largiuji 
MAcipo,  a  man  of  praetorian  prdef>  has  \)ecii 
treated  by  his  fervants,  deferves  a  placfc  rather  in 
public  hiftory,  than  in  a  private  letter.  He  was,,  in- 
deed, a  proud'  and  *  favage  mafter ;  and  he  little  re* 
mcmbered,  or  rather  utterly  forgot,  that  his  ftther 
had  been  a  fervant. 

He  was  bathing  at  his  houlf  near  Fornix  •  pn  a 
focjdcn  his  flaves  furrpund  hun ;  one  feizes  his 
throat,  aqother  ftrikes  him  in  the  moifth,  anotl^r 
beats  him  on  the  breaft  and  bcUy,  others  bruife 
him  in  thofe  parts,  which  niodefty  forbids  tp 
mention.  When  they  thought  he  was  expired, 
tjiey  threw  him  upon  a  hot  pavement,  to  try  if 
he  had  any  figns  of  life;  He,  whether  realty  with-  ' 
Out  any  fcnfe  of  feeling,  or  whether  he  onty  pre- 
tended not  to  have  any,  remained  ftretched  put  at 
full  length,  and  motionlefe :  and  by  thefe  means  he 
was  lodged  upon  to  be  abfolutety  dead.    At  laft  they 

carried 
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carried  him  out,  as  if  fufFocated  by  the  heat  of  the 
bath  :  then  his  more  faithful  fervants  received  him, 
and  his  miftrclfts  came  flirieking  and  crying  about 
him,  Roufed,  in  this  manner,  by  their  voices,  and 
refrefhed  by  die  coolnefs  of  the  phce,  he  ojpens  his 
eyes,  and  moves  his  body,  and  confefies,  for  it  was 
now  feffe  to  oiitrri,  that  he  was  alive.  His  flavcs  hn* 
lii^iatcly  hah  aV?^y  :  many  of  them  afe  already 
ta^n  i.  there;  is  a  ftxift  fearch  after  the  refi;.  ]E(.ut 
MAciDO,  after  beiog  kept  alive  by  artfojoie  days,  is 
finee  dead>  not  wkhout  the  comfort  of  finding  him* 
felf  as  wgppiy  ^levei^ed  in  his  life- time,  ashe  would 
haif^  bom  flAer  his  death. 

Yott  fefe,  to  what  dangers,  to  what  %ffi:onts,  to 
what  infults  we  are  expofed  :  nor  will  humanity  or 
itiildhefs  bfe  thft  leaft  protedion  to  us ;  for  it  is  vil- 
liiiny,  not  judgement,  that  guides  the  murderers. 
But  enough  of  thefe  comments.  What  other  news 
is  ftirring  ?  What  ?  none ;  or  I  fhould  certainly  fub- 
join  it :  theie  is  paper  enough  left ;  and  as  this  is  a 
feftival,  I  have  kifure  to  in&rt  as  much  more  zi  I 
pleaie.  Let  me  add  however,  what  juft  npW  occurs 
to  me,  of  the  fame  Macedo,  when  he  was  in  the 
public  baths  of  Rome.  The  thing  was  nbtorious^. 
and  by  the  event  proved  ominous. 

A  Roman  ktiight  was  gently  tapped  upon  the 
Ihoulder  by  one  of  Macedo's  fervants,  that  he 
might  make  way  for  his  mafter  :  the  knight  turned 
himfelf  about,  and  without  ftriking  the  fervant,  who 
had  touched  him,  hit  Macsdo  fuch  a  violent  blow 
^th  his  hand,  that  he  almoft  knocked  him  down. 
Thus,  the  bath  hsis  been  gradually  fatal  to  him ;  firft, 
it  was  the  icene  of  his  di%race,  and  afterwards,  of 
his  de^tlw    Earewdl. 


• . 
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Many  fcntences  in  this  epiftle  feem  to  require  an  explana- 
tion. ,;    . 

Rem  atr9cem  nee  tantum  eptjiola  dignam  :  *f  I  thinly,,  feys 
Pliny,  '*  fo  black  a  piece  of  villainy  is  o?  tpQ  great  confe- , 
'^  quence,  not  to  be  publickly  known.     It  ought  riot  to  be 
**  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  private  letter  j    the 
•*  whole  world  (hould  be  apprized  of  it." 

Largius  M ACEDOy  fuperbus  dominus  et  fevuSj  qui  ftT'* 
vijfe  patremfuum  parum^  immo  minimum  meminiJTet :  •*  Lar- 
<^  Gius  Macedo  was  a  i^roud  and  cruel  mafter,  who  but. 
*^  little  recollected,   or  cared  to  remind  himfelf,   that  his 
**  father  had  been  a  fervant."     If  the  father  of  Macedo- 
had  beeri  a  fervant,  it  is  no  wonder  Macedo  was  a  cruel 
mafter.     Whenever  a  man  rifes  too  fuddenly,  from  fervitudc 
and  dependance,  into  a  ftation  of  dignity  and  power,  nei- 
ther he,  nor  his  nearcft  fucceflbrs,  can   immediately  quit 
that  bafeneia  of  mind,  which  accompanies  a  low  birth  and 
education.     The  filth  flili  remains,  and  clogs  every  aAion 
of  their  lives.     Thev  may  be  profufe,  but  they  cannot  be 
generous  :  they  may  oe  rich,  but  they  cannot  be  great.  Ori- 
gii^al  nature  will  break  through  all  bounds,  and  will  difcover 
itfelf,  in  fpite  of  all  conftraints.     A  cat,  fays  the  fable,  was 
once  changed  into  a  woman  j    but  as  foon  as  a  moufe  ap- 
peared, (he  forgot  her  metamorphofis,  and  fliewed  herfelf  an' 
arrant  cat.     What  is  bafer,  what  more  inhuman,  than  to 
oppreis  foyants  and  ilaves,  miferable  by  their  fituation,  and 
only  to  DC  made  lefs  fo,  by  that  proper  indulgence,  which 
is  due  to  the  meanefl  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  which 
will  be  always  allowed  them  by  thofe,  who  fpring  from  the 
feeds  of  virtue,  and  who  fcorn  to  wear  honours  they  have 
not  deferved  ?    When  we  behold  a  barbarous  mafter,  and 
an  ill-natured  lord,'  it  is  no  unjuft  prefumption,  notwith- 
fta^ding  his  load  of  titles,  to  conclude,  that  bv  fome  accident 
or  another  he  certainly  fprouts  from  the  refufe  of  the  people, 
and  the  dregs  of  mankind. 

Abjidunt  in  fervens  pavimentum  :    **  They  throw  him 
**  down  upon  the  floor  of  the  calidarium^  which  was  heat- 
ed from  below  by  the  hypocaujlum^  and  was  anfwerable  to 
the  fweating-room  in  our  bagnios.    This  particular  cham- 
*  ber 
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ber  is  taken  notice  of,  among  the  o  .her  apartments  of  the 
balnea^  in  the  effay  on  Pliny's  life. 

.  Ipfe  paucis  diebus  agre  fBcillatusy  non  fine  uliionis  folatto^ 
deceffit  j  ita  vivus  vindtcatus^  ut  occififolent :  **  He^  having 
*<  been  kept  alive  for  fome  few  days,  died  at  laft  with  the 
*'  fatisfaftory  profpeft  of  being  revenged;  and  lived  long 
**  enough  to  fee  the  fame  methods  of  juftice  purfued,  which ' 
*'  are  executed  upon  murderers."     Although  Pliny  does 
not  explain  himfelf  in  this  {dace;,  bv  telling  us,  in  what 
manner  the  cruelties  exercifed  upon  Macedo  were  reveng- 
ed ;  yet  it  is  eafdy  to  be  deduced,  notwithftaiiding  feme  oo- 
fcurity  in  the  fentence,  that,  (luring  the  fmall  fpace  of  time 
he.furvived,  tbofe  Aleves,  lyhp  werQ  taken^  were  poniflied 
as  they  deiervec}^   and  in  the  fame  manner,    as  if  he  had 
been  aftually*  dead.     Perhaps  the.  whole  fiwnily  of .  (laves- 
weire  executed  on  this  pccafion';  for  Tacitus  ^  tells  us, 
that  by  the  old  Roman  laws,  when  a  flave  had.  killed  his^ 
maftcr,  the  irftire  tribe  of  domeftic  flaves  were  to  fuffer  for ' 
the  murder,  2S  artiply  gs.  if  every  individual  had  been  guilty 
of  it.     The  lafiie   hi^orian  »,  in  a  preceding  book,  fays^ 
FaSftim  eifenatus  confultum  ultioni  juxta  et  fecuritatij  utfiquis 
a  Juts  firms  ihterfthu{  ejjet^  ii  quoque^  qui  tejlamento  manu^ 
mtjfifub  'eodem  USio  mdnjijfenty  inter  fervos  fupplicia  penderent : 
*^  That  by  decree  of  the  fenate,  when  a  mafter  was  killed 
*'  by  his  flaves,  the  freedmen,  who  were  made  free  by  hi% 
*'  laft  will,  if  diey  were  in  the  fame  houfe,  fhould  fuffer  : 
"  equally  with  the  flaves."    But  this  law  was  thought  too 
rigorous  to  be  put  in  execution. 

Nee  ejly  quid  quifquam  pojjit  ejfefecurusy  quia  fit  remiffm  et  ' 
mitis :  **  Nor  will  cehtlenefs  and  indulgence  fecure  our 
*'  lives."  If  this  reflexion  is  true,  as  I  am  afraid  it  is, 
how  corrupted  and  debafcd  are  our  inclinations  !  and  how 
low  and  defpicable  is  human  nature  !  not  to  be  won  by 
kindnefles,  not  to  be  civilized  by  obligations  !  Brutes  are 
tame  and  gentle  to  their  feeders,  faithful  and  fubmiffive  to 
their  matters.  Treachery  to  friends,  and  rebellion  to  bene*  ■ 
factors,  are  to  lie  found  only  among  mankind. 

^  Tacit.  Annal,  lib.  14.  cap.  42.  The  paflage  is  extremely 
remarkable,  and  contains  a  particular  account,  too  long  to  be  in- 
ferted  here,  of  a  popular  iniurre^lion,  which  arofe  from  putting 
th^  laws  in  execution,  anno  urbis  814. 

S  Annal.  lib.  13.  cap.  j2.  anno  urbis Sio»    ' 

.        .  Non 
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Nm  mm  juMcio  domini^  fid  Jcilefi^  f^mmtuf.  This 
fentence  is  a  litde  obfcure.  ^^  Matters  are  not  murderod 
<*  from  judgement,  but  from  wickednels."  All  murders  are 
committed  from  wickednefs  :  what  dien  is  a  murder  from 
jodgement  ?  The  meaning  muft  be;  flavesmakenodiftinc- 
tion  between  the  beft  and  the  worft  mafters  :  the  morddrs 
they  are  guilty  of  proceed  more  from  th0  tbirfl:  of  bloody 
and  the  fav^enefs  of  their  tempers^  tjiaa  from  a  proper  ^irit 
of  kidigoation^  or  the  foundation  of  a  juft  revenge, 

E  P  I  8  T  L  E    XV. 
Plimy  to  SiLIUS   P]iocui.us^  - 

YO  U  defire  tnc,  at  my  Ifeifiire,  to  read  over  your, 
poems,  and  to  examine,  wbedher  tibey  are  Ifvor- 
thy  of  being  publilhed.  You  eameftly  tJeg  this  of 
11^  9  ypu  quote  authorities  for  it ;  and  vou  aflc  me  to 
fubcra(3:  fome  ipare  time  from  my  own  iiudies,  to  be-^ 
flow  it  uf)on  yours.  You  ferther  add,  that  Tuixr 
himfelf,  from  a  moft  admirable  fweetne^  of  nature) 
cherifhed  the  rifir^  geniufes  in  poetry.  But  as  to  me, 
I  need  neither  to  be  afked,  nor  to  be  entreated*,  b^aiife 
I  have  a  moft:  devout  veneration  for  poetry,  and  the 
higheft  regard  for  you.  I  will  obey  your  requefl,  there- 
fore, with  as  much  afTiduity  as  pleasure.  But  I  think, 
I  may  even  now  venture  to  write  you  word,  that 
your  work  is  excellent,  and  ought  by  no  means  to 
be  fupprefled  •,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from 
thofe  pieces,  which  you  have  rehearfed  in  my  pre* 
fence,  unlefs  your  manner  of  repeating  them  xmpo4 
fed  upon  me  *,  lor,  indeed,  your  manner  is  fiveet  and 
ma&erly.  But,  I  trufl,  I  am  not  fo  led  away  by  the 
fcnfe  pf  hearing,  that  rfiy  judgement  is  weakened  by 
the  harmony  that  afie6b  my  ears.  The  edge  of  it 
may  perhaps  be  ^^  little  turned  aod  blunted  by  that 
means  ;  but  cajrinot  be  abfolutely  fubverted  or  aboliih- 
ed.  When  I  praife  the  poem  in  general,  dierefore, 
I  do  not  ipeak  ralhly ;  bftt  to  judge  of  the  feveral 

2  parts. 
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paitSf  I  muft  reed  tbem  all  carefully  over.    Farer 
well. 

O  B  S  5  RVATI  ONS. 

-  .       -  ■  •  K.  -l 

TtfLLY's  attempl?  in  poetry  Jire  fqr  ever  recprde4  by  th^t 
incnpK)rable  verfe, ' 

Ofifiukatumy  natam  me  confule^  Komam^ ! 
vfimk  yiik  DiiYPiN  \m  humoroufly  trafilkted. 


**  Fertunfi  foretwii  the  dying  notes  of  Ibme^ 
*«  ^TiU  I,  ^ymjulfile^  (;onfoVd  thy  doom ».' 


• 
But  akhoii^  diat  great  orator  was  np  poet  himfelfL  be  chf- 
ri&ied  and  admired  the  profeflbrs  of  that  art,  ^ra  heiiir 
gnitaU  poOarum  ingifiia  fiveiat :  a  part  of  bis  chaiader  bjr 
no  meam  the  leaft  worthy  of  praife.  P|.i)iy  Ikems  d«firoui 
to  ifnitate  TuLLV  by  ^  nioft  generous  tncouragcmei^  rf 
t^ROCULUs ;  whofe  poems,  I  believe^  art  no  whierc  kAOwa 
or  ipoj^en  of,  except  in  this  qpiftle. 


^  ju VENAL,    Sa^.  10.    3^.  122. 

[  DitrYDfiNy  Sat.  lo.  3^.  190. 


EPISTLE    XVI. 
Pliny  /o  Nepos. 

J  Have  confbntly  obierved,  that  an^ng  the  ac-> 
tions  and  ikyings  of  illufbious  perfens  of  both 
les^  feme  particulars  have  made  more  noifcy  when 
others  have  been  really  greater,  although  le&  known. 
This  xnv  opinion  was  confirmed  to  me  by  what  Fan- 
NiA  related  yefterday.  She  is  grajid^jg^ter  to  that 
Abjua,  who  was  at  once  the  ccnnfort  and  example 
to  her  hufbaiiid  in  his.  death.  Sht  told  me  many  anec- 
dotes of  ber  grandmother,  lefs  pubUC)  but  not  le& 

noble,  than  the  circumfbuice  of  W  4^      IbeHevet 

you 
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you  will  be  as  much  amazed  to  read,  as  I  was  to  hear 
the  accounts. 

Her  hufbandj-CiEciNNA  PiETUs,  was  fick;  her 
fon  was  fick  at  the  fame  time;  and  both,  as  was 
then  thought,  paft  all  hopes  of  recovery.  Her  fon 
(died.  He  was  a  youth  endued  with  the  various  beau- 
ties of  mind  and  body,  and  with  a  modefly  equal  to 
them  all.  He  was  dear  to  his  parents,  not  only  as 
their  fon,  but  alfo  for  his  excellent  qualities.  She 
prepared,  and  conduftcd  his  funeral  in  Ibch  a  man- 
ner, that  her  hufband  remained  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  had  happened:  for  whenever  flie  entered  his 
bed-chamber,  ihe  pretended  her  fon  was  aJive  and 
better  •,  and  when .  he  often  enquired,  how  the  boy 
did  ?  (he  anfwered  he  had  flept  well,  and  had  eaten 
his  food  with  a  good  appetite.  But  as  loon  as  her 
tears,  too  long  pent  in,  had  abiblutely  conquered 
her,  and  were  buriting  forth,  fhe  retired,  and  then 
gave  herfelf  up  to  grief.  Again,  when  ihe  had  com- 
poied  herfelf,  Ihe  returned  with  dry  eyes,  and  a  chear- 
nil  countenance,  as  if  fhe  had  quitted  all  her  grief 
for  the  lofe  of  her  fon,  at  the  door  of  her  hulband's 
chamber. 

I  muft  confefs,  it  was  a  brave  a<5tion  in  her  to 
draw  the  fteel,  to  plunge  it  into  her  bofbm,  to  pull 
the  dagger  out  again,  to  prefent  it  tp  her  hufband, 
and  then  to  ufe  that  immortal,  and  almofl  divine  ex- 
preflion,  PiETus,  //  gives  no  fain.  But  when  fhe 
did,  and  when  fhe  faid  this,  fhe  had  fame  and  im- 
mortality before  her  eyes.  It  feems,  therefore,  a  great- 
er aftion  in  her,  without  the  reward  of  eternal  ap- 
plaufe,  or  the  profpedt  of  glory,  to  •  hide  her  tears, 
to  conceal  her  forrow,  and  to  aft  the  mother  when 
fKe  had  loflher  fon. 

ScRiBONiANus  had  taken  up  arms  againft  Clau- 
dius in' Illyricum :  P^etus  had  engaged  himfelf  on 
the  fame  fide,  and  Scribowianus  being  killed,  PiE-' 
TVS  wai  brought  -prifoAer  to  Rome.    He  was  going* 

into 
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into  the  fliip,  when  Arria  earneftly  entreated  the 
foldiers,  that  'fhe  might  be  put  on  board  with  him* 
*'  You  will  allow,  lays  ihe,  a  man,  who  has  been 
'«  conful,  to  have  fome  ferVants  to  drefs  him,  to  «• 
**  tend  at  his  meals,  to  put  on  his  flioes.  Let  me 
**  go,  and  I  alone  will  perform  all  thofe  offices.*^ 
Her  requeft  was  denied  :  but  fhe  hired  a  filhing-boat^ 
and  in  diat  fmall  veflel  followed  the  Ihip. 

The  fame  Arria,  meeting  the  wife  of  Scriboni-» 
ANUS  in  the  palace  of  Claudius,  at  the  time  fhe  vo- 
luntarily difclofed  ali  ihe  knew  of  the  Gonfpirjators, 
faid  to  her,  "  Offer  not  to  fpeak  a  word  to  me :  I 
"  fliall  hot  hear  you.  Your  hufband  Scribonianus; 
*.*  was  kUled  in  your  bofom,  and  yet  you  live.** 
Ftx>m .  whence  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  heroical 
manner,  in  which  flie  chofc  to  die,  did  riot  proceed 
•from  a  fudden  thought. 

When  her  fon-in-law  Thrasea  ^  was  endeavour- 
ing by  his  pra;ycrs  to  divert  her  from  the  defign  flic , 
had  formed  to  put  herfelf  to  death  %  and,  among 
other  arguments,  faid,  "  If  I  were  condemned  to 
**  die,  would  you  therefore  have  your  daughter  die 
*^  with  me  ?  flie  made  anfwer,  "  Certainly,  if  flie 
"  had  lived  as  long,  and  as  happily  with  you,  as  I  ^ 
**  have  lived  with  P^etus  ^" 

By  this  anfwer,  flie  alarmed  her  friends,  and  was 
more  clofely  watched.  She  perceived  it,  and  faid, 
**  Your  endeavours  are  vain  :  you  may  force  me  to 
*'  die  with  anguifli,  but  you  cannot  hinder  me  from 
"  death  itfelf."  While  fhe  uttered  thefe  words,  flic 
leapt  out  of  her  chair,  and  claflied  her  head  with 
fuch  prodigious  violence  againft  the  oppofite  wall, 
that  flie  fidl  down  in  a  manner  dead.  When  flje  was 
brought  to  herfelf  again,  flie  faid,  "  I  told  you,  by 
"  denying  me  the  liberty  of  an  eafy  death,  you 
"  would  only  compel  me  to  find  out  one  nior«  pain- 

^  Thrasi A  Patvs.  *  Cjecinna  PiETtr«. 

2  ««  fill." 
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•  -  •  ■  • 

^  ful.'*'  *  Are  not  thefe  ^eatef  fayiqjgg  even  tfian, 
FiKTtrs,  //  givef  mpain  ?  x  et  thefe->  which  wfere  pre- 
paratory to  rfic  other,  fo  much  celebrated  in  the 
twrld,  arc  entirely  unknown.  All  this  confirms  the 
0hfervation,  with  which  I  ffrft  fet  out,  that  fome 
particular  aftions  and  fayings  are  more  renowned^ 
whiWr  others  art  more^  nobfe.    FaieweHv . 

^  O^  S  E  RVAiri  ON  & 

tht  cataftrophe  of  ArhLIa  arid  Vxtjjs  is  related  In  one 
of  die  Tatkrs\  of  which  pipets  StrRicAARD  SrfcEi:  was, 
in  gentfral)  Ae  reputed  author :  but  he  is  miftaken'  in  the 
flory.i  GjECiKNA'Pit^ruatwtfi'put'.tb  death  by  tMe'^rhpet'or 
^hAUPtuuBi  whereas  tiie  audior  of  tiiat'papdr  CfM  a  l^HI^ 
fipr.  his  executioii  from  the  emfierbr  N£ro,  w)io- was'  nnidi 
le(iguilty  of  his  murder  than  Sir  Richard  Stbki:* 

fuRius  Camiuus  ScRi9aNXANU»,  governor  of  Dal- 
niatla\  ^ined  With  Cjccinna  P^tus  in  raiTing  a  rebetr* 
lion  a^uift  CtAt/mus ;  btM^  licm  had'ftaiceai^p£ared  in' 
annv  when  their  (Wdicrs,  teitiifedE^by^  c^l  omens,  of  mttre' 
probably  afrsud  of  tbe  emperorls  pow^,  not  c^y  dtfertdF; 
but  betrayed  their  commanders.    ScRiBoiiTAWtrs  Wa^'  ob- 
liged to  take  refuge  in  the  iflaod  of  Ifa'' ;  where  he  was' 
feized  and  put  to  deaths  in  gremi9  fua  tikaris  ^  :■  <<  in  die^ 
*^  bbfom  oPhis  wife,"  as  appears  by  this  qjdftle^  whilft  Pje-  • 
Tus  was  carxied  prifoner  to  R^me.    He  th^re  received  his 
condemnation,  and  with  it  dier  pMntffi6n  of  chi^Qg  what 
foit'  of  dieath  he'  tfiousht  nkxft  eligiMe;    But 'CjClci^^A^ 
however  bold  in  the  fields  and '  at'  tbt-  h»a<»^dr  thcMiiiMs,' 
could  not  look  at  die  more  calm  approsH^hitf'^  6t  i6Mk  with 
the  refohfttion  of  a  Roman :  his  conftancy  fofrlbok  himv  and* 
he  (hewed  ereat  reludance  to  leave  the  wot-M.    Arria,> 
forry  and  aSiamed  to  fee  him  betray  a  weaknefs,  to  which  ~ 
her  foul  was  a  ftranger ;  and  perhaf^,  fecredy  confcious, 
that  (he  was  the  cdme  why  h6  Wiflied  to  live;  fnatched  a' 
dagger  from  his  fide,   and  ftabbed  hcrfelf  beford  hi3  eyes, 

««  N«  72.  Saturday,  Septfember^24:i'  1769. 

■  A  province  in  lllyricuniy  bordering  upon  the  Adriatic^ 

^  An  iilaad  in  the  Adriutk^  over-agaioift  DdfnaHa^ 

f  JUNIA. 

with 
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with  an  intrepid  heroifin,  that  at  once  demonftrated  her 
cour^  and  her  l6ve.  Thus  fell  Arria  %  the  firft  of  that 
name,  whom  hiflory  fakes  notice  of;  ^wid  fee  no  fooner  ex-^ 
pired,  than  PiAlftJs,  fired  by  her  exam]pk,  and  encouraged  by 
her  laft  xrords,  haftened  to  put  ah  end  te  his  life  in  the  iame 
mannejr,  and  by  the  iknie  weapon. 

CiEciNNA  r^TUs  and  Arria  left  behind  thenr  2 
dau^ter,  who  bore  heF  mother's  name)  and  was  married  tj 
Thrasea  Pjetus.  f'rom  this  identity  of  nam^  have 
arifen  the  various  chronological  miftakes,  into  whieh  no^ 
only  the  Tatkr^  hvit  other  writers  have  fallen, 

Thrasea  Pjetus  made  a  confiderabk  figure  in  the  reigit 
of  Nero.  He  was  sr  man  of  ftri£t  midrali^,  afttT  nnflte&eit. 
refolution;  beloved  by  die  people^  and  of  great  Wighf  &ir 
the  fenate  $  an  able  and  an  unbiafied  patriot,  and' lb  pow^ 
&I  in  eloquence,  that  he  often  ftopped  the  current'  a(  ini- 
quity, which  would  odierwife  have  overturned  and  dbflroyef 
die  ftate*  Such  a  man  Was  particularly  odious  tathe  etepe- 
ror  and  the  court  minions:  every  a£tion of  his  ^  Wasnot 
only  a  reproach  todieiir  vices,  but,  wbat^was'of  mor^con- 
fe^pience,  a  bar  to  thefr  tyramvw  It  had  been  impoKtic 
not  Co  &op  the  pcogreis  of  fuch  confpicuous  merit^'  aind" 
fuch  ipreading  virtue.  Thrasea,  therrfore,  waj  accufed* 
before  the  fenate  of  various  crimes,  amounf^ing  to'hi^  trea* 
fon;  and,  together  with  Soranus,  and  his  daughter  Ssit- 
TiLiA)  who^  ftory  is  extremely  melanchdy'  and  aflfefiling, 
was  condemned  to  die;  the  manner  of  tfieir  death  being 
left  to  their  o|im  elefdon.  Thrasea  Was-  in  his  garden,* 
^accompanied  by  many  friends  of  confidferaHe  rank  arwl  cHa- 
ra£kr,  particularly  DIbmetrius  the  philofopher,  when  the 
queftor  DoM^TitJs  GliBeiLi anus  came  to  him' from  the 
ienate,  with  the  order  of  his  condemnation.  The  wholt?- 
company,  except  himfelfj  burft  into  tears ;  and  his  wift? Ar-* 
KiA  immediately  refolved  to  follow  her  mother's- example,^ 
and  die  with  her  hulband :  but  Thrasea-  interpofed-,  and^ 
infiftedfhefhould  live  for  the  feke  of  their  daughter  Pa  ff- 
NiA  %.'at  that  time  married  to  Hei^vidius  Priscvsj  a^ 
nohlcrR^man,  equally  hating,  and-  hated  by  Nero.  Tfife* 
Axteeath  anaat  of  Taoitu5>  from  whence  thefe  memoirs' 

^  She  was  nearly  related:  to  the  empxeis  Mb^salina*  V4d\ 
Dion.  Cass  I  us.  Lib,  60.. 

'  The  charader  of  Fannia  is  given  by  Pumy  in  the  7th  Book, 
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of  Thrasea  Pjetus  are  derived,  is  imperfefti  -but'thc 
laft  chapter  is  too  remarkable,  not  to  be  inferted,  efpecially, 
as  it  gives  Tome  account  of  the  manner  in  which  P-stus 
chofe  to  die.     The  words  of  the  hiftorian  are  thefe  : 

Turn  progreffus  [Thk^asea  F^tus]  in  porticum^  tUic  a 
quajiore  reperitur^  Lttitia  propior^  quia  Helvidium  gene-. 
rum  fuum  Italia '  tanttim  jorceri  cc^ovn-at.  Accepto  delnnc  fe- 
natus  cmfulu^  Helvidium  et  Demetrium  in  cuHculum 
inducit\  porreHifqui  utriufque  bracbii  veipii^  peftquam  cruorem 
$ffudit^  hufnum  fuper  fpargensj  propius  nmatQ  quaft^Cy  Lihe^ 
mus^  inquity  Jo VI  Liber atori.  SpeSfa  ju^enir^  H  trntn- 
quidem  4ii  prohibeant :  ceteriim  in  ea  tempera  natus  esy  quihus 
firmare  animum  expediat  con^antibus  eMimpUs,  Pofl  kniitu-- 
dine  exit^  graves  cruciatus  afflfrente^  ib^erfis  in  Demetri* 

^^  Then  [Thrasea  Pw«TUs]  going  into. his  gallery,  wa? 
^^  met  there  by  the  queftor,  whom  he  received  rather  with 
*<  joy,  than  deje£tion,  becaufe  he  ha4  been  inform^,  that. 
^<  his  fon- in-law  Helvjdius  wa&  only,  doomed  to .  baai£hr»! 
V  ment  out  of  Italy :  and  now  fubmitting  to  his  ientence> 
<<  he  tookHELviDius  and  Demetrius  into  his  bed-cham- 
^<  her,  and  ftretching  out  both  his  arms,  after  the  veins  in 
<^  each  had  been  cut,  he  fprinkled  fome  of  his  blood  upon 
<^  the  ground;  and  calling  the  queftor  to  come  nearer, 
**  he  faid.  This  is  my  libation  to  Jupiter  the  deliverer. 
<<  Yoimg  man,  behold  this !  and  may  the  Gods  avert  die 
*<  omen  from  you  !  But  you  are  born  in  times,  that  render 
^^  it  neceflary  to  fortify  the  mind  by  examples  of  refolu- 
^^  tion.  After  this,  the  flow  manner  of  his  death  bringing 
*^  on  grievous  tortures,  he  turned  [his  eyes]  towards  De-, 
«  METRius  ♦  «  ♦  ♦  ♦  *»  Here  the  annAl  bifeaks  ofF, 
and  leaves  us  to  hope,  that  PiETUS  was  foon  relieved  3  and 
that  fo  noble  a  foul  remained  not  long  in  pain* 

As  thefe  ftories  of  the  two  Arrias,  and  their  hulbands,- 
have  beeo  fpun  out  into  a  great  length,  th^  ohly  farthef 
remark  to  be  made  upon  this  epiftle  is,  that  fcarce  any  of 
all  the  heroic  a^Slions  of  the  fim  Arria  infpire  us  with  a 
snore  exalted  idea  of  her,  than  when  (he  chufes  to  expofe* 
herfelf  to  the  wind  and  waves  in   a^lmatt  iiihing-boatjf: 
even  from  Dalmatia  to  Romcj  rather  than  to  ftay  in  fafety, 
when  her  lord  was  in  danger :  an  example  of  female  courage, 
refolution,  and  aifedion,  rarely,  if  ever,  to  be  equalled. 
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Pliny  to  Servianus. 

IT  is  fo  long  fince  I  heard  ffom  you,  that  I  muff 
aik,  if  all  things  are  right  ?  If  they  are^  is  bu(]^ 
nels  your  obftruftion  ?  Or^  if  you  are  not  eniployed, 
are  the  opportunities  of  writing  few  or  none  r  Deli- 
ver me  frdni  this  ftate  of  doubt :  it  is  a  fituation  I 
cannot  beai*.  Rfelievc  me,  though  you  fend  your 
letters  by  a  particular  meflengcr.  I  will  pay  his  tra- 
velling expehcfes :  niay,  I  Will  giVe  hini  more;  let 
him  but  tell  lii^  what  I  wifti  to  hear.  I  am  well,  if  a 
rndn  can  be  faid  to  be  well,  who  lives  in  perpetual 
fufpenie  and  anxiety,  expefting  and  fearing,  every 
hour,  all  that  can  poffibly  happen  to  his  deareft  friend 
upoii  cdrth.    Farewell* 

OBSERVATIONS; 

Thefe  fhptt  letters,  which  contain,  only  compliments  and 
civilities,  that  paired  between  particular  friends,  many  hun- 
dred years  ago,  muft  appear  trifling  and  unengaging,  when 
they  fucceed  fiich  a  letter  as  the  fixteenth.  And  indeed^ 
When  we. look  into  thefe  kind  of  epiftles  feparately,  therd 
is  hothing  in  their  ftyle  and  fubjeft  very  remarkable,  or  ex- 
traordinary:  but,  when  we  confider  them  all  together,  they 
tend  to  nrengthen  and  eftablifh  the  charader  of  politenefs^ 
which  our  author  fo  juftly  deferves.  They  are  thrown  in 
by  the  editors,  without  any  regard  to  the  letters,  immedi- 
ately preceding,  or  immediately  following ;  and,  like  fmall 
diamonds  ill  fet,  they  not  only  Ibfe  their  own  litde  (hare 
of  iuftre,  but  fhew  the  aukwardnefi  of  thofe  jewellers,  into 
whofe  hands  they  have  fallent 
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EPISTLE     XVni. 
Pliny  to  Catilius  Severus, 

IT  was  incumbent  upon  mc,  when  conful,  to  re-^ 
turn  the  thanks,  and  to  make  the  compliments  of 
the  republic  to  our  emperor.  After  I  had  done  this, 
¥dth  a  due  regard  to  the  time  and  manner  of  ^eal;- 
ihg  in  the  fenate,  I  imagined  it  agreeable  to;  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  to  expatiate  mpre  copioufly  on 
every  head,  and  tp  fend  die  whole  abroad^^  in  a  vo- 
lume :  firft,  that  the  emperor,  by  this  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe,  might  be  better  pleafed  with  the  Juft  picture 
of  his  great  virtues  :  next,  that  fucceedmg  princes 
may  be  animated  by  his  example,  rather  than  by 
any  precepts  of  mine,  to  purfue  the  only  road  to  the 
fame  true  glory.  *  For,  certainly,  to  inftrudt  a  prince, 
what  he  ought  to  be,  is  a  very  noble^  but  a  very 
arduous  talk,  and  carries  with  it  an  air  of  vanity  : 
but  to  praife  the  beft  of  princes,  and,  by  that  me- 
thod, to  hold  out  a  light,  as  from  a  watch-tower,,  by 
which  his  fucceflbrs  may  fteer  their  courfe,  is  not  a 
work  of  arrogance,  but  of  infinity,  ufe*  It  i?  ao 
fmall  pleafure  to  Q)e,  that  when  I  had  a  mind  to  re^ 
cite  this  entire  perforn)ance  tjo.  my,  firiend^^  and  did 
not  fend  them  any  writtscn  or  particular  invitations^ 
but  only  a  general  notice  to  come  to  me>.  when  it 
was  Qonvenient  for  them,  and  they  were  nxoft  at  lei*^ 
fure.  As  foon  as  they  were  advertifed  of  my  inclina^ 
tions,  and  I  muft  obferve,  that  at  Rom  xjhere  is.  never^ 
or,  at  leaft,  very  feldom,  l^ifure,  or  convenient  tiimo 
to  hear  rehearfals,  they  aflembled  two  "days  together^ 
for  that  purpofe,  in  extreme  bad  weather  ;  and,  \yhen 
my  own  modefty  would  have  put  a  flop  to  the  re- 
hearfal,  they  abfolutely  requyed  me  to  continue  if  a 
*^  '      third 
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third  day*  Affi  I  to  attribute  this  honour  to  myfelf^ 
or  to  their  regard  for  learning  ?  I  rather  think  to  the 
latfier;  which^  after  it  has  been  almoft  deftroyed»  is 
now  reviving.  But  what  was  the  fubjeft^  which  oc* 
cafioned  this  earneft  attention  of  my  audience  ?  for, 
in  the  fenate,  where  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  un* 
dergo  the  fatigue  of  hearing  fuch  encomiums,  we  ufed 
to  grow  tired  in  a  moment's  time  ^  and  yet  now^  three 
days  were  not  found  too  long  to  rehear^  and  hear  a 
panegyric  of  the  fame  kind.  It  is  notj  that  there  is 
more  eloquence  in  this  work,  but  that  it  i^  written 
with  a  willing  heart,  and  confequently,  with  a  greater 
fpirit  of  freedom.  It  will  be  a  frefh  accumulation  of 
praife,  therefore,  to  our  emperor,  that  thole  Ipeeches, 
whidi  were  heretofore  as  odious,  as  they  were  falfe, 
are  now  become  as  amiable,  as  they  are  true.  But  I 
confefe,  I  was  not  more  delighted  with  the  attention^ 
than  the  judgement  of  my  audience ;  for  J  could 
Obferve,  that  my  moft  fevere  remarks  gave  them  the 

greateft  fatisfa<5l:ion.  I  am  confcious  indeed,  that  I 
ave  rehearfed  to  a  few,  what  I  have  written  for  all : 
ficverthelefs,  as  if  future  readers  would  concur  in 
their  judgement  and  tafte,  I  cannot  but  own  I  re- 
joice gfeatly,  that  their  cars  can  bear  fuch  open  and 
Ijpirtted  writing.  -And',  as  in  former  times,  the  the- 
atres were  taught  a  falfe  tafte  in  mufic  j  fo  now  I 
hope  to  fee,  that  the  fame  places  will  be  taught  to 
rcHIh  nothing  but  true  harmony.  Thofe,  indeed, 
who  write  with  no  other  view  than  to  pleafe,  will 
write  in  fach  a  manner,  as  they  imagine  may  pleafe  : 
but  with  rcfoeft  to  my  particular  performance,  I  am 
confident,  oic  true  reafons  of  my  taking  greater  free- 
dom and  latitude  will  be  plainly  difcoveredj  fince 
thofe  parts  of  my  difcourfc,  which  bear  clofe.  and 
hard,  muft.  appear  more  foreign  and  forced,  than 
thofe,  which  are  penned  in  the  gaiety  and  exultation 
of  heart.  Arid  yet  it  is  my  ardent  prayer,  that  the 
time  may  come;  i*  wilh  it  were  arrived,  when  all 

U  2  foothing 
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foothing  panegyric,  however  now  juft  and  proper, 
Ihall  give  place  to  honcft  and  fevere  trudis. 

Here  you  have  a  full  account  of  my  three  days 
work.  I  wifli,  in  your  abfence,  you  may  feel  the 
fame  pleafure,  from  the  encouragement  ^ven  to 
ftudy  and  learning  in  general,  and  the  compliments 
paid  me,  on  this  particular  occafion,  which  you 
would  certainly  have  felt,  had  you  been  upon  the 
ipot.     Adieu. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


This  epiftle  ought  to  have  been  immediately  fubfequent  to 
the  thirteenth,  as  they  both  relate  to  the  fame  {uhjeSty  the 
panegyric  upon  Trajan.  In  the  thirteenth  cpiftlc,  ad- 
drefTed  to  Rom  anus,  our  author  difcovers  great  fears  and 
anxiety  for  his  favourite  work :  he  dwells  upon  the  difficulty 
of  the  theme,  and  courts  the  approbation  of  his  readers. 
But  the  ftyle  of  this  epiftle  to  Severus  is  more  laboured 
sold  difFufed;  and  the  author  here  fpeaks  of  his  panegyric 
with  a  confidence  and  fatis&£tion,  arifmg  from  the  applaufe 
which  he  had  already  received. 

As  fbme  paflages  in  this  epiftle  are  a  little  obfcure,  the 
following  obfervations  may  not  be  deemed  unneceflary. 

Deinie^  utfuturi  principesj  mn  quaji  a  magijlro^  fed  tamen 
fub  ixemph  pramonerentur^  qua  potijjimum  via  pojfent  ad  ean-- 
dtm  gloriam  nitt :  **  I  had  a  mincT  to  point  out  to  future 
'  princes,  lather  by  his  example,  than  hy  any  precept,  the 
'  paths  of  true  glory."  Pliny  imagmcs,  vanity  might 
hinder  future  princes  from  learning  the  maxims  of  govern- 
ment, but  ambition  might,  probably,  lead  them  to  imitate 
Trajan  :  they  would  abhor  a  preceptor,  but  they  would 
accept  of  a  guide. 

Animadverti  enim  feverijjlma  qnaque  Vil  maxim  fatisf oar e : 
•*  I  obferved  a  general  (atisfaftion,  even  in  thofe  places 
**  where  I  was  moft  fevere."  The  feverity,  which  PlIK  Y 
hints  at  in  this  fentence,  is  that  part  ot  the  panegyrib, 
which  aims  at  the  cruelties  and  impofitidns  of  precedteg 
Caefars.  But  the  arrows,  which  were  dhredled'at  the  Remain 
emperors,  muft,  at  the  fame  tm^  juttheiHoman  people: 

the 
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the  former  could  not  have  been  abfolute  tyrants,  unle(s  the 
latter  had  fubmitted  themfelves  to  be  abfolute  flavcs. 

Acjicut  olim  theatra  male  mujicos  canere  docuerunt^  ita  nunc 
inj^em  adducor^  pojfe  fieri ^  ut  eadem  theatra  hem  canere  muficos 
doceant :  **  And  as  the  theatre  formerly  taught  the  fingers  a 
^'  bad  manner  in  fmging,  fo  now  I  am  led  to  hope,  that 
**  the  fame  theatres  may  teach  them  a  better  grace  and  man- 
**  ner."  This  is  a  fine  fatirical  allufion  to  Nero,  who  had 
not  only  corrupted  the  morals,  but  the  ears  of  the  Romans. 
He  had  fubftituted  difcord  in  the  room  of  harmony.  He 
had  banifhed  the  graces,  and  introduced  the  furies.  Arts 
and  fciences  were  deprefled  and  overthrown :  nor  did  learn- 
ing, or  virtue,  recover  the  blows  they  had  received,  till  the 
beginning  of  Trajan's  government.  It  is  not  to  be  de- 
nied, that  Pliny  has  introduced  this  fentence  abruptly,  and 
without  connexion :  but  it  may  be  confidered,  that  as  the 
cpiftle  was  written  to  a  friend,  who  well  knew  the  mean- 
ing of  the  comparifon,  there  was  not  that  occafion  for  con- 
texture and  exaftnefs,  as  in  a  more  elaborate  kind  of  writ- 
ing. In  familiar  letters,  half  fentences  and  hints  are  fiiiE- 
cient ;  but  in  hiftory,  or  any  work  of  gravity  and  import- 
ance, fuch  a  ftyle  would  not  only  be  improper,  but  totally 
inexcufable. 

EPISTLE    XIX. 

I  * 

Pjliny    to    Calvisius. 

As  I  have  been  accuftomed,  fo  I  ftiall  ftill  con- 
tinue to  beg  your  advice  with  regard  to  my 
cilate.  Some  lands,  adjoining  to  mine,  and,  indeed, 
intermixed  with  them,  are  to  be  fold.  They  are  at-^ 
tended  with  many  circumftances,  which  tempt  me, 
and  many,  which  deter  me  from  the  purchafe, 

I  am  chiefly  induced  by  the  beauty,  that  vriU  refult 
from  their  being  laid  out  together ;  and  then  again, 
the  convenience  will  be  no  lefs  than  the  pleafufe :  the 
fame  works  may  be  carried  on  at  both  places,  for 
both  may  be  yifited  with  the  fame  trouble,  and  the 
lame  expeoGe:  the  fame  overfeer  may  take  care  of 
both,  am  the  widcrmanagers  of  each  may<almo(fc  be 
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the  fame  pcrfons.  We  need  only  fit  up  one  houfc  for 
an  habitafion,  arid  barely  keep  the  other  from  falling 
to  ruin.  The  expence,  faved  in  furniture,  in  head* 
fervants,  in  gardeners,  *?orkmen,  fuch  as  fmiths,  far- 
.  ricrs,  and  even  in  the  hunting  equipage,  muft  be  en- 
tered into  th?  computation  •>  for  it  is  of  great  confe* 
qucnce  in  ^economy,  whether  you  have  thefe  collefted 
together  in  one  place,  or  dilperfed  in  feveral. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  impru- 
dent to  tiruft  fo  large  an  eftate,  lying  all  together,  to 
the  fame  climate,  and  to  the  fame  accidents.  It  feems^ 
more  advifeable  to  provide  againft  cafualties,  and  all 
fudden  alterat'ons  of  the  weather,  by  having  our  lands 
parcelled  out  in  different  fituations.  The  change  too 
of  air  and  place,  and  the  variety  in  rambling  about» 
has  Something  in  it  very  agreeable. 

Now  the  principal  point  of  my  deliberation  is  this  ; 
the  foil  is  fertile,  rich  and  well- watered :  it  confifts  of 
fields,  vineyards,  and  woods,  yielding  a  produce, 
ivhich,  though  it  will  amount  to  a  very  moderate,  yet 
will  be  a  very  certain  income.  But  then  the  foil,  as 
fertile  as  it  is,  has  been  much  impovcrifhed  by  the  in- 
digence of  the  hufbandmen.  The  laft  poffeflbr  very 
often  fold  the  whole  ftock ;  and  though  by  that  me- 
thod h^  furniflied  himfelf  with  a  fum  of  money  for 
(the  prefent,  yet  he  hurt  the  eftate,  by  depriving  his 
hufbandmen  qf  proper  means  to  cultivate  the  lands, 
which  are  now  over-run  with  brambles  and  briars.  We 
muft  therefore  provide  a  fet  of  honeft  laboiirers  ;  for  I 
have  npne  among  my  flaves,  who  are  fit  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  nor  are  there  any  left  upon  the  land.  It  remains, 
that  you  fhould  knpw  at  what  rate  there  fcems  a  pof- 
jTibility  of  making  the  puychafe.  Thrife  millions  of 
jfefterces  *  are  the  price:  not  but  it  was  formerly  ft« 
up  at  five  millions  *,  but  by  the  extreme  poverty  <^ 

J-  '  f  . 

»  Three  millioris  of  fellerccs,  amount,  in  E^xglifti-jnOiney^  tp 
«  Fi\i milljons  qf  fetterces amwnt' to  ±o%(iil.' ff  /.' fe /     ' 
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the  hufbandmen,  and  the  general  calamity  of  the 
times,  as  the  income^  fo  the  purchafc  of  the  land,  is 
diitiim(hed« 

You  will  alk,  if  I  can  feafily  ^t  together  three  mil- 
lions of  fefterces  ?  My  fubftance,  indeed,  is  almoft 
all  in  land  :  hofwever,  I  have  fome  money  out  at  inte- 
reft,  nor  liiall  I  find  it  difficult  to  borrow.  I  can  take 
it  iip  from  my  mother-in-law,  y^hofe,  coffers  I  may 
ufe  as  freely  as  my  own.  Therefore,  let  not  this  em- 
barrafe  you,  if  there  are  no  other  objedions  in  the 
way ;  which,  I  muft  bee,  you  will  well  confider ;  for,- 
as  in  all  other  affairs.  To  cfoecially  in  thedifpofal  of 
riitinqy,  your  experience  ana  your  judgement  are  un- 
ejide|)tiGi<utble.    Farewell. 

P  B  S  E  RVAT  IONS. 

.  At  the  feme  time  that  the  computation  of  unavoidable  cx- 
pences,  in  Pliny's  intended  purchafe,  may  demonftrate  th^ 
juftice  and  wifdom  of  his  oeconomy,  we  have  the  advantage 
of  finding,  by  this  epiftk,  fuch  furniture,  and  fervants,  as  the 
Romans  thought  abfolutely  neccfTary  in  their  country-houfes. 

The  Procurator  [or  Overfeer]  had  the  fame  kind  of  office 
as  our  land-fteward  ;  the  perfon,  who  had  the  infpeflion  of 
the  other  fervants,  belonging  to  the  hufbandry,  and,  who 
was  to  manage,  and  account  for,  the  produce  of  the  eftate. 

The  A6iores  [Under-Managcrs]  although  generally  tran- 
flated  Bailiffs,  feem  to  have  been  inferior  to  the  perfons, 
who,  with  us,  go.  under  that  denomination.  They  were 
flaves,  employed  in  all  the  fervile  ofEces  belonging  to  the . 
eftate.  They  were  under  the  command  of  the  procurator  j 
and  they  cultivated  the  lands,  as  the  word  it  felf  feems  to 
imply,  by  their  own  labour,  and  obedience.  The  fcholiafts 
have  been  very  explicit  in  their  annotations  upon  this  epi- 
ftle.  They  refer  us  to  the  feventh  and  eighth  chapters  of 
the  firft  boc^  of  Columella,  in  which  there  are  fome  cu- 
rious obfervations,  that  are  not  unworthy  of  infpedlicn. 

Sumptus  4trienjium.  The  Atrienfts  was  a  fervant  of  mofl 
efpecial  truft,  fut  domini  negotta  procurabaty  res  venales  d'tjlrar 
bebaty   (kbita  extfebft^    et  in  alios  fervos  non  parum  juris 
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ufurpahat  ^ :  •*  Who  managed  the  ^ain  of  his  mzReXy  difr 
<<  pofed  of  all  faleable  goods,  gathered  in  hi;s  debts,  and  af- 
f '  fumed  great  authority  over  the  reft  of  the  fervants."  He 
was  fuch  a  fervant  as  our  houfe-fteward.  The  fame  author 
gives  the  reafony  why  he  was  called  atrienjts :  dilfus  quodatrio^ 
hoc  eji  prit^a  domUs  parti j  ubi  apud  antiquos  divitifc  adfervt^^ 
iantur^  cuftos  adhihebatur :  ^^  He  took  his  name  ftpni  thp 
'^^  aUriHTH^  becaufe  the  cuftody  of  the  firft  part  of  the  houfe 
**  was  his  province."  From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  anr 
tienb  kept  their  money  in  their  halls,  unle&  divitia  might 
iignify  th<s  moft  valuable  part  of  the  perfonal  eftate,  the 
imager  of  their  anceftors ;  which  were  ufually  fet  in  porches, 
at  the  entrance  of  their  houfes. 

*  TheT^plarius  [the  Gardiner]  is  ^  naqie  derived  from  th<5 
^  'of  fprciio]^  various  figures  and  in^es  in  treies  and  hedges. 
This  w^  an  art,  which  the  antients  thought  al)fulutely  ne-r 
cefiary^in  a  g^rdiner :  for  Pliny  tells  us,  that  in  tl^e  ^den 
belonging  to  his  chief  feat  in  Tufcany  ^,  his  own  name,  and 
his  gardiher's  name,  were  cut  m  box  ;  and  that  his  whole 
garden  was  filled  with  variety  of  figures,  images,  and  arbours^ 
firmed  out  of  the  trees,  which  grew  in  it.  This  £aifhion  ha* 
been  very  much  pra£^ifed  in  England  \  till  of  late  years, 
when  a  more  agreeable,  and  more  extended  tafte  has'  pre? 
yailcd.    ./ 

The  Venatoria  Injirumenta  were  the  nets,  fpears,  and  other 
utenfils  belonging  to  the  hunting  equipage  j  a  piece  of  pa- 
rade neceflary  for  perfons  of  bur  author's  rank  to  afllime, 
and  maintain.  Pliny  would  otherwife  fcarce  have  reckon- 
ed it  among  his  rural  expences  ;  fince,  as  has  been  already 
;Obferved,  he  was  a  fportfman,  rather  by  compliance,  than 
tby  indii^on. 

."'  Ulpian.  ▼  Book  v.  Ep.  6. 

?  The  motto  of  the  Garter,  and  other  devices,  cut  in  box, 
arc  ftill  to  be  feen  at  Oxford,  in  New-collegg  garden  ;  and  a^ 
pobleman,  at  his  feat  near  Uiukn,  had,  fome  years  ago,  th^  Co- 
^nation  <iinncr,  in  yew,  qf  JR..  William  and  Q;,  Mary. 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XX. 
Pliny  to  Maximus.' 

♦ 

DO  you  remember9  that  you  have  often  read  of 
the  many  contentions,  which  arofe  from  the  law 
pf  voting  by  tablets  ?  and  how  much  glory,  or  re- 
proach, it  brought  upon  the  law-giver  himfelf  ?  But, 
now  it  has  met  with  the  unanimous  appreciation  pf 
the  fenate,  as  the  beft  of  laws.  All  demanded  t^letl 
pvi  the  day  pf  the  eleftion  ^.  We  had,  indeed,  ex- 
ceeded thoie  bounds,  that  ought  to  be  preierved  in 
An  aflembly,  by  giving  our  votes  in  t^iis  open  man-r 
per  5  fo  that  there  was  no  time  allowed  for  faking, 
nor  was  the  modefty  of  filence,  or  even  the  diftlndioii 
pf  feats,  regarded.  Gri^at  and  confuied  clampurs  were 
poured  forth  frpm  every  fide.  All  were  running  here 
and  there,  with  the  (candidates  whom  they  favoured. 
Numerous  crpuds  appeared  in  the  middle  or  the  fenate- 
houfe,  feveral  different  circle^  were  formfid,  .  and 
there  was  one,  univerfal  confufion  :  to  fuch  a  degree 
had  we  forfaken  the  cuftoms  of  our  anceftors,  anaong 
yrhom  order,  decency,  and  tranquillity,  preferved  the 
majefty  and  reverence  of  the  place.  There  are  ftill 
fome  old  men  alive,  from  whom  I  have  often  heard, 
that  the  antient  method  of  holding  the  dedion  ^  wa$ 
in  this  manner  :  the  candidate  being  called  by  his 
name,  a  profound  filepce  enfued  :  he  then  {poke  for 
himfelf,  he  gave  an  account  of  his  life,  and  he  pro- 
jduccd  witneii^s  of  his  be]iaviour,  and  perfons,  who 
pould  give  him  compiendations  ;  either  the  officer, 
under  whom  he  had  ferved  in  the  army,  or  the  civil 
piagiftratc,  to  whom  he  was  queftor,  or  both,  if  he 
could,  Befides  thefe,  he  appealed  to  fome  of  the 
yoters,  and  they  always  Ipoke  with  weight,  and  in 

•    't  Oimtiarum  die*  ?  Cpmifia. 
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ffew  words.  This  method  was  much  more  prevalent 
than  a  canvas.  Sometimes  the  candidate  objefted  to 
the  family,  the  age,  or  even  the  manners  of  his  com- 
petitor. The  fenate  heard  all,  with  a  becoming  gra- 
vity ;  fo  that  merit  much  oftner  prevailed  than  fa- 
vour. But,  thefe  laudable  cuftoms  having  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  overbearing  intereft  of  particular  per- 
fbn^  it  was  thought  proper  to  eftablifh  this  method 
df  Totii^  by  tablets,  as  the  beft  remedy  :  and,  inr 
deed,  for  fome  time  it  had  all  the  good,  that  could 
be  <fefired  from  it,  becaufe  it  was  a  new  thing.  Bu£ 
I  fear  abufes  may  arife  hereafter,  out  of  the  remedy 
kKelf ;  becsdife  there  i%  dang^,  ihax  this  tacit  manner 
ctf^^' voting  mty  be  ^  umbra^  for  the  moll  fhamelefs 
MTtialky  ^^  for  who  is  k>  careful  of  acting  honeftly  in 
fesftty  aiin  pubiic  .^  Many  have  regard  to  their  cha^ 
n&tr^  h9t  to  their  conicience.  But,  it  is  too  foon 
€0  ibrni  €Drgd(fturds  of  future  events.  In  the  mean 
time^  bjr  the  'banefit  of  the  tablets,  we  fhall  have 
fuch  magiftrates,  as  moft  deferve  to  be  elefted.  For, 
it  has  haf^ned  in  thefe  elections,  as  in  recuperatory 
jmdgements^  that  by  our  fudden  allotments  we  had  not 
rime  afforded  us  to  be  corrupted. 

I  have  tttmfinitted  thefe  paff^es  to  you,  firft,  to 
iaitertain  you  with  fomething  new  5  next,  that  I  may 
ibmetimes  ^ak  of  the  commonwealth  :  for  as  we 
have  fewer  opportunities  of  treating  upon  that  fubjeft, 
thai>  the  antifeiu&  had,  fo  we  ought  the  left  to  negleft 
any  that  offer.  And  befides,  muft  we  never  leave 
dS  thofe  old  formsy  Htm  de  ym  fpend your  time  ?  Are 
you  weU  ?  But  let  us  give  our  letters  a  tiwn,  that  i? 
neither  low,  nor  vulgar,  nor  altogether  confined  to 
private  affkirs. 

The  who}e  empire  is,  at  prefent,  under  the  direftion 
of  a  fingle  perfon  •,  who,  for  the  common  good,  has 
taken  upon  himfelf  the  cares  and  labours  of  all  his 
fubjedts  5  but  yet,  that  a  juft  temperament  may  be 

'  »  The  cflipero/TRAjAif. 

obfefved. 
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obferved,  a  part  of  his  power  is  continuially  derived 
to  us  througn  channels,  which  take  their  rife  from  i 
moft  beneficent  fpring,  which  we  are  not  only  *t  li^ 
berty  to  ufe  ourfelves,  but  in)part,  by  letters,  to  our 
ftbfent  friends.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fubjed  of  this  epiiUe  is  very  curious.  It  treats  of  At 
Tabellarian  law,  and  the  good  and  ill  conibquences,  that 
might  proceed  from  a  revival  of  that  law. 

The  lex  tuiellaria  ^  was  fiift  enafied  by  Aulus.Gabi« 
Kius,  tribune  of  the  people,  in  the  fix  hundred  and  four* 
teenth  year  of  the  city.  It  was  intended  to  procure  to  the 
people  a  freedom  in  voting :  for  when  they  gave  then-  votes 
in  the  Comitia  openly,  before  the  face  of  the  governing  msk* 
giftrates,  they  were  often  awed,  and  canried  away,  again^ 
their  confciences,  by  the  fear  of  offending  thofegpeatmen. 
This  law  prevented  (b  unjufl  and  fo  fatal  an  influence.  How* 
ever,  it  had  been  long  laid  afide  and  difregasded,  but.  was 
now  revived,  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  for  the  reafons 
which  Pliny  affigns. 

The  manner  of  voting  by  the  tablets  wasd)u%:eacI\:VO* 
ter  had  as  many  tablets  delivered  to  him  as  there  were  c<^ndi4 
xlates,  one  of  whofe  names  was  written  upon  oa^ii  tablet. 
The  perfon,  who  voted,  threw  into  a  box,  prepared  for  that 
pu^pofe, '  the  name  c^  the  candidate,  whofe  inrerefiL .  he 
efpou(ed«  Public  oB^cers  were  appoir^ed  to  take  out  the 
tsJ)letsof  every  century,  and  for  each  name  they  Qunde  a 
point  upon  another  tablet.  Hence  the  phrafc,  OmHi  tuKi 
pun£fum  :  ^'  All  the  points  decided  the  ele&ion  in  his  favour.'* 

The  antient  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  choice  of  ma« 
eifirates  was  extremely  wife  and  equitable.  Our-  author 
lays,  there  were  old  men  ftill  alive,  who  remembered  it  to 
have  been  the  confUnt  cu(h>m,  that  the  candidate  was  .  to 
give  a  juft  and  modeft  account  of  his  life  and  anions :  he 
was  to  produce  witneiles,  his  fuperiors,  under  whom  he  bad 
ferved,  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  aiTertipns  :  he  was  to  appeal 

^  It  is  fometimes  called  lex  Gahinia^  from  the  original  author 
of  it;  and  fonaetimes/fA*  CaJJta^  from  CcJ/tus,  xx\h\xnt  of  thp 
people,  who,  in  the  year  fix  hundred  and  fixteen,  made  farther 

additions  and  amendments  to  this  liw. 

» ■        •  •        . .  ■  •  ...» 
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to  fUjch  of  the  voters  who  knew  him,  to  give  evidence  in 
jnppoit  of  his  character ;  and  he  was  to  appear,  in  every 
light,  qufdified  for  the  employment  at  which  he  afpired. 
Jta  fafiUs' digni  quam  gratiofi  pravalebant  :  ^*  Therefore 
^  ment  rather  than  favour  ofteneft  prevailed."  Had  the 
Itmnans  kept  up  this  cuftom,  in  all  its  original  purity  and 
ftri£bie(s,  corruption  could  fcarce  ever  have  prevailed  in  the 
ilate. 

Interim  plane  remedium  fuit :  erat  enim  novum  et  fuhitum  : 
**  It  was  certainly  a  remedy  for  fome  time,  for  it  was  new 
^^  and  fudden/'  I  apprehend  the  meaning  of  this  to  be, 
that  new  laws,  in  favour  of  the  people,  are  generally  6b- 
ferved  and  obeyed  at  firfl ;  and  the  lex  tabellaria^  which  was 
in  a  manner  a  new  law,  had  been  fo  fuddenly  propofed, 
and  fo  immediately  piut  ihto  execution,  that  there  was  no 
(ixne  for. 'oppofition.  It  took  place,  like  lightning,  with 
fuch.a  rapidity,  that  the  corruptors  and  feducers  of  the  peo- 
ple, ag^nft  whom  it  was  chiefly  levelled,  were  wounded 
before  they  heard  the  thunder.  They  were  furprifed  un- 
awares, and  had  no  opportunity  to  fummon  their  troops, 
and  ^lit  out  tfae  word  againft  fo  excellent  and  fo  equitable 

But  Pliny,  too  well  acquaintedf  with  the  general  corrup- 
tioQ^  that  was^  prevalent  at  Rome<i  is  not  without  his  fears  of 
h2A  confequences,  even  from  this  revived  law.  Sed  vereor^ 
mpf^ocedenU  tempore^  nx  ipfo  remedio  vitia  nafcantur  :  eji  enim 
periculumj  ne  tacitis  fi^ragiis  impudentia  irrepat :  •*  But  I 
^*  fear,  that,  in  procefi  of  time>  the  fame,  or  pther  vices, 
^  may  f^Hng  from  this  remedy :  for  there  is  danger,  that  a 
**  voy  bold  partiality  may  be  the  produftion  of  thefe  filent 
•*  votes;  Men,  whom  public  (hame  might  have  kept  with- 
**  in  the  bounds  of  virtue,  will  undauntedly  go  beyond  thofe 
*•  bounds,  when  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being  difcovered  : 
^  and  therefore  it  is  probable,  there  may  as  great  evils 
•^  hereafter  arife  from  the  infolent  proceedings  of  pcrfons  un- 
•*  known,  as  formerly  have  arifen  from  the  fears,  depend- 
w  ance,  and  expectations  of  the  people.'* 

Nam  ui  in  recuperatoriis  judiciis^  Jic  nqi  in  his  comitiis 
fuoji  repente  apprehenfi^  Jinceri  judices  fulmus :  **  For  as  in 
*'  recuperatory  judgements,  fo  in  thefe  eleftions,  as  if  call- 
"  ed  upon  unawares  to  the  execution  of  our  office,  we 
f*  were  fuicere  and  upright  judges."  The  Recuperatores 
were  judges,  d^egated  by  the  praptor  to  take  cognizance  pf 

fome 
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feme  particular  fa£t:,  or  to  decide  the  controverfies  about 
receiving  and  recovering  goods,  which  had  beea  loft,  or 
taken  away.  They  were  judges  only  by  chance,  and  on  par- 
'  ticular  occafions ;  and  being  chofen  and  appointed  all'  on  a 
fudden,  they  were  leaft  liable  to  partiality :  the  parties  had 
not  time  to  feduce,  or  influence  the  court;  and,  in  this 
fenfe,  the  Recuperatores  are  compared  by  Pliny  to  the  per- 
fons,  who  lately  gave  their  votes  for  magiftrates  fuddenly^ 
impartially,  and  according  to  the  lex  tabellaria. 

EPISTLE    XXI. 

FLISY^fO  NeR  AT  lUS  PrISCUS. 

I  Hear  Valerius  Martial  is  dead,  which  ^ve$ 
me  much  affliftion.  He  was  an  acute,  fprfehtiy, 
ingenious  man,  and  had  no  lels  candour  than  i^.  and 
poignancy  in  his  writings.  When  he  took  Jiis  fioal 
leave  of  me,  I  made  him  a  fmall  prefent,  to  bear  the 
charges  of  his  journey.  It  was  a  prefent  to  acknow- 
ledge my  friendftiip;  it  was  a  prefent  fop  the  little 
poetical  panegyric  ne  had  bellowed  upoaine.*'  Our 
anceftors  never  failed  to  beftow  peculiar  honoufs,'^©!? 
rewards  of  money,  upon  thofe  authors,  who  ^lebrat- 
ed  particular  perfons,  or  cities.  But  in'tKefe  our 
days,  as  other  noble  and  excellent  cuftoms  Ix^vk  been 
laid  afide,  ib  this,  more  elpecially,  has  beeii  iblolifh* 
ed :  for,  ever  fince  we  have  ceafed  to  defcrve  -pjcaife, 
we  think  it  a  foUy  to  receive  it.  Are  you  defirous 
to  know  the  verfes  which  excited  my  gratitude  ? 
I  would  refer  you  to  the  volume,  if  I  did  not  retain 
fome  by  heart:  if  thefe  pleafe  you,  look  for  the  relj 
among  his  works.  He  addreflb  himfelf  to  his  muf?^ 
and  commands  her  to  look  for  me  at  my  houft  upon 
the  Efquilian  hill  %  but  approach  it  with  gfeat  rep 

«  One  of  thcftvcn  hills  of  Rmf  i  at  this  day  called, //il&»*/ 
dl  Sunt  a  Maria  M{f£^i9r€.  -  ;*    '  .; 

'     Your 
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ypuf  zeal  with  proper  judgwnent  lliew. 
Take  heed  your  time  and  his  to  know ; 
Nor  knock,  when  mellow,  at  his  gate. 
And  pertly  for  admittance  wait. 
Whde  days  to  ftudious  thoughts  affigh'd. 
His  clients  take  up  all  his  mind. 
Their  int'reft  anxious  to  fupport. 
And  charm  with  eloquence  the  court. 
So  well  he  Ijpeaks  in  ev*iy  caufe. 
So  deep  his  knowledge  in  the  laws, 
•  That  fiitwre  time  ihall  fcarce  agree 
A^hcther  with  nobler  energy. 
The  powVs  of  ftrong  p^rfuafion  bung 
On  his,  or  on  a  Tvlly's  toi^e*. 

At  ev'ning  you  may  fafely  go. 
When  the  firft  candles  are  burnt  low  ^ 
Then  when  the  merry  glafs  goes  round. 
The  goefts  with  flow'ry  chalets  crown'd. 
Their  curled  locks  well  oilM,  the  room 
Sweet  feented  with  the  rich  perfume  : 
*Tis  then  your  time ;  that  hour  belongs 

To  verles,  epigrams,  and  fongs : 
No  Cato,  rigid  and  fevere. 
Will  then  refufe  to  fend  an  eir. 


Did  not  a  man,  who  has  written  thus  of  me,  de- 
Icrve  to  be  parted  with  in  the  moft  tender  manner  ? 
and  can  I  do  lefs,  now  he  is  dead,  than  grieve  for 
him,  as  one  of  my  beft  friends  ?  He  gave  me  all 
that  was  in*  his  power  -,  he  wouki  have  ^vtn  more, 

had 
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had  ho  be^n  abk  \  and  yet  what  more  can  be  given  » 
a  man,  than  ^ry,  praife,  and  external  renown  ?  But 
his  writings  will  not  laft  to  eternity.  Perfiaps  not : 
however,  he  certainly  wrote  them  in  hopes  of  their 
eternity.    Farewell, 

»  '  •  •       • 

O  B  S.  E  R  VATI  O  N  S. 

One  of  the  chafteft  editions  of  Martial,  now  extant^ 
was  publilhed,  fome  years  ago,  for  the  uib  of  IVeftmnfter 
fchool  •*.  In  that  edition  we  find  the  drofe  extirpated,  and 
nothing  remaining  except  the  ore*  Elegance  and  politenefs 
ought  never  to  be  feparated  from  poetry  :  they  are  the  cha- 
racSeriftics  of  humanity ,^  and  diftinguilh  the  man  from  the 
brute  :  but  the  antient  poets  are  too -often  defieftive  in  thefe 
points ;  they  foil  their  works  with  expceffions  nadbeufly  im- 
modeft,  and  abfurdly  iixconfiflent  with  the  untaitited  cha- 
raders  of  the  mufes.  Martial  has  been  particttlarly  er- 
roneous in  the  indecency  of  his  wit,  as  if  he  thoiight  ob- 
fcenity  had  been  the  moff  probable  method  of  fccuring  to 
himfelf  immortality.  He  was,  by  birth>  a  Spaniard.  The 
place  of  his  nativity,  if  I  miftal^e  not,  was  BUbilit  •  in  Ar- 
ragon.  He  came  Very  young  to  Romey  and  lived  there  dur- 
ing the  entire  reigns  of  Vitellitts,  Vespasiai^,  Titus, 
DoMiTiAN,  and  Nbrva.  But  the  ^mpepor  Trajan 
fhewing  him  no  great  encouragonaeat^  be  i^tMrn^  to  his 
own  country,  where,  in  about  five  or  fix  y&^s^  he  died. 
He  was  in  high  efteem  with  Titus  andDoMiTiAN,  efpe- 
cially  with  the  latter^  who  conferred' many  ferours  upon  him  ; 
favours,  which  M-Aff^Ti AL  returaed  with  ingratitude  ;  for 
he  flattered  that  emperor  living,  and  ahuibd  hioi  dead.  Such 
mean  infults,  after  Tiich  bafe  adulations,  mfght  be  one  of 
the  caufes,  that  induced  Trajan  to  treat  him  virith  con- 
tempt and  difdain.  Nor  can  I  think,  that  the  epigram  upon 
Pliny,  however  juft  and  applicaW^^  wa*  ewnpofed.  for  any 
other  end,  than  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  one  of,  the  em- 
peror's chief  favourites,  by  whofe  recommendation  and  coun- 
tenance he  hoped- to  t^e  off,  bir,  atleaft,  to  abate  the  indig- 
nation, which  Trajan  had  conceived  againft  him. 

Our  author,  throughout' this  epiftle,  feems  to  be  en- 
deavouring at.  plaufible  reafons,  and  tacit  excufcs,  for  hav- 

*  Thoma  Fitzcbralo  cditore.       ,    •  Now  Calauiud, 

ing 
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iflg  formerly  appeared  the  friend  of  fo  indecent  and  fo  IsBcP 
vious  a  writer.  He  is  conifcious,  that  Pri^cus  may  be  fur^ 
prifed  to  find  him  lamenting  the  death  of  Martial  5  and 
therefore  he  besins  by  fetting  the  epigramniatift  in  as  ad- 
vantageous a  light  as  poffible.  He  reprefepts  him  as  a  maa 
of  bitternefe,  but  of  candor  j  a  (atirirf,  but  not  a  libeller  ; 
and  then  proceeds  to  quote  the  epigram  in  the  tenth  book, 
part  of  which  we  have  already  feen.  Let  us  How  view  it 
all  together. 

■ 

Martialis.  Lib.  X.  Ep.  xix  ** 

■ 

Net  doShmfathy  et  parum  feverum^ 
Sedmn  ru/liculum  nimis  libeltumy 
Facufuby  nuay  PtiNio,  Thalia^ 
Ipir/er:  hrevis eftlaher pera£ta 
Abum  vincere  tramitem  Subura. 
HBc  Orphea  pTitinus  vidibis 
VJi  Virtice  btbricum  tbeatriy 
JMirantifpie  fernsy  avemque  regiSy 
Raptum  qua  Phryga  periulit  tenant!* 
lUicparva  tut  damus  Fedonis 
Calata  eft  aquila  minore  pennd. 
Sid  ne  tempcri  non  tuo  difertam 
Pulfes  ibria  januanty  videta. 
Totos  dot  tetrica  dies  MiKf  RV JE, 
Dum  centum  ^udet  auribus  virarum 
Hocy  quodfecuky  pojlerique  pojfint 
jtrpinis  qudque  comparare  chartis  : 
Seras  tutior  ibis  adlucemas* 
Hac  bora  eji  tua^  dumfurit  LyauSy 
Cum  regnat  rofoy  cum  madefit  capillif 
Tunc  me  vel  rigidi  legant  Catones* 


f  Editio  Ddphini. 
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Martial  to  his  Muss. 

"  Tho*  not  much  art,  or  learned,  geer, 
«  Does  in  my  carclefi  book  appear ;  '  ^  .  ^  . 

*«  Yet/ thank  my  ftars,  at  Icaft  'tis  fne 
*^  From  rude  uncouth  rufticity. 
"  To  Pliny's  houfc  then,  mufe,  repair: 
*<  Such  as  it  is,  prefent  it  there, 
•*  To  Pliny's  houfe,  whofe  learned  name 
^*  Stands  foremoft  in  the  rolls  of  fune.       '/\ 
•*  Not  long  the  way,  nor  great  the  pain  -     ,  * ;  , 
**  Subura's  fteep  afcent  to  gain.  ,    ^ 

**  From  the  proud  theatre's  flippery  height, 
•'  The  fculptor's  art  detains  your  fight;  .  . 
•*  There  Orpheus  downwards  feems  to  bend,;. 
**  The  favage  herds  around  attend : 
•'  There  does  the  bird  his  wings  difplay, 
**  Who  bore  the  Phrygian  boy  away  ;*   *• ,.       , 
**  There  thy  own  Pedo's  doors  are  iig^'d  , 
*<  With  one  of  that  ftrong  pinion'd  kii^d,     ■ 
*'  With  lefler  wings  he  ftands  to  view, 
*«  Than  thofe,  with  which  Jove's  herald  fltew. 
**  Your  zeal,  my  mufe,  with  judgement  ibew, 
^<  Take  heed  yc^ur  time,  and  his  to  know  ^ 
'*  Nor  knock,  when  mellow,  at  his  gate, 
*<  Nor  pertly  for  admittance  W4it. 
*<  Whole  days  to  ftudious  thou^ts  affign'd, 
^^  His  clients  take  up  all  his  ^ind;<  v- 

"  An?dous  their  iiit'reftjc^  fujj^rt,   ' 

And  charm  with  do^qfn^^  the  courts         ^ 
So  well  he  fpeaks  in  ev'ry  caufe. 
So  deep  his  knowledge  in  the  laws, 
•*  That  future  times  (hall  fcarce  agree 
**  Whether  with  nobler  energy. 
Vol.  X     ,  X  ^'  The 
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•*  The  pctr'n  of  ftrong  perfiiafion  hung 
*'  On  his,  or  on  9  Tu^ly's  tongwf. 

**  At  ev'ning  you  may  (aiely  go^ 
**  When  the  iuA  candles  are  burnt  loufi 
*'  Then  when  the  genial  glaja  goes  ro.unil, 
*'  The  guefts  with  flow'ry  ch^plets  fxovm'i^. 
*•  Their  curled  locks  well  oil'd,  the  rponi 
**  Sweet  fcyited  with  the  rich  perfume : 
*'  'Tis  then  your  time ;  that  hour  bclopgl 
**  To  vcrijesj  epigrams,  and  fongs ; 
**  No  Cato  rigid  and  feyere, 
«  WiU.  thep  refiife  to  Jend  ap  q^. 

The  End  of  the  Third  Book. 
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BPrSTLE     1. 

Pl  I  iJ  V  /o  F  A  B  A  T  tf  s,  bis  hiiife  J  grandfather, 

\  F  T  £  R  fo  loi^  an  abftrnce,  you  wifh 
1  to  fee  youf  grandaughter  and  me  to- 
[  getfter.  Your  wifli  is  eirtremely  agree-  . 
'  Abie  to  tifi  both ;  mutually  To*  upon  my 
[  word.  For  we  are  equally  defirous, 
even  to  an  incredible  degree  of  impa- 
Uenoc,  to  fee  y<^i  which  we  fhall  no  looger  defer : 
and  tiierefere  we  ate  now  msdung  ready  for  our  jour- 
ney, refotved  to  hailen  to  you  as  loon  as  the  roads 
are  good.  There  will  be  one,  and  but  one,  fhort 
delay.  We  (nuift  turn  out  of  the  road  towards  my 
Tufcan  territories,  not  to  fuperyiie  my  lands,  and 
ietde  my  family  afiain,  for  tluf  might  be  poftponed, 
X  2  but 
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bi^t  to  perform  a  ncceflary  duty.  There  is  idty  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  my  eilate,  ntoied  Tiferi^ipn  ?V^ 
berinum  •,  which  adopted  me,  when  I  was  very 
youn^,  for  its  patron.  The  inhaUtants,:  with  more 
;  afie£hoa  than  judgement,  celebrate  my  arrival  among 
^tbem,  diibover  the  greateft  concern  when  I  depart 
'from  them,  and  have  public  rejoidr^  whene^  uiey 
hear  of  my  preferment.  That  I  may.  nliake  thcin 
*^i|utable  returns  of  gratitude,  jfor  to  be  outdone  in  af- 
fection is  fhameful,  I  have  built  them  a  :t£mf^  at 
iny  own  expence  \  and  I  fhould  think  it  a  kind  of 
irreligionl  nnce  it  is  finiflied,  to  defer  the  dedication 
any  longer.  We  fhall  be  there  thci^'j^  of  the  dedi-^ 
cation,  which  I  intqad  to  ceidJiwi^ly-a  folemn  feaft  % 
and  perhaps  we  may  ftay  the  day  following :  but  'm 
that  cafe,  we  Ihall  make  the  more  hafte  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  journey.  May  we  meet  you  an4 
your  daughter  in  full  health !  fbr  chearfiil  and  gay 
ive  fhaU  certainly  find  you,  if  we  arrive  in  fafety. 
Farewell, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

'      .' .  .  •  '    ■ 

This  i5  one  of  Pliny's  fomily  pieces.  They  arc  all  remark- 
aibly  amiable  and  engaging.  They  afFe^  us  the  decptr,  like 
dramatic  reprcfentations,  upon  common  and  domeftic  fub- 
y^^y  becaufc  the  cafe  may  be  ouf  own.  Thus,  The  Ot> 
phan  **  fends  the  audience  away  in  tears,  when  The  Mourn^ 
ing  Bridi  «  rather  moves  their  aftonifhment,  than  their  for- 
row.  The  diftrefles  of  Monimia  may  happen  in  every 
private  family ;  but  a  woman  muft  be  a  princ^,  before  ihe 
can  be  as  unfortunate  as  Almeria  :  and  when  Pliny 
writes  upon  exalted  fubje<^8,  fuch  as  philofophy,  eloquence, 
or  the  cuftoms  of  the  bar,  we  may  admire  his  fentiments, 
and  improve  by  his  manner  of  expreffioni  but  when. he 
cprrcfponds  with  his  intimate  friends,  or  his  near  relatiopi, 
the  letters  feem  all  our  own,  and  we  ar^  ready,  at  thi^ 
piomcnt,  to  accompany  hiqi  in  his  vifit  to  Fabatus, 

•  Now  called  Cttta  di  Cajttllo  in  Vmhria. 

>  ?y  Otway,  -  f  By  Cqncmvb, 

The 


% 
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The  folemn  fead,  mentioned  in  this  letter,  at  the  6eiU 
cation  of  the  temple,  urat  a  ceremony,  which  the  heathens 
continued  down,  with  many  other  religious  cuftoms,  fronr 
the  yews.  The  con(ecration  of  temples  was  originally  conv^ 
manded  by  God  himiMf.  The  firft  inftahce  we  fina  of  it^ 
is  when  me  Almi^ty  fpeaks  to  Moses  in  thefe  words : 
Th§u  Jbab  taki  the  anotnting  oUy  and  anoint  the  tabernacle  and 
all  that  it  therein^  and  fimk  hallow  ity  and  all  the  veffils  there-^'. 
d/y  and  it  Jball  be  hefy  '.  •  The  next  is  the  dedication  of  So** 
lomon's  temple  in  JerufaUnu  The  feaft  lafted  (even  dm» 
On  die  eighdi  day  thi  king  fent  the  people  away^  and  wef 
hlejjfed  the  kingy  and  went  unto  their  tents  joyful  and  glad  y. 
hearts  The  prayer  of  Solomon  %  upon  this  occauon,  m; 
one  of  th$  nobfeft  pieces  of  poetry,  that  even  infpiratioiv 
itfelf  has :  ever  communicated  to  mankind.  It  is  at  once 
the  ftrongeft  example  of  the  pathetic,  and  the  fublime,  thatf 
tan  be  produced  in  any  other  author,  facred  or  profane. 
The  chorus,  which  was  fung  by  the  people^  contains  alf 
the  energy  of  eloquence  and  profound  adoration;.'  and  the' 
whole  fceixe  manifefted  that  grandeur  of  .d^otioQ,  whid^ 
became  a  wife  and  powerful  prince,  wheh  at  die  head  of  hi» 
futgeSi  he*  dedicated  himfelf,  his  temple^  ^d  bis  people 
to  his  Creator. 

The  dedication  of  Pliny's  temple  at  Tifeinutn  Was  at-^ 
tended  with  all  thefe  folemnities  and  fuperftidons  of  thd 
Pagans.  But  fincerity  of  heart,  humility  of  prayer,  up-' 
ri^tnefs  of  intention,  however  mifguiaed  by  erroneous 
principles,  and  outward  ceremonies,  muft  be  acceptable^ 
we  niay  prefume,  in  the  fight  of  God^ 

f  Exodus  xl.  jr.().  •  1  Kings,  diap.  viii. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    II. 
Pliny  to  Atrius  Cl6m£nS. 

REGULUS  has  loft  his  fdn;  the  6nly  misfor- 
tune he  did  not  deferve,  becaufe  I  queftion, 
whether  he  thinks  it  one.  He  was  a  youth  of  quick 
parts,  whatever  ufe  he  might  have  made  of  them : 
and  perhaps  he  would  have  adtcd  rightly,  if  he  did 
not  take  after  his  fatho:.    Regulvs  had  made  him 

X3  free. 
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htt^  that  ha  mi^t  talqt^  C^U.  poiQbffiioiv  of  his^  mo* 
t^'fr  foitCune.  Having  thus^  rdeafed  him  fronv  fia« 
Yery^,'  as  thole,  who  knew  th&  tempext  of  the  mftn^ 
mneraliy  termed  it^  he  endeaEVoqrcd  to  infinuatc  him- 
Sf  into  his  aflfeftibns  by  a  Mfe,  fi4fcr^€^  fhcw  of 
fondncis,  v?ry  unufual  in  a  parent.  Thk  i»  fcafco 
credible;,  but  confider^.  it  if^a&R£QVJ.uQ,  tt^Awe^qr^ 
^  mQumsr  extravagantly  iqr.  thc^  lois  (^  btpEi^  The 
^  had  feveral  little  faorfes,  both  ifithe  flsshle  iuid  at 
g^s.  He  had  likewife  hounds  of-  the  lirge  k)n4 
^d  the  fmall.  Me  had  ni^tin^Ies,  panrotSy  and 
blackbirds ;  all  which  Regvlus  put  to>  ae^^tk  abovft 
the  funeraj.pflie.  Nor  T!?.as: this  the  <ffqa:pf^I4$:gftcfi 
biltthevam^/of  ihewing  it. 

'fhere  .is  a  wonderful  refort  o^  all  kindsi  q£{  poopio 
to  him.  AU  men  hate  and  detdb  him:>  yet  ho 'is 
▼ifited  in:  fhoais^  as  if  diey  loved  and  admUtd  1^4i* 
In  fhorty^  tatd^l  you  freely  my  thoi^ts*. in  paying 

rijcir  court. to  Regulus,,  they  aft  toj^wds  i)iilft>,*^^ 
hath  done  to  others.  ■ 

.  He  keeps  himfelf  on  theothe^  fide  xrf  the:^;^f  at 
his  country  feat,  where  he  ha^  covered  a  large/f^t  of 
grojund  with  his  immenie  porticos^  and  the  banks^of 
the  river  with  his  ftatues^  expeniive,  amidft'the  hci^ 
cf :  avarice,  and  vain-glorious^  under  the  loweft  de- 
gree of  infamy.  Hence  it  is,  that  he  puts  the  city 
in  a  hurry  at  this  fickly  feafon,  and  takes  a  pride  in 
the  aftion.  He  talks  now  of  marrjdng  again  5  in 
this,  as  in  every  thing  elfe,  the  reverte  of  all  other 
men.  You  will  hear  foon  of  the  marriage  of  this 
mourner,  the-marriage  of  this  ol(l  nis^n  ^  qx%  oneLhand, 
too  early  in  point  of  decency  :  on  the  other,  too  late 
in  point  of  age.  Would  you  know  ftom  whence  I 
prophefy  this  ?  Not  from  his  own  dieclarations,  for 
nothL^g  can  outdo  him  in  untruths,  but  becaufe  it  is 
very  cprtain,  Regulujs  will  do  whatev^  ough;  not  ta 
be  done.    Farewellr 

OBSER- 
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Thi^  epiftle  will  not  afford  great  -pleafure*  It  is  defediVc 
lit  that  aikniable  humanitf,  that  generous  good-nature^  that 
fpftoeia  of  heait,  which  glow  in  Puny  fo  often,  and  oit 
fuch  v^ious  occaflons.  But  ibnie  allowance  ms  to  be  made 
for  tht  perfonal  diflike,  and  natural  ill-will,  which  our  authof 
conceived  againft  Marcus  Reoulu^,  whom  hehas  repre^ 
ieilted  '  as  a  bafe  infidioiis  man,  and  who,  in  all  probability^ 
exerted  the  power,  he  chjoyed  uhdet  Domitian,  to  vciy 
ill  piiipoies.  However,  the  paternal  tendemefs  of  Rxou^ 
XUs  demanded  praife  even  from  in  enemy*  Nor,  in  hiis  in« 
tendons  of  marrying  a  fecond  time,  although  perhaps  a  little 
late  in  life,  can  he  be  fairly  charged  either  with  indecency, 
or  indifcretion:  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  his  regard  to  his 
Ion  kept  him  from  marrying  before  ;  and  that  the  defire  o£ 
an  heir  to  his  eftat^  prompted  him  tp  marry  now.  Thefe, 
aridf  matt/ och^r  reffeJiionS  in  this  lettei',  rattier  tuthtd  the 
praife  of  Rbgulus,  than  add  to  the  ill  impreffions,  which 
fimi6' former  letters  s  have  given  us  of  him :  and  every  tin^ 
in  .di^Qpiftle  now  treated  c^,  is  a  proper  leiQbn  to  all  Wife 
men,  to  keep  themfeiyes  free  from  the  overbearing  prejudices 
of  j^afl&on  and  refentment. 

KdcuLV sfiium  amijtt :  "  Rj^gulus  has  16ft  hfs  fonV*  H 
is '  aftohifhittg,  that  ouf  author  flioUld  have  omitted,  vtpod 
thisoccafidii,  a  circumftance,  which,  if  it  wefe  tru6,  was 
hardly  poffiUie  to  haVe  been  forgotten.  In  the  twentieth 
epifUe  of  the-  fecond  book,  Pliny  mentions  it  as  a  cuftom 
with  REQijLv^f^/hi  per  falutem  filii  pejurare  :  and  then 
adds,  facit  h$t  Reg ul us  mn  minus  fcelerqii  quam  frequenter^ 
quhd  tram  deorum^  quos  ipfe  qUotidie  falliu  i^  f^/«/  infelicii 
puert  detiji^iur :  '*  He  fwore  by  his  fon's  head;  an  oath, 
•*  whieh  Kegxtlus  makes  ufe  of  no  left  wickedly  than  fte-- 
"  qiientlyj  and  by  which  he  calls  down  the  anger  of  the 
"  gods,  v^hom  he  provokes  by  daily .  perjuries,  upon  the 
^*  head  of  this  unhdppy  boy.'*  How  much  more  to  his  pur- 
pofe  would  this  obfervation  have  been,  which  was  now  un- 
hapijily  fulfilled,  than  any  of  thofe  reflexions  he  has  wan-, 
tonlv  thrown  out  in  this  epiftle  ?  It  Is  hardly  excufable,  in  a 
heatnen,  not  to  have  remarkied  fo  notorious  a  judgement.    - 

'  See  Book  i.  Epiflle  5. 

«  SceBook  !•  Ep.  c.    Book  t.  Ep.  11  and  20.  •     . 
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Emancipavit.  This  might,  perhaps,  be  done  by  only  put* 
tmg  on  him  the  toga  libera j  or  virilism  for  which  the  ufual 
ag^  was  feventeen :  but  it  feems  to  be  in  the  power  of  a  ]^- 
reht,  either  to  jihorten,  or  prolong  the  time^  for  Cicero 
tells  Atticus,  thtt,  <^  upon  his  advice,  he  has  laid  afide 
H.aU  though  of  gpir\gto  Arpiftumi  though  he  had  intended 
^.-lo  have  given  his  fon  the  toga  virilis  at  that  place/' 

Emamitapit  ut  bans  matrts  exifttret:  ^<  ^He  emancipated 
<<  him,  that  he  might  be  rightfully  his  mother's  heir/' 
Emancipation  gave  £e  fon  a  power  of  making  a  will ;  by 
i|4>ichineans  he  could  give  the  eftate,  in  cafe  of  his  owir 
dttith,'  to  be  difpofed  of  by  his  father ;  whereas,  if  the 
ydutk  died  m  nonage,  the  fortune,  after  the  father's  death, 
moft  go  ta  the  ion's  right  hein^ 

EPISTLE     m. 
Pliny  to  M.  Arrius  ANToNiNtJs. 

TH  AT  you  have  been  twice  conful,  and  adted 
with  the  dignity  of  die  ancients  in  that  office  ; 
that  you  have  been  proconful  oiAfia ;  and  that  fcarce 
any  of  your  predeceflbrs,  or  fucceflbrs,  your  modefty 
jprohibits  me  from  faying,  none,  have  equalled  you  y 
and  that  in  morality,  authority,  and  even  in  age, 
you  arc  the  principal  perfon  in  our  city^  is,  I  confefs, 
a  very  venerable  and  beautiful  part  of  your  charafter  : 
and  yet  I  admire  you  ftill  more  irr  your  retirement. 
For,  to  feafon  that  feverity  of  manners  with  an  equal 
chearfulhefs  of  temper;  to  mix  that  confummate 
gravity  with  as  complete  politenefs,  is  no  leis  difficult 
than  great :  and  yet  you  do  this  with  a  certain  incre- 
dible fweetnefs  in  your  difcourfe,  and  more  efpecially 
in  your  writings.  When  you  fpeak,  honey  flows 
from  you  as  from  the  mouth  ot  Nestor';  and 
when  you  write,  the  bees  fcem  to  be  employed  in 
pouring  into  every  line,  and  working  into  every  fen- 

•?.TSi^  tarQy'Ktiff<r%^yi,i%\{^y\vK\vf  ^ittavH.  HoM.  Iliad.  A  3^.249. 

^    :  Word)  fwcet  as  honey  from  his  lips  didiird.     Fops. 

'    tcnce, 
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tterice,  thdr  cxtra6b  of  the  Choiceft  flowers:  Sd 
greatly  was*  I  charmed  and  aflfedted,  when  I  laft 
read  your  Greek  epigrams  and  iambics.  What  bene-* 
volence,  what  graces,  what  fweetncfs^^  what  lovcli* 
ncfs  dp.  they  not  contain  I  how  like  the  ancients !  how, 
lively !  how  exad !  I  could  not  avoid  thinking,  that 
I  read  Callimachus  or  Herodes,  or,  if  poITible^ 
a  better  author.  Yet,  neither  of  the  two  at-» 
tempted,  or  excelled  in  both  thefe  kinds  of  writing-; 
Is  it  poffible  for  a  Roman  to  be.  fuch  a  mafter  of. 
GireeK?  I  proteft,  I  believe  the  Attic  purity  is  not  in 
jgreater  peneftion  at  Athens  itfclf.  What  need  I  fey 
more  ?  I  envy  the  Greeksy  becaufc  you  have  chofen 
to  write  in  their  language :  nor  is  it  difficult  to  guefi, 
how  you  would  fucceed  in  your  native  tongue,  when 

}rour  performances,    in  a  foreign  and  tranip}am:ed 
anguage,  have  been  fo  excellent.    Farewell. 

O  B  S  E  RVAT  I  O  N  S. 

In  rcvicwinff  this  epiftle  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  whe- 
ther the  compliments  themfelves  are  preferable  to  the  polite 
manner,  in  which  they  are  conveyed.  Each'fentence  rifej 
gradually,  and  illuftrates  what  went  before.  Pliny  appeals 
to  have  been  a  perfeft  mafter  in  the  art  of  praife-;  and  yet 
the  bounds  between  praife  and  adulation  are  divided  by  fo 
fine  a  thread,  that  the  exad  limits  are  almoft.  imperceptible. 
A  friend,  indeed,  is  apt  to  fpeak  more  advantageoufly  of  ua 
than  we  deferve ;  but  then  he  fpeaks  as  he  thinks,  and  em 
from  judgement,  not  from  defign.  A  flatterer  lays  afide 
truth,  and  aims  only  at  pleafing  j  he  deals  about  his  enco- 
miums without  iincerity  of  diftindion  ;  and  if  a  friend 
JIays  his  ihoufandsy  a  SaXttvcx  Jlays  his  ten  ihovfands.  The, 
compliments  in  this  letter  are  manifeftly  raifed  to  the  higheft 
point  of  commendation,  and  therefore  afford  a  choice  col- 
ledion  for  fycophants :  but  the  author  himfelf  was  undoubt- 
edly fincere  ;  and  hereafter  wc  fliall  find  two  other  cpiftles, 
addreifed  to  the  fame  perfon,  upon  the  fame  theme,  andv 
both  in  the  moft  unlimited  ftrains  of  applaufc. 

Callimachus  and  Herodes,  to  whom  Plxnv  likens 
his  friend  Antoninus^  are  men  of  great  n9te  and  chara&er 

in 
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in  the  learned*  worid;  Gallimachus,  who  was.  by  birth 
^  African^  lived  in  the  hundred  and  twenty  fifth  Oiyihpiad^ 
^bout  two  hundred  and  eishty  years  before  theChriftian^ra. 
His  works  are  too  well  known^  aud .  have  employed  too 
piJMiy  of  the  litefetii  to  heed  albrigdiflertatiori  here.  QyiN- 
•riLiAN,  where  hd  treats  of  elegy,  cialii  hlitl  the  prihd^  of 
that  fpecies  of  poetry.  MadaiheDACiffi^  tboj  in  h^r  edp* 
tion  of  GALLiMACJHtt^,  affirms^  ^i  pahftihut  Uy-  mt  U 
Greet  anderme  nom  a  prodiut^  il  r^  r£ji  run  trattue  d/ pm  eU^ 
ganty  ni  rhn  di  plus  pdli:  *^  Th^it-  iajfidA,  all  the'  produce 
4^  tions  of  antient  Grteee^  no  author  has  been  found  mort 
«  degant  or  polite."  And  Moniieur  Ls  Fev&b,^  Iftx  fk«> 
flier,  fays,  that  Catullus  and  Wopeetius*  have,  inu- 
tai&di  C  a L  L I M  A  c  H i^'s  c^ren  to  a  degree^  of  tradflatioif; 
What  a  lofi  thtn  havd  we  had  in  the  wo^ks  of  Ant'o- 
iliKuis,  if  he  equalled  a  poet' of  fuch  fupdripr  wit  siiid  ek^ 
^ance? 

The  dxxcz&er  of  Herodes^  the  Athenian,  is  of  luiotfaer 
kind.  Ife  was  the  greateft  orator  of  his  time :  his  f^le  wai 
{o  chafte,  his  phrafeology  fo  corre£l,  natural,  and  ekly,  that 
he  was  furnamed  the  Greek  tongue.^  The  companfon  of 
AntoniniTs  to  two  fuch  nfi6n,  eadi  fuperlatively  eminent 
in  the  arts  of  poetry  and  eloquence,  eftablifhes  his  £une  as 
$ui  author ;  and  the  beginning  of  this  epifUe  celebrates  him 
as  a  ftatefman.  Thu^  he  appears  amiable  in  all  lights.  He 
was  the  ^andfather  of  Antoninus  Pius,  fucceiTor  of 
Adrian,  and  feventeenth  emperor  of  Rome. 

• 

*  Propbrtius  mentions  Callimachus  in  feveral  places^  and 
particularly  begins  one  of  his  elegies, 

CalRmachi  manes ,  et  Cot  facrd  Fhileta 
In  'vefirum^  quafo^  nie  Jinit'e  ire  nemi's. 

Several  of  the  epigrams  of  Callimachv^  arc  ftill  extant  among 
tbe''A»QtXD7i«. 
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rHave  a  moft  fiBoerc  regard  for  CALVMnrs  Kjtfr 
ppf.  He  is  an  indtiilrious,  ttpfight,  and  leatnsd 
hian ;  tt^hxch  laflr  qualification  aIone<  is  always  of  i^iUf 
weight  with  me.  He  is  very  nearly  related*  to  rriy 
old  chamberrfeUowi»  and  yoiur  pardcular  &ieod^  CArus 
Calvisius  ;  for  he  is  his  fifter's  fon.  Honour  Mnii 
I  intreat  you,  with  the  half  year's  tribunefhip,  upon 
his  own,  and  lipon  his?  uncle's  account.  lou  will 
oblige  me,  you  will  oblige  our  friend  Calvisius, 
you  will  oblige  Nepos  himfelfj  who  will  prove  as 
refponfible  a  debtor  as  either  of  us.  .  You  havpCjOOr 
ifibtted  many  favours' upon  many -people:  Idm^^afiirim 
yeativmc  madc^'a  better,*  and^  exicept*  one  or  tw^s 
^€v«rfbgdod  a' choice.    FareWeH; 
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The^military  trilnmeai,  wha  owed  their  origmal  inflitntion 
to.RjOMULUs,  were,  at  firft,  created  by  the  kings,  and,  af-^ 
tefwasds,.  by  the  oonAil^.  They  had  almoft  a.  di£btoml 
power  in  the  army-:  they  decid^  aU  controverfipa  am^ng 
thc.foldiers ;  they  gave  out  the  word;  they  took  care  of'eai 
campments ;  they  pf  ^fided  over  military  works  of  every  kind^ 
This  employment  was  efteemed  a  verv  high  honour  in  the 
ibte ;  and  to  make  it  circulate  the  fanei>thfefe. officers. lafted 
cmly  fix  monrfisj  during  which' tirtirthiay  wore  a  gold-rin|; 
,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Roman  kkitgbtsy  and  bywajpof  dr-^ 
ftiniiion  from  common  foldiers,  who,  always  wore  rings  o^ 
iron,  which  Pliny  the  elder  calls  betSuft)virtutis  infiguut\ .  ■ 
It' is  moft  probable,  the  emperors  firft  introduced  hal& 
yearly  tribunefhips,  to- augment  the  number  of  their  affioersi 
and  encreafe  the  multitude  of  their  d^endants.  The  fornx 
jof  creating  thefe  tribtunes  was  by  dditefihg  them  a  fword.i 

*  Book  33.  chap;-r.  -      ' 

•..-■'  at 
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at  which  time^  the  conful,  who  performed  the  ceremonjr^ 
generally  made  fome  Ihort  jQpeech  to  ^e, new -tribune.  The 
words  of  Trajai^,  upon  a  like  occafioA,  h^ve  been  much 
applaudejj,  who,  when  he  inftituted)SiutA*c(Mnmander  over 
the  praHx>r!ah  cohorts,  0id  to  hifiij  ^Take  thTs  fwbrd ;  draw 
«*  it  in  my  defence,  if  I  govern  well :  if  otherwife,  em^ojr 
?<  it  to  my  deftrttftiwi." .  Sossius  V  ^o  Whom  dig  epiftic 
tsaddrefledy  was,  at  this  time,  conful;  and  is,  in  .allb  pro- 
^IBty,  the  fame  perfon,  to  whom  Plutarch  dedicates 
his  life  of  THESEtJs,  Demosthenes,  and  many  others.    , 

•:  ^Sossivs  SiNEGi6^  was  conful.  foair  timeij  the  firft  tindet 
jKiRVAj  Ae  three  laft  under  TaAj  AN.;  ... 

E  PI  S  T  L  E    V. 
Pliny  to  Spars  us. 

?'  T  is  reported,  that,  at  the  requeft  <^  the  Rhodians^  . 
^  ^scHiNEs  read  to  them  his  own  (beech,  and  after* 
ards  the  Ipeech  of  Demosthenes;  t)oth  which  wgt^ 
received  with  the  higheft  applaiiie.  I  am  not  in  the 
leaft  furprifed,  that  this  happened  to  the  compofitions 
of  fuch  great  orators  -,  fmce  fome  of  the  moft  learned 
men  have  heard,  with  the  very  fame  attention  and 
approbation,  even  at  the.expence  of  trouble  and  fa-  / 
tigue,  one  of  my  orations,  during  two  whole  days ; 
althou^  there  was  no  rivalftiip,  nor  any  controverfy, 
to  fire  them.  For  the  Rhodtans  were  not  only  ex- 
cited by  the  peculiar  beauties  of  the  two  orations,  but 
were  Ipurred  on  by  their  eagernefs  of  comparing  them 
together.  My  fpeech  had  the  happinels  to  plcafc, 
without  the  advantage  of  any  emulation:  whether 
defervedly,  or  not,  you  will  judge,  when  you  read 
the  book  •,  the  bulk  of  which'  hinders  me  from  a 
longer  preface  in  my  letter ;  for,  undoubtedly,  where 
it  is  in  my  pov;rcr,  I  ought  to  be  concife,  that  the 
volunie  itfelf  may  be  more  eafily  excufed,  although 
it  certdnly  is  not  fwelled*  beyond"  the  cxtenflvenefs  of 
the  theme.    Farewell. 

O  6  S  E  R- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Ip  the  courfe  of  thefe  oI:|fervations,  the  piGtuxe  of  Dxl 
1BI0STHENB8  %  as  ui  orator,  has  been  drawn  at  full  length : 
and,  in  the  third  epiftle  of  the  fecond  book,  our  author  hai 
taken  notice  of  that  very  circumftance^  relating  to  the  Rbo^ 
dians^  which  he,  ag^in,  mentions  in  the  beginning  of  this 
epiflle.  When  theie  two  orators  are  reviewed  together  in 
one  light,  ^schines  bears  the  fame  degree  of  comparilbn 
to  Demosthenes,  asPoMPEY  bears  to  Casar;  equally 
great,  but  not  equally  fortunate.  It  is  true,  die  precedency 
in  eloquence  is  juftly  given  to  Demosthbkes  :  but  dieie 
are  fome  circumftances  inr  his  character,  which  turn  die  ba- 
lance equal,  if  not  in  favour  of  his  rival ;  particularly,  that 
inftance  of  cowardice,  which  lie  fhewed  at  the  battle  of  Cha- 
roneoy  where  he  flune  away' his  buckler,  and  betook  himfelf 
to  flight.  In  his  anlwer-  to  ^schines  upon  this  ihamefiil 
circumftahpe,  he  i^^i  of  it  fligbtly,  ';ind  with  fome  fort  of 
peevifhnefi,' lifee  a  ms^Vwho  feels  himfelf  in  die  wrong, 
smdisrdefiro'us  to  remember  it  as  litde  as  pbffible.  .  The 
tru'di  is,  he  bad.  all  die  refolution  of  a  civil  magiftrate;,  and 
all  the  fpirit  of  a  true  patriot.  Thefe  qualities  :bjec»erted  to 
the  utmoft  degree,  amidft  t^' perp^al  (|ang6i;s,  which  fur* 
roundfsd  him,  from  the  partis&ans  of  a  great  and  potent  Idng : 
but  he  w^ted  that  military  courage  and.  intrepidity,  that 
prefence  of  mind,  and  firmnefs  of  temper^  in  the^  day  of 
battle,  which  are  the  true  charaflerifticy  of  a  brave  man. 
Perhaps  thefe  qualifications,  if  poffefled  in  any  eminent  de- 
gree, ought  to  be  born  with  us,  and  are  not  to  be  acquiredy 
either  by  reafoo,  or  by  cuftom.  Horace  owns  his  defeft 
in  point  of  bravery,  and  tells  Varus,  . , 


r-  "» 

* 


Tecum  PhiUppos  it  celerem  fugam^ 
Sinjiy  reliSid  non  bene  parmula  " ; 

«  With  thee  I  faw  Philippis'  field, 
«^  And  there  I  left  my  fame  and  Ihield." 

But,  in  a  compliment  to  MiECENAs,  the  fame  poet  deli***' 

"  See  Obrervations  onEpifL  a.  Book  x.  and  onEpift.  3.  Book  a« 
»  04c  7-  lib.  ». 

tatclf 
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cately  touches  again  upon  his  own  want  of  bravery,  in  fo 
genteel  and  fp  ^i^tful  a  manner,  that  if  &e  worft  infirmity  of 
nature  can  find  pardon,  or  alleviation,  the  lines  plead  ele- 
gantly in  its  &vour,  efpecially  ^s  they  infinuate,  that  Ho- 
jR,AC^,  coward  a$  he  waS)  could  die  fighting  under  the lutv* 
jter  of  his  patron. 

Hsges^  tuum  lahre^tdjuvem  me9f 

Imhillis  ac  frmus  pariim  ? 
'   ..  Comts  minon  fum  futurus  in  meiUj 

^t  major  abjentes  habet : 
Ut  hjpdens  impfumibus  pullis  avis 

Serpentiam  allapfu^  timet 
Magii  rtUStis ;  nw^  ut  ad/it'^  aUxilt 

Latura  plui  prafiintibus. 
Ubenter  ioc  et  omne  mifiiabitur 

Bellum  in  tud  fpem  gr^ttia"^. 

w   *  •  1  * 

. ' '     **  You  aft,  .What  fcnriccs^  what  great  exploit^ 
<c  You  om.  expesfit  from  &e;  a  feeble  man^ 
^  Bv  nature  itarfid,  and  xxo&X,  for  arms  ? 

V ,     ^^  None,  mjr  Mjecen  As/none :  but  jet,  I  wouId.e(cape 

^       <^  Thofe  jfeai^,  which  abfence  oft  creates :  and  like 
«<  The  helplefs  bird,  that  finds  from  watdiinggreatereafe, 
«*  Tho*  ftiU  unable  to  defend  her  young 
•*  From  the  dread  lbrpent*s  mawj  fo  1,  methinks, 
•*  Would  hover  near  you  wherefoe'er  you  go, 

'  '  •  ^  And  with  you  flupre  the  dangers  of  the  war.** 

.  But  now  let  us  return  to  the  two  orators,  ^schines  and 
DlMOSTHENis.  It  is  obfervable,  if  we  may  judge  by  their 
ramous  fpeechfe  de  Cormct^  that  politenefs  and  ^oo3  manners, 
at  leafl  what  we  place  under  that  denomination,  were  in 
no  way  efTential  in  the  Grecian,  art  of  eloquence.  Both  the 
antagonifls  ufe  moft  opprobrious  language  towards  each 
other.  They  fcold,  in  imitation  of  Homer's  deities,  like 
gods,  and  not  li]^e  gentlemen  :  and  certainly  the  Greek 
ttongue,  in  which  one  word  comprehends  more  than  ten  in 
Englilh,  is  the  propcreft  diakfl  in  the  world  for  terms  of 

reproach.     rg«^fAaIoHu(p«v  '  fignifies,  a  per/on^  who  Jloops 

'  «  Ep.  I.  I.  15. 

'  Demosthenes  gives  this  appellation  to  ^schines  in  de- 
rtiion  of  his  haying  been  a  fchooiimifter.     He  likewife  calls  him 
bulking  hujkin^  bccaufe  he  bad  been  a  player. 

in 
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in  th^Jhoi^rSf  hf  hfifi^ittg  cc^rrUi  a  d$fk  upon  bis  hack.  Be- 
A4^9  c0i9.pQUn4  WQtds  ace  better  aday>ted  to  deliberate  rage 
imd  indign^O09  tjbaa  A^  trifling,  iAderivatlve  monofyllablci^ 
th^t  m^^  ^  denote iboti,  knaves,  and  dogs.  We  are  ob- 
)ig^9  A^oforp,  tP  'ei^foiroe  aur  invedives  with  varioub 
qjikths/^  CM^fe)  in  order  to  fiU  our  mouths  properly,  and 
(Q  jgY^  g  (bnproius  dignity  to  our  re&ntment. 

Thie  Giralipns,  thus  bftated  at  by  Plimy,  one  in  oppoHtion, 
ti)e  othfi?  in  dcfcoQe  of  Gte^pho's  decree,  were  the  pro- 
iHy^pi  four  year$  JUbour,  and  drew  to  Athens  a  prodigioui 
cy>j:^Uffe  ojf  leamod  men.  But  the  orations,  and  all  cir->- 
cumftances  relating  to  the  two  orators,  who  fpoke  them,  are 
&  fuJly  known,  aai  have  been  fb  much  enlarged  upon,  b^ 
numerous  audiors,  that  any  £u:dier  mention  of  them,  ia 
thi»  jp]dce>  15  needlefi.  ■ 

,  ;  E  P  I  S  T  L  E     VI. 

Pliny  /(?  JuLijjs  Naso.. 

THEY  tell  me,  my  T'ufcah  farms  have  been 
much  fhattered  by  ftorms  of  hail.  'My  eftatc 
beyond  the  Pq  h^s  yielded  graij^  Jn  abi^ndance ;  but 
then  from  the  low  price  it  bears  I  receive  but  little 
profit  from  it.  My  ^u^rentinum  pr^ly,  makes  me  any 
Feturn.  Indeed,  I  have  no  pofleffions  there,  except  a 
hpufe  apd  garden;  aU  th^  lw4s  J  t^ave  about  them 
;ite  Wren :  neverthelefs,  from  thence  my  "profit  folehr 
^rifes ;  for  there  \  write  much^  andl,  inftead  of  ciilk 
tiy^ting  lands^  VW^h  l^^have  not,  I.  cultivate  myfelfi 
0.nd,  as  in  othjer.  pl^es,  I  can  fcew  you  a  well  fUlcd 

?'  jraiMiry,  fo  here  you  fhall  fee  a  ftorehoufe  of  mani^ 
^cripts.  If,  therefore,  you  alfo  have  a  n^nd  to  enjoy 
If  fiire  and  prolifijC  crop,  fow  fomething  upon-th^^ 
jTanj?  ifhpre-    Fiirewell, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Comum  was  the  eftate,  which  Pliny  fpeaks  of,  beyoni 
the  P9f    After  hi^  father's  death,  it  fy]l  into  the  poffeffion  of 

bis 
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hh  mc^ther^  or^  as  we  exprefi  it,  was  her  jointure.  In  two 
:.or  three  preceding  qpiftles,  he  defcribes  it  as  a  beautiful 
.place ;  but  in  a  letter  to  Valbrianus  %  he  complains  of 
the  iltuation ;  and  probably  for  the  reaifon  here  affigoed* 
die  cheapnefi  which  every  fort  of  grain  bore  in  that  part:  of 
the  Milanefe.  Under  thefe  vexations  xircuoiftances,-  our 
author  wraps  himfelf  up  in  the  philofephic  contentment# 
.which  ftudy  and  the  liberal  arts  aflFord.  '  What  glorious  con- 
templations muft  axife,  in  a  breaft  like'Ptz^Y\  detotd  bf 
all  tbofe  corrofivo  cares,  and  that  ceafelefs  anxiety,  wtiich 
covetous  and  worldly  indinadons  infpire ;  landyet  fe  prtvient 
in  condud):  and  ceconomy,  as  to  live  free  from^ebts,  mid  the 
many  irkfome  incumbrances,  which  Ai^dious. and  abftra£bd 
men  often  bring  upon  themfelyes !  .The^inedium  between 
fupine  negligence,  and  unneceilary  foUiciti^Ie)  is  fo  narrow 
a  path,  that  few  people  can  walk  in  it,  without  treading 
awry,  and  inclining  to  one  fide,  or  the  other.  We  are  apt 
to  love  money  too  wifely,  ortodef{>ift  it  too  fooliihly ;  not 
confidering,  tiiat  profiifeneis  is  a  rock,  no  \dk  d^gerous  to 
iplit  upon,  than  avarice* 


■• ' « 
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EPISTLE    VII. 
Pliny  to  Lepidus. 

I  Often  tell  you,  that  Regitlus  is  a  man  of  fpirit. 
It  is  amazing,  how  effeftually  he  accompliflies 
whatever  he  has  fet  his  heart  upon.  He  was  pleafed 
to  mourn  for  his  fon :  no  man  ever  mourned  like 
him :  his  fancy  led  him  to  employ  all  the  fhbpi  in 
R(nne^  to  make  numberlefs  ftatues  and  images  of  this 
youth ;  who  was  reprcfcntcd  in  colours,  in  wax,  in 
orafs,  in  filver,  in  gold,  in  ivory,  in  marble :  and 
he  himfelf  lately  recited  a  trcatife  on  his  life,  to  a' 
large  audience  ailembled  for  that  purpofe.  The  trea- 
tife  he  recited  was  only  an  abftradt  of  his  fon*s  life : 
yet  he  had  a  thoufand  copies  of  it  tranfcrifcfed,  which 
he  fent  throughout  all  I(dy^  and  (he  provinces^    He 

wrote 


.-    » . 


B  O  O  K     IV.  261 

wrote,  in  a  public  manner,  to  the  Decuticns\  that 
one  out  of  their  nuh^ber,  a  perfon,  who  had  the  beft 
vcnce,  ihould  be  chofen  to  read  it  to  the  people  \ 
whidi  was  done.  "  ■ 

Had  he  adapted  this  fpirit,  or  gpivenreny  other  name 
to  our  eflbrts  m  obtaining  whatever  we  wifti^  to  better 
purpofesy  of  what  infinite  benefit  might  he  have  been 
tp  u^e  world  ?  Although,  indeed,  this  fpirit  iis  feldom 
£>  vigorous  in  good^  as  in  bad  men ;  and  as  ignorance 
in^es  boldnd^,  and  reafon  incites  timidity,  k>  a  right 
turned  mind  is  enfeebled  by  modefiy  ;|  but  a  perverfe 
diipofition  fortified  by  impudence :  of  which  Regu- 
Lus  is  an  example  \  weak  lungs,  a  confufed  counte* 
nance,  a  fUmmering  tongue,  a  dull  invention,  no  me« 
mory ;  in  ffaort,  nothing  but  a  wild,  frantic  genius ; 
and  yet  it  fb  happens,  that  from  his  impudence,  nay 
from  his  very  wildnefe,  he  is  looked  upon  by  many 
people  as  an  orator.  Therefore  Cato's  apophthegm 
upon  an  orator  was  admirably  turned,  by  Heren-' 
Nius  Senecio,  againft  Regulus  :  ^'  An  orator  is  a 
**  bad  man,  unflcilled  in  fpeaking."  In  truth,  Cato 
did  not  defcribe  a  true  orator,  k>  well  as  this  faying 
defcribes  Regulus. 

Have  you  any  equivalent  to  lend  me  for  fuch  an 
epiftle  as  this  ?  Yes,  you  have,  if  you  write  me 
word  that  feme  of  my  old  companions,  your  fel- 
low-citizens, or  that  you  yourfelf,  have  read  in  the 
Forum^  mountebank-Uke,  this  doleful  performance  of 
Regulus;  ruling,  as  Demosthenes  fays,  "  your 
**  voice  moft  merrily,  and  flxaining  every  mufcle  in 
"  your  throat."  For  fo  abfurd  is  the  performance, 
that  it  will  fooner  incite  laughter  than  forrow.  You 
will  rather  imagine  a  child  me  author,  than  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  bo^.    Farewell. 

«  Of  each  proiince. 

*  Cato's  ddimtton  of  an  orator  was.  Orator  eft  *vir  tows,  ^. 
cenJi  peritus :  «'  An  orator  is  a  good  man,  ikUful  in  fpeaking.** 
See  QyiNTiLiAN,  Book  ta.  Chap.  i. 

Vol.  I.  Y  OB* 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

ItEGtTitTs  kgktn  f  his  moihtiiitg  fot  h»  fon  :^^n  tattitA 
into  ridicule  and  merriment  !  Here  PriNt  ftahds  iti  ffMM 
iiee^  of  ddene^  tfiin  KsouLtrs  :  npr  tasi  le\y  more  M  faid 
on  his  behalf  dian  in^t  has  been  alreaidy  hinted,  that  ihp 
provocations  tod  die  injuries  he  received  from  his  brother 
orator,  during  the  reign  of  jDomitian,  wet^  too  great  t6 
be  ever  forgotten.  But  how  poor  is  his  wft,  how  falle  his 
l-eafoning  in  this  epiftle !  Or  fuppofe  the  One  is  btf^Fity  aftd 
the  other  as  juft,  ^  his  own  prejudiced  minA  tOtSa  deCre, 
Ikiw  ungenerous,  how  inhuman  an  iadidn  is  it,  to  kiXak  k 
parent,  be  his  private  chatafUr  what  ft  will,  for  endeavoufng 
to  preferve  the  fione,  and  eterni^  die  reputation  of  his  onlf 
fon  i  To  comfort  the  a£ili<Si:ed,  to  quiet  envy,  to  conquer 
prejudice,  and  to  obliterate  revenge,  are  focial  virtues, 
which  Pliny  would  have  exerted  towards  any  other  man, 
or  upon  any  other  occafion :  but  the  very  tl^in^  6f  ReCU- 
tv  s  feems  to  fet  him  on  fire,  and  to  conftune,  for  A  tiim^ 
i^^i  the  appearance  of  his  resd  dii^fition. 

Benevolence^  ^nerofity,  iind  cofApcd&oh  trere  the  tnie 
tiidra£terifiics  of  our  author's  temper:  whence  then  this 
iudden  erupdon  of  the  q[>pofite  vice^  )  I^ot  fo  ihudi,  I 
imagine,  from  revenge  as  envy.  Regulus,  though  wtdc- 
tdy  infamous,  and  abandoned  in  many  inftances,  made  a 
confiderable  figure  as  a  lawyen  His  knowledge  and  capa- 
city were  undoubtedly  fereat.  He  t^ras  generally  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  our  author,  and  perhaps  was  ofteA  attended  h>  With 
ti^laufe.  It  may  be  prdumed  thet'efbre,  lliat  die  feverity, 
Ihewn  by  Pliny  to  every  afiion  of  Iris  enemy's  life,  pro- 
ceeds from  that  falfe  imitgination,  too  prevident  in  the  world, 
that  our  own  pretentions  to  merit  receive  an  entire  lan£^ion, 
from  the  darknels  we  endeavour  to  fpread  over  die  illuftrious 
jgood  qualities  of  our  competitors.  We  meet  with  dailv  in- 
Kances  of  this  erroneous  notion  ill  both  fexes.  The  ladies 
tan  bear  no  rivals  in  beauty,  the  men  no  rivals  in  wit.  The 
Ibrtow,  which  Reotjlvs  difcovered  for  bis  fon,  is  by  no 
means  to  be  looked  upon  as  infincere ;  ndr  is  the  regard,  he 
paid  to  the  youth's  memory,  either  to  be  laughed  at,  or 
difpraifed.  If  we  may  believe  Martial,  he  had  great 
re^cm  to  bewail  the  lofs  of  a  fon,  whofe  very  infancy  j^ro- 
mifed  wonders.  The  epigram  on  that  occafion  may  ferve  to 
include  the  obfervations  upon  thi^  ixtrttcrate  eplftle^ 
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Jidfbicts  td  parvus  J  nee  (idbu^  irieUridf  pUnJi^ 

KfiGULUS  auditum  laudet  et  ipfi  patrem  i 
Materntffque  JinuSy  vifo  genitore^  relinquat^ 

Et  patrias  laudesfintiat  ejfe  fuau 
Jam  clamor^  centumque  viriy  denfumque  corona 

Vt^lgHUy  it  infanti  Jv^.^  ^^^^  plaunt, 
4^ii  ffHiJoboUs  magnojic  tuhere  gaudet  j 
.  Sic'vitulus  moUi/i pr^Hia  frgntectipit* 
Jiiy  Jirvate^  precor^  mahi  fua  vota^  patriquef 

Jui^af  ta  ndtum  Regulus,  Hla  duos  ^ 


' )  1 


Whili*  ItE<;[tTLlT8^  'with  niccft  art. 
Pleads  his  viSorious  cUenjt's  caufe ; 

Sq?  ht3  youog  imnge  bear  ^  par^ 
An4  join  in  the  der^rv'4  ?kpj>Uure ! 

How  eager,  when  his  fire  comes  forth, 
W^'fee  him  from  his  mother  run. 

As  rii(/  he  knew,  the  father's  worth 
Reflected  honour  on  the  fon. 

The  fpucious  hall  his  ^ye  furvey$, 

T(ie  couit,  and  crouds,  th^  prefs.to  J^e^f^^ 
The  (bouts,  that  fpeak  his  father's  praifCf 

^Iready  ^harm  hi$  iofant  e^. 

So  ypvthfiil  courfers  paw  the  ground, 

ioipatient  for  the  future  race  ; 
So  wanton  heifers  aim  a  wound, 

£'£e  (prouting  horns  their  forehead  grace* 

All  jQ  fow^t»  Unmortal !  crown 
"Jlv  ith  juft  fuccels  each  parent'3  vows  ! 

Long  live  )the  lire,  to  hear  his  fon ; 
The.  mother,  both  her  fon,  and  fpoufc. 

'jMARTiAt.  Lib.  6.  £p.  38.  De  filio  Rbguli, 
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E  P  I  S  t  L  E    viii. 

Pliny  /o  Ar  r  i  anits. 


*w        .  f      * 


YO  U  coi^tulatc  mt  upoft  being  iavdled  with 
the  augurfliip.  You  are  in  thfc  right-;  *  Firft,  it 
is  an  honour,  to  mttt  with  the  approbatibn*  of  our 
moft  renowned  emperor,  even  in  afeirs"  <rf:^ Ae  leaft 
confequence  :  and  then  again,  this  jiri^ffhobd  is  iibt 
only  an  antient  and  facred  office,  but. the  more  pppi- 
fpicuous  and  venerable,  becaufe  held  for  life.  Egir 
other  facerdotal  offices,  though  they  arc  ahnoft  equal 
in  dignity  ;  yet,  as  they  are  bellowed  one  day,  (o 
may  they  be  taken  away  the  next.  This  alone  is  not 
in  the  power  of  fortune,  except  in  the  firft  gift  of 
it.  But  your  compliments  appear  to  me  particularly 
agreeable,  as  I  have  fugceeded  Julius  Frontinus, 
a  very  great  man,  and  one,  who  for  many  years  to- 
gether conilantly  named  me  among  thofe  prieibs  upon 
the  returning  day  of  nomination,  as  if  he  would 
have  adopted  me  into  his  place.  But  the  event  has 
now  happened  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  make  it 
feem  the  work  of  chance.  The  chief  pleafure,  that 
arifes  to  you,  as  you  fay,  from  my  new  dignity,  is, 
that  Marcus  Tullius  was  an  augur.  .  You  are  glad, 
that  I  fhould  lucceed  in  honours  a  perlbn,  whom  I 
defire  to  emulate  in  ftudies.  However,  I  cannot  a^ 
void  wifhing,  that  as  I  have  arrived  younger  than  he, 
to  the  facerdotal,  and  confular  dignities  ;  fo  I  may, 
in  fome  degree,  when  I  ani  old,  rival  him  in  dignity 
of  genius.  What  is  in  the  gift  of  men  indeed  may 
fall  to  the  lot  of  me,  and  many  others.  But,  as  it 
is  difficult  to  reach,  fo  it  is  prefumptuous  to  hope  for 
what  is  in  the  gift  of  heaven  alone.     Farewell. 


O  B  S  E  R. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Mankind  is  naturally  fapcrftitious.  We  have  been  fo  from 
the  original  of  the  world,  and  are  likely  to  continue  fo  to  the 
end  of  it :  fuperftitio  fufa  per  gentes  opprejfit  omnium  fere  ani- 
mos,  atqm  Mfnimm  imbeciltitatem  occupavit :  "  Superftition, 
**  when  once  difFufed  through  the  world,  oppreflid  the  fouls 
^^  of  almoft  the  whole  human  race,  and  fixed  itfelf  upon 
**  the  weaknefe  of  our  nature,"  fays  Tully  in  his  fecond 
book  de  Divinattone  * ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  clear 
and  fatisfa£tory  definition  of  fuperftition  :  authors  are  not 
agreed  from  wnence  the  word  is  to  be  derived.  The  Greek 
word  Aiivi^AiiMviocf  which  we  tranflate  "  fuperftition,"  fig- 
nifies  only  the  fear  of  the  Deity ;  but  the  word/itfclf  is  Lathy 
and,  according  to  the  great  orator,  juft  now  quoted,  *'  thofe 
**  were  called  fuperftitious,  who  prayed  and  facrific^  whole 
**  days,  that  their  children  might  outlive  them:  but  the 
^*  word,  fays  he,  was  afterwards  ufed  in  a  larger  accepta- 
**  tion  •/*  Other  authors  give  other  definitions  of  it ;  but 
now,  and  indeed  for  many  ages,  it  feems,  in  the  common 
acceptation,  to  fignify  a  frivolous  and  groundlefs  apprehen* 
fion  of  the  Deity  ;  which  apprehenfion  produces  many  idle, 
if  not  wicked  pradices ;  fuch  as,  in  the  judgement  of  wife 
and  difpaffionate  m^n,  muft  be  needlefs,  and  fome  of  them 
rather  offenfive,  than  pleafing  to  the  fupreme  Being.  From 
this  account  of  the  common  notion  of  fuperftition  it  is  plain, 
that  what  one 'man  thinks  fuperftition,  another  thinks  a  ne- 
ceflary  part  of  religion  j  what  one  holds  to  be  difpleafing, 
another  judges  to  be  acceptable  to  God  :  and  it  is  no  won- 
der we  differ  fo  widely  in  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
when  our  opinions  are  as  various,  and  as  zealous,  in  trifles, 
that  neither  concern  our  happinefs  on  this,  nor  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  gr^ve.  But  whatever  allowance  may  be  made  to 
weak  minds  in  the  praSice  of  Icfler  degrees  of  fuperftition, 
for  which,  perhaps,  they  are  rather  to  he  pitied,  than  con^ 
demned  ;  yet  when  this  idolatrous  kind  of  worfhip  grows 
outragious,  and  puts  men  upon  actions  p(prnicipu3  to  their 

•^  Page  262, 

*  De  natura  dcorum,  book  2.  c.  28.  Qui  totos  dies  prcca- 
bantur  ec  immolabant,  ut  ilii  liberi  fibi  fuperftites  eflentj,  fuper- 
ftitipji  funt  appellaci  :  quod  nomen  poilea  lacias  patuit. 

Y  3  fellow^ 


±66  PLINY'S    EPfStLES; 

fellow-crcatures,  who  does  not  join  in  opinion  with  Plu- 
tarch ^  andlord  BaOok  ^  that  it  is  worfc  than  atheifm  ? 
For  example,  what  can  he  more  fliocking,  than  thofe  reli- 
^ous  pra<^ices  among  the  heathens,  of  appeaQng  their  4d« 
ties  by  human  iacrificea?, 

Mas  flit  in  pcpuHs^  qms  emdie^t  ^che^4i  uttiC^  . 
P0fciri  cadi  deos  veniamf  dc  Jlagrantsbai  arts  ,^. 
(hfafidumdi^)  parvos  imponennatHr  , 


*'  Where  JDiDo  fettled,  long  a  law 
<^  Amongft  the  people  to  appeafe  with  bjkj¥?d 
<«  The  pow'rs  incciis'd}  and  thcro  the 
«<  The  (on,  his  hands  bad  on  ^.^tu^siiiL 

And  P&iNY  <  the  elder  tdls  us,  that  fo  late  oi^ly  a»  the  :£x 
hundred  and  fifty  ieventh  year  of  Ronu^  the  ienate  paffixl  ^ 
decree,  forbidding  human  facrifice :  his  words  are,  dclvii 
damum  anm  urbis  Cn.  Corkelio  Lentulo,  P.  LxciNio 
Crasso  cojf.  ftnatujionjultum  faSum  eftj  m  biemo  immoUari'^ 
Utr  I  falamque  in  temfm  illudfacra  prodigiofa  cdebrata  :  ^'  Ii| 
*^  th^  vear  of  Rami  ux  hundred  and  fifty  feven,  in  ^e  co|i^ 
^*  fulmtp  of  LsNTULus  and  Crassus,  an  order  of  ienate 
**  waB  eflabliihed,  to  prevent  homicide,  and  thofe  aftonifli** 
*'  ing  relidous  ritea^  which  were  openly  celebrated  in  diat 
^<  age."  We  find  top,  irom  antient  authors,  that  the  bar-t 
barous  combats  of  ghidiators  were  originally  inftituted  at  fu« 
lierals,  for  the  propitiation  of  departed  fouls,  by  the  elFufion 
of  humsui  blood,  Rqsinus  ^,  in  his  chapter  df  ludis  fune-^ 
hi1m$  it  gkidiatoriisj  has  this  among  other  quotations  from 
Tertulliak,  nam  iUm^  qmniamammas  d^un£t9rum  hu^ 
pmM  foHgutm  propiiiari  cnditum  eftj  captivaSf  vef  malo  inge^ 
nii  /erv9s  mercatt^  in  exequiis  in^molabant :  *'  For  formerly, 
^*  oecaufe  it  was  an  opinion,  that  the  fouls  of  the  deceaied 
<^  were  appeafed  by  human  blood,  thofe  who  had  bough( 
<"  captives,  or  (laves  of  bad  difpofitions,  facrificed  them  a( 
f  <  funeral  rite$,''    And  the  Pfalmift,  fpes^dng  of  the  i^olaf 

'  PlVTAKCU.  «7f^(  ^iy<Tiia\yi,OTt\o^qy  VOl.  i|.  jp.  164. 

^  Bacon's  eflay  on  fu perdition. 
^  S4LIVS  It^licus,  lib.  4. 
I  Plin.  N^t.  ({ill,  book  30.  d^.  |. 
5  Lib.  5.  cap.  2  j» 

fries. 
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trieSs  which  the  children  of  Ifrad  learned  from  the  heathens, 
fay$9  theyi  wer4  mingkd  anwng  the  heath^n^  and  learned  their 
vwrh  ;  infimu(b  that  thfv  Vforjkifped  their  idols ^  which  turned 
to  their  ^wtiicaf ;  y^^  ^3sy  offered  their  Jons  and  their  daughters 
unto  devilsy  andfiediavacent  ilosdj  even  the  hlood  of  their  fins  and 
their  daughters^  whom  they  offered  unto  the  idols  {^Canaan,  an4 
tbfi  land  wa^ jkfiUdwith  iMK  Thefe  inhuman  praAices  have 
been  con<}eoined  in  ontwaid  profeilion  by  Chriftians  of  all 
^eAominationSf  But  it  h  luuieniably  too  true,  that  the  no* 
tions  of  reli^on,  entertained  by  ibme  Chriftian$,  have  Ie4 
them  into  pradices  no  lei$  barbarous :  ^d,  what  is  ftil} 
more  melancholy  and  unaccountable)  they  have  endeavoure4 
to  fi^md  ^hcuie  notions  upon  the  {>rinciples  of  Chriftianity  f 
Ytbo&  pn?Cjqpe$y  tbroudiout  the  wbple  New  Tcftament,  ap- 
pear plainly  c^culatea  for  the  promotion  of  mildnefs,  hu- 
manity) charity*  aflfe^Uon)  and  good-nature.  AChriftian^ 
^crefore,  mw  di%PLce  his  profeffion,  if  he  pay^  too  much 
rqverencf  to  exttymal  rites  and  ceremonies^  which  are  nof 
niade  necefl&ry  by  the  commandment  of  Christ.  He  is 
likewife  equally  plaiojifable,  if  he  {uSsr  blmfelf  to  be  }ed  by 
iuch  a  Q>irit  of  pe;n^ution)  as  to  think  himfelf  obliged  tp 
ufe  violence  for  the  propagation  of  his  religion^  or  to  make 
his  feIlow-creature$,  who  differ  from  him  in  religiqu^  fenti- 
mentS)  miferable  in  this  world,  in  order  to  make  them 
happy  in  the  next.  But  whilft  tbcfe  fupejrftitious  tenets  are 
utterly  to  be  condemned,  as  produflive  of  very  unhappy 
effe£b  to  mankind^  we  ought  alfo  to  cenfure  that  other  lati-r 
tudinarian  extreme^  which  allows  a  pernicious  liberty  of 
venting  the  moft  wicked  and  blafphemous  opinions,  and 
countenances  the  moft  indecent,  and  even  irreverent  beha- 
viour towards  the  Deity.  How  highly  then  is  the  doflrine 
and  difcipline  erf  the  Church  oi  EngUind  to  be  approved  f  for, 
with  great  wifdom,  flie  has  chofen  the  middle  way  between 
the  Papift  and  the  Puritan ;  between  the  foppery  of  the 
one,  and  the  clowniflinefs  of  the  other ;  between  the  folly 
of  diofe,  who  prefs  the  ufe  of  too  many,  and  often  ridicu- 
lous ceremonies,  and  the  irreverence  of  thofe,  who  forbid 
the  ufe  of  any, 

Lito  what  a  length  of  diought  have  I  been  betrayed  by 
fuperftition  !  the  idea  of  which  was  not  poflibly  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  the  augurate,  fpoken  of  by  Pliny  in  this 

^  Pfalmcvi.  3^.  35. 

Y4  epiftic; 
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epiftle:  but  if  I  have  vrdndered  too  far  out  of  my  road^ 
merely  to  attack  ghmts  and  monfters,  that  infeflrour  ifiiuMl^ 
thU  excuTe,  I  hope,  may  be  aUowfd  in  iavouv  of  my  k^tgli^ 
errantry,  that  it  was  in  defence  of  the  manniers  and  religioq 
of  iny  country ;  a  caufe,  in  which  pufillanfanity  or  lukg- 
warmnels  would  be  irreparably  (hamdul. "  -^  ' 

To  return  to  the  idolatry'  that  prevailed  if  U^  in  Pli- 
ny's time.  The  augurs'wd-e  a  fct  (^^rfefti,  iiiftituted  liy 
Nun  A.  AuguriSj  Romulo  r^piantej  n^tS  trant :  ai  Nos 
MA  PoMPiLio  €riati :  <<  There  were  vlsf  augun  durif^j; 
*'  the  reign  of  Romulus:  they  were  cnsat^  by  NuMA 
"  PoMPiLius/'  Their  pricfthood  was  for  life;  acircunv- 
ftance  which,  Pliny  feems  to  think,  rendered  the  ofBix 
holy  :  turn  hoc  quoque  facrum  plane  et  tnfigne  efi^quodnon  a^^ 
mifur  viventi :  •*  This  circimiftance  is  avowtry  iadred,  and 
**  very  e3ttraprdinary,  that  tfie  office  of  atqgiir  is  fiwr  life.** 
It  was  hsippy  for  die  priefb,  that  their  ordination  ^^tns  beU 
h  facred,  as  not  to  be  reverfed ;  efpeciaUy  an  diey  were 
obliged  to  expound  omen%  podigies,  and  dreams ;  whicb^ 
if  pot  expounded  to  the  will  and  inclination  of  great  men. 
might  have  proved  of  fatal  cpnfequence  to  the  expofitors.  I 
am  pleafed  to  find,  diat  pLimr  takes  no  notice  of  die  fuper* 
.  ftitious  duties  of  the  office*  He  knew  di^m  to  be  ridiculous 
and  dehifive  ;  and  theref<Mv  he  looks  upon  tlk^  augutflnpas 
an  honour,  becaufe  it  was  beftowed  only  uj^on  perfonr^of 
the  firft  rank  in  chara£ter  and  ftadon^ :  and  he  efteems  it 
facred,  becaufe  the  augurs  were  appointed  and  revered  as 
^he  minifters  of  heaven.  They  were  ori^ally  diree  in 
riumber,  then  four,  and,  lafUy,  fifteen, 

^  Tants  ^udioritatis,  at  nihil  msgni  in  repaUfci  fleret  inaugu.. 
rato.  Ad  Viros  fapienda  et  nobilitate  prascellentes  facerdodiiiA 
illud  praeferebatar.  Kipping i  Andqaitat.  Rooiananun,  lib.  f. 
cap.  1*2. 

EPISTLE     IX. 

Pliny  to  Ursus. 

FOR  fome  days  pafl  Julius  Ba^sus  has  been 
upon  his  defence  in  the  fenate ;   a  pains-taking 
man,  made  famous  by  his  misfortunes.    He  was  ac- 

cufed. 
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icufed^  durinjg  the  government  of  Vispasiak,  fay 
two  private  men )  ^uid  Ids  caixfe  being  remitted  to 
die  raiate.  It  remained  itntre  a  l(Kig  time.    At  lengdi 
he  was   folljf^  jiiftified  and  acquitted.    Under  tte 
reign  of  Titus  ht  lived  in  terror,  as  he  was  the 
friend  of  DoMiTi AN;  and  yet  he  was  banifhed  by 
poMiTiAK,  recalled  by  NERVAt  ^"id  having  obtwi* 
ed  the  government  of  Bithyma^  he  retimied  under  an 
accufation^    Nor  was  he  more  feverely  profecuted, 
tfein  ftidrfullv'  defertdfcd.     The  fenjltors  gave  various 
opiidons  of  nirn  V  nioft  of  them,  however,  of  the 
mildeft  kifid,    Pompon  lus  Rufus,  a  ready  and  ini- 
petuous  ipbaker,  opened  the  accu&don.    He  was  ie^ 
conded  by  Theophanes,  one  of  the  deputies,  who 
was  the  chief  incendiary,  and  indeed  the  ori^al 
caufe  of  this  proiecution.    I  anfwered  -,  having  been 
enjoined  fay  Bassus  to  lay  the,  foundations  of  his 
whole  defence;  to  mve  an  account  of  all  his  honours, 
which  Were  great,  both  from  the  Iblendor  of  his  an- 
cefh^s,  and  his  own  dangers ;  to  Ipeak  of  the  con- 
ipiracy  of  the  informers  ""^  who  had  their  own  private 
gain  in  view ;  to  lay  open  d\e  caufes,  by  which  he 
had  offended  die  moft  niftious  among  them,  particu- 
larly Theophanes  himfelf.    He  was  likewife  defir- 
ous,  that  I  would  fet  myfelf  to  dear  him  of  that 
crime  which  preiBed  him  clofeft:    for  as  to  other 
complaints^  tlwugh  they  founded  more  loudly,  yet 
he  did  not  only  merit  pardon,  but  applaufe.    This 
charge  l^y^  hardeft  upon  him,  that,  in  an  undefigning 
fimplicity  of  heart,  he  wa$  unguarded  enough  to  re- 
ceive,  as  a  token  of  their  friendlhip,  certain  prefents 
from  the  people  of  his  province ;  which  was  nothing 
extraordinary,  fince  he  had  been  their  queftor,    Thefe 
prefents  were  termed  thefts  and  plunder  by  his  accu- 
fers  ;  he  called  them  gifts.     But  then  he  could  not 
lawfully  receive  any  gifts.     Here  what  was  I  to  do  ? 

"  The  informers  were  entided  to  a  fourth  part  of  every  confif? 
cation. 

What 
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What  road  was  I  to  take  in  the  defence  ?  Was  I  tci 
deny  a  fa£t  ?  I  dreaded,  left  it  mould  plainly  am^ear 
atheftf  becaufe  I  was  afraid  to  confei^  it;  beudes, 
to  deny  a  maoifeft  ai^,  was  to  aggravate,  not  to 
le^  the  crime }  efpecia,Uy  when  O^  accufed  p^<^ 
6)n  himielf  had  utterly  deprived  his  advo(;ates  of 
iuch  a  plea  :  for  he  had  acknowledged  to  oiany  per*- 
ibos,  and  even  to  the  emperor,  that  be  had  received 
upon  his  birthday,  or  at  the  S^tHrt^dia^  fome  finaU 
prefents,  and  had  likewile  fent  fome  to.  n^ar^y  of  his 
firiends.  Should  I  have  recourie  to  the  clenicncy  ,ci 
his  judges  ?  That  was  putting  a  knife  to>  hil  throaty 
by  granting  he  had  oSended  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ta 
0^  a  public  pardon.  Was  I  to  defend  the  a^n  as 
f^t  ?  I  fliouid  then  have  done  him  no  iervicc^  and 
have  dishonoured  my&lf.  In  this  diiEculty»  J  thought 
k  beft  to  keep  the  middle  road.  I  believe  I  have 
done  it.  jMy  pleading  was  interrupted,  9s  battles 
ibmetimes  sMre,  by  the  mght.  I  fpoke  three  hours  and 
an  half:  an  hour  and  an  half  ftm  remained  &  for,  as 
the  law  allowed  the  accufer  fix  hours,  the  accufed  had 
lune ;  and  he  had  divided  that  time  between  me  and 
the  perfon,  who  was  to  fpeak  after  me  v  fo  that  I 
was  to  have  five  hours,  and  he  the  reft.  The  vifible 
iuccefs  of  my  pleading  perfuadcd  n^e  to  put  an  end 
to  my  difcourte  in  the  manner  I  did.  For  it  is  raih 
not  to  be  content,  when  things  are  in  a  proiperous 
way.  Add  to  this,  I  was  afraid,  left,  by  a  renewal 
of  my  labour,  my  ftrength  might  fail  me ;  fince  it 
was  more  difficult  to  take  up  the  thread  of  my  ipcech, 
than  to  continue  fpeaking.  There  was  danger  too, 
that  my  pleadings  might  appear  languid,  if  difcon-* 
tinued,  and  tedious,  if  reafTumed.  For  as  torches, 
by  a  continual  motion,  preferve  their  flange,  but  with 
difficulty  recover  it,  when  extinguifiied ;  fo  the 
warmth  of  the  fpeakcr,  and  the  attention  of  the  hear- 
er, are  kept  up  by  continuance,  but  languifh  by  any 
interval,  or  r^niiflion.  But  Bassus,  with  many  pray- 
ers. 
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Crs,  even  aknaft  widi  tears,  entreated  me  ixi  fill  up 
my  time.    I  obeyed,  and  preferred  his  interdft  to  my 
€ywn.    It  fucceeded  well.    I  found  the  minds  of  the 
ienate  fo  full  of  expeftadon^  and  ib  frefli,  that  they 
leemed  more  eager  to  hear  my  future,  than  to  have 
betn  fadated  by  my  former  pleading.   Lucivs  Albi* 
!f0s  Ipoke  after  me,  fo  prc^eriy,  that  our  ipeechest 
which  were  thought  to  ccmtain  die  variety  of  two, 
were  fo  well  connedted,  that  they  feemed  to  form  one 
continued  difeoiirfe.      Herennius  Pollio  replied 
with  (bite  and  dignity.     Theophakes  then  ip(^ 
dgahi ;  which  he  did,  as  he  does  every  thii^,  with 
the  greatefl:  impudence  •,  becauie  after  two  confular 
Und  eloquent  men  had  finifhed,  he  demanded  mote 
time,  dmn  is  comnK:)nly  allowed.    He  held  out  till 
ni^,  even  till  I^ts  were  brought  in.    The  next 
day,  HoMULus  and  Fronto  fdeaded  for  Bassus  % 
incomparably  well.    The  proofs  todk  up  die  foui;tli 
day.  '  BiCBius  Macer,  comul  eledt,  was  of  opinion, 
that  Bassus  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law  againft 
bribery ;  CiEPio  HisJ>o,  that,  without  infringement 
upon  the  dignity  of  the  fenatej  they  might  a|^int 
judges  to  try  his  offence.    Both  were  in  the  right. 
You  a(k,  how  can  that  be,  fince  their  opinions  were 
(b  widely  different  ?  Bccaufe  it  was  reafonM)le  for  Ma* 
CER,  who  only  confidercd  the  letter  of  the  law,  to 
condemn  that  man,  who  received  prefents,  contrary 
to  the  law  ;  and  Ci5:pio,  becaufe  he  imagined  it  law- 
iful  for  the  fcnate,  as  it  certainly  was,  to  mitigate, 
ftnd  fupcrintend  the  laws,  thought  it  very  reafonable, 
that  they  might  pardon  a  faft,  which,  though  in^ 
deed  forbidden,  was,  neverthckfs,  often  committed. 
The  opinion  of  C-ffiPio  prevailed  :    nay,   when  he 
rofe  to  deliver  his  opinion,    as  great  acclamations 
were  ^ven  him,   as  attend  others,    when  they  fit 
down.     From  whence  yoii  may  conclude,  with  how 
unanimous  a  confent  his  motion  was  received,  when 
Jie  had  made  it,  fince  it  met  with  fo  much  favour 
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before  hand.  However^  the  judgements  of  people 
arc  divided  into  two  paxtics,  not  only  in  the  fenate, 
hot  in  the  city.  Thoie,  who  think,  the  opinion  <^ 
C^pjo  right,  condemn'  the  propofition  of  Macer^ 
as  too  rigid  and  fevere  :  thofe,  again,  who  fide  with 
Macer,  call  the  determinadon  of  C^Pio  not  only 
too  ealy,  but  even  an  inconfiftcnt  decree ;  for  they 
ablolutely  deny,  that  a  perfbn,  who  is  to  be  tried  Iff 
the  ordinary  judges,  fhould  be  fuffered.  t;o  remain  in 
the  ienatc.  There  was  likewife  a  third  ojqnion.  Va- 
tBJLjus  Paulinus,  being  of  the  Glw^  fentiments 
with  Ci£Pio,  added  this  farther,  that  dbey  fhould  in* 
form  againft  Theoph anes,  as  foon  as  his  deputation 
expired.  For  he  charged  him  with  many  tlungs,  uk 
the  courfe  of  the  profeaition,  that  were  within  the 
very  law,  by  virtue  of  which  he  had  accu^  Bassus, 
But  the  comuls,  although  the  greateft  part  of  the 
ienatc  ap|)rove4  of  the  opinion,  did  not  come  into 
fiL  However,  Faitlinus  had  all  the  honour,  which 
£>  honeft  and  fo  equitable  a  motion  deferved.  When 
the  fenate  was  difmif&d,  Bass  us  was  received  by  a 
numerous  concourie  of  people,  with  great  acclama- 
tions and  great  joy.  A  name  made  femous  by  mis- 
fortunes, which  were  called  to  remembrance  by  the 
danger  he  had  juft  cfcaped,  together  with  a  fettled 
melancholy,  and  broken  old-age  united  in  a  graceful 
perfbn,  had  rendered  him  acceptably  in  all  eyes.  Keep 
this  letter,  as  the  forerunner  of  another  ;  for  I  know 
you  will  expeft  the  full  and  entire  oration  •  •,  and  I 
fear  you  may  long  expeft  it  5  for  the  reyifal  qf  ^, 
Speech,  upon  an  a^air  of  fo  great  confequence,  muft 
pot  be  light  and  curibry.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  The  forms  of  thefe  trials  before  the  fenate,  or  other  Ra^ 
/RMii  judges,  appear  in  fo  many  difFerent  lights,  tiiat  it  is  dif- 

^  In  dfifenct  fif  Jui.  Bassus^ 

ficult 
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ficult  to  (ay,  In  wh^t  method  the  proceedings  were  carried 
on.  The  accuiation  was  verbal  ohly.  If  the  perfoii  adcufiid 
was  iilent)  or  cbnfefled  his  guilt,  he  was  condemned ;  bat  if 
he  denied  the  crmie,  his  name  wa^  fet  ^owa' among. thofis^ 
who  ftood  accufed,  and  the  fubftanoe  of  the  accafttion^WM 
reduced  into  writing,  and  a  day  of  trial  appointed.  •• 

In  reading  over  epiflles  upon  thefe  topics,  it  is  natural,.0 
tonilder  die  variations  between  the  Roman  ulage<  and  our 
own.  In  the  trial  of  Bassus  two  moft  remarkable  differ- 
ences occur  to  our  notice.  The  firft  is,  that  the  council 
for  the  accuf^  ended  the  debate ;  the  fecOnd,  that  all  the 
council  for  and  agatnft  the  accuAd,  argued  befone  the  pit^oft 
were  read.  Tlie  contrary  pra£^ice  prevails  with  u6.  ^  In 
civil  caufes^  the  council  for  the  complainant,  and.in  crimtnal 
caufes,  the  council  for  the  king,  alwajrs  end  the  dehat)^^ 
which  is  called.  Having  the  right  to  reply :  nor  do  the  couiit 
cil  ever  argue  till  the  proofs  are  read.  Our  ufage  is  certaii47 
founded  upon  reafon.  The  judges  ought  to  be  apprized  6f 
the  fa£b  ;  otherwife  how  can  they  judge  of  the  argument! 
ariiing  from  thofe  fii£b  ?  It  will  be  ne«dlefi  to  fliew,  hdiW 
much  the  Engliih  cuftoms  are  preferable  to  the  Roman,  in 
thefe  two  particular  points  :  we  may  reft  fatisfied,  diat.oiir 
conftitution,  in  general,  is  the  beft  in  the  world :  fo.  veiy 
excellent,  perhaps,  that,  like  our  religion,  it  car^be  ad> 
mired  in  theory  only,  but  will  fcarce  ever  be  kept  iip  to  ih 
pra£Hce. 

Dixit  in  noSfem^  atque  etiam  mUe^  illatis  lucernis  :  **  He 
**  fpoke  till  night,  and  even  after  the  candles  were  brougltt' 
*'  in."  No  pleadings  lafted  longer  than  day-light.  Vlikt^ 
in  the  eleventh  epiftle  of  the  fecond  book,  exp^pfly  fays,, 
Neque  enim  jam  inchoari  poterat  a£iio^  niJiutnoSiis  intervmiU 
fcinderetur  :  "  Nor  could  the  pleadings  have  been  carried  on* 
**  unlcfi,  by  the  approach  of  night,  they  had  b^en  referi-ed 
"  to  another  day.**  So  that  the  lights,  which  were  brought 
into  the  fenate*houfe,  were  not  brought  thither,  that  Ti^eo- 
PHANES  might  continue  his  argument,  but  to  give  light  to 
the  affembly,  as  they  went  away. 

Cjepio  Hispo,  falva  Jignitate,  judtces  dandos.  The  full 
meaning  of  this  fentence  is  very  hard  to  be  afcertained.  W« 
are  left,  as  in  many  other  epiftles,  to  guefs,  at  random^  the 
particular  law,  or  cuftom,  16  which  PtiNY  alludes.  .  Seihi 
dignitate  certainly  refers  to  the  fenate,  who  were  not  to  de« 
fcend  to  any  decree,  or  refolution,  billow  their  dignity.    In 

the 
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UiiB  elevendi  epiftle  pf  the  firft  bode  t]iec«  h  an  esrpraffidn  tiT 
dus  kind,  relating  to  Ma&iu8  Pri$C(78«  O/n;^  iefenjim$^ 
juHcis  petiiu  It  is  lexplained  in  the  manner,  that  fccmed 
die  inoft  probable  (enfe  of  that  epiftle.  .  But  here  the  jadk^ 
datubs  may  bear  another  interpretation.  Let  ub  ooniidcir  tiie 
following  expreffion.  JtJigant  tnim  c$ngrutm  dje^  reth^e  in 
finatuj  cut  judices  Jederis  :■  *^  For  the^  &¥»  ^  it  ia  incson- 
*  ^  fiflent,  diat  thoTe,  who  had  fiifamitted  to  die  fcnittnv  ef 
^  pdges,  (hould  remain  in  the  fenatf."  We  may  frpea 
heaoe  imagine,  that  fenatdrs,  when  ti:ied  by  the  fenati^ 
were  ibmetimes  fent  down  to  inferior  cotut^,  widKmt  raceivr 
ing  ientence  from  their  wm  body :  and,  in  that  cafe,  it  waa 
tkou^  improper,  that  thoie  perfons,  to  whom  this  Jcind  fif 
mercy  had  been  ihewin,  ihotud  fit  agala  in  Aeir  places  aa 
fena^brB,  hecaule  they  had  lHl:go£):ed  theanfelves  to  an  lnfe«- 
fior  jurifiii^on.  Tbu$  fiASsus  had  fo  maoifeftly  ofFended 
apiinft  a  pofitive  law  <",  that  he  muft  have  been  condeome^ 
ly  die  fenate,  if  they  had  proceeded  to  a  definitive  fentenoe; 
but  a  lower  court  <tf  Judicature,  fiich  as  the  Dicenmriy  or 
Cif^upwiriJllitihaiJMdicafuliSf  might  foften  the  pum&aiem* 
or  migfat  determine  At  ptrefents*  wfaoch  Ba  s  svb  had  recety^t 
to  have  been  gifts  of  cuftooiy  not  tokens  of  l>ribeiy» 


•'The  yu/ta  Uxt,  de  pecuniis  repetun£s,  particularly  levelled  a* 
gainft  the  mifdemeanors  of  provincial  goveraors. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    X* 

Pliny  /^Sabinus. 

YOtJ  write  me  word,  that  Sabina,  who  made 
us  her  heirs9  has  not,  by  any  exprefs  claufe  of 
her  will,  ordered  her  flave  Modestus  to  be  free,  and 
yet  has  left  him  a  legacy  in  thefe  wcwrds,  **  I  give 
**  to  MoDESTus,  ^c.  whom  I  commanded  (hould 
**  Ix  free/*  You  afk  my  opinion  upon  this  matter  f 
I  have  confulted  the  moft  eminent  lawyers  :  they  all 
flg^e,  that  he  neither  is  entitled  to  his  liberty,  be^ 
catde  it  was  not  actually  given^  nor  to  his  legacy^ 
becaule  (be  left  it  to  a  flave  ^    But  to  me  this  appears 

f  A  flave  was  incapable  of  inheritance  :  whatever  was  left  to  a 
jlave  belonged  to  hb  mafter. 

amanifcft 
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a  manifdl  error  :  and  therefore  I  thihk  we  ought  to 
a6t,  as  if  fhe  had  ordered  it  in  cxprefe  terms ;  becaufe 
ihc  jmagined  fhe  had  fo  done.  I  am  confident  you 
will  be  of  my  opinion,  fince  you  never  failed,  in  tte 
moft  religous  manner,  to  fulfil  the  will  of  thedcad^ 
which  good  heirs  always  underftand  as  a  law.  lo 
this  our  honour  is  concerned,  which  has  not  leia 
weight  with  you  and  me,  than  a  legal  AecdQity  wtdi 
others.  Let  us  permit  him,  therc7o»,  to  hkvt  his 
liberty.  Let 'him  enjoy  his  legacy,  as  if  Ihe  had 
taken  all  ^proper  fteps  in  his  favour.  By  a  right 
choice  of  executors*  all  proper  fteps  are  taken* 
'  Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  isthe  counterpart  of  the  fixtecnth  cplfflc  in  flie  fe- 
tond  book.  Pliny  will  not  in  the  leaft  rec^e  from  thai: 
glorioui  law,  fproprtam  quondam  legem)  which  he  had  laid 
down  to  himfelf,  in  relation  to  the  will  of  the  dead.  But, 
in  the  cafe  of  Modestus,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  a£b 
in  the  manner  he  intended^  without  the  full  confent  and 
approbation  of  Sabinits,  who,  by  Sabii^a's  will,  was  ap- 
pointed joint  heir  with  our  author.  This  epiftle  is  written 
with  a  view  to  gain  his  collegue's  confent ;  and  the  method 
he  takes,  to  obtain  his  generous  purpofe,  fhews  an  infinite 
deal  of  that  honeft  &ill  and  artifice,  which  are  abfohite^ , 
neoeflary  in  the  cuirency  <>i  bufineis  %yith  mankind.  lie 
begins  by  finding  fault  with  the  determinations  of  the 
lawyers,  whofe  opinions  turned  upon  the  literal  fenfe,  noit 
upon  the  real  intentions,  of  Sabina's  will:  and  from  thcnde 
he  argues,  that  her  heir  ought  to  aft,  as  if  the  due  forms  of 
law  hadheen  executed;  becaufe  the  lady  herielf  imagined, 
that  (he  hai  done  every  thing  neceflar^  to  give  Modestu^' 
his  libeity,  Hethen  puts  Samnus  ia  mind  of  fab  fbnnor 
behaviour,  in  cxecutmg  the  wflls  of  thoie.  perfons,  to 
whom  he  had** been  left  heir;  and  iniifts,  that  a  good  heir^ 
or,  in  other  words,  a  juil  and  upright  man,  will  fulfil  the 
intention  of  the  deceafed  as  minutely,  as'if  it  had  been  cx- 
prefTed  in  fuch  a  legal  manner,  that  the  law  would  enforce 
the  execution.    He  feems  to  have  a  'perfeA  confidence, 

that 
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Aat  Sabxnus  will  ccmcur  with  thde  femtunents :  hrhmeAy^ 
itontinues  our  author,  has  as  full  power  over  usy  as  the. laws 
have  over  other  people.  This  was  a  kind  of  compIiAieht^ 
which  Sabinus  could  not  contradid^  mthottt- denying  him- 
self capitble  of  (b  virtuous  an  adion :  and  therefore '  h^  is 
obliged,  whether  he  will  or  not,  to  aAconftmiably  taPi:i- 
Ky's  inclinations;  who  concludes  his  letter^  Vj^iul  giving 
a  more  enticing  reafon  for  the  joint-heir's- <^impliance^  in 
ibdk  wordji :  Qnnt  enim  qua  bandis  hate  ikg^  i  ^^  Sabm a 
**  had  been  much  more  cautious  and  circiunipe^  in  draw* 
^^  ing,  and  wording  her  will,  had  not  Ihe  fupplied  any  im- 
^  perfeAion  of  that  kind,  by  appointing  men  of  honour  for 
•<  her  heirt-'"  : 

*  The  two  common  methods  among  Ae  Rsmam  of  ghrihg 
liberty  to  their  flaves  were  by  teftament,  or.manumiffion. 
The  words  ufed  in  both  thefe  ceremonies  were,  Hunc  hmm- 
mm  liberum  effi  vok.  The  defcd  of  thefe  words  occafioned 
the  doubt  on  that  part  of  Sabina's  will,  which  was  in  £i- 
Tour  of  MoDESTUS.  But  I  fear  the  examples  have  been 
few,  where  heirs  or  executors  have  imitated  Pliny,'  by 
preferring  equity  and  jaftice  to  the  nice  diilinftions  and  ml- 
nufie  formalities  oi  the  law* 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XL     , 
Pliny  to  Cornelius  Minutianits^ 

HAVE  you  heard  that  Valerius  Licinianus 
has  fet  up  a  fchool  in  Sicily?  I  believe  you 
not  heard  it,  for  the  news  is  frefli.  He,  who 
lately  of  prsetorian  dignity  was  accounted  one  of  the 
beft  pleaders  in  Romcj  is  now  fallen  fo  low>  as, 
from  a  ienacor,  to  become  an  exile ;  from  an  orator, 
a  teacher  of  rhetoric :  infomuch  that  he  himfelf,  ^t 
the  opening  of  his  fchool,  faid  with  a  forrowful  and 
folemn  countenance,  ^^  O  fortune !  what  fport  doft 
«  thou  make  to  thyfelf  ?  Thou  makeft  fenators'  of 
^*  fchoolmafters,  and  fchbolmafters  of  lenators.**  In 
which  expreflion  there  is  fb  much  gall  apd  bittemels, 
that  I  could  almoft  £^)cy  he  fet  up  a  fchool  merely 

to 
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to  have  an 0|^rtunity' of  laying  it.  Ag^n^>hen 
1^  made  his  nrD:  appearance  in  fchoof  j  in  a  Grecian 
dreis,  (for  thoie,  who  are  under  fentence  of  banllh*' 
ment^  have  no  right  to  wear  the  Roman  gown^)  after 
he  was  a  little  compded,  and  had  furveyed  his  hat^t, 
**  I  am,  however,  lays  he,  to  declaim  in  Latin** 

Tlwfc,  you  will  lay,  are  melancholy  and  moving 
Itories.  Yet  he,  who,  by  the  crime  of  inccft,  could 
bring  fuch  a  fcandal  upon  his  profelTion,  certainly  de^ 
fcrved  his  fcntence.  It  is  true,  he  confefled  the  in* 
ceft ;  but  then  it  is  uncertain,  whether  that  confeffion 
proceeded  from  guilt,  or  from  fear  of  greater  punifli- 
ment,  if  he  had  denied  it.  For  Domitian  was  in 
a  very  great  rage  •,  and  that  rage  was  ftiil  encreafed 
by  the  want  of  fufficient  evidence  to  fupport  that 
horrible  fcntence  he  was  determined  to  give.  And 
when  the  emperor  relblved  that  Cornelia,  chirf  of 
the  veftal  viirgins  *,  fbould  be  buried  alive,  as  tlunk-^ 
ing  to  make  his  reign  illuftrious  by  fuch  an  eX'- 
ample  \  he  fummoned,  by  authority  as  high-prieft» 
or,  rather,  by  his  tyrannic  difpofition,  and  the  wan- 
tonncfs  of  an  abfolute  prince,  the  chief  priefts  to 
meet  together,  not  in  the  pontifical  college,  but  at 
his  country-feat  at  Alba  ;  where,  with  a  crime  equal 
to  that  which  he  feemed  to  punifh,  without  citing 
her  to  appear,  or  giving  her  leave  to  fpeak  in  her 
own  defence,  he  condemned  her  of  inceft ;  although 
he  himfelf  had  not  only  been  guilty  of  the  fame 
crime  with  his  brother*s  daughter,  but  had  alfo  been 
the  occafion  of  her  death  \  for  Ihc  died  of  abortion 
in  her  widowhood. 

»  In  the  Oxford  ^6\i\on  6f  PtiNy's  Epiftles,  this  fentcnce  Hands 
thus,  Co.RNBLi  Aiyf  MaxiMillam  VisTALfeM  ;  in  the  edition  by 
LoNGOLiuS)  which  is  here  followed,  Cormeli am  Vestal ium 
MAXiMAM.  This  laft  reading  feems  preferable,  becaufe  Cor- 
KBI.I  A  fayt»  (he  performed  the  facrifice  on  the  day  when  Pomi* 
TiAM  triumphed ;  and  it  may  be  prefumed,  the  chief  priefteis 
officiated  on  fo  joyful  and  fo  folemn  an  occafion. 

*»  Of  fcvcrity. 

Vol.  I.  .2  The 
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The  chief-prielis  were  immrfiately  feht  to  fee  th^ 
fefatehce  againft  Cornelia  put  into  execution.    Shcj 
at  one  time  invoking  Vesta^  and  then  appealing  ta 
the  reft  of  the  gods,  among  other  exclainations^  fre^ 
quently  repeated  this  in  psurticular :  **  CiSSAR  thinks 
"  I  am  ^iity  of  inceft  i  I,  whp  pcrRMntted  the  fa- 
**  cred  ntds  when  he  conquerea  and  tiiiHrtphed/* 
Whether  Bie  meant  this  byway  of  ffiatttery,  or  de- 
rilioh,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  her  o^n  inbbceho^ 
or  a  contempt  of  the  emperor,  is  unceJrtiiih.    Shfe 
continued  crying  out  in  this   manner,   till  Ihe  w^ 
brought  to  die  place  of  execution:  Nvhether gmk5% 
or  otherwife,  I  cannot  tell  -,  cett^nly  flie  was  treated 
as  a  crimihal  ^     As  they  were  letting  ^ler  down  iht^ 
the  cavern,   her  robe  happened  to  catch  hold  <n 
foinethingij  that  hindered  her  defcent;   vipbh  whicft 
ihe  turned  about,  and  difentangled  it ;  and  When  fife 
tacecutioher  would  have  affifted  her  With  his  hairid^ 
Ihc  drxiw  Jicrfelf  hkck  with  hoitor;    reftifing  to  life 
touched  by  hkri,  as  a  defilement  to  her  -puife  "and  un^- 
fobtted  chaftity :   ftill  prefervirig  the  ^peariWKie  iX 
Mtnftity  to  the  laft  moment ;    and,  ifhoiBg  all  thfe 
cither  inftances  of  her  modefty. 

She  took  greiat  care  to  fall  Svith  decency*.     ^ 

Bcfides,  Geler,  the  Roman  khi^t,  who  '^^  ^dv^ 
of  haying  had  criminal  cohverlation  with  her^  wifite 
they  were  fcourging  him  with  rods  in  the  forum,  pef- 
fifted  in  this  cry,  "  What  crime  have  I  committed  ?  I 

«  Here  the  ^arto  edition  of  Pliny's  Epiftlcs  differ  from  all 
the  reft.  The  words,  according  to  Longohus,  are,  Certe  "ian- 
quam  innocens  du&a  eft  ;  which  the  editor  explains  by  faying.  The 

frople  looked  upon  her  as  innocent.     But  the  word  '^ocz-i/j  (whidi- 
have  followed,  according  to  the  Varicrim^  the  Oxford^  and  the 
other  editions)  feems  more  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  epirfle. 
*'  Whether  (he  was  innocent,  or  otherwife,  (fays  Pliny)  1  Ihatt 
V  not  determine  :   certainly  ihe  was  treated  as  guilty." 
*  A  vcrfe  in  the  Hecuba  of  Euripides,  Line  567. 

.    .  <«  have 
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^^  We  ComnUtted  noiic.''  So  that  DoMiTlA*N,  being 
\&,  the  utmoft  rage  at  lying  under  the  in&my  of  fb 
jnpuch  cs^lty  and  kguitice,  fd^s  LictNiANus  for  - 
having  ([^pncealed,  in  onci  tof  liis  fattiis^  i.  freed-w6- 
mah  oelonging  to  Co&NELtA.  (le  was  advifed  by 
thole,  to  whofe  cuftody  he  was  connnnittedj  if  he  had 
a  mind  to  tfcape  ipiviifluBc^t,  to  confefa  the  faftj  as 
a  certain  thelahs  of  crotalnihg  pardon.  Yie  did  fo- 
Herinnius  Sejsecio  (poke  tor,  him,  in  his  abfepce, 
miioh  mr^Sitc  wdrds  of  JHombr, 

iP:47SPf>iv$  is  fnU^n  M 
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for  ho  f^;  <•*  Inftead  of  ;an  advocate,  1  anfi  become 
•«^."  a' nieflenger  pf  hew5;  'Licinianus  has  withdrawn 
*^  hjtnfclf.*  This  was  io  very  a^reeabl6  tbDoMi*^ 
*r I aV,  .  thit  he  could  not  forbear  difcovering  publicjy 
^""iW^.^d  /^y^^&  "  JL^ciNiANus  has  cleared  us. 

44dfd  ^o^  that  the  criminal  ought  not  to  be  too 
xnuch  Cf)prefled,  fmce  he  has  owned  his  guilt ;  and 
■  he  allowed  him  to  cqnvey  away  all  of  his  eflfeftsv  whidh 
he  could  get  together,  before  they  were  confifcated  ; 
and,  as  a  reward,  allotted  him  a  commodious  place 
of  exile  •,  frpm  whence,  by  the  clemency  of  the  em* 
peror  Nerva,  he  was  afterwards  removed  into  Sicily^ 
where  .he  paw  has  fet  up  a  fchool,  and  takes  revenge 
upoii  fortune  by  his.declamations. 

You  ftc  how  readily  I  obey  you,  in*  fending  you 
not  only  the  city  news,  but  all  that  comes  from  a- 
broad  •,  and  fo  minutely,  as  to  trace  every  incident 
from  its  be^ning  :  And  indeed  I  imagined,  as  you 
were  abfent  at  that  time,  you  might  have  heard  no-* 
thing  more  of  Licinianus,  than  that  he  was  banifti- 
ed  for  inceft  ;  for  report  acquaints  us  only  with  the 
fubftance  x>f  things,  without  particulars.  I  deferve, 
in  my  turni  an  account  from  you  of  every  tranfadion 

•  Iliad  xriil.  ii.  jtf.  • 

Z4  '  in 
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in' your  town  and  neighbourhood,  whefeTortlcthm^ 
remark^le  often  happens.  In  fhort,  you  liiay  writfc 
to  me  what  you  pleafe,  .provided  youi:  letter  be  a& 
long  as  mine  ;  for  I  iha^  not  only  comit  the  pages^ 
but  the  lines  and  iyllables.    Farewell.    ^  >  ^^ 

OBSERVATIONS.      '      '■ 
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(  Yhis  epifBe  fett  forth  to  us  one  of  tfie  in&ny  itiftaaces, 
(hocking  to  human  nature,  of  Domitian's  dHifelty.  StJS- 
ToNius  fays,  that  the  profecution  of  Cornelia  was  re* 
vived  by  that  emperor  a  confiderable  time  after  -flie  had  been 
tried  and  acquitted.  His  words  are,  Cornbliam  virginem 
MMxinum  akfrlstam  ^Umid^lwgo  intirvalb-Vepetiiamfitfu^ 
tmtwSam  defadi  imteravit* :  ^^  He  ordered  CoB^NEM  a,  the 
'**  chief  of  the  vcitals,  formerly  acquitted,  »rid  afterwards 
***  brouj^ht  forth  and  coftvifted,  to  be  buried  alive*"  Thia 
^circumrouice,  although  omitted  by  Plxky,  becaufe  t^e  epi- 
'ftle  is,  pri^baUy^  written  to  a  perfon  wen  acquainted  With 
ii)at  particular,  renders  tivs  pTbftdution  more  fanguinary^ 
and  heightsns  the  Veftal's  diftrels  :  for  fureIy^it:waB  unfortu- 
nate, to  have  cfcaped  a  Nbro,  only  to  nil  ibya  DoMt- 

"TIAN.  »;,••.- 

*  AhfiKtem  Inauditamqut  dumnavit  incefti :  f*^,  AJbfent  and 
*<  unheard  as  flie  was,  he  condemned  her  of  inqeft.^  By 
what  law,  or  by  what  precederft,  tiie  tyrant  proceeded  in 
the  condemnation  of  Cornelia,  'dt]ies  not  appear.  '  Licm^ 
$U  domini  feems  to  have  been  the  rule  of  his  eovermnent. 
But,  in  the  time  of  Nero,  vire  find,  ■  that  the-'^wmi/ix  were 
particularly  cautious  of  putting  any.  perfon  to  drath^  with- 
out fufficient  proof  and  a  fuU-hearmg.  oJx  2r4v  l!t(^>  'Pfit* 
fMUQii  ^agi^triou  Tiv«  £v6gwrov  eU  difrdXuotVy  vrf^v  n  o  xoi* 
rnyo^ifAiv^  xari  irfitroiTrov  ixfii  ri^  xotmyipiiy  roxov  n 
MQKoyloLq  xdSo^  ttijI  tJ  lyxA»f]^«T(^  *.     We.  niay  learn 

^  SuBTON.  Domitian,  cap.  8.  Here  the  lady  is  called  Cornelx* 
AM  MAxiMAM.  Tacitus  tfUs  US*  ftie  WW  01  the  C^<Mr  family  : 
QoKV&hiAfxJami/idCofforum,  Tacit.  Annal.  15. 
.  i  A€U,  chap.  XXV.  f,  16.  //  //  not  the  manner  tf'tbe  Rodduif » 
io  deH<ver  any  man  to  die  before  that  he^  tjohicb  is  accnfid^  banjt  the 
atcufire  fact  to  face^  and  haw  licence  $9  anfwcrjor  himfelf^  C9U* 
uningthi  crime  laid  againfl  him* 

firooi 
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!f ojti  behce,;  by  what  large  flridcs  tyranny  makes  its  way  to 
uncontrollable  power.  In  the  reign  of  Nero  fbme  kind  of 
juftice  was  ^ill  preferved.  Accufers,  although  falfe,  were. 
brought  before  the  accufed,  who  had  leave  to  fyesJc  and  to. 
defend  themfelves,'  with  all  their  force  of  eloqiience,  or  cf 
innocence.  But  in  the  reign  of  Domitian,^  even  the  pa* 
rade  of  equity  difappeared,  the  fliadow  of  juftice  vanifhed, 
and  the  footfteps  of  decency  and  humanity  were  obliterated, 
and  funk  into  deftru6tion. 

Blandiens  hac^  an  irridensy  duFtum  eft  :  <<  It  is  doubtful, 
^  whether  flie  faid  this  to  footh,  or  to  deride."  The  fup- 
pofition  of  PiiNY,  that  the  words  of  Cornelia  wexe  fpolcB 
in  a  flattering^  or  in  a  deriding'manner,  does  not  JTeem  per^ 
fe6Hy  well  groimded.  Flattery  and  jefHng  were  equally  un- 
ieofonable  at  luch  a  time ;  nor  does  the  fcntcnce  import  any 
littn^more^  than. what  b  likely  to  have  fallen  from  a  per- 
fon  m  her  circumftances.  It  is  a  fblemn  proteftation  of  her 
innocence,  and  an  appeal  to  heaven  for  the  truth  of  her 
aflbtion.  The  gods  had  ci^owned  her  vows  with  fucceis,  and 
dven  CjesAr  a  vidlorious  triumph.  ^^  Can  it  be  imagined,^ 
^  faysihe,  that  the  all-iighteous  deities  would  have  heard 
•*  my  prayers,  if  I  had  performed  the  facred  rites'  with  in- 
^^  cefluou^  hands  ?"  This  appears  to  be  the  genuine  fenfe  of 
Cornelia's  fpeech ;  and  the  inference,  that  ihc  endeavours 
to  draw  of  her  own  virtue,  is  extremely  natural  and  unaf^ 
(eSttA.  Her  behaviour  at  the  concluding  f(pen9  of  her  life  ia 
great  and  decent.  Her  abhorrence  of  the  tough  of  the  exe* 
cutioner,  ai;id  her  care  to  gather  her  robe  round  h^r,  and 
to  die  with  the  modefly  (he  had  lived,  is  highly  becoming 
the  charaftcr  of  a  Vefbd  virgin.  The  fubjeft  matter  of  the 
whole*  c{»fHe  is  extremely  curious,  and,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  mores  our  pity  towards  Cornelia,  it  raifes  our  in* 
4igni4on  againft  Dqmitian. 

EPISTLE    XII. 

Pliny   to  Arrianus. 

YOU  love  Egkatius  Marcellinus,  and  often 
conunend  him  to  me.  You  will  love  and  com-^ 
mend  him  niore*  when  you  knoiy  what  he  has  lately 
done.    Whpp  he  went  queftor  .to  his  province,  thQ 

Z  3  fecretary. 
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fecrctary,  who  was  rfloGCcd  him,   dying  before  the 

time  that  his  iaiary  b^carfte  due,  MARCELLifms  wSi 
6f  Dpinioh,  and  thought  it  jiMt,  dikt  the  motitf^ 
*hich  he  had  taken  to  gay  l|hat  leer etory,  oi^ht  Dpf 
to  rcfnaifi  ^iii  liis  hands.  On  his  retuin,  theretorc^  Kc 
firft  applied  to  the  emperor,  and  a&srwarda^  by  the 
emperor's  command^,  confulted  the  ionate^  ho^  he 
mould  difpofe  of  the  falary.  It  was  a  ^ftii^n  of  iiPAt 
ccmliqueftce,  but  ftill  it  w^s  a  qucftioft;  '  1^  heirs 
off  the  fecrctary  clainied  it  for  themfelyes  }  the  tirea^ 
ftiWrs,  for  the  exchequer.  The  caiife  was.pleadeil, 
The  advocate  for  the  heirs  argued  firft  j  then  the  adr 
vpcate  for  the  people  :  both  extremeiy.  "WciL  C^c*- 
ilus^T^A^o  was  of  opinion,  that  it;fhou]d  be  pai4 
fnto  the  tres^ury  ;  Bmbiits  Macei^,  lim  it  fliould 
be  given  to  the  heirs.     Strabo  prevailed.  • 

■  Give  Marcellinus  his juftpraife,  as!  did,  lVrth- 
put  hefitiitiori.  For  although  it  has  been  amply  fuffi^ 
dj^nt  for.  lilm,  to  find  his  aftion  approved  py  the 
emperor  and  die  fenate,  yet  he  will  be  much  cejoioed 
Xq  luve  your  commendati(»i.  AH  thoi^,  who  eoutt 
^ory  and  iime,  are  wonderfully  delighwd  with  the 
approbation,  and  praifes,  6ven  of  the  teller  degrees 
pf  men  : '  but  MARtrELLitiirs  reveres  '^n  In  fiith'a 
hrinner,  thpt  he  wUl  receive '&e  hlgjibU'r^tiSf^^^ 
It'om  .your  judgenient,  To  this  we  may  add, '  that  tf 
he  ^w^  an  accpunt  pf  liis  behaviowr.  h;wl  tr«ydJ/e4 
^:&r^  Jiie:mufl  neceiSuliy  be  elated  at  tfaeritadi, 
fwjftnels,  and  progrefs  of  his  fame.  Fap^  I  know^ 
not  the  reafon,  the  extent  of  their  reputation  pleafes 
men  more  than  even  the  real  grcacnels  of  it.  FarewelJ, 

O  B  S  E  R  VAT  I  6  N  S. 

"The  love  bf  detraaion  is  To  general,  I  had  alrhpft  faid,  lb 
fafliionable  a  vicfe,  that  we  "are  really  "furpfizfed'tb  meet 
with  a  dJ<J)ofition  entiMy  averfe  to  envy  ^rtd'iwilevoience. 
This  ^ejfch  epiftle  is  an  example  of  that  fsiniealar  fpecies 
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of  ^ood-nature,  which  takes  pleafure  in  praifing  every  thing 
that  has  the  le^  A]^earance.of  virt^ie :  f»r  furely  our  au- 
thor muft  haye  felt  great  delight  in  fettin^  oft^^to  advantage 
all  gpQd  a6tions^  when  he.  cpmmends  MAHC^LiiNUs  for 
not  Keepihg  a*fum'Of  moniey',  to  which*  he  had  no  fort  of 
pretence.  If  he  had  kept  it,  he  rnight  probably  have  beo^ 
pqnifl^ed  ^jRir  epGibe^zlin^  the  public  trea&res.  ''  it  is  not  im- 
pflffible)  ti^t,  ^  the  time  when  this  epiftle  was  written, 
^p  qi)efters,  and  qtbs^  <#cprs  ^n  poorer,  ^bo  had  pppdrtn** 
^iti^  of  engro^i)g  .th.9  public  nioney^  and  conver^og  it  tQ 
t^eir  own  ufe,  geneially  yielded  to  ^he  temptatiqn,  'wh£in<- 
rver  it  fell'ip' their  way.  Pliny,  therefore,  thints  Mail-. 
CEtLiKus  ^(igiit  to  receive  encomiums,  as  he  isdtftinguifh- 
^,  even,  by  a  negative  virtue,  from  the  iniquitous  herd, 
iPut  ^thpiigh  1U1  abftinence  from  evil  has  fome  refemblance 
$Q  y^C)  yet  if  is  only'  the  refemblance  of  a  ghoft  to  a 
)x)4v9  ap  airy  Ijl^eft  mtfaout  any  fplidity;  the  fliadow 
Kvitnout  die  futi^afice. 

The  public  officers,  fqch  as  the  fdilesj  prators^  and  qum^ 

Jtoriy  had  each  of  them  a  fecre^y,  who,  during  the  time 

lie  exercifed  the  prpfeiBIon  of  a  fcribe,  was  not  permitted  to 

the  jDHanagement  of  any  employment  in  the  ftate.    It  ap* 

pears  froAi  this  letter,  that  diefe  fcribes  were  paid  at  ftated 

times  of  the  year,  and  if  they  died  before  the  day  of  pay- 

inent,  nodding  could  be  demandejd.  ,  The  fame  is  the  cafe 

of  9ur  ofiiP^rs,  who  have  yearly  falaries;  and  with  j^I  other 

annuitant^,  where  the  paynients  are  on  any  fixed  days*   But 

it  would  have  been  a  much  more  laudable  adion  in  l^Gr 

NATius,  if  he  had  made  up  to  the  heirs  of  the  fecretary 

the  lofs,  they  fuftained  by  the  fenate's  decree.     And  cer- 

.  lainly  it  would  have  been  no  more  than  common  equity  in 

(hat  venerable  body,  to  h^ve  allowed  to  the  reprefentatives 

of  this  man,  even  to  a  day,  the  wages  he  had  earned  by  his 

labour.    From  the  whole  tenor  of  Pliny's  conduit.  We 

need  be  under  no  difficulty  to  determine,  in  what  (nanner  h^ 

would  have  a£bd  in  fuch  circumftances, 
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ftl^y   to  CoRNEI,  XUS   TaCI  TU8^. 
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IAtn  extremely  glad  tx)  hear  you  we  come  fafe  to' 
tOMm.  Your  arrival,  though  always  defirafble^  is 
at  this  time  more  particularly  welcome^  I  fllali  ^1 
flay  fome  few  days  in  Tufcuiumy  that  I  vdif  finiih  4 
fmall  vfork  ^  which  I  have  in  hand ;  for  I  am  afnud, 
if,  I  ihould  now  break  off  my  purfuit,  Jyft  whcst  I 
have  brought  it  near  an  end,  I  fhould  find  a  difficulty 
in  taking  it  up  again.  In  the  mean  while,  that  I 
may  lofe  no  time,  I  write  this  precuifory  ktteir,  tp 
intimate  a  requeil,  which  I  muft  urge  perlbnally 
when  we  meet.  But  firft  hear  the  re^on  of  my 
afking,  and  then  what  it  is  I  ajk. 

When  I  was  laft  in  my  own  country ',  a  fon  ^  of 
ooe  of  my  fellow  citizens  came  to  fee  me.  I  aiked 
him,  ^*  ^Dp  you  jiudy  ?"  He  anfwcrcd,  '<  Tes  :'^ 
?'  Whire  r  «  Jt  Mediolanum '  :'*  '<  IVhy  not  here  ?'' 
To  which  his  father  aniwered,  (for  his  father  was 
with  him,  and  had  introduced  the  yopth  to  me) 
"  \Beeaufe  we  have  no  preceptors  here!'*  *'  Why  hav( 
**  you  not  ?  for  it  much  concerns  you  who  are  fatherSj* 
(and  ipany  parents  happened  luckily  to  be  prcfent) 
fo  have  your  fons  educated  here^  preferabfy  to  any 
other  place.  For  where  ^an  thtf  reftde  more  to  their 
*f  fatisfa^Uony  than  in  their  native  country  ?  ft^here  can 
*^  they  be  bred  up  more  virtuoujly^  than  under  the  eye 
^'  of  their  parents  ?  or  with  lefs  expence^  than  at  home  ? 
*'  Upon  what  eafy  conditions  might  you  have  preceptors 

>  A  temple  at  Tifernum  Tiherinum.  See  Epillle  the  firft  of  th^j 
book.    /  }  Cpmum, 

'F  Municipis  mei  filius  Pratextatus.  A  ypath  v^earing  the 
gown,  fiaHed  Pratexta  ;  a  vcft,  edged  with  a  purple  border,  worn 
till  abpot  the  age  of  fifteen.  The  word  Pr^textaius  cannot  well 
\f^  fpndcrcd  ioto  Engjiib.        '.  \  MiUn.  I 

-  **  brought 


'CC 


cc 


BOOK    W.'       ^  9»i 

*•  ircugbt  hither?  What  afmall  additional expence mufi 

"  you  be  at^  above  what  it  already  cofts  you  in  ymar 

•^  childrens  lodgings^  dietj  and  other  neceJfarieSj  which 

**  are 'now  all  bought  abroad  ?   For  my  party  Ij, who 

*'  have  no  children^  but  conjider  my  country^  as  my  child 

^^'Or-i^ parent^  am  ready  to  contribute  or  third  pari  of 

^^  the  fum:^' which  you  Jhall  think  proper  to  eftablijk 

♦*  upon  this  occafion.    I  woiild  even  promife  to  be  at  thi 

*^  whole  expence^  did  I  not  fear  that  fuch  a  donatio^ 

**  might  be  corrupted^  and  made  to  ferve  prrva^^^erefts : 

^*  H^cb  J  fee  happen  in  many  piaces^,  whete  preceptors 

are  chofen  by  the  public,  ^bere  is  but  this  one  remedy 

to  obviate  the  evil.     If  the  right  of  choice  be  left  en^ 

•*  tirely  to  the  parents^  their  care^  in  that  choice^  will 

*'  be  ftill  augmentedy  by  the  necefftty  they  are  under  of 

*•  contributing  towards  it :  |  For  thofe^  who  perhaps 

*^  would  be  negligent  in  4^ther  people s  expences^  wiU  cer-^ 

tainly  be  eareftdht  their  own :  and  will  ufe  their  ut* 

moft  eridea^ourSy  that  the  perfon^  who  is  to  receivs 

his  falary  from  me^  Jhdl  be  worthy  ofit^  becaufe  their 

own  Jhare  is  likewife  to  be  paid,    therefore  confuk^ 

**  and  come  to  fome  determination  among  yourfelvesj  and 

♦^  let  my  exatf^le  infpire  you^  and  be  ajuredj  that  the 

larger  Hey  part  of  the  contribution  Jhall  bCj  the  better 

I  Jhall  be  pleafed.     Tou  can  do  nothing  more  honour^ 

•*  fible  fqr  your  children ;  nothing  more  grateful  to  your 

•*  country.    Let  thofe^  who  are  born  here^  be  educated 

**  here\  thai  from  their  infancy  they  may  love  their  na^ 

*'  tive  foily    by  living  in  it.     And  I  wijh  you  could 

draw  hither  fuch  eminent  majiers^  as  Jhould  make 

the  Jiudies  here  fought  after  by  neighbouring  cities  % 

fo  thaty  as  your  children  are  now  fent  to  other  places^ 

"  other  people* s  children  may^  hereafter ^  refort  to  this.** 

I  thoi%ht  it  ncceflary  to  repeat  this  converfation 

circumftantialljr,  and  from  the  beginning  j  that  you 

iriay  the  better  judge  how  grateful  it  would  be  to 

mcy  if  you  will  undertake  what  I  enjoin.    For  the 

importance  of  the  affair  makes  qoe  both  enjoin,  and 

^ntrea; 
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eptseftt  you»  that  out  of  this  numerpu^  cchi^qpw^  d 
jbarned  men>  who  a0enibjb  about  you,  from  ^  t^mi- 
ratioa  of  your  great  abiliue^,  yo^  would  look  put 
ibme  matters  worth  fQllicitinjg :  'With,  this,  xcfervc 
however,  that  1  ihall  not  be  tied  dQWHEito  wy  parti- 
cular nun:  for  I  leave  the  parents  K)  full  lilw$y: 
let  them  judge ;  let  diem  chufe  •,  I  Uyi^a^m*  to  nd- 
thing  hut  the  care  and  expence.  Theneforc  if  one 
fiiould  be  found,  whoxelies  on  his  qwa  genius,  Ijfofil- 
cientlv  for  the  tafk,  let  him  go  thither,  under  jdm 
reftriaion,  that  he  bqilds  upon  no  certainty^  :but  his 
own  abilities.    Farewell. 

*       ■  * 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  epiftle  requires  no  annotations;  the  ftibjed  matter 
of  it,  the  npble  gift  intwded,  an4  the  unaffe^Ud.oigniiicence 
of  the  donor,  are  all  evident,  and  muft  ftand  confefied  to 
fvery  eye*  Comments  would  rather  eclipfe,  th^  augment 
their  glory.  The  generous  reader  will  fliew  his  adqitratio^ 
of  pLiNY,  by  imitating  the  noble  example :  but  the  mijer 
jwill  ftill  remain  the  mifer^  in  fpite  of  Pliny,  Or  any  other 
author  whatever. 

The  eishth  epiftle  of  the  firft  book  ought  to  have  been 
placed  fubfequent  to  this  letter.  Pliny  there  telis  Pompei* 
fjs  SatuRNINUS,  *'  that  he  has  given  a  library  to  the  citi-- 
^^  ^ns  of  Comum  :"  And  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  hd  |ave 
a  library  to,  that  city,  till  he  had  eftablifhed  ftudenjts  theji^ 
to  enjoy  it. 

EPISTLE     XIV. 

Pliny  /^Paternvs, 

\  CCORDING  to  cuftom,  you  wiil  probably 
\jt\  defire  and  expeft  fome  of  my  performances  at 
the  oar  i  but  inftead  of  them,  I  fend  you  ibme  of  my 
moil  ludicrous  pieces,  a  f<»t  of  rare  and  foreign  cti- 
fiofitie^,     Yovv  will  receive  «^itb  this   letter  fome 
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^  bisfidecafytkhU  varies  ;  the  Mhufemchts  of  -my  Icifoife 
ho^rs,    whilft  I  ^as  ridinjg  irr  my  chariot,   or  was 
bathing,   or  tet  tah*ei.     Ih  thcfe  apjjear  my;  'fo^rti, 
my  pafttrties,  wy  ioveis,  my  j^efe,  my  t»mplaijnd, 
imy  anger  5  defcribed  ibmtediiiles'ih  an  huniblcr,  fome- 
tifiies  in  a-  l6ftier  fl*ain,  -antf,  by  Ae  variety,  I  erf- 
deivour^  Aat  feme  tof  them  fhould  be  relimable  tb 
Wie  tafljd,   feme  te  another  t   fome,  {)erhaps,   nxav 
^kade  iaU.    Bvfc  if  Uiy  of  theiil  feem  too  ught  anOi 
^iry,  a  man  df  your  reading  will:  eafily  recblleft,  thA 
die  grtatefl^  ''aria  ^aveft  aiithors,  who  have  written 
in  this  way,  have  not  only  made  trhdice  of  waiitoh 
fubje<9s,  out  have  been  very  plain  and  open  in  thfeir 
jbxpreffions,  A  liberty,  of  which  I  have  abridged  my- 
fctf,  hot  out  of  greater  gravity,  (for  where  fhould  I 
have  it  ?)  but  becaufe  I  am  more  timorous  than  they 
were.    Otherwife  I  am  fcriiHe,  that  the*  rule  lam 
down  by  CAttj'LLW,  concerning  thcfe  litde  perfornfi* 
^ndes,  isavcryjiiftone.  ^ 

Chajfte  as  a  veftal,  let  your  poet  be. 

But  not  a  foe  to  mirth  and  g^ety :  *. 

Some  lufcious  turns,  which  profe  will  not  permit. 

May  pieafe  in  verfe,  and  only  pafe  for  wit.  '  ^' 

How  much  I  value  your  judgement,  .you  may 
jtam  from  hence,  that  i  had  rather  yoU  would  ^Vp 
a  ftrifl:  examination  to  all  thefe  performances  tpgc^ 
ther,  than  only  to  feleft  fome  few  among  them; for 
applaufe.  *  And  indeed,  pieces,  written  in  the  ut- 
moft  exadtnefs,  ceafe  to  appear  io^  when  compared 
with  others,  that  are  as  good.  Befidcs,  a  critic  of 
fenfe  and  knowledge  ought  not  to  compare  works  of 
a  diffcitnt  nature  with  each  other  j  b\it  to. examine 

^  So  railed  from  .their  meafare,  cpnfilHng  of  eleven  fyllablea* 
"•The  Lffiianfftfrt^^^y  by  Catuljlvs^  is  in  that  metre. 

Pj^lor  delicia  irieae  pnellap. 

every 
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jtverf  piece  by  itfelf ;  and  not  judge  uttfkvour^jT  ^ 
any  performanoe,  if  it  be  peneft  in  its  kind.  But 
why  fhould  I  (ay  more  i  For,  to  excufe  or  to  comr 
mend  trifies,  by  a  long  preface,  is  ftiU  more  trifiif^ 
pr  one  thing  however  it  fe^ms  necefl^  to  adv^rt^ 
ypu:  i  .  I  intend  to  entid^  thefe  worthiefs  toys, .  Hender 
itafjUabks :  a  tide,  which  has  referenqe;  only  to  the 
metre.:  So  that  you  may  call  them-.epigraltns,  or 
idylls^  or  edosues,  or,  as  many  will,  Uttle  poems, 
or  whatever  elfc  you  pteafe :  I  only  oflSar  you  hendic^. 
f/Uabk  yerfes.  I  mufl  entreat,  from  your  finceritv^, 
^ihat  you  would  Ipeak  your  judgement  as  fvGUf, 
jtq  me  ujpoa  my  book,  as  you  would  exprefs  it  ts^ 
<)Hicrs.^  nor  is  there  any  difficulty  in  what  I  defire  \ 
for  if  this  were  the  beft,  or  the  onjy  work,  that  I 
liave  given  to  the  public,  it  might  ieem  too  harib, 
perhaps,  to  lay,  "  feefcout  fome  other 'employment  ;'* 
^but  it  "is  very  confiftent  with  good  nature  arid  good 
breeding  to  (ay,  '*'you  have  a  bri^ter  Iphcrc  tQ 
•*  fhine  in.'*    Adieu- 

.  ■  •  ■•  ■      A 

-     .-      '  ■  •  "  .  ■ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

■  * 

»  •  .  .  .  ■  ■ 

*  

PLiky  ftands  in  great  need  of  an-excufe  for  employing 
his  time  in  the  manner  mentioned  to  Paternus.  It  is  very 
jdiftafteful  to  iee  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  er avity,  taking  delight 
in  trifles,  thajt  tend  rather  to  vitiate,  than  to  amule  toe  mind; 
And  indeed, ^Pli NY  feems  fufpicious,  at  the  latter  end  olT 
this  epifflc,  that  his  friend  Paternus  will  fcarcc  approve 
of  fuch  very  loofe  and  idle  performances,  as  are  now  ottisred 
CD  his  penilal. 

..  Ego  tat^um  henderajyllabos  prarfle :  *'  I  only  lay  before  yo« 
^^  hendecafyllahles."  Scaliger,  in  his  defcrjption  of  chat 
Species  of  poetry  diflinguiihed  by  the  name  of  HendecafyUabii^ 
concludes  l^y  iaying ;  Lafcivi  emm  maxim  omnium JunU  ^Jj 
hus  igitur  ohma  canen  liter et.  Omnibus  quoaue  modis  ^  pojp^ 
a  ificere  judiciorunt :  ''  They  are  the  moft  lafcivious  of  any 
^  fpecie^  of  tooetry.  In  them,  the  poet  has  a  licenfe  to  fii^g 
**  all  kinds  ot  fubjefls.  And  no  manner  of  ffyle  were  thought 
'•indecent  or  improper/- 

Tbc 
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•  The  natural  turn  of  PlinyV -genius  Ibenutof  hare' bMi 
£tttd  for  woriu  of  ferioOfncfs  unci  importince.  His  coteiiH 
pQraries  wpre  of  .the.  fame  opinion  ^  as  we  may'leam^fromrm 
letter  to  Cafjto^  which  weihall  (eebereafteri  and  wbcRb 
)|j5gins,  SuadfSs  Mt/biftoriam  firihqm^  i^  fuadit,n(^,Jobii^ 
Muhi  Hqc  the  p^e  monuirimt!' :  *•  You  perfuade  me  to  un-; 
.^'deitake  a  hiftory :  nor  is  your  advice  firigle:  many  of  m 
**'  friends  encdurage  me  in  the  &me  attempt/*  The-^«2^ 
fia  of  the  moft  decent  poetry  were  not  the  plroper.  athdei^ 
teents  of  an  hiftorian,  'i;i4iofe  lei(iire  hours  ought  to  be  em* 
ployed  upon  ib^y  and  fubUme  fub|e£b,  in  eYery-kicd. ;  H^t 
ought  PLiNY^,to,Jb^ve  defpended  b  low,  as  tQ  imitate^ the 
^pigrammatif:  turpf, of  Catullus,  when  his  emulati^  had 
riled  him  to  aim  at  the  oratorical  %Ic  of  Cice&o.  ^  '  ''  ^ 
'  J1^  epiftle  is  ah  in{bnce,i  that  it  is  as  abfolutely  neceflaij 
for  us;  to  be  as  Wary  afad  confiderate  in  our  choke  of  propipr 

amufements,  as  of- proper  fhidies. 

,     '.  ...  ■  ■   •  ■..•■-.'..' 

.      «*  Lib.  V.  £p«  8, 
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'       EPISTLE    XV. 
Pliny  to  Minutius   Fundanus* 

IF  I  am  governed  by  judgement  in  any  one  parti- 
cular, iris  in  the. lingular  affe£bion  I  bear  Asinius 
RuFus.  He  is  a  moft  extraordinary  man  :  and  a 
great  lover  of  all  good  men :  for,  why  may  I  not 
number  myfelf  among  thofe,  who  are  good  ?  He  is 
alfo  intimately  acquainted  with  Cornelius  Tacitus  i 
Whofe  great  charader  you  know.  If,  therefore,  both 
of  us  are  in  your  favour,  you'  muft  neceflarily  enter- 
tain the  fame  fentiments  of  Rufus  as  of  us  j  fincc 
likenefs  of  manners  is  the  ftrongeft  cement  of  fricnd- 
Ihips.'  He  hath  many  children  :  for,  even  in  this 
relpeft,  he  has  difcharged  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen ; 
and,  was  by  no  means  unwilling  to  have  his  wife 
prolific,  even  in  an  age,  when  a  fingle  child,  (fuch 
are  the  advantages  of  being  childlels)  is  thought  a 
burthen.    But  he  has  deipifcd  thde.  faftxions,  arid  is 

become 
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become  a  grandfather.  His  ^grandchUdren  are.  by 
ISaturi^s  Firmus  s  ^hom  you  will  lovC)  a&  I  dd» 
when  you  come  to  look  nearer  into  him.  Thefe  par^ 
dculam  are  not  impertirtMt :  a^  they  tfeiid'  to  inKH^ 
you'hdw  extenfivc,  ^and  how  numerous  a  femily^  ycm 
iriay  oblige  by  a  fingje  favour.  Which  I  am  induct 
to'alk,  firft,-  by  my  >5^ihe$^  nqxt,  by  the  certabty  erf 
a  good  omen* 

.  I  rejoice,  and  foreibe,  that  you  wiU  bt  conful  SMfsst 
year  ;  for^  your  virtues,  ^  and  the  judgement  of  1^ 
emperor  lead  me  to  prophefy.  It  iik)Uld  concur  csb^ 
Ifenacly  well,  if  AsiNii-oa  TBasst/Sjj'  die  eldcft  ibn  (tf 
Rurus,  ^re  queftor  die  fiime  year  :'  A  young  man  J 
(I  kflb*r  not  whether  I  ftould  fay,  w^t  the  father 
defires  me  to  think,  and  % ,'  but  ^the  ^<)defty  of  dxe 
fon  forbids  j  preferable  even  to  his  father.  Although 
I  never  fail  to  find  credit  with  you  in  every  thing, 
yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe  me  concerning  an  abfent 
perfon,  that  he  has  fo  much  induftry^  probity,  learn- 
ing, genius, '  application,  and  memory,  as  you  will 
find  in  him  upon  trial.  ♦  .  .  - 

I  wilh,  our  age  was  fo  produftive  of  men  of  good 
qualities,  that  feme  might  be  found,  whopi  yoa 
ought  to  prefer  to  Bassus.  Let  me  t6en,  firft,  per- 
fuade  and  adviie  you,  to  examine  carefully,  and  tb 
be  long  in  confidering,  the  perfon  you  (hould  chufe. 

But  I  will  boaft  no  more .  of  my  friend  :  I  wiH 
only  fay,  that  he  is  a  young  man,  worthy  to  be  *-: 
dopted  by  you  ;  after  the  manner  of  our  anceftoii  i 
in  the  place  of  a  fon.  For  wife  men,  like  you, 
ought  to  receive  children  from  the  commonwealth  5 
fuch,  as  we  wifh  to  receive  from  nature. 

It  will  be  honourable  to  you,  when  conful,  to  have 
a  queftor,  whofe  father  is  of  the  praetorian,  and* 
whofe  relations  are  of  confular  dignity  ;  and  who, 
though  yet  but  a  youth,  is,  in  their  judgement,  an 
honour  to  their  family.  Therefore  indulge  nxy  ^c- 
fires,  follow  my.  advice  \  aad  above  all  things  par« 

don 
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don  me,  if  I  fetm  too  forward.  Firft^  bccattfe  tvtry  ' 
man^s  love  gen^nilly  outruns  his  wUhes  3  and  neict» 
bfecaufe  ih  a  city,  '^he^e  all  things  aiie  carriiix}  on  by 
the  ear-linefs  i^  the  application,  tbofe,  who  Wait  for 
the  propei;  tiniie,  of  folliciting,  coitiie  too  late :  laffily, 
tJvQ  j^ewi99|>tipti  pf  obtaining  what  we  delire  gives 
III  ^reat  pkafure. .  Let  Bass  us  nevere  you,  as  conful ; 
and'  let  him  be  r^^arded  by  you,  as  queftcM: :  and 
tikus  peitldrut.  me,  '^hd  have  a  moft  fincere  alfedkm 
for  ybu  both,  t6  enjoy  a  double  fetisfiiaion :  foi-  ai 
you  and  B AS'^.  .ajfe  fo  equally  dear  to  me,  that  I 
fhalL  employ  flli,  ;theTOwrf,  induftfV,  tod  inteftji  j[ 
^V^Qi.  M  Df omoting  nini  to  whomfoeyer  he  hapj^ens 
tobe  (^ueftor  &  and- likewise  in  aflii^ng  your  quefijc^^ 
whoever  lie  ihall  be*,  fo  :flmll  I  haVe:great  joy^  if  my 
e»de&V6ur^,  and  bodi  the  llrtogth  of  my  friendihip^ 
and  your  cdnfuHhip,  ihouW  i*ll  unite  ki  fertiiig  the 
fartft  ^biif^  mail  ?  especially  if  my  entreaties  ih^ 
obtain  your.  aHili^nce  for  him  :•  you,  to  whofe  votfc 
tbfi  fenate  will  mod  willingly  acquicfces  and  to 
whofe  teftinriony  they  wiU  give  the  g^eateft  credit. 
Fafrewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It  appears  from  this  letter  to  Fundanus,  that  the  confiA 
dc^  ufually  iiamed  his  queftor,  and  the  fenate  approved, 
br  Hifapproved  his  cJioice.  But  there  is  a  fentence  in  thb 
fepiftle,  fo  extremely  dark  and  intricate,  that  it  is  very  difficuft 
to  ftrifee  but  the  leaft  light  from  it;  or  to  guefs  what  gavfe 
rife  to  fuch  an  aflertion. 

Pliny,  among  other  commendations  of  Asinius  Ru- 
Fus,  (ays,  "  that  he  took  pleafure  in  finding  himfclf  the 
*•  father  of  a  numerous  ofFspring,  ahhough  the  age  he  lived 
•'  in  gave  rewards  to  thofe  \mo  had  no  children  5  and 
•*  therefore,  even  one  fon  only  was  looked  upon  as  a  bur- 
"  then  «.'* 

®  FcEcanditate  uxoris  large  frai  voluit,  eo  feculo,  quo  pleri.'- 
^ue  etiam  iiiigulos  filios  orbicacis  prsmia  graves  faciunt. 

%  The 
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'  The  Pramia  orUtatis  ^e  h  contnpy  to  all  die  knowft 
jnaxims  of  the  Romans^  in  their  moft  abandoned  tiin^>  tbaC 
It  is  fcarce  po(fibie  to  furmife,  what  our  author  hints  at  io 
this  particular. 

In  all  the  traces  of  antiquity,  we  fhali  conftantlv  fihd,  dut 
the  antients  paid  great  regard  to  matrimony,  and  great  ho* 
nours  to  prolific  perfons.  The  jus  tritm  tilirorum^  (privi-* 
leges  granted  to, the  fathers  of  three  children)  hai  been  aU 
xeady:  touched  up6n  K  And,  if  I  miflilce  .iiot,  there  were 
Jaws  made  to  compel,  or  at  leaft  to  encourage  perfons  to 
marry.  -Kennst,  in  his  Hfiman  Jntiqidtus^  mk  UH.it  wat 
iifual  for  the  cenfors  to  lay  a  fine  on  old  bfttphelon  ;•  and 
DioNYsius  Halica&kasseus  mentions  an  old  CQC^tu* 
tion,  by  which  all  perfons  of  fuU  age  were  obliged  to^'marry « 
But  the  firft  law  of  certainty,  amoi^  the  Rmmns^  was 
made  by  Augustus  %  in  the  year  of  Rmm  feven  hundred 
and  thirty  fixi  which  law  was  otfterwards  improved  in  the 
Tear:  (even  hundred,  and  fixty  two ;  and  dierein  are  contained 
•both  rewards  and  punifhments.  The  rewards  were,  that 
ma^ftratea  fhould  take  place  according  to  the  number  of 
.theu:  children ;  and  a  iparried  man  befodre  a  batchelor  |  and 
in  dedions,  that  candidates  fliould  be  preferred,  who  had 
many  children;  and  any  perfon  might  ftand  for  a  dignity^ 
i>efore  the  ufual  time,  if  he  had  as  many  children  as  he 
wanted  years  of  being  capable  to  hold  the  dienity.  And 
fiirther,  that  in  the  city  of  Rome^  whoever  had  three  chil- 
dren, in  other  parts  of  Italy  four,  and  in  the  provinces 
five,  fliould  be  excufed  from  all  troublefome  offices  in  the 
place  where  he  lived. 

The  punifhments  were,  that  unmarried  perfons  fhould  be 
incapable  of  receiving  any  legacy  or  inheritance  by  will, 
except  from  near  relations.  And  thofe  who  were  married, 
and  had  not  any  children,  could  take  no  more  than  half  the 
eflate. 

^  See  obfervations  on  Ep.  13.  Book  2, 
^  Horace  alludes  to  this  law  (which  he  calls  the  Ltx  Marita) 
in  the  Carmin  Seculare,  where  he  fays^ 

Diva  producas  fobolem,  patcumque 
Profperes  decreta  fuper  jugandis 
FcminiSf  prollfque  novae  feraci, 

LegeMarita. 

i^  With 
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With  fuch  honourable  advantages,  on  behalf  of  marriage 
and  children,  arid  fuch  remarkable  difadvantages  to  the  un-^ 
married  and  childlefs,  it  is  hard  to  unravel  Pliny's  inten- 
tion in.the  place  abovementioned.  One  of  the  commenta- 
tors 'expIAiS  the  (entetice  thusj  Pramia  orbitetis^  id  eft, 
mumra^  qiut  mttebantur  orbis :  adio  creverat  avaritia,  ut  patri 
WHCus  jiliut^idiretur  moUftus^  quia  fcilicet  per  eum  frivabatur 
mutUnbut^  awe.  dabantur  orbis  a  captatoribus :  *'  The  re- 
>*  wards  of  fterUity  were  the  gifts  fetit  to  married  men, 
«'  who  had  no  childrtn,  "  Avarice  was  no^  at  that  height, 
•••  that  a  ftngle  child  was  thought  a  burden  to  a  fether,  be- 
^  canfe,  4Tom  thtft  ciroumftance  of  having  a  child,  he  Wts 
ff  deprived' of  chofe  gifts,  which  fycophants  were  willing  to 
^'iieftow/'ii  Unlefi  the  words  bear  this  fenfe,  theiji' purport 
'muft«remiun  unknown*  But  to  what  an  immenfe  height 
was  the  avarice  of  the  Romans  arifen,  if  they  could  poflibly 
think  it  preferable  to  die  childlefs,  for  the  fake  of  receiving 
prefents  and  adulation  during  their  life-titne, 'rather  than  to 
leave  an  hbheft,  'but  more  moderate  fortune  to  the  inheri-£ 
tance  of  theil- own  children  and  defcendart^  !  •  '*  '-^ 
*  The  <]ii^ft6rfliip  was  the  firft  employment  any  man  cbuld 
bear  in  the^  commonwealth.  It.  might  be  undertaken '  at 
tweotyfowr,  or  twenty  five  years  of  age;  and  being  a  poft 
rather  oJF  fetigue,  than  dignity,  was  generally  beftowed^ 
iipon  yonng  men.  The  frequent  revolutions  in  the  govern- 
ment occaiioned  thefe  officers  to  be  multiplied,  ^and  divided 
into  various  forts  and  denominations :  but  thofe  under  the 
confuls  were  originally  called  ^aftorti  ptrep-inl ;  and  after- 
wards urbani.  They  had  the  treafury  under  their  care, 
aiid  were  obliged  to  keep  an  exad  account  of  the  public 
cxpences.  Tne  laws,  and  decrees  of  the  fenate,  were  like- 
wife  committed  to  their  cuftody :  .and  upon  any  expedition, 
thejr  delivered  the  military  enTigns  to  the  confuls ;  and  ex-  > 
pofed  to  audion  the  goods  taken  from  the  enemy  in  battle. 

An  office  of  fo  much  buflle  and  buiinefs,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  fo  great  truft,  ought  always  to  have  been  executed 
by  men  of  equal  chara£ter^  and  capacity,  to  AsiNius  Bas- 
sus,  whofe  birth  rather  refledcfd  luftre  upon  the  queftorfhip, 
than  received  any^from  it.  His  father  was  of  the  praetorian, 
and  his  relations  of  the  confular  order.  But  RuFUS  himfelf 
bore  a  higher  title :  The  friend  and  fovourite  of  PtiNY. 

»    Catakav*. 
Vol.  I.  A  a  EPISTLE 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XVI. 
Pliny  to  Valerius   VAVLLtavf, 

REJOICE  upon  my  account,  rgoice  upoii  your 
own  account,  rejoice  upon  account  df  Ac  pub- 
lic. Literature  is  ftill  honoured.  When  I  lately 
pleaded  before  the  centumviti^  there  was  no  room  for 
my  approach,  except  by  crofling  the  trifouaal  %  and 
pafling  through  the  judges,  all  other  places  were  fo 
croudcd.  Add  to  this,'  that  a  young  man,  finely 
dreflcd,  having  had  his  tunic  '  torn,  \fMch  often 
happens  in  a  croyd,  ftood,  with  only  his  gown 
thrown  over  him,  no  lefs  than  feven  hours  togemer  % 
for  ib  long  my  pleading  continued,  not  without 
greater  advantage  thaa  fatigue.  Let  us,  chtrefore^ 
apply  wKtfkiwtM  to  our  ftudies;  and  let  not  the  idle- 
m&  of  otfier  peodd  be  a  preience  for  our  own.  There 
are  thofe  who  'mSi  both  hear  and  read ;  proWded  we 
take  pains  to  prepare  fixnething  wordi  being  heard^ 
or  read.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  has  fufficient  realoA  to  be  as  much  dated  as  fie 
appeaiis  by  this  eptftle,  if  his  audience  paid  a  ftri6t  attendon 
to  what  be  faid  for  feven  hours  together.  The  beau  oon^ 
tiiiuing  one  of  his  hearers,  after  the  misfortune  of  the  tunica 
is  certainly  a  ftrong  drcumftance  in  his  favour.  The 
eloquence  muft  be  Terjr  power&i,  that  could  confine  a 
man  of  drels,  and  parade;  and  could  foften  thofe  paffions^ 
which  muft  infaUibiy  arife,  when  his  finery  was  not  only 
difcompofed,  but  t»ni  to  pieces.  I  am  afraid,  how^er^ 
that  Pliny  flatten  himfelf  upon  the  occafion :  and  I  am 


'"inie^rlbanal  was  a  faufed  feat  wkere  the  protor  fat :  the  ji 
were  placed  on  each  fide  a  little  below  him. 

<  The  tunic  was  a  veil  worn  und^r  the  toga,     Perfons  of  high 
parade  wore  ihcm  with  ileeves, 

^  ^  '    'apt 


B  O  O  K    IV.  »95 

apt  to  thinks  tho  young  gentleman  Wa^  nqt  detained  by  in^ 
dmatioiiy  but  by  neceffity  ^  the  concourfe  of  people  was  tQ0 
great  to  let  bim  ftir  ;  n^  was  not  only  hemmed  in,  but  Tq 
clofely  pinioned,  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  the  gtacefuJAefs  of 
motion  }  nor  came  he,  eidier  i^th  hopes  to  hear,  or  incH« 
nation  to  miderftand,  the  eloquence  of  tne  orator,  but  merely 
iikluced  hy  vHt  curiofityy  and  the  natural  tendency^  whica 
aU-beauxJuKFc  to  public  piftceau 


EPISTLE    XVn. 

iPlrlNY    fO    GalLUS* 


1  •       t 


Y'OU  both  advife,  and  entreat  me,  to  undertakci 
' •  m  her  abfence,  the  caufe  of  Corelli a,  againft 
C;  C/EciL|tTs,  conful.eleft.  i  am  thankful  for  yow 
advice,  biir  I  have'rdafon  to  complain*  of  your  requelfe 
I  ought  to  be  advifcd,  in  order  to  be  informed,  but 
I  need  not  be  entreated  to  do,  what  would  be  moft 
bafe  in  trie  to  omit.  Can  I  doubt  a  flK)ment,  whe- 
ther! blight  to  defend  the  daughter  of  Cohellim  "*? 
It  is  true,  I  have  no  abfblutc  intimacyj,  but  yet  I  have 
a  friendlhip  with  the  very  man,  againft  whom  you 
^  defire  me  to  be  an  advocate  :  and  we  may  add  al{b^ 
the  dignity  of  that  man,  and  the  honour,  to  which 
,  he  is  eiefted  :  an  honour,  that  I  hold  in  the  greater 
^  reverence,  as  I  myfelf  have  lately  filled  that  employ-  ' 
ment.  For,  it  is  natural  to  wifh,  that  thofe  digni- 
ties, which  we  have  enjoyed,  fhould  be  held  in  the 
hi^eft  eftcem.  But,  all  thefe  arguments  appear  cold 
and  trifling  to  me,  when  I  reflcd,  that  I  am  to  affift 
the  dau^ter  of  Corillius.  Methinks  I  have  him 
prefent  to  my  imagination :  he  was  a  man,  fecond 
to  none,  in  this  our  age,  in  dignity,  in  piety,  or  in 
quicknefe  of  judgement :  he  was  a  man,  whom  I  firft 
began  to  love  from  admhration,  and  what  fcldom  hap- 

^  CoRELLius  RvFtJSt  wHofc  chantfler  is  drawn  by  Pliny^  in 
the  1 2th  Epiftle  of  the  ift  Book. 
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EPISTLE    XVIU. 
pLtNY  to  M*  A.RRIU6  Antoninus. 

Brow  can  I  better  convince  you  of  my  appro- 
[  batioOf  or  what  ftronger  proof  can  I  ^ve^  that 
mire  your  Grsek  epigrams,  than  by  endeavouring 
to*  imi;^>  iwd  turn  ibme  of  them  into  Latin  ?  Much 
indeed  to  their  advantage,  occafioned  chiefly  by 
my  own  inability  ;  and  Qext»  by  the  want,  or  rather, 
as  LycRETius  expreiles  it,  the  poverty  of  our  native 
tongue.  But  if  thefe,  which  arc  in  ILatini  and  are 
mine,  carry  with  them  the  appearance  of  fome  beau-* 
ty  \  imagine  what  infinite  graces  muft  be  contained 
in  thofe,  which  are  yours,  and  puhliihed  in  Grtd. 
F*rpwcU. 

O  8  S  E  RVAT  IONS, 

•  It  hsiB  been  already  oUerved  7,  that  there  are  thre^  epiftlea 
fixmi  P1.INY  to  ANTONjENys  ;  two  in  this  book,  and  one  in 
fhfe  fifih,  all  upon  the  fame  fubj^,  but  Scattered,  and  dif-» 
perled  as  u&ial.  The  commentators  have  been  no  left  crue] 
fo  PtiNY,  thjin  Medea  w^  to  Absyrtus  *  ;  thcv  firft 
murder  him ;  then,  to  prevent  top  ilri£t  an  enquiry  aner  hi$ 
fnurdercrs,  they  ih-ew  his  limbs  in  different  places  i  ami 
Iifiive  every  pa^nger  to  gather  them  up*  either  ^  bis  l^furo 
or  inclination  permits,    Thefe  lines  i|lh%ucR^Tius, 

Nunc  <5f  AuAXAGOKjE/cnOfmur  Homoeomtriani| 
^am  Grxci  memorant^  nee  nofira  £c$re  Ungu& 
Concedit  noiis  patriiferm^  ^i^ft^^  *  5 

leonfirm  our  author's  complaint  of  the  poverty  of  the  Latin 
tongue  ;  and  the  VPrfion  of  them  is  almoft  as  ftrong  an  in« 
ftancc,  as  qui  be  givcni  bf>W  far  m  origin^  may  fink  in  a 
tranflation* 

f  See  the  notes  on  epiilie  the  t^iini, 
»  Her  brother. 
'LipcRft.  life.  I,  ;^.  ?3©. 
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<  » 

Next  let's  exmixie  wkh  si  curhQug  eya, 

Anaxagoras's  pbilo&pliy^ 

By  copious  Grsice^  term  d  H&mo99meiy^ 

For  wnich  our  Latin  language,  poor  in  wcurds. 

Not  one  expreflSye  fin^  yoice  wonis  \ 

TnfoIoAg,  aim)  fe  taborkms a performanco,  asthctnmfla*- 
tkm  of  LtrcRirnrs,  we  may  alledge^  in  defence  .of  our 
teamed  countmnan,  Mr.  Crbbcn,  than  a  Irtnilator  is  no| 
totally  inexcunible,  if  be  fiMnetiiEie&  indulges  himfelf  in  a 
finall  iteg^e£t,  or  lhaticbe$  up  the  cafleft  rhyme  that  occurs^ 
where  the  p^ge  is  of  bo  greater  confequ^nce^  than  what 
has  been  Juft  now  quoted :  perhaps  toa'ne'may  defignedh* 
withdraw  himfelf  behiod  a  doud,  in  order  to  come  form 
with  new  ^ory,  and  a  AeA  rehifercement  of  f^Jendor: 
But  im  epigrams,  and  worii3  of  thai  kind,  the  thoughts,  the 
turn,  and  the  maoner^  muft  be  prffervied>  »id  exprefied  to 
the  uliBoft  exa&iefs;  not  the  leaft  atom  mvft  be  fuiFered  to 
efcape,  nor  the  leaft  drop  to  evaporate ;  otherwUe  the  whole 
beauty  will  be  loft  in  the  transfufion. 

^  Crbich*s  LircRETrus.   line  %j^\. 


EPISTLE    XIX. 
Pliny    to   Hispulla. 

■ 

AS  you  are  an  example  of  all  virtue,  and  as  you 
loved  your  excellent  .and  moft  afFedlionate  bro- 
ther  with  a  mutual  tenderneis,  and  look  upon  hia 
daughter  as  your  own ;  not  only  treating  her  with 
the  indulgence  df  an  aunt,  but  lupplying  to  her  the 
lofs  ihe  long  (ince  fultained  in  a  father ;  I  cannot 
doubt,  but  you  will  be  much  rejoiced  to  know,  that 
Ihe  proves  worthy  of  her  father ;  worthy  of  you  -, 
worthy  of  her  grandfather. 

She  has  great  wit ;  Ihe  is  an  excellent  oeconomift  i 
Ihe  loves  me  entirely  j  a  fure  fimal  of  her  chaftity. 
Add  to  thiS)  hei  oifpolition  to  Uterature  i  which  is 
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the  confequc^icc  of  her  afFedion  towards  me.  She 
fias  coUeaed  my  works;  (he  reads;  and  even  gets 
tiiem  by  heart.  When  I  am  to  plead,  what  infinite 
anxiety  does  (he  fuflFer !  When  I  have  done,  how 
great  is  her  joy !  She  sippoints  perfons,  on  purpofc 
to  tell  her  what  applau(es,  what  acclamations  I  have 
gained ;  and  what  judgement  is.  pronouncjed.  •  When 
I^rehoarfe  in  public,  (he  places  herfelf  as  neat*  aa  pof* 
fible'i  and  (its- under  the  covert  of  a  veil,  and  hears 
witli  the  grcateft  fatisfa6lion  the  prai(es  which  are 
beftowcd  upon  me.  She  fings  my  verfes,  and  adapts 
tH<:m  to  th.c  Ipite  i  untaught  by  any  mu(iciani  but 
tl^t  beft  of  niafters^  love.  '    ,   . 

From  hence.  I  hope,  with  the  utmoft  degree  of 
ccirtainty^  >  that  our  happinefs  will  be  perpetual ;  and 
will  enereafe  every  day.  For  in  me  (he  is  neither 
captivated  with  you  A,  rtor  perfon  ;  both  which  are 
liaole  to  accidents  and  decay ;  but  with  the  glory 
of  my  name.  Nor  would  other  thoughts  become 
one,  who  h^  been  fafliioned  t>y  your .  hands,  in- 
ftru6bed  by  your  precepts.  Under  your  roof  (he  be- 
held nothing  but  purity  and  virtue ;  and  in  (hort,  was 
taught  to  love  me  by  your  recommendation.  For  as 
you  ufed  to  love  my  mother  as  your  parent,  fo  were 
you  pleafed  to  praife  and  model  me,  in  the  infancy 
of  my  life ;  and  to  foretcl  I  (hould  one  day  prove  to 
be  fuch  a  man,  as  my  wife  iipagines  me  to  be  at  th^s 
moment. 

We  mutually  contend  therefore  to  give  you  thanks ; 
I,  •  becau(c  you  have  given  her  to  me  ;  (he,  becau(e 
you  have  given  me  to  her.  You  have  cho(en  us  out, 
ft3  it  were,  formed  for  each  other.     Farewell. 

OBSERT^ATIONS. 

Tbi5  is  a  mofl  choice  cpiftle.  Few  aiid  delicate  have 
been  the  examples  of  fuch  conjugal  love.  Men  cannot,  or 
will  not  fee  the  perfections  of  their  wiyes.  From  the  day  of 
marriage,  the  wbman  generally  lays  iadide  her  referve  s  an(i 
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the  man  his  civility.  She  grows  forward  in  her  looks,  and 
overbearing  in  her  converiation  :  he  becomeer  foiir  in  his  coun- 
tenance, and  fnappifh  in  his  difcourfe.  Or  if  thev  appear 
fond  {as  from  the  novelty  of  the  ftate  it  fometimes  nappehs) 
the  ^oiIhe&  of  the  paflion  is  too  naufeous  to  be  named,    i 

Love. and  tehdeme&  arcifacred  to  the  hours  of  privacjr 
and  xetiremeiit  I  and  therefore,  when  Calpurnia  went  to 
hear  her  huiband's  public  le&ures,  (he  put  oil  a  veil.  Undtf 
that  cover  (he  kept  her  looks  concealed ;  itnd  her*  ears  at-* 
tentivclyjiftened  to  the  pratfes  he  acquired ;  without  difco-» 
vering,  by  bluihes  of  joy,  the  pleafure  which  thofe  praiies 
qonyeycd  .to  her  heart 

Her  love  of  literature  proceeded  wholly  from  her  lovet)f 
Flint... She  was  refolved  to  make  hertelf  a  proper  and 
wordiy  companion  for  the  man,  in  whofe  company  ihe  chofe 
to  live;  well  knowing,  that  the  endowments  of  the  mind 
outlaft  the  fplendor  of  the  perfon.  She  had  undoubtedly  ali 
the  qualifications  neceilary  to  make  a  woman  lovely  and 
defirable.  She  fung  finelyt  and  played  ;up<m  the  lute.  So 
that  if  this  epiftle  was  diorpughly  confidered  by  the  £ur 
fex,  where  Calpurnia  is  defcribed  as  endeavouring  to  en- 
ereafe  her  judgeilnent,  by.  exercifing  her  memory,  and  im- 
proving her  tafte,  they  would  fee  an  example  before  their 
eyes,  in  what  manner  they  might  make  themfiElves  agree-* 
gble,  in  fpite  pf  t^at  drea4ful  and  irrefifiible  enen^y,  old  age. 

•  E  P  I  S  T  L  E     XX, 
Pliny    to  Maxim  us. 

I  Communicated  to  you  my  fentiments  upon  every 
one  of  your  particular  trafts,  as  I  read  them : 
take  now  my  opinion  in  general.  The  work  is  not 
only  beautiftil,  but  folid,  pointed,  fublime,  diverfi- 
fied,  elegant,  neat,  full  of  figures,  ^nd  of  an  e}p:cnt, 
that  reoounds  much  to  your  honour.  In  it  you 
fpread  moft  fpacipufly  the  fails  both  of  your  wit,  and 
of  your  grief :  and  each  of  thefe  have  been  recipro- 
cally a  help  to  the  other:  for  your  wit  added  fublit 
mity  and  grandeur  to  your  grief;  and  your  grief 
gave  force  and  Iharpnefs  to  your  wit.  •  Farewell. 
'  P  B  S  E  R- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Throughout  this  colle&ion  of  letten,  there  is  fcsrce  wny 
man,  to  whom  fo  many  cpiftles  are  addrelled,  as  to  Maxi* 
isus.  We  Ihatl  find  PtiNY,  in  the  firft^iftle  of  the  ninth 
book,  preffing  Maximvs  to  publtih  his  writings  againft 
Plakta,  (or  Blatbra,  the  k^oliafts  are  not  agnsed  in 
his  nasne)  who  had  been,  when  living,  the  profefied  enemy 
ef  Maxim  us.  But  the  opus  pukhrum^  mentioned  in  diia 
epiftle,  diou^  charaderized  in  the  highcft  manner,!  and 
adorned  with  the  ftrongeft  epithets,  has  no  particular  mark^ 
\j  which  any  conje£hire  may  be  formed,  when,  or  upon 
iriiom,  it  was  written.  If  furmifes  at  random  are  allow* 
•  able,  (and  in  rdatkm  to  claffic  authors,  we  may  reafonably 
taadude  they  are)  it  was  a  poem  on  the  death  of  feme 
near  relation,  or  fome  beloTed  friend.  Nam  drimfuUim- 
tatsm  it  magmficirttiam  ingini$tmy  ingemo  vim  0t  amarhudi'* 
mm  dakr  odMdiu  Vede  is  better  fuitcd  to  the  pathetic  elo- 
quence of  grief,  dian  profe.  The  anguifh  of  a  heavy  heart 
founds  harmonioufly  forrowfiil,  when  uttered  in  poetry ;  and 
the  fincerity  of  die  paffion  adds  force  and  bittemeis  to  the 
woe* 

Not  like  a  mortal,  muft  the  mufe  be  fought. 
Nor  will  by  falfe  appearances  be  caught 
The  heavenly  blooming  virgin  to  engage. 
Sue  her  with  real  grief,  or  decent  rage : 
To  moving  accents  the  foft  goddefs  bends. 
And  melancholy's  mournful  voice  attends. 
Makes  the  fad  neart  fome  eafe  in  numbers  find. 
And  cbears  by  pow'r  of  verfe  the  drooping  mind« 

f 

EPISTLE    XXI* 
Pliny  /^Velius  Cerealis. 

AH!  fed!  ahcruelcataftrophcof  tbeHELviDiiEf 
two  lifters,  each  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter, 
both  dc;^d  in  child-bed?  I  am  greatly  affiled,  though 
not  immcafurably  grieved.  It  is,  metKinks,  a  melan- 
.  choly 
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choly  confideration,  that  two  virtuous  young  ladies 
ihould,  by  their  fruitfulneis^  be  fnatched  away  in  the 
flower  of  their  youth.  I  grieve  the  fate  of  the  infants, 
who  are  dq>rived  of  their  parents,  and  made  mother- 
le6,  as  loon  as  hofn  :  I  grieve,  »for  the  furviving  ex- 
cellent hufbands  :  and  1  grieve  likewife,  on  my  own 
account ;  for,  I  perfevere  in  my  firm  attachment  to 
their  father,  though  he  is  dead ;  as  by  a  particular 
Ipeech,  and  by  ieveral  treatifes,  I  have  teftified. 

Out  of  three  of  his  children,  there  is  but  one  left  5 
one  only,  to  lupport  and  fulbain  that  houfe,  which 
had  hmy  fo  many  props.  But,  ftiould  fate  preferve 
him,  ftrong  and  unlhaken,  like  his  father,  and  his 
grandfather,  my  grief  will  then  be  much  ajQwaged. 
But  my  fears,  both  for  his  health,  and  his  morals, 
are  the  greater,  becaufe  he  is  the  laft  of  his  family. 
You  know  the  tendernels,  you  know  the  anxiety  of 
my  mind,  where  I  love  :  and  therefore,  you  will 
wonder  the  lefi,  that  I  ftiould  fear  moft,  where  I  have 
the  greateft  hopes.    Farewell, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  (hort-livM  young  ladles,  lamented  in  this  epiftle, 
were  grandauahters  to  Helvidius  Prxscus,  who  was  put 
%o  death  by  Vespasiant,  and  daughters  of  Helvxdius  hit 
fon,  who  perifhed  on  account  of  his  wit,  in  the  reign  of 

DoMITXAN. 

Helvxdius  Prxscus,  the  elder,  was  fdn-in-law  to 
Thrasea  PiETUs,  whofe  ftory  has  been  mentioned  in 
fome  preceding  obfervations*  Tacitus  gives  Priscus  a 
moft  advantageous  cbaraffcer.  *^  He  difHnguiihed  himfelf 
♦'  very  early,  fays  that  hiftorian,  by  his  bright  and  remark- 
*^  able  genius  ;  and  applied  his  youth  entirely  to  ftudies, 
^^  that  might  afterwaixls  render  him  ufeful  and  ferviceable 
^'  to  his  country*  He  ftridly  adhered  to  the  dodtrines  of 
^^  fuch  ^s  maintain,  thofe  things  only  to  be  good,  which  are 
*^  juft  and  equitable  ;  and  mofe  thines  only  to  be  evil, 
^^  which  are  difiioneft.  From  thefe  principles,  he  look^ 
^^  upon  wealth,  pow^r,  nobility,  and  oth^  acqiufitions  of 

^*  that 
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«  that  Icindj  .as  'tnflcs'  to  W  rie^a^tiind  defpiftd  :'and 
*^  from  hence  became  in  time  the'  btfi.  dtizen;  fenltpJ-,.  huf- 
*'  band,  fon-in-la^,  and  friend,  that  J^/rz^  ever  produced. 
**  He  was  chpfen^and  preferred  torall^others,  by  ^u&asji a 
"  Pjetus,  as,aj&ufb^d  for  bis *<}augllter,  when  he  had 
**  attained  no'higberemlploymcnt  i(i  the  ftate,  thantheque- 
**  ftorfliip.  Andtipon the  death  t>f  his  fadicr-ih-Iaw* was  ex- 
"  iled,  as  obnoxious  to  Nero- and- "^hii  tninions.  •  In  the 
f^  reign  of  Galb  A  he  was  recalled,-  and  took*  his  plice  again 
^'  in  the  fenate^  where  he  jGgnalized  himfelf  by  many  ex- 
"  cellent  fpeeches.>  and  fhewed  gre^t  gratitude  tp.tb^  me- 
**  mory  of  his  father  Thr a sBA,t  by  impeaqhing.THRA-^ 
*^  sea's  chief  accufer,  Marcexlus."  Not  to  be  tempted 
too  far  into  an  account  of  a  Koman^  whofe  a<5bi6hs  and 
charadler  may  be  found  moft  fully  expatiated  upon  by  Ta- 
ciTiTs,  in  .the  fourth  book  of  his  hiftocy  ;  let  uS  look  into 
the  circumftances  of  his  death,  -as  related  by  Suetokius. 
They  are  remarkable  enough  to  cxcuic!  the  following:  quo- 
tation. 

"^  Nftn  Umere  qui$  punitus  inpns  rfperitur^  niji  aBfinU  eo.^  fsT 
ignaro^  aut  certe  invito  atqut  ^ff;f/^.  .jEtELViDipfkisco^ 
qui  reverfum  ex  Syria,  folus,  privato  nomne  Vespasianum 
falutaverat^  i^  in  pratur a  omnibus  ediSf  is  fine  honor e  ac  men^ 
tione  ulla  tranfmiferat^  non  ante  fuccenfuit^  quam  alter  cat  ioni^ 
bus  infolentijjtmis  pen}  in  ordinfn^reda^us*  flunc  quoque^ 
quamvis  relegatum  primoj  deinde  fcf  interfici  jujfum^  magni 
afiimavit  fervare  quoquo  modo^  mijjis^  qui,  percujforss  revoca^ 
rent:  i^ JervaJJet^  nifi  jam  periijfe  falfo  nuntiatum  effit.  Ca- 
terum  neque  cade  cujufquam  umquam  latatusy  juftis  fuppliciis 
illacrymavit  etiam  tf  ingemuit, 

"In  his  reign,  [Vespasian's]  fcarce  any  innocent 
m^  was  punifhed,  unlefs  he  [the  emperor]  was  sibfent, 
and  knew  nothing  of  it ;  or  it  was  done  againft  hi?  will, 
and  by  deceiving  him.  Helvidius  Priscus,  who  wa3 
the  only  perfon,  who  faluted  him  upon  his  return  from 
Syria^  by  his  private  qame,  Vesp-^sia^,  and  who,  when 
praetor,  pafTed  him  by,  in  all  edid^,  withoMt;.(he  leaft 
mention  or  honour,  did  not  feel  any  efFc£ls  of  his  anger, 
till  for  the  moft  infolent  provocations  imaginable  be  >vas 
obliged  to  humble  him.  And  though  he  iirft  banifhed 
him,  and  afterwards  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death  j  yet 
he  flill  thought  it  yfoxxh  while  to  fave  his  life^  and  ient 

«  SviTowii  Vj^PAsrANus,  cap.  15.     •    •  -^ 

'*  ineirerige^^S 
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^^  mefibigers  for  tbatipufpofe  toftop.tiieoxecu  and 

*'  would  have*  &yed-.bini,.  if  he  had  not  bcdii.  falfely-  told, 
"  that  h^waj  already.,  executed.  Nay,  ^  he  wa»  fo  ^  little 
''  pleafed  at  the  death,  of  .any  man  whatevcrv  that  he  even 
*^  wept  and  fighed  for  the-. execution  of  the:  moft.  guilty." 

Here  we  have- had .rfic:  outlines  of  Vbsb Asian's  tender 
difpofition,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  view  of  a  moft  undaunted 
fpirit  in  Helvidius.  The  love  of  liberty  vsras  ftlU  extant 
among  fome  ptrticutir  Rmans/ :,¥KXSQ\rs  vits  one  of  thofe 
few,  who,  with  the  antient  notions  of  freedom,  retained  an 
utter .aUioncnipc  to  tyranny,  .and,  like  Brutus,  would  have 
killed  his  father  to  relieve  his  country, 

Helvipius  thp  younger,  (father  of  the  HELViDi-ffi.So;: 
ROREs)'was"\:he -fen  of  Priscus.  His '  chafafler  (eentt 
eclipfed  by  thfcbrigbter.gloBes  of  his  fathers  at  Icaft  hiftoiy 
mentiond  Httl^  relating:  to  him,  but  the  caufe  of  his  deathy 
of  wluch.SuEtoNius  give9  the^following  .account.  Ocfidi^ 
£sf  JEjEtyiDJUM  filium^.  quod  quafi  fcentco  ex$dio  fub  ferfona 
PAKIDiy  |5^  O EjiofiES  Mvorttum  Juurn  ctim  uxor/  taxaffet : 
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^*  divorce  from  hi^  wife,' 
•*•.  We  find. Pliny  fp^^king  of  HiLviDjua  in  this  epiftle, 
as.a  peifon,:  for  whofe  lyi^mory  he  had  teftifted  great  re^d^ 
N^m.Mrem  iHarun^  defun&um  quoque  perftuerantijjime  diligOy 
\it  a6}tme  rhea  Ubrifque  t  eft  a  turn  £/?."*'  For  I  love  their  dc- 
•*'  crealeij  'father  with  the  ilrorigeft  attachment  ftill  5  as  my 
^^'ptpaplhWih  iny  book,  in  honour  of  him,-  muft  witnefs.'* 
Hei?ie*we  majp  infer,  that  -he  was  a  worthy  defcendant  of 
thoC^hoble  ahceftors,  from  whom  he  Iprung.  The  death  o^ 
the\twO*4  young  ladies  is  related  in  fo  plaintive  and  fo  moving 
a  ayaanei;^  with  i^ch  expreilions  of  aiFedionate  anxiety /cm? 
their,  relations,,  and  fuch  fears  .for  the  welfare  and  chara&er 
of  theirbrbthec,  that  it  is  ynpoflible  not  to  catch  thediftfefs, 
and  to"  feel  for  PtiNVthakfympathizing  afflidion,  and 
thofe  tender  fentiments,  cjf  which  he  is  an  example.  But 
death  hniakeS  no  diffinftfoA^    "  =     ■ 

>«  JIB    -•  .      .  „ 

^  ... 

Not  virtue's  power,.*'nol-  eloquence,  can  charm 
Xhe  king  of  terrors,  or  divert  his  arni ; 
Alike  the  obje6k  of  his  fatal  rage. 
Is  generous  youth,  or  venerable  age. 

With 
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With  Aire  deftrnftioh  firaugbt,  liis  Ihaftitie  tfarowi^ 
And  breaths  contagion  whcrefoe'cr  he  goes.     . 
Dreaded,  tmcall'd,.  he  ftill  parfuet  his  courfe. 
And  urginff  on  his  wild  incipetuous  force. 
Slays  undiftinguifhVl  ftatefineo,  mifers,  hogs. 
Popes,  monkeys,  heroes,  enperois,  and  dogs* 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XXII. 

Pliny  fp  Semfronius  Ruf^s. 

■        ■  •  ... 

I  Have  been  taken  into  coundl, :  and  have  been  pre- 
lent  jit  the  hearing  of  a^certatti  affur  before  our 
Miperor.  Public  games  were  exhibited  among  the 
yiemenfes^  according  to  the  teftament  of  fome^rfon 
dcceafed.  Trebonius  Rufiotjs,  a  man  or  greac 
merit;,  and  my  particular  friend,  in  his  duumvirate, 
cook  care  to  m>p,  and  ^liih  thefe  enitertainmehts. 
It  was  alledged,  that  he  had  done  this,  without  any 
legal  authority.  He  pleaded  kos  owik  caufe  ;  not 
with  lefs  fuccefs,  than  eloquence.  It  gave  a  grace 
to  his  pleading,  that  like  a  Remans  and  like  a  good 
citizen,  he  fpoke,  in  an  ajSiur  relating  to  himfeif, 
with  difcretion  and  dignity*  When  the  voices  io 
council  were  a(ked,  Junius  Mauri cus  (whole  6nn*r 
^cls  and  veracity  cannot  be  exceeded)  decjattd  it  af 
his  opinion,  that  thefe  games  ought  not  to  be  roftored 
to  the  Viemenfes.  He  added,  "  /  could  wifi^  they 
♦•  were  prohibited  even  at  Rome.**  Sttoken,  you  will 
fay,  with  conftancy  and.refolution :  Why  not  ?  Siich 
a  foeech  is  no  novelty  from  Mauricus  :  he  0iewed  a 
reiolution  equal  to  this,  before  tiie  emperor  Nerva.  ; 
when  he  and  fomc  other  choice  friends  fuppcd  with 
him  in  private.  Veiento  was  next  to  the  emperor 
at  table,  he  lay  even  in  his  bofom.  I  have  faid  all, 
when  I  have  named  the  man.  The  difcourfe  turned  upon 
Catullus  Messalinus,  who  being  blind,  had  that 
curie  fuperaddcd  to  a  cruch  dilpofition.     He  was  void 

of 
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^  feaTj  of  Ihame,  and  of  pity;  ^  tficrefore  Do^ 
MiTiAN  made  ufe  of  him  me  oftner  (as  we  make  tdc 
of  darts,  which  fly  without  fight  or  caution)  towards 
the  deftruftion  of  every  good  man.  All,  who  were 
at  table,  talked  in  general  of  the  wlckednefs  and  fan- 
guinary  counfels  of  this  wretch ;  when  the  emperor 
aiked,  "  What  think  yt  would  be  fufftr^  were  he  mw 
**  aUfve  ?**  Mauricus  replied,  "  He  wtmld  /up  with 

I  have  gone  out  of  my  road  too  far,  but  willir^vl 
It  was  agreed  that  the  games  fhould  be  fupprefi^; 
garner,  which  hadi  iinfef^ed  the  manners  of  the  Vien^ 
neufiu^  as  ours  at  R^me  infed  all  the  world.  For  Vien!^ 
ftenfidn  vices  rem^n  among  themielves ;  ours  fpread 
moil  diffufively  \  and  as  in  human  bodies,  fb  in  em^ 
pire,  that  difeafe  is  moft  dangerous,  which  proceed^ 
from  the  head,    parewell. 

OB  S  ER  VATI  O  N  S. 

T>e  refolute  uprightnefi  of  Trebonius  Rufinus,  dur** 
|j5g  his  duumvirate,  and  the  free  anfwer  given  by  Junius 
Mauricus,  to  the  eniperDr  Nerva,  ought  not  to  l>e  pafle4 
by  luuioticed.  • 

RyF^iNU3  yr2s  one  of  the  duumviri  municipaUsj  at  Fienne  % 
tb^  jDji^trppolis  of  the  j^^ir^^/x ;  ^yi^g  ^<^  the  river  Rhofnf. 
Th^,  paifkular  ofiSfcers  (tor  diere  were  ieveral  foxts  of 
dujumylri)  had  a  power  in  the  free  towiss^  equal  to  v^hat  the 
confuls  had  at  Rome.  They  were  chofen  out  of  die  dicu* 
rionei  municipales  ^,  and  v^re  fworn  to  ferve  the  c^ens,  of 
which  they  were  duumviri^  wich  truth,  juflice,  ahd  fidelity* 
Their  junfdidtion  was  of  great  extent ;  and  their  emplov- 
meat  Ijiled  five  years  i  during  which  fpace  of  time,  whilft 
TREBOviys  ira«  in  office,  a  certain  perfon,  whofe  name 
does  notamear,  iefty  by  will,  afumof  money  to  be  laid 
out  in  pubfic  fhcws,  for  the  diverfion  and  entertainment 
of  the  Viennenfis.  Trebonius,  who  thought  that  anfrnfe- 
ments  of  this  kind  led  away  the  people  from  their  propea: 

*  A  city  in  Dauphiwf.  a 

*  See  the  obfervations  upon  £p.  8.  Book  i. 

bulincfs. 
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bufinefs,  and  put  an  enttrd  flop  tit>.induflr/,  pfx>hibited,  i|i 
this  particular,  the  execution- of  the  will ;  anid  Xhi^J^ewutifis^ 
highly  incenifed  at  jbiis  prohibition^  d^ed^t^. he  had  any 
authority  to  fulpena  their  pubfic  diverfions  j  and  they  coiti- 
plained  of  his.  behaviour  to  the  emperor, 

The  enquiry  into  this  affair  feems  to  nave  Been*  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  ibme  particular  imatters  of  ftstte  are  en-^ 
quired  into  by  our  kin^,  and  the  privy  council; -with  this 
difference,  tlut  the.p'mvy  counfellors  jn^/ag^itA^^  nomi-> 
nated  and  ascertained  by  the  'king  himfelf,  who  fununons 
together  the  whole  number  whenever  he  pleafes:  but  l|y  the 
initial  fentence.iri' this  epiftle,  Intinfui principh  opltimt  cogni^ 
ti9ni^  in.  conJUium  ajfumptusj  ^'  I  W3$  entrufled  with  the 
"^^  emperor's  fentiiiients,  being  admitted  into  his  coundl,'' 
it  ieems  likely,  that  the  emperors  had  no  filced  and  ^i^ertain 
.privy  council,' but  .'diofe  out  fuch  peribns»  upon  particular 
occafions,  as  they  had  a  mind  to  confult. 

We  have  not  the  leaft  hint  of  the  argume^its  ms^^  ufe  of 
l)y  Trebonius,  when  he  pleaded  before  the  emperpr^.  In 
general,  Pliny  commends  him;  not  only  for  fpeaklrig  with 
a  fpirit  becoming  a  Roman  citizen,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  fuch  weight  and^deliberation,  as  ihewed  him  mafter 
of  himfelf,  and  free  from  the  paffions  and  impetuofity,.  that 
too'  often  hurry  men  into  an  unbiecoming  behaviour,  when 
they  attempt  to  defend  their  own^'caufe.  It  is  a  maxiih  in 
^e  civil  law,  that.  If  a  yearly  eftaU  it  left  to  a  city^  every 
year  in  that  city  a  public  Jhew  Jhould  he  made  there^  in  memorj 
of  the  tejlator  ;  %uhich  if  contrary  to  the- lotus  of  that  city  j  t(e 
legacy  ought  to  be  converted  to  fome  ether  itfe^  *  which  is '  mvfttl. 
It  is  probable,  (efpecially  as  the  civil  law  is  built  upon  the 
Roman  law)  that  Tjr.ebonius  proceeded  upon  this  nvucim : 
he  knew  the  power,  he  had,  2S  duumvir j  was  uncontrolable 
in  this  refpe£t: :  he  looked  upon  diefe  ^mes  as  unla^^ul ; 
and  thought  the  aflemblies  of  the  people,  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions, dangerous;  and  he  fupported  what  he  had  done,  with 
fo  much  .ftrength  of  reafon  and  elbqufencei  that  JuNitJS 
Mauricus  could  not  help  crying  6uty  Vellem  etiam  Roma 
tollipoffet:  ''  I  wifh  thefe  entertainments 'were  prohibited  at 
«  Komer 

The  charafler  of  Mauricvs  gives  us  an  idea  of  a  true 
old  Roman,  ^o  viro  nihH  firmius^  nihil  verius :  *'  Than 
*'  whom,  nothing  could  be  more  fteady,  nothing  more  true 
**  of  heart."    The  anfwer  of  Mauricus  was  a  fatir  le- 

'     veiled 


3B  0  O  IC    iV.  309 

vfeUed  at  Veiento.  He  had  bcfeii  an  inftruttifcnt  of  DoMi- 
*riAN*s  wickcdncfs ;  and,  as  appears  by  this  cpiftle,  conti- 
nued fufficientl^  in  favour  with  Nsrva^  to  be  admit .ed  at 
riiat  emperor's  table* 

EPISTLE    XXlIL 
Pliny  to  Pomponius  Bassus* 

IHave  taken  gre^t  pleafure  in  the  Accounts  I  re- 
ceived from  our  common  friends,  that  you,  agree- 
ly  to  your  wiidom,  diverfify  and  fuftain  your  re-^ 
tirement  by  the  fweet  (ituation  of  your  dwelling,  and 
by  die  cxercife  you  ufe  both  by  fea  and  land ;  that 
you  hold  frequent  learned  difputations ;  that  you 
read  much,  and  hear  much;  and  though  your 
knowledge  id  Very  great,  yet  are  making  daily  addi- 
tions to  it.  Thus  it  becomes  a  man  to  grow  old, 
who  had  filled  the  greateft  civil  employments,  who 
had  governed  armies,  and  who,  as  long  as  it  was 
proper  for  him,  had  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
fervice  of  the  ftate ;  for  we  ought  to  dedicate  the 
morning  and  the  midday  of  life  to  our  country  ;  the 
evening  of  it  to  ourfelves  :  a  maxim  which  our  laws 
point  out  to  us,  by  allowing  the  age  of  fiJcty  to  be  a 
warrantable  time  for  retreat.  Ah!  when  will  that 
lawful  time  come  for  me  ?  When  will  my  age  permit 
me  to  imitate  your  example^  and  fall  honourably  into 
the  fweets  of  repofe  ?  When  fhall  my  retreat,  with* 
out  the  imputation  of  indolence,  be  termed  the  en- 
joyment of  tranquillity  ?  Farewell*  * 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  reflexions  in  this  letter  are  very  fine.  They  difcover 
the  fame  caft  of  inclination,  the  fame  love  of  retirement, 
which  has  been  taken  notice  of  in  fome  preceding  obferva- 
tions.  Tiiere  is  a  moft  inexpreflible  fatisfaftion  arifmg  in 
that  mind,  which  can  look  back  upon  it(elf  with  pleafure. 

Vol.  I.  B  b  and 
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and  after  the  hurnr»of  the  dzjy  and  the  buftle  tifSlCtBsaf  to 
afcend  the  hill  ot  life,  can  take  comfort  in  a  odm  and  eafy 
defcent,  and  pais  gently  forward  towards  the  manfioni  of 
eternity. 

Every  man  of  a  ferious  and  fpeculative  difpofltion  is  na- 
turally fond  of  folitude:  but  we  are  not  fent  into  the 
worm  only  to  contcniplate  the  Wdrks  of  our  Creator,  but  to 
be  a£live  in  our  feveral  ftations,  as  becomes  fociai  beings, 
who  were  formecjirtn^aid  and  afiift^ce  of  each  tdtket.  Our 
country  demandii  the  vigour  and  ftrength  of  our  days ;  and 
when  we  have  performed  our  parts  upon  that  ftage,  we  may 
withdraw  behWid  the  fcenes,  and  leave  our  robes  and  trun- 
cheons to  younger  adors,  content  and  happy  in  the  appllufes 
we  have  received  and  deferved.  This  feen^  to  be  the  pur- 
port of  this  elegant  epiftle,  and  fhews  the  author  to  have 
bad  no  other  ambition,  than  what  was  built  upon  virtue^ 
and  a  true  devotion  to  his  country. 

EPISTLE    XXIV. 

Pliny  to  Valens. 

• 

WHEN  I  lately  pleaded  before  the  centumviriy 
in  their  four  courts  of  juftice,  I  recolleded 
that  I  bad  pleaded,  when  a  young  man,  before  the 
fame  judicature.  My  mind^  as  ufual^  took  a  larger 
fcope,  I  began  to  confider,  who  were  the  partners 
of  my  labour  before  the  prefent  court,  and  who  had 
been  my  fellow  pleaders  before  the  former.  I  found 
myfelf  the  only  perfon  remaining,  who  had  been  a 
Ibeaker  in  both  :  io  great  changes  does  the  brittle 
ftate  of  mortality,  or  the  inconftancy  of  fortune,  oc- 
cafion.  Some  of  my  cotcmporary  pleaders  wer6 
dead ;  others  were  banifhed ;  this  man  was  filenced 
by  age  and  infirmity  •,  that  man  enjoyed  the  happinefs 
of  a  voluntary  retreat.  Here,  one  has  the  command 
of  an  army;  there  another,  by  the  emperor's  fa- 
vour, is  exempted  from  all  civil  employments.  How 
many  changes  have  I  myfelf  gone  thorough !  I  owed 
my  firfl:  prorao^pn  to  my  learning ;  then  I  owed  my 

dano-cr 
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dwger  to  it ;  and  now  ^ain  I  hare  rifen  by  my  ftu«- 
dies/  The  friendfhips  of  men  of  worth  were  origi- 
nally of  gl^at  fervicc  to  me  ;  then  thofe  very  fricnd- 
ihips  hurt  me  j  and  now  again  they  have  turned  to 
my  advantage.  If  you  compute  by  years,  the  time 
is  fhort  i^if  oy  the  changes  of  aflFairs,  you  will  ima- 
gine it  sui  age  :  which  may  be  a  le0bn  to  us  to  deipalr 
of  nothing  ;  to  truft  in  nothing ;  fince  we  find  out* 
felves  whirled  round  in  this  inconftant  world  by  fuch 
a  variety  of  revolutions.  It  is  ufual  with  me,  to 
communicate  itiy  thoughts,  and  to  admonifh  you, 
either  by  the  precepts,  or  the  examples,  by  which  I 
govern  myCtlC  This  was  my  inducement  to  the  pre- 
fcnt  epiftle.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  epiftle  is  much  to  be  admired.  It  is  {hort,  juft,  afii 
ufeful  ;  and,  calculated  to  advife  Valens,  in  what  manner 
to  behave  himfelf  in  fo  mutable  and  fludluating  a  world,  a^ 
providence  has  ordained  us  to  inhabit.  Nihil defperare^nulU 
rei  fidere  :  **  To  defpair  of  nothing,  to  truft  in  nothing.*' 
"Sentences  of  this  kind  are  interfperfed  throughout  all  Bie 
claffic  authors.  They  are  too  well  known  to  be  quoted  ; 
and  whoever  looks  into  the  antient  hiftorians,  particularly 
Hbrodotus,  Diodorus  Sicuius,  and  Justin,  wtU 
find,  that  fuch  kind  of  moral  reflexions  arife  naturally  from 
the  mutable  circumftances  of  facSts,  and  incidents,  which 
they  defcribe.  Men  in  general  have  ever  been  agitated  by 
the  fame  kind  of  reftlefs  fpirit,  and  tumultuous  jpuBons. 
They  have  bech  guilty  of  the  fame  vices  and  follies  5  and 
liable  to  the  fame  calamities,  from  their  firft  original,  to 
this  day.  Empires  have  rifen  and  decayed  ;  arts  and  fciences 
have  flouriihed  in  fome  places,  where  they  never  appeared 
before ;  and  have  declined  in  others,  where  they  had  long 
fiourifhed.  Spme  countries  have  produced  able  and  good 
men,    at  fome  particular  feafons  ;    and  others  have  been  , 

overrun  with  barbarifm  and  ignorance.  The  excellence  of 
the  Chriftian  inftitUtion  itfelf  has  not  made  us  much  better 
than  our  anceftors.  We  know  from  it  very  fully  our  duty 
towards  God  and  man  -,  but  we  will  not  pur  that  knowledge 

B  b  2  into 
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into  pradice.  If  we  arc  wife  as  firpentSj  we  arc  rcfolved 
not  to  be  harmlefs  as  doves.  And  yet  in  defpite  of  the  boaft* 
ed  wirdom  and  pride  of  moral  antiquity,  it  is  from  the  Chri- 
ftian  dodtrines  alone  we  can  receive  die  comfortable  cer- 
tainty, that  all  the  miferies  of  this  life  will  be  made  up,  and 
the  righteous  will  meet  fo  full  a  compeniation  for  their  fuf- 
ferings  here,  that  no  good  man  will  have  reafon  to  think  he 
has  been  hardly  dealt  with,  for  having  been  obliged  to  pais 
through  this  world,  whatever  ftorms  and  oppreffions  he  might 
have  encountered  in  the  voyage, 

EPISTLE    XXV. 
Pliny  to   Maximus. 

I  Wrote  you  word,  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  fome 
abule  might  arife  from  the  manner  of  voting  by 
ballotting.  It  hath  fp  happened.  In  the  laft  elec- 
tions, there  were  inferted  in  the  tablets  many  lobfe 
jefls,  and  fome  even  too  bad  to  be  repeated  :  but  in 
one  tablet  particularly  were  found  the  names  of  the 
voters  inftead  of  the  candidates.  The  fenate  fired  at  this, 
and  with  great  clamour  addrefled  the  offended  empe- 
ror to  punifli  the  writer  :  but  he  ^  difappointed  them 
and  remained  concealed  ;  and  perhaps  was  one  of 
thofe,  who  (hewed  greateft  refentment.  What  idea 
can  we  form  of  this  man's  private  behaviour  at 
home,  who,  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance,  at  lb 
ferious  a  juncture,  could  jeft  fo  fcuiriloufly  ?  and^ 
who  even  in  the  fenate,  is  at  once  a  giber,  a  fine 
gentleman,  and  a  fmart  fellow.  So  great  room  for 
licentioufhefs  has  the  confidence  of  being  undifco- 
vered  given  to  wicked  dilpofitions  :  who  can  find  us 
mt  ?  is  the  argument,  under  which  they  entrench 
themfclves.  This  man  demanded  the  tablets,  took 
his  pen  in  his  hand,  held  down  his  head  to  write ;  and 
whilft  he  fears  no  other,   defpifes  himfelf.     Frora 

f  The  Writer.  [ 
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Ijcnce  thefe  mockeries,  which  are  fit  only  for  the 
ftage.  Where  would  you  turn  ?  What  remedies 
would  you  feek  ?  On  every  fide  the  vices  are  more 
powerful  than  the  remedies.  But  all  thefe  things  will 
be  taken  care  of  by  one  *  above  us,  to  whofe  daily 
vigilance  this  impotent,  but  unbridled  pertnefs  of 
Qur  times  has  given  an  additional  weight  of  labour. 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS.    _ 

The  ill  confequences  foretold. by  Pliny,  in  the  twentieth 
cpiftle  of  the  third  book,  which  would  probably  arife  from 
the  tabellarian  law,  are  now  <:ome  to  pafs.  That  impudence^- 
'tv^hich  he  dreaded,  has  now  appeared,  but  under  fuch  a 
difguife,  as  to  run  no  hazard  of  a  difcovery  j  and  Pliny 
fhews  a  juft  indignation  upon  the  occafion.  But  as  there  are 
fome  obdcure  pailages  in  this  epifUe,  let  us  endeavour  to 
find  out  what  they  mean.. 

^id  hum  putamus  domi  facers^  qui  in  tanta  rij  tarn  ftrio 
tempore^  tarn  fcurriliter  ludat  ?  *'  If  a  man  could  be  fo  fcur- 
*^  riloufly  ludicrous  at  fo  ferious  a  time,  upon  fo  important 
**  an  occafion,  what  muft  his  behaviour  be  at  home  V* 
That  is,  whoever  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  idle  mockeries, 
when  juftice,  decency,  and  the  public  good  required  a  con- 
trary behaviour,  would  undoubtedly  facrifice  every  thing  to 
his  own  loofe  inclinations,  and  revel  in  enormities,  when 
he  was  fecure  from  the  fear  of  punifhment,  as  he  might  pro<- 
bably  be  at  his  own  houfe. 

^i  deniqui  omnino  in  fenatu  dicax^  it  urbanusy  et  bellus- 
eft  F  This  fentence  is  extremely  difficult  to  tranflate  clofely,' 
fo  as  to  come  up  to  the  full  intention  of  Pliny's  words. 
They  are  likely  enough  to  be  aimed  at  fome  particular 
perfon,  whom  Maximus  would  eafily  know  by  this  defcri- 
ption,  ^i  in  fenatu  dicaxj  **  who  in  the  fenate  is  a  buffoon," 
€t  urbanusy  et  beUus  ejl :  ^^  and  with  an  air  of  politenefs  Is  a 
*'  mere  coxcomb." 

Neminem  veretur^  fe  coniemnit :  *'  He  fears  no  body,  and 
*'  yet  defpifes  himfelf/*  That  is,  the  inward  diftates  of 
his  heart  tell  hjjsi,  although  he  is  fjife  froQi  difcovery,  he  i$ 

«  Trajan. 
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doing/what  he  ought  to  be  aihamcd  of;  he  feels  his  difgrace, 
jjthough  he  is  determined  not  to  Ibew  it :  and  while  he  a£ls 
JQ  fecurity,  labours  under  the  terrors  of  felf-convi£tion  :  he 
is  brought  in  guilty  by  his  own  confcience,  when  no  other 
judge  in  the  world  could  condemn  him.  The  phrafeology 
IS  extremely  (bort,  but  very  expreiSve  j  and  he  concludes 
the  epiftle  in  all  the  elegance  of  loyalty,  by  lamenting,  that 
the  impudence  and  impertinence  of  fuch  idle  people  fliould 
difturb  the  bappinefs  and  peace  of  his  imperial  mafter* 

EPISTLE    XXVI. 
PiiNV    fo   Nepos. 

1 

yO  U  defirc  I  Ihould  order  fuch  of  my  treatifc$, 
^  ypu  have  afFeftionately  purchafed^  to  be  read 
oyer  and  corrected.  I  fliall  certainly  obey.  For 
what  taik  can  I  undertake  more  willingly,  efpecially 
^s  it  is  your  command  ?  When  a  man  of  your  great 
cbnfequencc,  learning,  politcncfs,  and,  what  is  more, 
placea  in  the  buficft  Icene  of  life,  going  to  govern 
one  of  our  greateft  provinces,  fets  eftlmation  enough 
upon  my  writings  to  carry  them  with  him,  I  ought 
to  tal^e  all  jpoflibl^  pains  to  prevent  this  part  pf  his 
equipage  from  remaining  entirely  yifejefs.  I  fhall 
therefore  firft  apply  myfelf  to  make  thefe  companions 
^  agreeable  tp  you  as  poffible,  and  then  to  prepare 
others,  which  yovi  may  add  to  your  colledion,  when 
you  return.  My  inducement  to  write  muft  be  great^ 
fir>ce  I  H'^ow  I  uTt^U  have  fui:h  a  reader.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

The  firft  fentcncc  in  this  epiftle  is  not  immediately  intel- 
ligible.    Peiis^  ut  libelks  meoSy  quos  Jtudidjiffimi  copiparafti^ 
>  iegendos^  ncognofcendofque  cnrem.     The  meaning  I  apprehend 

fo  be  thb  :  '^  You  defire  I  would  dirc<ft  thofc  parts  of  my 
^  works,  which  ypu  have  purchafed  with  fiich  aiFeflion- 
^*  ate  care,  to  be  revifed  and  corrected  by  the  original  ma- 
H  nufcfipts  ;'*  ^l^ich  beittg  i^  Pljny'^  own  hands,  from 

him 
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him  only  an  exa£l  copy  could  Im  obtauned.  The  chara£^er 
of  N£Pos,  to  whon»  t^is  €piftle  is  addrefled,  is  given  us  by 
Pliny,  in  his  fowtb  epiftle  of  this  bool;,  addre&d  to  Sos- 
sius  Seseciq^  the  friend  of  Plutarch. 

* 

EPISTLE     XXVII. 
Plinv  t9  Pqmpeius   Falco. 

THIS  is  Ae  third  day  that  I  have  attiended 
Sentivs  AuGURiNus  in  the  rchearfal  of  his 
poetical  performances  ;  with  great  pleafure,  and  in  -  , 
deed  Vith  great  admiration.  He  caljs  them  hi?  Mif- 
cellanies  *.  Among  thefe  many  are  trifling,  many 
fublime,  fome  are  florid,  fome  pathetic,  many  are 
writ  in  a  panegyrical,  and  many  in  a  fatirical  ftyle. 
For  fome  years"  paft  I  think  I  have  not  feen  any  writ- 
ings of  that  kind  rtiore  perfeft,  unlefi  eithccr  the 
afFeftion  I  bear  the  author,  or  the  encQmiums  he 
has  -  beftowed  upcm  me,  have  prejudiced  tny  jut^- 
ment;  For  he  begins  with  a  compliment  to  me 
upon  my  diverting  myfelf  now  ^nd  then  in  the  po- 
etical way.  And  therefore  I  wijl  make  you  Jud^ 
of  my  partiaKty,  if  I  can  recojleft  his  fecond  line ; 
for  I  ranember  the  reft,  and  have  them  ready  for 
you.  -  ^ 

For  more  exited  flidits  unfit 
I  tune  my  iyrc  to  ipve  and  wit ; 
In  ftrains  like  thbfe  Catullus  fung. 
Or  foch  as  flowed  from  Caj-vus*  tongue. 

Without  authorities  like  thefe 
My  ^xMtive  mufe  may  hope  to  pleafe^ 
Pliny  beyond  them  all  I  prize. 
In  virtues  equal,  and  as  wife. 

^  PQematia. 
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My  pattern  he  in  what  I  do. 

My  pattern,  and  my  fanftion  too. 

Quitting  the  forum,  with  delist 

On  gayeft  themes  he  deigns  to  write. 

And  oft  his  vacant  pen  employs 

On  love^?  imaginary  joy^ 

From  bufinefs  freed,  in  ftrains  like  thcfc 

He  writes,  and  never  fails  to  pleafe. 

What  he  ?   the  wonder  of  our  age  ? 
Like  Catq,  faid  you,  grave  ^d  lage  ? 
pv'n  he  :  nor  need  I  then  to  care. 
What  Cato*s  thoughts  of  poets  were. 

Gp  you,  who  fain  wovila  make  pretence 
To  more  than  ordinary  fenfe  j 
' .     Deipife  the  mufe,  and  laugh  at  lovt. 
Let  your  auftere  behaviour  prove, 
(And  all,  who  pleafe,  believe  it  true) 
That  Pli^v  has  Jefe  wit  than  you* 

You  fee  how  ftnart,  how  proper,  how  expreflivc 
they  arc !  I  dare  engage  to  you,  the  whole  book, 
ivjiich  I  will  fend  you  as  foon  as  it  come3  out,  i$ 
of  ^  piece,  and  in  the  fame  tafte*  In  the  mc^ 
while  prepare  a  place  in  your  heart  for  this  young 
fnan,  and  congratulate  pur  age  upon  producing  fuch 
a  gpnius,  which  he  ftill  adorns  by  his  excellent  mor 
rals.  He  is  continually  with  Spurinna  and  An- 
toninus -,  being  related  to  theone,  and  a  welcome 
gueft  to  the  other.  You  may  ealily  conje6hjrc  from 
hence,  that  he  is  a  youth  of  no  finall  accotDplifh-f 
ments,  fmcc  he  is  in  fo  high  favour  with  men  of 
their  years  and  worth.  For  what  the  proverb  fays 
\s  certainly  true,  *'  Sucb  as  the  man  isy  fucb  js  the 
^^  company  he  delizhts  in.'^    Farewell. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

It  muft  be  confeffed  there  is  an  air  of  vanity  in  this  epU 
(He,  far  from  being  confiftent  with  that  modeftjr,  which  is 
not  only  amiable,  and  attra£live,  but  which  may  be  ranked 
among  the  duties  of  mankind. 

The  antients  are  full  of  felf-praife.  Fame  was  the  ulti- 
mate end  of  all  their  views*  Incenfe  could  not  be  mora  a- 
greeable  to  their  deities,  than  adulation  was  to  themfelves.    . 

The  verfes,  quoted  from  AvouRiNys,  give  us  no  ad- 
vantageous idea  of  him  as  a  poet*  They  are  neither  mu-^ 
iical,  nor  eafily  uhderftood.  But  as  the  morals  of  the  au-' 
thor  are  feprefented,  by  PtiNY,  remarkably  confpicuousJI 
his  eminent  virtues  were  of  more  confequence  to  thp  public^ 
than  the  eaiieft  ftrains  of  ppetry  could  poffibly  h^ve  been* 


EPISTLE    XXVIII. 
Pliny  to  Catilius  Severus* 


HErennius  Severus,  a  man  of  great  learning, 
thinks  it  will  be  an  honour  to  place  the  por- 
traits of  Cornelius  Nepos  and  Titus  Cassius  in 
his  library.  They  were  both  natives  of  your  city  \ 
and  he  defires,  if  their  pi&ures  are  there,  as  it  is 
probable  they  are,  that  I  would  take  care  to  get 
them  copied,  and  painted.  This  is  a  commiflion, 
which  I  particularly  enjoin  you  to  execute :  •  firflr, 
becaufe  your  friendfliip  always  difpofes  you  to  grant 
any  favour  I  ^fk :  again,  becaufe  you  bear  the  ut-^ 
moft  relpeft  to  literature,  and  the  utmoft  afFeftion 
to  men  of  learning :  laftly,  becaufe  you  reverence 
and  admire,  not  only  your  country  itfelf,  but  all 
thofe  who  have  done  honour  to  its  name.  I  beg 
you  would  chufe  out  the  moft  exaft  painter  you*  can 
find  :   for  as  it  is  difficult  to  perfc^  a  likencfs  from 
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an  original,  fo  a  copy,  froni  a  copy,  is  ftill  more 
difficult.  I  entreai:  you  therefore,  that  the  artift  you 
pitch  upon  may  not  be  permitted  to  vary,  even  for 
the  better.    Adieu. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Cornelius  Nepos  flourifhecl  in  the  reigns  of  the  two 
firft  Csefars,  Julius  and  Augustus  -,  an  acra,  when  the 
JRmnan  Unguag?  was,  in  the  utmoft  perfcAiop.  He  was  a 
snan  of  high  reputation  for  learning,  and  all  thofe  other 
advant^fes,  whldi^tend  to  cftabliih  a  great  charader.  Such 
of  bis  workS),  as  aro^  come  down  to  thefe  later  ages,  ar^ 
but  a  fin^dl  paft  of  bis  more  numerous  writing.  They 
are  excellent  in  their  kind.  The  purity  of  the  language, 
the  dignity  of  the  ftyle,  the  concifenefs  of  the  narration, 
(in  which  the  manners  and  memoirs  of  fo  many  different 
men  are  intiixJed)  dipmonilrate  the  extenlive  genius  of  the 
author,  and  ftrike  us  with  deep  regret  for  thofe  other  pieces, 
whi^  time  has  deftroyed.  He  has  not  only  given  u$  the 
lives  of  illuftrious  generals  and  commanders,  fuch  as  Mil- 
TiADEs,  Themistocles,  Pausanias,  and  others,  but 
has  alfo  written  the  life  of  Cato,  and  of  Atticus  j  with 
tte  latter  of  whom,  and  with  Tully,  this  eminent  bio- 
mpher  lived  in  the  utmoft  familiarity  and  friendihip.  The 
place  of  his  birth  is  uncertain ;  fome  authors  fay  he  was 
born  at  Parma^  others  at  Verona :  the  point  is  of  no  great 
importance. 

Titus  Cassius  Severus  was  an  orator  of  mean  birth, 
but  high  diftinc^ion  in  eloquence :  or,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
words  of  Tacitus*,  Relatum  et  de  Cassio  Sevei^q/a-- 
1^/^,  qui  fordida  originh^  malejicia  vita^  fed  orandi  vaadm  : 
**  The  affair  of  Cassius  Severus,  who  had  been  entiled, 
'•  came  before  the  fenatc :  he  was  a  man  of  a  very  fordid 
^  original ;  of  a  very  mifchievous  life ;  but  he  was  a  powcr- 
^  ful  orator.'^  He  was  of  a  (atirical,  implacabie  nature, 
which  he  indulged  fo  imprudently,  as  to  bring  upon  him- 
felf  the  revenge  of  many  powerful  enemies ;  and  accordingly 
y^  wasbaniihed  by  a  folemn  order  of  fenate,  during  the 

Mnnal.TAciTW  lib.  4.  cap.  2 x . 
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frfgn  of  AuousTtTS.  He  died  in  the  twenty  fifth  year  of 
his  exile,  sunidft  alt  tha  pinching  circumftances  of  want^ 
and  wretchedoefs  ;  a  miferable  martyr  to  his  own  flander* 
Qus  difpofition  :  nor  wa9  the  inveteracy  of  his  temper  to  be 
conquered,  but  by  d^th :  for  Tacitus  adds,  Jtque  iUic  [ia 
exilioj  eadem  oSiitamk^  nuntui  veUraque  04iia  advertit ;  bg^ 
nifque  exutus^  interdilfo  igni  atque  aqua^  ^faxo  Seriphio  confe^ 
nuit :  "  And  by  continuing,  during  his  exile,  in  the  fame 
*'  paths  of  malice,  he  confirmed  the  former,  and  raifed  frefh 
*'  enmities  againft  himfelf.  Thus  he  grew  old,  upon  the 
*'  rocks  of  Seriphos^  deprived  of  his  eftate,  and  intcrdidted 
^^  from  fire  and  water."  :  ^ 

If  the  pidhare  of  pp&N£l.|Us  N£P08  was  an  honour  to 
^  library  of  Herbnnius  Sevsku^,  certainly  the  portrjuC 
of  T.  Cassius  Sivcrv»  was  rather  a  difgrace  to  it.  But 
as  the  epiftle  is  addrefTed  to  Jui«ius  Sevbrus,  and  as 
IIrrrnwius  Sevbrus  is  the  perfon,  who  defires  the  pic- 
tures }  fuch  a  parity  of  names  gi^es  us  room  to  ima^ine^ 
iJiat  they  were  both  relations  to  Titus  Cassius  Seyjerus « 
a  circumfiance,  which  Pliny  purpofely  avoids  to  mentioiH 
becaufe  all  authors* agree,  that  the  birch  of  Cassius  was  low 
and  obfcure. 

^  One  of  the  Cj^clndesy  iflands  in  the  Arcbipda^. 


EPISTLE    XXIX. 
Pliny  to  Voconius  Romano  s. 


AWAKE,  my  friend  !  and  the  next  time  bufl- 
nefs  is  going  forward,  at  any  rate  come  into 
court.  It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  flee6  under  the  confi- 
dence of  my  indulgence  :  your  idlenefs  will  not  go 
unpunifhed.  Obfervc,  LiciNitJs  Nepos,  the  prae- 
tor, a  rigid  and  refolute  man,  impofed  a  fine>  even 
upon  a  fenator,  who  pleaded  his  own  caufe  in  the 
fenate,  but  pleaded  it  by  pc^tioning  to  be  fordven  : 
the  fine  was  remitted  ;  but,  not  till  he  had  lufFered 
fnuch(  fear  -,  had  made  his  fubmiflipu  j  and  was  under  ^ 

the 
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the  ncceflity  of  a  pardoni  You  will  fay,  all  prastors 
are  not  fo  fevere  :  you  are  miftakcn ;  for,  although 
I  own,  a  man  muft  be  naturally  fevere,  who  can 
make,  or  revive  fuch  a  precedent  ;  yet  when  it  is 
made,  or  revived,  the  bcft-natured  man  alive  may' 
be  ftrift  enough  to  put  it  in  execution.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

From  this  epiftle  we  learn,  that  the  praetors  had  the  power 
©f  convening  the  judges,  and  of  impofing  of  fines  on  thofe, 
.who  were  funmioned,  and  liegleded  to  appear.  It  farther 
ihews,  that  the  fenate  had  a  power  of  reducing,  confirming, 
or  taking  off  diofe  fines. 

The  praetors,  for  fome  time  paft,  had  been  too  eafy  and 
remifs  in  difcharging  this  part  of  their  duty  :  and  from  hence 
the  judges  had  contra&ed  an  inattention  to  bufinefs,  and  a 
lazineik  in  their  attendance ;  which  occafioned  great  delay,* 
and  much  expence  4o  the  fuitors.-  <  But  LiciNius  Nepos, 
at  that  time  praetor,  a  man  rigid,  and  refolute  in  exerting^ 
his  authority,  went  fo  far,  as  even  to  impofe  a  fine  upon  one 
of  the  fenators,  who,  trufting  to  former  indulgences,  had 
not  paid  immediate  obedience  to  his  funmions.  The  fine 
being  thus  laid,  the  fenator  had  no  relief,  but  from  the 
fenate.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  all  fines,  impofed  by  the 
courts,  were  to  be  reported  to  the  fenate,  who  had  autho- 
rity, as  is  already  faid,  to  reduce,  or  to  confirm  them.  If  ' 
confirmed,  they  were  paid  into  the  public  treafury,  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  with  us,  all  fines  impofed  by  other  courts 
are  eftreated  '  into  the  Exchequer  ;  where  the  barons,  to- 
gether widi  the  king's  council,  who  are  called  commiffioners 
of  reducement,  have  power  to  levy,  or  reduce  them. 

The  fine  being  reported  to  the  fenate,  the  perfon  men-» 
tioned  here,  as  nned  by  Nepos,  pleaded  for  himfelf.     Egit 

'  Our  manner  of  eftreating  is  thus.  The  judges,  who  impofe 
the  fines,  certify  in  parchment  the  name  and  abode  of  the  perfon, 
the  fine  impofea,  and  the  p^ufe  of  impofing  it.  This  parchment 
is  filed  in  the  Exchequer,  and  becomes  a  record  thereof,  and 
^hefeare-calledeflreats,  quajt  extra^a  qui  of  the  reCQr(L>  of  the 
courtd!»  from  whence  the^  came^ 


B  O  O  K    IV.  321 

eutemjicy  ut  dipncaretur  :  **  But  his  pleading  was  nothing 
'*  more  than  a  deprecation  of  judgement.**  He  did  not 
pretend  it  was  illegally  impofed,  or  that  his  omiiEon  ot  duty 
could  bear  any  juft  excufe  $  but  he  had  recourfq  to  prayen^  . 
fubmiflioh  iand  entreaties  for  mercy.  The  fenate  remitted 
the  penalty,  but  not  immediately.  Tliey  fufFered  him  to 
remain  fome  time  in  doubt ;  nor  did  they  chufe  to  relieve 
him  from  his  anxiety,  till  he  had  been  fumciently  puniihed 
by  his  fears  of  their  determination,  and  till  he  had  confefled 
his  offence,  and  had  publicly  begged  their  pardon :  an  ex- 
ample of  juftice  and  mercy,  highly  becoming  the  fenate  of 
Rome. 

EPISTLE    XXX. 
Pliny  to  Licinius  Sura. 

I  Have  brought  to  you,  out  of  my  own  country, 
inftead  of  a  prcfent,  a  problem,  well  dcferving 
the  attention  of  your  deepcft  philofophy. 

A  fpring  rifes  in  a  mountain,  it  runs  down  through 
rocks,  and  is  afterwards  received  into  a  banqueting 
houfe,  artificially  formed  for  that  purpofe.  The 
force  of  its  current  is  there  a  little  retarded,  and 
falls  from  thence  into  the  Larian  lake.  The  nature 
of  this  fpring  is  furprizing.  Three  times  in  a  day  it 
regularly  rifes,  and  fubfides,  in  equal  degrees  of  pro- 
portion. This  is  plainly  perceivable,  and  you  are  at 
once  convinced  and  delighted.  You  may  lye  down, 
by  it,  and  regale  yourfelf  with  a  collation,  while  the 
fountain,  which  is  exquifitely  cold,  fupplies  you  with 
drink  :  in  the  mean  time,  the  Ipring  in  equal,  and 
reciprocal  periods  of  time,  either  ebbs,  or  flows.  If 
you  place  a  ring,  or  any  thing  elfe  in  a  dry  part, 
near  the  terge  ot  the  fountain,  it  is  gradually  walh- 
ed  by  the  water,  and  at  laft  covered  by  it  :  again, 
it  difcovers  it  to  view  5  and  again,  in  a  little  time, 
retreats  entirely  from  it.    If  you  continue  your  ob- 

iervatioh. 
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jcrvadon^  you  will  {ec  the  l«me  thing  repeated)  a  fe- 
cond,  and  a  third  time.  Is  there  any  internal  art*, 
which  fucceffivcly  relaxes  aitd  contra&s  the  orifitfe 
and  mouth  of  the  fountain,  when*  by  its  infipulfe,  it 
refills,  or,  by  its  retreat,  it  yields  to  it  ?  TO  ye 
find  is  the  cafe  in  jars,  and  veifl^  of  th^t  fontn^ 
which  have  not  a  dired:  and  free  opening ;  for  thefe, 
when  either  perpendicularly^  or  obUcjuely  pkced, 
pour  6ut  the  Ik}Uor9  they  contain,  with  intrrnipted 
gulphs,  and  the  fighs,  as  it  were,  of  a  ftruggling  fpi- 
riL  Or,  is  the  Ipring  under  the  fame  influence  with 
the  ocean  ?  And  is  this  fmall  co]le<5tion  of  wateit 
fucceffively  contrafted  and  enlarged  by  the  fame  law, 
which  makes  that  ebb  and  flow  ?  Or,  is  its  current  re- 
pelled, durir^  a  certain  fpace  of  dime,  by  fome  caufe 
not  unlike  to  contrary  winds,  and  the  tide,  which, 
by  their  oppofing  force,  refill  the  motion  of  the  ri- 
vers into  the  fea  r  Or,  is  there  fome  latent  refervoir 
within,  fo  formed,  as  to  ret^n  a  certain  quantity  of 
water,  which  fupplks  this  ipring;  whofe  current  is 
diminifhed  and  runs  (lower  during  the  gradual  col- 
ledtion  of  water,  but  becomes  larger  and  more  rapid, 
when  the  whole  is  coUefted  ?  Or,  is  it  owing  (though 
I  comprehend  not  how)  to  fome  hidden  balance  5 
which  alternately  rifing  and  falling,  as  its  equilibrium 
is  varied  by  being  more  empty  or  fuD,  fucceffively 
rifes,  or  fupprefles  the  motion  of  the  water  ?  Exa- 
mine (for  you  can)  into  the  caufes  of  this  wonder.  It 
is  fufficient  for  me,  if  I  have  given  you  an  exa6t  de- 
fcription  of  it.     Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  are  feveral  inftances,  befides  this  mentioned  by 

Pliny,  of  ebbing  and  flowing  fprings.     As  he  was  fir/t 

formed  in  his  ftudies  by  his  uncle  Pliny  the  elder,  fuch  a 

•  furprizing  phasnomenon  could  not  fail  to  ftrike  his  mind  in 

ihe  manner  he  defcribes  ;  and  although  the  Ariflotelian  phi- 

lofophy. 
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lofophv,  which  then  prevailed,  could  not  ^(Ford  any  rational 
and  iatisfa^rv  folution  of  fuch  an  appearance  y  vet  tl|f 
cpnjeduresy  wnich  Pjliny  offers  with  great  modeftv^  anp 
fo  ingenious,  that  fome  authors,  who  have  fincq  defcribed 
thefe  repprocal  fountains,  have  either  declined  (as  too  dif- 
ficult a  taflc)  giving  any  account  of  the  reafon  *  of  them^ 
or  have  taken  their  h3rpothefes  from  his  comeAures,  witht 
out  mentioning  Ids  name.  Pliny  (amidft  the  darkne(^ 
in  which  natural  philofophy  was  enveloped  durbg  his  time^ 
l^is  certainly  more  thai)  hinted  the  real  caufe,  which,  frooi 
the  beft  principles  in  hydraulics,  accounts  moft  rationaUf 
for  thefe  appearances. 

Dr.  Lbigh,  in  his  natural  bift$ry  «/*  Lancalhire,  de« 
fcribes  an  ebbing  and  flowing  fpring  called  T^diJi/oelU  in  the 
peak  of  Ditbffhire^  and  one  more  remarkable  at  Gij^ifioig 
in  Tor^/hir4.  He  endeavours  to  account  for  the  flux  and  re- 
flux from  an  internal  air  (of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Spi^ 
ritus  9ccuhi9r  in  this  epiftle)  fucceffively  choaking  up,  and 
relaxing  the  orifices  of  the  aquedu£l;s,  which  form  the 
fpring }  and  which  he  fuppofes  to  run,  not  in  a  direcSk,  bu( 
iii  a  (piral  manner. 

The  caufes  of  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  ocean  were  un- 
known in  the  time  of  Pliny,  but  may  not,  perhaps,  im- 
properly be  taken  to  explain  an  appearance,  which  b^urs  ib 
near  an  analogy  to  it,  and  is  really  the  only  true  fc^ution 
of  this  reciprocal  motion  of  fome  fprings. 

The  ebbing  and  flowing  of  th^  fea  agree  evidently  with 
the  times  of  the  moon,  but  yet  product  by  the  united 
force  of  attradlion  of  the  fun  and  moon.  This  operation 
is  immediately  on  the  atmofphere  \  and  therefore  the  ef- 
feds  will  be  the  fame,  in  fome  certain  degree,  whether 
this  atmofphere  prefled  the  fea,  or  particular  fountains  \  for 
all  fluid  bodies  are  in  fome  meafure  influenced  by  this  ge- 
neral great  law  of  attradion :  and  a  cubical  inch  of  water 
fwells  and  fubfides  in  proportion  with  that  of  the  ocean ; 
yet,  on  this  account,  in  all  *  other  colle£l:ions  of  water 
(which  have  not  an  immediate  communipation  with  the 
ocean)  muft  be  imperceptible.  But  where  water  is  con- 
veyed from  the  ocean  to  fountains,  then,  according  to 
the  fituation,  regularity,  or  irregularity  of  fuch  paflSges, 
the  rifing  and   falling  of  the   ocean  may  a£t  differently, 

^  *  VidcVAttXNi  Geog.  cap.  17.  prop.  17. 

with 
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with  regahl  to  the  force  imprefled  on  the  waters  ifiuing^ 
from  it:  and  a  fubfiding  ocean  may  z6k  with  greater 
force  on  fome  canals  (according  to  their  fituation)  than  a 
rifingone.  . 

But  as  it  does  not  appear,  that  this  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing well,  mentioned  by  Plii^y,  had  any  communica- 
tion with  the  fea,  or  obferved  the  fame  periods  with  it 
of  rifmg  or  fuUiding,  (neither  in  that  cafe  would  the 
motions  of  it  have  been  unifoitn,  but  varied  in  the  different 
times  of  the  day)  fome  other  way  of  accoimting  for  it  itiuft 
be  attempted* 

All  the  phenomena  of  different  ebbing  and  flowing 
wells  have  been  rationally  explained,  by  fuppofing  them 
fupplied  from  refervoirs,  that  have  natural  fiphons,  not 
tinlike  what  Hero  Alexanxjrinijs,  and  other  hy- 
draulic writers,  have  defcribed  in  a  cup,  (from  its  efFeA 
called  Tantalus)  which  will  hold  any  quantity  of  water 
very  well,  when  it  is  not  filled  above  a  certain  hei^t 
marked  in  the  cup ;  but  if  it  be  filled  higher,  hot  only  the 
liquor  above  the  mark  will  run  out,  but  the  whole  quantity 
which  this  veflel  contains. 

It  is  beyond  doubt,  that  many  mountains  abound  with 
caverns  of  diflerent  flzes  and  forms ;  and  have  likewife 
channels  of  various  fhapes,  which  convey  the  water  from 
one  cavern  to  another.  Such  pafTages,  (of  whatfoever 
{hape  and  dimenfion,  or  however  winding)  if  they  are 
tight,  and  run  from  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity,  firfl  up- 
wards, to  a  heieht  leis  than  that  of  the  cavern,  and  then 
downwards,  will  be  a  natural  fiphon. 

And  from  thefe  caufes,  probably,  was  formed  Pliny's 
miraculous  well.  He  feems  to  have  hinted  as  much,  where 
he  fays,  yin  latentihus  vents  certa  menfuray  qua  dum  colligit^ 
quod  exhauferat<i  minor  rivus^  et  pigrior ;  cum  colUgitj  agi^ 
lior  majorque  profertur  ?  "  Whether  or  not,  from  veins  of 
**  the  earth  rifing  to  a  certain  given  height,  the  fpring, 
•^  while  it  again  receives  the  fluid,  which  it  had  before 
♦*  thrown  out,  does  not  feem  a  lefs  and  flower  flream  ? 
•'  When  the  fame  quantity  of  water  is  quite  collefted,  does 
**  it  not  become  quicker  and  larger  ?" 

It  is  evident,  from  Pliny's  defcription,  in  two  or  three 
{^ces  of  the  epifUe,  efpecially  by  the  expreffion,  Ter  in 
die  Jiatis  auSlibus^  ac  diminutionihus  \  and  again,  certis  di* 
menjifqui  momentisy  that  the  ebbing  and  flowing  conftantly 

obferved 
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ebfeived  a  iixed,  and'  regular  period,  three  times  a  dajr* 
at  equal  diflances,  Ther^>re>  dw  caules  producing  it  muft 
uSt  in  an  equal  uniform  manner:  but  whether  me  hints 
thrown  out,  in  there  obfcrvations,  have  given  the  Icaft 
light  towards  tboTe  caufes,  is  left,  my  dear  Ixai  BoylIi  to 
your  determination. 
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EPISTLE     I. 
Pliny  io  Catilius  Severus.   ■ 

CSMAL.L  ]ssfiCf  is  fallen  to  m^  but 
I  ma^  acccpta&e  than  the  largcft.  Why 
L  more  acceptable  than  the  largeft  ?  Pom* 
'  POHJA  Ghatilia  having  difinhcritcd 
'  her  fon,  Assudius  Curianus,  left  me 
one  of  her  hdrs,  and  appointed  Ser- 
l-ORius  Seterus,  a  man  of  praetorian  order,  and 
other  eminent  Roman  knights,  coheirs  with  me.  Cu- 
rianus defired,  that  I  would  beQow  upon  turn  my 
particular  portion,  and  affift  him  by  diat  foreju^e^ 
C  c  2  ment 
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meni  '  of  his  right,  promifing,  by  a  fccret  contraft, 
t3o  fecurd  t6  me  my  own  Ihare.  I  anfwcrcd,  tjut  it 
'yrh$  not  agreeable  to  my  conftant  pi-aflicc  to  do  one 
idi^hg  f  ublicly,  and  another,  quite  inconCftent  with 
it^^  in  fecret.  BeAdes,  that  it  was  nbt  honourable  to 
make  donations  to  a  perfbn,  who  was  rich,  and  had 
no  children.  In  a  word,  if  I  made  him  a  prefent  of 
my  part  in  the  manner  he  defired,  it  would  be  no 
advantage  tp  him  ;  but  it  might  be  of  fervice,  if  I 
renounced  niy  right,  which  I  was  willing  to  do,  if  it 
'Ih«uld  appeai'  to  me,  that  he  was  unjuftly  difinherit- 
cd*  To  this  he  faid,  *•  1  defire  you  would  inform 
*Vyotirfelf  of  the  truth."  Paufing  a  little,  I  replied, 
"  1  wUU  nprdo  tfee^.why  I  ihould  appear  lels.in 
"  m/  own  <iye^.  than  J  appear  in  yours  :  but  now 
*'  remember,  that  I  (hall  not  want  courage  to  pro* 
*'  nounce  my  judgement  in  fayour  of  your  mother, 
"  if  the  fad  lead3  me  to  be  of  that  opinion."  "  Do 
<*  as  you  pleafe,"  anfwered  he,  "  for  you  will  cer*' 
"  tainly  do  what  is  mod  equitable."  I  called  in  two 
afliftants,  who  were  men,  at  that  time,  ,of  moft  di- 
ftinguilhed  charaders  in  Rome^  Corellius,  and  Fron^^ 
TiNus.  With  thefe  on  each  fide  of  me,  I  fat  as  a 
judge  in  my  chamber.  Curianus  Ipoke  what  he 
thought  made  moft  for  his  purpofe*  I  anfwered  in 
few  words  ;  nor  was  there  any  other  prefent  to  ^fend 
the  honour  of  the  deceafed,  I  then  withdrew  to  con- 
fult  with  my  aiTiftants,  and  as  we  had  agreed  in  opi- 
nion, I  faid  to  him,  "Gurianus,  your  mother 
^^  feems  to  have  had  juft  rcaibns  to  be  angry  with 
♦*  you." 

*  The  pngjuJieium,  or  forejadgeinen%  alludes  to  the  prajudi^ 
€ium  of  the  decim<virif  which  had  generally  an  infloence  on  the 
centum'viri.  Some  caufes  were  firfl  judged  by  the  ^r^i»«i^/r/,  aii<| 
lifterwards  by  the  centum^iri  ;  and  thofe  were  called  frajudiciales. 
Thus  Pliny^s  prejudgement  might  have  had  an  influence  on  the 
cplicirs. 

After 
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After  tUs,  Curiakus  (X)mmenccd  a  fuit  before 
the  centumviri  with  the  other  coheirs,  but  not  with 
me.  The  day  of  hearing  approached :  my  coheir^ 
were  willing  to  compound,  and  make  an  end  of  th^ 
conteft  :  not  from  any  diffidence  of  their  caufe,  but 
from  fear  of  the  times.  They  were  apprehenfive  of 
what  they  h^d  fcen  happen  to  many,  that  while  they 
were  defending  a  civil  caufe  before  the  centumviri, 
they  fliould  be  accufed  of  fome  capital  crime.  And 
there  were  ibme  amongft  them,  to  whom  the  friehd^ 
fliip  both  of  Gratilla  and  Rusticus  would  be  ob-* 
jeded.  They  defired  me  to  talk  to  Cur i anus.  We 
met  in  the  temple  of  Concord.  There  I  aflced  him, 
•*  If  your  mother  had  left  you  heir  to  a  fourth  part 
**  of  her  fortune,  could  you  complain  ?  What  if 
**  your  mother  had  appointed  you  heir  to  her  whole 
*'  fortune,  but  had  fo  loaded  it  with  legacies,  that 

not  more  than  a  fourth  part  would  come  clear  to 

you  ?  You  ought  theretore  to  be  contented,  if 
**  you,  who  have  been  difinherited  by  your  mother^ 
**  receive  a  fourth  part  from  her  heirs  •,  to  which  alfo 
*'  I  will  make  an  addition.  You  know  you  com- 
*'  menced  no  fuit  againft  me  ;  and  two  years  are 
**  how  pafled,  by  which  I  have  obtained  a  legal  and 
<*  indifputable  right.  But  in  order  to  make  you 
**  more  conformable  to  my  coheirs,  and  not  to  let 
"  you  be  a  lofer  by  your  refpeft  to  me,  I  make  you. 
«*  the  fame  offer  for  my  own  particular  Ihare." 

I  had  the  fatisfaftion  not  only  of  difcharging  » 
good  confcience,  but  of  obtaining  gloi'y  by  it :  there-< 
tore  this  fame  Curianus  left  me  a  legacy  *,  and  (un- 
lefs  perhaps  I  flatter  myfelf)  has  diftinguifbed  what  I 
did,  as  an  action  equadly  honourable  with  thofe  of 
the  ancients. 

I  have  written .  thefe  particulars  to  you,  becaufe  I 
have  been  ufed  to  confer  as  much  with  you  as  with 
myfelf,  upon  all  points,  that  either  delighted,  or 
difturbed  mp.    In  ihort,  I  thought  it^unkind  to  de- 

C  c  ^  "  fraud 
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fraud  fo  dear  a  friend  of  that  plcafure,  \fhich  Iinyfelf 
enjoyed  :  nor  indeed  am  i  Stoic  cnou^  to  rfifink  it  of 
no  confequence,  whether  I  obtain  the  approbation  of 
others,  as  a  reward  for  thofe  aftions,  'which,  I  ttiiidc, 
i  have  performed  with  honour-     Farewell; 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  lepcy  here  fpokcn  of  is  not,  as  I  appfehcna^  the 
legacy  from  Gratilla,  but  from  Curianxts,  Whp  was 
fo  pleafed,  and  found  himfelf  fo  much  oHiged  byfttlNY's 
conduA  with  tiie  coheirs  of  Pompokia  Gratilla,  llmt. 
dying  foon  afterwards,  he  left  him,  as  a  todcen  of  friehdfldp 
and  gratitude,  Legatum  modicum^  [ei  ompUjJiim'grath^  -:  ^^  He 
^<  b^ueathed  bim  a  moderate  legacy,  but  more  acqeptable 
**  than  the  largeft.**  Neverthelefe  tnc  light,  in  which  the 
epiftle  is  generally  looked  upon,  differs  extremely  froin 
what  is  now  advanced.  The  commentators  all  imagine  it 
the  legacy  of  the  mother,  from  which  Pliky  aflumes  fuch 
honourable  joy,  and  not  any  bequeft  from  the  (on :  •  but  tjiey 
are  certainly  miftaken.  Assudius  Cv&ian9s,  admiring 
At  jufttce,  and  finitten  with  the  geip^roi^  of  Pf^iNY^  when* 
appointed  one  of  the  heirs  of  Pomponia  G&ATiLLA,takes 
an  opportunity,  at  his  death,  of  teftifying  the  high  fenfe  he 
Betsuned  of  our  author^s  diiinterefted  behaviour :  Ille  erga 
CuRiANus  legatum  Plinio  reUquit :  "  Curianus  diere- 
^  fore  left  a  legacy  to  Pliny.'* 

-  Take  the  epiftle  in  this  fenfe,  and  it  rai(es  the  charafter 
ef  CuRiANus  to  a  high  degree.  He  had  been  abfbltttely 
diiinherited  by  his  momer :  neverthelefs,  by  the  prudent 
management  of  Pliny,  (for  there  is  prudence,  as  well  as 
generoHty,  in  the  decifionj  he  came  in  for  a  fhare  of  her 
wealth,  to  no  part  of  which  he  could  othei wife  -have  made 
any  juft  pretenfion.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  all'  his  hopes 
refted  either  in  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  or  the  benevolent 
difpofrtion  of  the  coheirs  :  whate^fc^  he  gained  from  them, 
muft  be  a  free  gift ;  whatever  he  gained  by  law,  muft  he 
pepugnant  to  equity  :  Ferebantur^  quodvidebant  mukis  acci- 
dijfe^  ne  ex  centurmjirQli  judicio  capitis  ret  exirent  :  '*  They 
*'  were  apprehenfive  left  they  fhould  be  capitally  condemned 
*'  by  the  decree  pf  the  centumviri,  a  fate,  wnich  they  ob- 
^  ferved  had  brollen  many  pthersV*  'It  was  hohlc  diere-. 

-  ■*  '  fore 


fbre  Ih  ^uriakub  to  dhoofe  the  road  of  jnfiaec^  asd  4hr 
path  of  peace.  In  tbofe  ientimeittt  he  oiiitted  fab  detim  la£ 
imig'the  cohcii^  (perfons  Qimcadoua  pixwahly  to  the  higher 
pDwers)  ud  acquiitfced  in  accepting  the  fourth  part  of  hb 
9iother's  fbrtume,  whidi  v^  ^11  more  extraordinaiy,  a^  h? 
bad  aheady  taken  fome  fteps^  by  comtnenciflg  a  uw-futt^ 
towards  pofflefltng  himfelf  of  the  whole. 

It  may  be  objected,  thfit  as  the  death  of  CuMi anus  b 
not  mentioned  in  the  epiftle^  we  ought  to  (uppofe^  the  le^ 
gacy  to  have  comd  from  Gratili. a.  fiiit  the  death  of 
CVKiANUs  was  a  known  circumftilnce ;  he  was  a  perfoai 
of  note,  the  fen  of  Arulsnus  Rusticus,  who  had  beeii 
put  to  deatk  by  Domitian  ;  and  dierefore  Pliny  had  nd 
n^d.  to  iaopart  a  piece  of  news  to  SBVBHuis,  with  which 
he  oertainly  muft  be  dready  acquainted.  The  particulara 
of  the  bequeft  could  be  known  only  to  few,  and  Pliny  had 
great  reaibn  to  be  vaLa  (if  there  can  be  a  tm&m  for  vanity) 
lA  being  appointed  coheir  by  the  motfaerj  and  in  having  a 
legacy  tequeathed  to  him  by  the  fon,  with  whom  that  mo* 
ther  had  lived  in  fi>  great  eftrangement,  as  totally  to  cut  faint 
off  from  any  benefit  in  her  will.  It  (hews,  that  all  perfonsj^ 
although  ever  fo  much  at  variance  with  each  others  agreed 
mutuaUy  in  their  love,  and  efteem  of  our  author. 

Among  the  dd  Romans  there  were  three  kinds  of  wills  t 
Unumj  quod  ealatis  comitiis  :  akerum,  ptod  in  prmn^ii  :  tif^ 
ttum^  quod  per  ms  it  lihram  afpellatum  Ifi. 

The  firn  kind  were  fuch  wills  as  wate  made  by  ai^  p^'-f 
Tons  in  the  eomitia  caiata^  an  afTembly  of  the  people,  wh(^ 
were  called  together  for  the  eleSion  and  confecration  of 
priefte  I  end^  in  the  more  antient  times  of  the  comatoil^ 
wealthy  for  wills  made  in  prefence  of  the  people. 

The  fecond  kind  related  whcjly  to  tbe  foldtery.  In  ftW^ 
tin^u  fa^a  uftamenkty  Fefio  intefpreiey  dicdantir^  qu^  mU 
Utes  pugmturiy  'oil^  ut  pfanius  PlutaIICH&Sj  pra^faifiiui 
woMmilitoniius  nuncupaiant. 

The  thi^d  kind,  Per  as  et  iih^ami  k  defcribed  by  Rosf-^ 
VOs  .to  be  a  fort  of  imaginary,  or  fi£titious  iale,  by  which 
the  feller  diipofed  of  all  his  effefb.  The  biiye#  ^ave  nd 
confMieration,  and  was  only  a  miikie  In  the  whole  affkin 
But  it  was  required,  in  making  this  particular  kind  of  will^ 
that  two  Roman  citizens  of  mature  age,  and  the  ^  Ubrtpen$ 
(an  officer^  who  overlooked  the  weights  and  mcafures,  and! 

'^  A  libra  &  pendendo,  five  {>onderandQ  diiQas>  ^nafi  pondera^on 
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wis  an  over&er  in  weig^uig  goods)  ami  the  buyer  aUb^  yjr 
all  amountins  to  feven  perfons^  fhoidd  be  prefent. 

The  two  nrft  fiut  of  teftaments  were  early  laid  afide  bf^ 
the  Romans ;  and  the  third,  although  it  continued  longq*^ 
yet,  according  to  ^  Justinian^  at  length  fell  into  difdfe; 
and  anoliier  form  was  inftituted,  appointing  not  onlv  fevea 
witneiTes  to  be  prefent,  and  fubfcribe  their  names,  but  the 
edi^  of  the  praetor  to  be  neceflary,  and  feals  to  be  affixed  to 
every  will,  tfiat  was  per&Aed. 

Children  vrere  not  permitted  to  make  a  will,  or  to  devife 
any  legacy  by  teftament,  unlefs  what  they  gained  in  war^ 
fuch  as  (bldier's  pay,  (ifc.  Their  lives,  their  properties,  and 
their  liberty,  were  under  the  dominion  of  their  parents. 
Justinian,  in  his  Inftitutes,  takes  particular  notice  of  the 
unparalleled  power,  which  the  Romans  had  over  their  chil* 
dren,  where  he  fays,  *  Jus  auttm  poteftatis^  quod  in  Uberos 
baiemuSf  froprissm  tji  avium  Romanorum ;  nuUi  enim  aliifunt 
bonuniSy  qui  talem  tn  Uberos  habiont  potejlatimy  quam  nos  ha-^ 
bimus :  ^^  But  the  power  and  right,  which  we  have  over 
•*  our  children,  is  a  property  only  of  the  Romans.  No 
<<  other  people  have  jurifdiSions  of  that  kind,  but  ourfelves." 
And  DioNTsius  Halicarnassensis  informs  us,  that  the 
Romans  had  a  greater  authority  over  their  (bns,  than  the 
mailers  over  their  (laves.  A  lervant  once  fold,  if  he  ob- 
tained a  manumiffion  from  his  new  mafter^  became  entirely 
free  :  but  the  Ton  was  not  at  his  own  liberty  before  he  was 
three  times  fold  by  his  father,  and  had  received  three  manu- 
nuffions  from  his  mafters*  From  hence  many  a£b  of«  arbi* 
trary  power  arofe.  The  tender  yearnings  of  nature  were 
often  obliterated  in  parents  :  they  gave  themfelves  up  to  pidf- 
fion  and  partiality,  and  difinherited  their  own  of&pring  from 
prejudice,  without  a  caufe.  This  feems  not  to  have  been 
the  cafe  of  Gratilla  %  fhe  had  difinherited  her  fon  Cu-- 
{tiANUs  by  her  will  ;  but  in  all  probability  had  affimed 
reafons  for  fo  doing,  the  laws  at  that  time  requiring  it.  The 
fon  imagined,  that  upon  a  trial  thofe  reafons  might  not  be 
confirmed  :  he  applied  himfelf  therefore  to  Pliny  in  the 
manner  mentioned  in  this  letter  $  who  a^ed  with  his  ufual 
openneft  and  integrity,  rejected  all  propofals  of  gain,  and 
avoided  the  leaft  underhand  dealing,  or  diihonourable  com-» 
paft.    Struck,  and  enamoured,  as  we  faid  before,  with  fo 

«  Vid.  Justinian,  de  tei[bmentii;0r3iiiandis.  lib.  2.  tit.  10. 
*  Lib.  I,  lit.  9.  J.  2.  p.  45.;'^  •.     . 

much 
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nmch  virtue,  Cuaianus,  by  a  legacy  of  klndnefi  at  hit: 
death,  gave  occallon  to  this  epiftle.  It  appears  to  have  been 
written  in  die  rdgn  of  .Domiti  an  ;  and,  in  one  place  par* 
ticularly,  hintg  at  the  perib  of  that  dangerous  reign. 

EPISTLE    11. 
Pliny  /^  Flaccus* 

I  Have  received  the  prefent  of  delicate  fea-thnxflies, 
to  which,  during  uiis  tempeftuous  weather,  I  can 
fend  no  equivalent,  either  from  the  market  of  Lau^ 
rcntinum^  or  from  the  fea.  A  barren  letter,  which 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  favour  1  have  received,  is 
all  the  return  you  will  find.  I  cannot  even  imitate 
the  policy  of  Diomedes  in  the  exchange*  But  fuch 
is  your  good  nature,  that  in  this  point  you  will  more 
eafily  grant  me  a  pardon,  from  the  frank  coiifeiTion, 
that  I  fcarce  dcferve  it.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Many  of  Pliny's  epiftles  have  efcaped  the  flames,  merely 
as  they  were  tokens  of  certain  circumftances  neceflafy  for 
his  remembrance ;  or  amufements,  by  which  he  might  now 
and  then  review,  what  he  had  expreft  to  his  correfponden  s 
upon  particular  occafions.  Of  this  latter  fort  feems  to  be 
this  epiftle  to  Flaccus.  The  compliment  4s  genteel,  and 
as  much  faid,  as  the  fubje£l  will  admit ;  which  although 
not  interefting  to  us  at  prefent,  yet  perhaps,  at  the  time 
when  written,  or  preferved,  was  of  fome  ufe  either  to  the 
author,  or  his  friend  ;  or,  indeed,  might  be  kept  only  to 
remind  Pjliny,  that  he  owed  Flaccus  a  prefent  of  fiih 
from  Launntinumj  a  debt,  which  he  ought,  SLpd  intended  to 
pay,  as  foon  as  the  weather  became  lefs  tempeftuous. 

The  turdi  were  the  fea-thru{h ;  a  fmall  fpotted  iifh,  not  a 
foot  long,  of  a  ruiTet-colour,  and  in  figure  like  a  tench,  liv- 
ing among  ftones  and  rocks  ;  by  which  means  it  was  im^* 
poffible  to  take  them,  except  in  calm  weather.  They  were 
eaten  generally  in  *  autumn,  and  were  efteemed  a  delicacy 

*  See  DACXsa'i  notes  on  Horaci,  fat.  i.  lib.  i. 
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waabng  ibe  'Romans.  .  The  mentien  <3f  (et-^ltfuikes  ftrndnlr 
us  of  a  ridiculous  inn^cee^r,  defcribe^  Toy  H&HACI  in  hh 
jeurpey  to  Brundujtumj  pMok  exceffive«fficioufiie(9  in  btttt« 
ing  this  kind  of  fifllfet Us lleufe  en  Ika. 

TenSmushinc  re£fa  iSefUVMum,  %hi'fidulu5  hofpe$ 
Pdcne  arjky  macros  dum  turdos  verfai  in  tgm  : 
Nam  va^4i  per  veterjem  diiapfo  fiamrf^  jcufi$0m 
Vukano^  fummum  proper abat  lamhere  tedium 
Conyivas  avidos  ccen$m^  feroofque  timentef 
Turn  rapiTi^  atfue  onrntt  rt/Hngiiere  veHe  vnkres  ^* 

"  To  Benev€ntumf^7^tfx^yoymi<cj\xf^  ' 

^^  Our  journey  ended  wiA  the  €}o(e  of  daijr.; 
^^  The  bufy  landlord  fweating  bad  prepare 
^^  Some  lean  .fea-]^r|i(hef ,  ftaii^»  but  weU:oixie  fare^ 
**  "From  cover'jd  Ambers  new-blown  flanges  ariii^ 
^<  And  wood  on  wood  th*  officious  hoft  fupplies^ 
<«  Till  oM  and  IquI^  with  foot  of  years  repfet^ 
<<  The  cfaimaey  kindled  with  unuuiil  heat  i 
*'  A  larger  vent  .the  furious  flame  demands, 
^<  Back  rolls  the  tempeft  on  the  feeder's  hands  : 
<<  Then  nnounting  upwardi  with  tremenflous  blaze 
<<  Seizes  the  beam,  and  round  the  cieling  plays : 
<^  Amas^d,  confus'd,  guefts^  fervattfs,  tA  confjHiv 
^'  To  iave  ^  fupper  firfty  then  quench  the  fice«'' 

'  HoR.  lib.  I.  fit.  5, 

EPISTLE     III 

P  L  I  N  Y   /(?    A  R  I  S  T  O. 

AT  the  fame  time,  that  your  numerous  ads  of 
fricndlhip  are  extremely  grateful,  and  agree- 
able to  me,  fcarce  any  one  of  t;hem  has  pleafed  mc 
more,  than  your  not  concealing  from  me,  the  m^y 
and  copious  difjputes,  relating  to  ipy  verfes,  at  your 
houfe ;  which  were  ftill  lengthened  out  by  the  variow 
opinions  of  the  critics.  Amongfl  whom  thcrt  were 
fome^  whp  did  not  condemn  the  poeim  thcmfelves, 

yet 
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yet  blamed  njc  {but  In  a  ycry  friendly  atid  finccjre 
manner)  for  havir^  written  and  repeated  publidy 
verfes  of  that  kind ;  to  whofe  cenfure,  (although  i 
tha^eby  render  myfelf  more  Mameable,)  I  make  tins, 
anfwer  :  My  poetical  cx>mpofitipns  are  fometimcs  not 
the  gravcft:  I  write  comedies,  I  frequent  p^nto* 
mimes,  I  read  lyrics,  I  unravel  the  myfterics  of  la* 
tir ;  and  befides,  I  now  and  dien  indedge  myfelf  in 
laughing,  jcdcinjg,  pflayingj  and,  in  one  word,'icd 
fliew  I  trice  feme  deli^  in  all  innocent  recreation*^ 
I  am  a  man.  Nor  can  it  give  me  any  concern,  dwt 
fuch  judges  flipuld  entertain  lb  bad  an  opinion  of  mf 
morris,  and  be  fo  much  furin'ixcd  at  my  writings, 
when  diey  are  ignorant  enou^  not  to  know,  mat 
the  tnoft  learned,  the  graveft,  and  the  chafteft  au- 
thors have  written  in  the  fame  way/  But  I  an^  coh^ 
vincod  I  flia!i  eafily.  obtain  permiffion  from  thofe,  who 
are  wdl  acqurinted  with  the  vriue,  and  the  number. 
of  the  authors,  in  whofe  fteps  I  ttcad,  to  err  witK 
companions,  whom  it  is  honourable  to  imitate,  not 
only  in  their  ferious,  but  rifo  in  their  diverting  conj- 
pofitions.  Shril  1  be  afraid,  (I  will  name  none  a* 
mong  the  living,  left  I  fubjeft  myfell  to  an  appear* 
ance  of  flattery)  1  fay,  ihril  I  fear,  that  what  became 
TuLLY,  Calvus,  Pollio,  Messala,  Hortfnsius, 
Brutus,  Sylla,  Catulvs,  ScyEVOLA,  Sulpitixts, 
Varro,  Torquatus,  even  ril  the  Torquati,  Mem- 
Mius,  Lentulus,  GiETULicus,  SiNECA,  and  laft 
of  all,  Verginius  Rufus,  ftiould  be  indecent  in 
me?  And,  if  private  cxaniplcs  will  not  JufEce,  let 
me  name  the  Caefars,  Julius,  AuGusTusi  Nerva, 
and  Titus  ;  for  I  pafs  by  Nerp  :  althou^  I  know, 
that  thofe  writings  do  not  neccflarily  become  cor- 
rupted, which  are  written  even  by  the  worft  of  mep, 
but  I  alfo  know,  that  thofe  remain  ri>yays  pure, 
which  are  written  by  vimious  menj  anwng  whom 
ought  particularly  to  be  mentioned,  Virgil  and  Cor- 
nelius Nepos,  out  firft  1  fliould  have  faid  Acciirs 

and 
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and  Eimiirs.*  Tbefc  were  not  (enators,  but  purity 
of  manners  equals  all  ranks.  I  indeed  rehearle  my 
compofitions,  out  know  not,  whether  they  rehearfed, 
or  not.  True,  but  they  might  reft  fatisfied  in  their 
own  judgement ;  my  lentiments  of  myfelf  are  more 
modeft,  than  to  think  any  work  fufEciently  perfeft^ 
dut  has  only  my  own  approbation.  For  thele  rea« 
fons  therefore  I  rehearle ;  firft,  becaufe  whoever  re- 
dtes  in  public,  looks  over,  and  examines  his  writings 
vnih  a  feverer  eye,  out  of  deference  to  his  audience : 
then  again,  if  he  has  any  doubts,  they  are  determine 
ed,  as  it  were,  by  the  opinion  and  advice  of  his  au* 
ditors.  He  meets  with  many  admonitions  from  dif* 
ferent  peribns;  or,  if  not,  ne  perceives  the  fenti« 
ments  of  every  particular  perfon  oy  the  countenance, 
the  eyes,  a  nod,  a  modon  of  the  hand,  a  murmur, 
a  dead  lilence^  all  which  lead  him  eafily  to  diftinguilb 
judgement  from  complaifance.  And  from  hence  it 
is,  that  if  any  one  ot  thofe,  who  were  prefent  at  my 
rdiearfal,  fhould  have  the  curioHtv  to  read  what  I 
then  repeated,  he  will  perceive,  that  I  have  either 
changea,  or  erafed  fome  particular  paflages,  merely, 

Eerhaps,  in  compliance  to  his  judgement,  although 
e  never  fpoke  one  fyllable  to  me.  But  I  am  reafon* 
ing  on  this  fubjed,  as  if  I  did  not  (eleft  a  few  friends 
into  a  private  chamber,  but  fummoned  the  people, 
as  it  were,  to  a  public  auditory  •,  and  to  have  a  nu* 
merous  fet  of  fnends  has  been  a  glory  to  many  men, 
a  reproach  to  none.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fondnefs  and  partiality  of  an  author  towards  his  own 
compofitions  are  apparently  vifible  in  this  letter.  Aristo 
had  amicably  fent  Pliny  an  account,  that  at  his  houfe 
fome  criticifms  had  pafTed  in  converfation,  not  fo  much  a* 

fjainft  certain  poems  written  by  our  author,  as  againft  the 
ubje£b,  of  which  they  treated :  indecent  fub]e&,  and  con- 
lequendy  improper  to  be  rehearfed  in  public  >  particularly  by 

a  man 
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«  mm  of  Plik  Y^s  cfatraAen  Th&  account  difpleales  hunt 
snd  he  imniediately  profeflb  himfi^  under  no  concern  for 
the  opinion  of  fuc^  peiibns,  whofe  ignor^ce  hindered  them 
from  knowing,  tfiat  many  greater  authors  had  their  hours  of 
relaxation,  and,  by  way  of  ami^fement,  had  compofed  many 
poento,  Is  ©ly,  diverting,  and  wanton,  as  ever  were  the 
prpdo^  of  Pliny's  pen.  But  had  he  confidered  with  that 
codlnefs  and  candour^  of  which,  |n  any  other  cafe,  he 
could  not  have  failed,  he  imuft  have  owned,  that  wrong  ac«. 
tions  are  not  to  be  ddiended,  either  by  names,  or  numbers^ 
Vicious  examples  may  receive  a  ftamp  from  falhion  ^and^ 
like  counterfeit  metals,  at  their  firft  am>earance  may  dazzle, 
and  pafs  for  gold,  till  time,  that  irrefiftible  difcoverer  of  falf-*  / 

hood,  rubs  o£F  the  glofs,  and  reveals  their  bafeneis.  Au- 
thors riberefore  fliould  wcirfi  well  the  patterns  they  wife  to 
follow,  and  confider  whofe  fteps  they  chufe  to  tread  j  or, 
to  ufe  a  very  trite  comparifon,  let  them  imitate  the  indu^-^ 
ftrioua  hee^  who  ranges  from  flower  to  flower,  and  tafte* 
every  vegetable  of  the  field,  and  garden ;  yet  in  his  progrds 
cxtra^  nothing  but  fweets,  not  even  froin  the  ailoes,  or  the 
colocynth^ 

EPISTLE    IV. 
Pliny  to  Valerianus^ 

THERE  has  lately  happened  an  aflfair,  of  little 
confequencc  in  itfclf,  but  which  has  introduced 
a  matter  of  much  weight.  Solers,  z  man  of  prac-- 
torian  dignity,  petitioned  the  fcnate,  for  liberty  to 
hold  a  fair  pn  his  eflrate.  The  legates  of  the  Viceno 
tini  oppofed  it,  Tuscillus  Nominatus  appeared 
as  their  advocate :  the  caufe  was  adjourned  over.  At 
another  meeting  of  the  fenate,  the  Vicentinians  came 
in  without  an  advocate :  They  faid,  they  had  ban 
deceived :  whether  they  really  thou^t  fo,  or  whe- 
ther this  was  only  a  hafty  expreflioh,  I  do  not  know* 
They  were  afked  by  the  prsetor  Nepos,  "  What 
"  pcrfon  they  had  employed?"  They  anfwered, 
^*  Their  former  advocate."    They  were  then  afked, 

_^^If 
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^y  if  be  ktfd  ifmeaced  trtthoufl  a  &fe  ?'* .  Th^^^aniWra^ 
tfil,  >^  He  h^  received  in'  tbouKbid  mrecb^^ 
1W  w»e  afktfd,  ^  If  tfcity  htt*  ft^d'  hiw  a  feftiiid 
*^  time?**  Thcy.feid,  ^  With ^ thoitApd' ddflarif ^^^ 
Kepos  infifted*  thjt  NwwatuS  ^  be  Itufti 

iinoned  to  appear^  and  ar^e^/ jthja.c^rge^  iT^^ 
far  they  i>roceede4  ^at  ^j^  jHuf^.  as  well  ^^  I  ^ 
J^g^^^ait  wtU^aot  rMkhe^e.  F<^  maiiir  lhiid^;8^ 
vgixA  bat  juft  toached,  and  lightl^ir  put  in»  mofion^ 
ipread  themfeh^e^  by  degr^tts  moft  cfifl%^ihdly^. 


form  you  pf  the.  couKqifleQc^i  uideis  your  curioGty 
ihouU  bring  you  to  Rme^  hcfor^^mi^ 
&mli  chufe:  eaiher  Ho  bl  a  i^MO^^ieor,  thaa  a-  cedder^ 
fiirtber.piK)€eediiigs«  in  tiiat  aSiidrr  -  Adieus       ^ 

BSE  RrATlON  S. 


The  obfervations  upon  this  letter  will  come  more  properly 
under  the  fourteenth  epiftle  o£  this  boolf^  vriiere  the  caufe 
between  the  VicttitiniaW  legates,  and  Tu^scitLus  Nomin a- 
Tus,  is  more  fully  difcufled^  and  the  iflue  of  it  determined. 
However,  we  may  here  ta^  notice,  that  no^fairs  could  be 
held  among  the  Romans,  but  by  public  authority.  And  be- 
fore, fuch  perBfviffion  wa&  aUonted,  any  ptrfons,  who  thought 
tttsy  ifaould  be  aggrieved  by  it,  bad  a  xif^  to  pppofe  the 
grant*  This  is  agreeable  to  the  ufage  and  pra«^ice  with  uf^ 
at  this  day :  for  whoever  is  deiirous  to  have  fairs  held  upoa 
filseftate,  moft ptftidon  the  government;  an  flieh  petitjoi^ 
iwrit  ad  fuodJammunis  iilucd,  and  direfbed  to  the  fheriflf 
4t  the  county,  who  fiimmons  a  jury,  to  find  upon  their 
oaehs,  whether  any,  and  what  detriment  wiS  arife  by  grant-* 
mg  the  fairs  defire^  r  and  the  flieriff  makes  a  return  accords 
iogly,  upon  whijch  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  cither  granted^ 
Of  rejefled. 

Nefos  the  praetor,,  who  is  mentioned  here,  a£b  agreeably 
p  the  character  given  of  him,  in  the  twenty  nmth  epiftle  of 

t  Equal  to  48/.  8j.  gd. 
^  Eeual-t^32/.  ci.  io/| 

^  the 
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the-  fiwdl  Wy  /irf  'f  f^rti!  vir :  -'^  A  man  of  refclutiotl 
•»  atui  fcT^ij-.  He  is  refolved  OQt  to  fct  aay  fraud,  or 
B8Bligen«,ercaM  the  notice  and  examination  of  the  fenate; 
*t^  (hwefore  Inftfts,  that  NoMiNAtTTs  fcall  make  his  per- 
fbfial40pMi%tH^  to  aBfwOT  the  ch»rgt  igsinft  fefin,  tfie  con- 
fcquence  of  which,  as  has  Moafi  ikeaay  hinted,  wM  be 

I' Am  told,  that  Caius  Fannius  is  dea4:  die  new 
grieves  me  very  much.  Firft,  becaulellovedfo 
polite  and  fo  laarned  a  man,  i  next,  b^aufo  I  .ufed 
frequently  to  confuk  and  advife  witti  him.  For  be 
was  by  nature  o£  a  penetrating  genius,  improved  by 
experience,  and  for  that  reaion  was  ncvqr  at.  a  IcNb 
for  an  expedient.  Hut  his  death  afflids  me  upon 
other  accounts.  He  died  without  levoljieg  an  old 
will  i  by  which  means  he  has  omiited  the  ppifonfo 
whom  he  loved  beft  -,  and  has  obH^.  others,,  for 
'  whom  he  had  tlie  Icaft  regard.  This,  however,  is 
tolerable.  It  is  a  much  greater  inisfoctuoe,  that  )w 
left  a  moft  noble  work  unfiniflied.  For  s^though  his 
time  was  moftly  taken  up  by  his  avocatifMiS,  a»-  s 
lawyer,  yet  he  wrote  the  fcverai.  Cataftrophes  of  aU 
thofe,  who  were  murdered,  or  banilhed  by  Nero, 
and  had  finilhed  three  books  with  great  wit,  txzGc- 
jicis,  and  purity  of  ft^e,  between  the  plain  narrative 
and  the  hiftoncal.  And  he  was  ftill  more  defirous  a> 
^via  the  finiftiirtg  ftroke  to  yhat  retoained,  by  pei.- 
celving  the  eageriiefs,  with  xyhickthofe  already  p«^ 
Kfhed  were  read. 

To  me»  I  confels,  the  death  of  men,  who  are  pw- 
paring  fone  nw^  of  immortality,  always  feems  feVere 
and  immaBtfC.  For  thofe,  who  are  intirely  devoted 
to  pleafurcs,  live,  as  if  their  lives  were  to  end  witl^ 
fhe  day,  aiwl  eveiy  day  convince  the  world,  they  dcp 

ferve 
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fcrvc  to  dfe.    But  to  Aofe,  vho  think  of  pofterhy^  ' 
and  extend  the  memory  of  thcmfilves  tti^  futarc  jgnc- 
nerations  by  their  writin]^  deadly'  a^^y  ^tinie^  .myft 
^approach  too  foon ; .  as  it  muft  i(lwf»i;)|iV>^cak  4)?-  the 
thread  of  ibme  ufeful  work.        -  .i     :f    >^ 

Caius  Fannius  had  a  pre4enttmeBt  of -^niiat  has 
happened.  Ions  before  he  died.  He  dreamt  one  night, 
that  he  lav  on  pis  couch,  in  an  undreb  fit  for  ftudy, 
with  a  <iefk,  as  ufual,  before  himj  ,Nero,  as  he 
imagined,  came  in ;  fat  upon  the  codch^  took  up  the 
firfl  book,  which  Faknius  had  puUifhed  concerning 
the  cruelties  of  Nero's  rdgn,  and  turned  it  over 
from  the  be^ntng  to  the  end :  He  did  the  fame 
•with  the  fecond,  and  the  thhxl  book,  and  tlien  va* 
nilhed.  Fan^y lus  was  much  terrified,  and  thu^  inter- 
preted the  dream,  that  the  fame  'abni]pt  end  fhould 
happen  to  his  hiftx)rical  defign,  as  had  happened  to 
Nero's  reading ;  and  fb  the  event  proved. 

This  makes  me  refleft^  with  great  concern,  what 
<ftn  infinite  deal  of  psdns  and  labour  he  has  e3cpended 
to  no  purpofe.  my  own  mortality,  my  own  writing 
occur  to  my  mind.  Nor  can  I  doubt  but  you  muft 
have  the  fame  alarms  for  your  unfinifhed  pieces.  Let 
us  endeavour  therefore,  whilfl  life  permits,  diat  as 
few  of  our  writings  as  poffible  may  be  found,  within 
the  power  of  death  to  demoliih*  "FarewelL 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Caius  Fakniu$  is  not  mentioned  bv  any  of  his  contem-^ 
poraries,  excqpt  Puky.  Yet  be  is  ipolcen  of  fo  advantage- 
oufly  in  this  epiftle,  that  we  muft  reeret  the  lofs  of  his  hi-> 
ftory,  although  he  died  before  he  had  brought  it  to  perfec- 
tion. Upon  thefe  occafions,  when  it  is  evident,  that  for 
want  of  the  art  of  printing,  many  valuable  works  have  been 
utterly  deftroyed,  we  naturally  wifh  that  typography  h^ 
been  known  in  the  earlieft^ges  of  the  world.  On  me  othttr 
hand,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefi  is  fometimes  applied 
to  an  ill  ufe,  and  is  made  the  channel,  through  which 

faUhoods 
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foUhoods  and  fcwrilities  6ow  in. too  violent  a  torrent'  -  Yet,- 
however  injurious  the  unlimited  licence  pf  printing  may 
prove '  to  JMrficular  perions^^  the  liberty  itfelf  is  of  too  great 
benefit  to  theBtibiic  \ti  genei^,  eidier  to  be  abolibi^,  or 
reftminecK  "^Tli^dfead  dfbdng'expofed  totbey^     may 
ftrike  an  aWe  bito  diofe  breaftij  that  are  hardened  and  pe- 
trified  againft  all  imprafions  of  confcience,  morality^  or- 
honour*    And  I  am  apt  to  bdteve,  if  Sbnbca  and  Bur- 
KHus  had  inculcated  into  Nbao  the  didia^es  of  ihame»- 
and  the  terrors  of  infamy  and  reproach,  Caius  Fankius. 
had  not  only  wanted  the  melancholy  materials,  of  which 
his  hiftory  was  to  be  compofed,  but  a  deluge  of  Roman 
blood  might  have  been  faved ;  and  Nero,  from  the  motive 
of  fear$  i^i^  have  a£ted  confiflently  with  the  principled 
of  virtue.    Man  is  more  immediately  afraid  of  man,  liian' 
erf*  God :  which  made  Sir  T.  B%  reply  to  his  friend,  who 
reproached  him  for  taking  the  oaths,    *^  By  my  faith,  I 

would  rather  tnift  God  with  my  foul  hereafter,  than  the 

king  with  my  eftate  at  prefent.'* 

Exitus  btcifiruMy  aut  rtlegatorum  a  Nerone.  The  hi-! 
ftory  muft  have  been  very  voluminous,  which  was  to  con- 
tain an  account  c^  all  who  were  banifhed,  and  murdered 
by  Nero.  But  it  feems  aftonifhing,  that  the  Romans^  wha 
were- jealous  of  tyranny,  .and  abfolute  dominion,,  in  the 
perfon  of  Julius  C^sar,  ihould  fo  far  degenerate  fron^ 
themfelves,  as  not  to  have  either  fenfe,  fpirit,  or  conduA 
fufficlent  to  flop  the  many  afts  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion,; 
which  were  frequently,  if  not  conftantly  praSifed  by  Ti- 
berius, Caligula,  Claudius,  and  Nero.  Is  it  not 
a  melancholy  confideration  to  recolle6l,  that  the  godlike 
TuLius  fell  by  three  and  twenty  wounds ;  and  the  infernal* 
Nero  lived  to  complain,  *^  he  had  neither  friend  nor  foe: 
«  to  kai  hun  ?'•  :      . 

EPISTLE     VI. 
Pliny  to  A'p  o  ll  in  a  iii8< 

IAm  much  delighted  with  the  care  and  anxiety  you 
have  e3cprei&d,  in  perfuading  me  not  to  .pais  the^ 
fummcr,  as  I  intended,  in  ^ufcanyy  merely  beca«fe 
you  imagine  the  place  unhealthy.    The  fcarfhorci  of: 
Vol.  I.  X)  d  Tufcany 
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^ufeany  is  certainly  moift,  and  unvhelfome.  Btit 
tny  lands  lie  a(  a  diftance  from  the  ooeaii^  aitid  are 
placed  under  the  healthiefl:  of  our  mountainst  the 
Jpenmnei  ^.  i^erefofc,  that,  you  xnaj^.lay  afideall 
your  an^ty  iar  mo,  attend  to  the  rtemfwatiure  jpf 
the  cliauttttt  the  fituation  of  the  cousiti:^^  wd  tbe 
fweetneis  of  my  particular  dwellings  ^  i  fhall  give 
you  the  deieripcioti  with  no  lefs  pletlbfe^  thaiv  you 
will  hear  it.  . 

The  air  in  the,  winter  is  iharp  and  fityfty :  myr^ 
ties,  olive3i|.^  fuch  plants,  as  require  a  eon&uit 
warmth,  will  not  grow  there.    The  laureI;generaUy 
thrives^,  arid  fometimes  produces  a  vdry  bcautifld 
green,  although  now  and  then  it  »  kiltod^  but  not 
more  frequently  than  with  us  at  Romt.    The  hcatj 
in  fummer  is  very  moderate.    There  b  always  fome 
air  ftirrin^  abroad,  but  oftner  gentle  than  ftormy* 
To  this  I  attribute  the  number  ot  our  old  men.  Hm 
you  kt  the  graudfatbers  and  great  grandfiithers  of  thofe, 
who*aienow  your^  men.    You  hear  old. ftories,  and 
the  fpeeches  of  our  anceftors.    So  that  woe  you  to 
come  hidier,  you  would  think  yourfelf  in  another  ace. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  extremely  beautiful  : 
imagine  to  yourielf  an  ampithcatre  of  immenle  cir- 
cumference, fuch  as  could  be  formed  only  by  the 
tiand  of  nature.    A  wide-^e^ctiended  plain  i»  furround- 
ed  by  mountains,  whofe  fumnuts  are  covered  with 
tall  antient  woods,  flocked  with  game  fat  all  kinds 
of  hunting.  The  defcent  is  planted  with  underwoods, 
among  which  are  frequently  little  rifings,  of  a  rich 
and  deeplbil.i^  wher^  a.ftorie,  if  fought  for,  isfcarce 
to  be  found :  in  fertility,  thqy  yield  not  to  the  fineft 
vales,  and  produce  as  good  crops  of  com^  although 
not  fo  early  in  the  year.    Below  thefe,  on  the  fide  of 
the  mountain,  is  a  continued  rangp  of  vineyards, 
diat  ex^nd  themfelves,  without  intemiptipn,  far  and 
near ;   at  the  foot  of  whieh  is  a  fort  of  border  of 
ihrubs^ '  From  thence  you  have  meadows  and  open 

.-    fickis. 
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fields.  The  arable  grounds  requii«  Ittge  ojoofii  and 
the  ftrongeft  ploughs.  The  earth  is  fo  tougbi  md 
rifes  in  fuch  large  clods,  when  it  h  firft  broken  up^ 
chat  it  CEuiDtot  be  reduced^  till  it  has  been  piou^^  , 
iii«  timet;  The  ixieadowft  glitter  with,  flowers^uid 
.  produce  die  trefoil^  and  other  kinds  of  gnsifi^  alwm 
Hbftj  and  ten(ter^  and  appearing  always  new ;  for 
tfaef  are  excdlently  well  watered,  with  never-faifir^ 
fp^iiff  I  jet  where  thele  iprings  are  in  greateft  cofl« 
fiuence>  they  tnake  no  niarfhes  ;  the  declivity  of  the 
land  (fiftharging  into  the  Tiker  all  the  water,  that  it 
does  ix)t  drims:  in. 

The  Tik^  runs  throudi  the  middle  of  our  knds ) 
ii  na^igaUe,  and  fuopHes  the  city  from  lience  ^di 
«U  kinds  c^  grain,  txit  only  in  winter^  and  fpring  % 
for  in  iumxDSc  it  ihrinks  to  nothings  lesmng  the  bare 
name  of  a  great  river  to  alinnoft^an  onptf  ohtond^ 
In  autumn  it  rifes  to  its  ufual  height. 
^  You  would  be  much  delighted,  were  you  to  take  4 
yco6pt&  of  this  place  from  a  neigfaboqrii^  mountainy 
as  you  would  fcarce  believe  you  were  locking  imdn  a 
real  country,  but  a  landfkip  drawn  with  alt-  the  beais-^ 
ties  imaginable ;  with  fo  charming  a  reprelentation^ 
and  flich  a  variety  of  agreeable  obj^s,  wiU  ymtt  eye^ 
be  rq^aled,  which  ever  way  they  turn. 

My  houfey  although  built  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  hat 
a  view^  as  if  it  flood  upon  the  brow  of  it.  The  a^ 
firent  is-  ib  gradual,  andi  e^fy,  that  you  find  yourieif 
on  die  top,  ahnoft  before  you  perceive  yourfelf  a« 
foending.  Behind  it,  but  at  a  diibuicey  isthe>^^« 
nine  mountain,  fnnn  whence  it  is  refreflied  with  coA^ 
breezes,  be  die  weather  ever  ib  caln^  or  ftitl  % 
they  are  not  too  cucdng  or  indnKxkfate^  but 
broken  and  weakened  by  the  very  diftance.  The 
largeil  part  of  the  houle  lies  to  the  ibuth,  and  en- 
joys the  fun  all  the  afternoon  j  but  Ibmething  earlier 
in  the  winter,  than  in  the  fummer.  In  the  front  ^of 
it  is  a  portico,  pretty  large,  and^'Of  a  pro()ortidnabte 
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fun ;  the  tkird  lefs  expbiecU  although  full  as'lieht. 
Over  the  undreffing  room  is  a  tennis-court,  Miiiic£  ifl 
accommodated  to  ieveral  forts  of  exercife,  by  means 
of  the  feveral  circles,  which  are  made  in  it.  Not  ht 
from  the  baths  is  a  fbur-cafe,  that  leads  into  a  dob 
jgaliery,  at  the  entrance  of  which  are  three  apart-* 
tnents  ;  one  looks  into  the  little  court,  where  the 
four  plane-trees  are  :  another  into  the  meadow  ;  -and 
the  third  has  a  view  of  feveral  vineyards  :  fb  tlUt 
each  has  a  diiSerent  proiped,  and  looks  tow'ards  a  dif* 
ibrent  po^t  of  the  heavens.  At  the  upper  end  of  thft 
eallcry  is  4  bed-chamber,  taken  but  of  the  *  galleiy 
rae)f.  It  has  a  profpeft  of  the  horfe-courfe,  the  vine* 
jTirds,  and  the  mountains.  To  this  joins  a  bed-chatn* 
oer.  which  is  open  to  the  fun,  efpedally  in  winter* 
FTX>m  hence  an&  apartment,  l^een  the  horfe. 
eourfe  ind  the  dwelling-houfe.  All  this  makes  the 
ffqnu 

On  the  ibuth  Me  is  a  dole  gallery  of  a  confider^ 
tbk  height  irom  the  ground  ;  &m  wheiite  the  vine- 
yztdsi  aroear  &  near,  that  you  feem  almoft  to  touch 
them.  In  the  middle  .of  it  a  largp  dining-room  re<r 
ccivcs  a  very  wholefbm  air  from  the  valBes  of  the 
jfpemine  :  in  the  back  front,  from  the  largeft  yrin- 
4ows,  and  the  foldbg  doors,  you  have  a  view  of  the 
vineyards,  through  the  gallery.  On  that  jlde  of  the 
dining-room,  which  has  no  windows,  is  a  private 
ilairrcafc,  which  we  make  ufe  of  for  Icrving  up  an 
enteptaimnent,  when  I  fup  there  :  the  gallery  ends  in 
f^  bcd-chambo',  beautified  by  the  profpcft  both  of  die 
jgal|ery  itielf,  and  of  die  vineyards. 

tlnderneath  is  ?Jiother  gaJlery,  much  like  a  fub- 
tcrrancous  pafl&ge.  In  fummer  it  is  pcrfeftly  cool  1 
and  having  fiifficicnt  air  within  itfelf,  neither  wants^ 
nor  admits  any  from  without.  After  both  thde  galr 
leries,  at  the  end  of  the  dimng-room,  is  an  c^n 
portico,  cool  in  the  forepart  of  tht  day,  but  expofe4 
to  the  fun  in  ^he  aftcrnoqin.    Through^  this  you  gq 

into 
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into  (wo  difi^if ent  apartments»  one  of  vvhich  contains 
fpur,  the  other  three  chambers ;  all  which  enjoy,  in 
their  turns,  both  the  fun-fhine  and  the  fhade. 

This  difpofition  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  houfe 
is  extfeoMJy  (lelightful  i  although  it  equals,  in  no 
degree,  tiw  bftauty  of  the  horfe-courie,  which  is  a 
laijge  opsii  di^ea,  preienting  itfelf  intire,  at  one  view, 
to  the  jcyes  of  the  beholder.  It  is  let  round  with 
plane-trete, :  which  are  covered  with  ivjr  ]t  ^nd  as  their 
tops  flourifli  by  their  own  beauty,  fo,  towards  the 
bottom,  their  verdure  is  borrowed  from  the  ivy,  that 
tuns..ovet  the  trunk  and  the  branches^  and  spreading 
itielf  from  one  tree  to  another^  joins  them  togethen 
The  vacancy  between  the.  bodies  of  the  trees  is  filled 
up  with  box  ;  which,  it  again  furrounded  by  a  lawrel 
hedge,  vying  in  fhade  with  the  platans.  This  ftrait 
bourtdary!or  the  horfe-courfe  changes*  its  figure,  at 
the  end.  Into  a  femi^-circle ;  which  is  fet  round,  and 
covered  With  cyprels-trees,  compofing  a  tlucker  and 
inore  gloomy  ftiade  than  the  former  hedge.^  The 
inner  circles  (for  there  are  many  of  them)  enjoy  the 
cleareft  day.  They  are  filled  with  plenty  of  rofes, 
and  relieve  you  from  the  chillneiS  of  the  fliade,  with 
.the  agreeable  warmth  of  the  fun. 
,  Whcnr  you  are  arrived  at  the  end  of  all  thefe  wind- 
ing alleys,  you  come  out  into  a  ftrsdt  walk ;  nay,  not 
into  one,  but  into  feveral ;  divided,  irt  fome  places, 
by  grafi-pbts,  in  others  by  box-trees^  cut  into  a 
thoufand  fhapes  ;  fome  of  which  are  letters  for^^ 
ing  my  name  (  and  others  the  name  of  my  gardiner. 
In  thele  are  mixt,  alternately,  fmall  pyramids  and 
apple-trees ;  and  now  and  then,  in  the  rbidil  of  a 
plot,  improved  with  sdl  imaginable  art,  you  meet, 
on  a  fudden,  with  a  foot  of  ground,  wild,  and  un- 
cultivated, as  if  tranlplanted  hither  on  purpofe.  The 
middle  fpace  is  adorned  on  bodi  fides  with  dwarf 
plane-tre^.  Beyond  thefe  s^ain  is  an  Acanthus^  that 
waves  awl  bends  pnder  y6ur  hand  %  and  then  a^ain 
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•  ■         •      «  ^ 

various  figures,  and  various  names.  At  the  upper 
end  is  a  couch  made  of  white  marble,  over  which 
a  vine,  fupportcd  by  four  fmall  pillars  of  CaryjUan 
marble,  forms  an  aroour.  From  the  couch  feveral 
pipes  fpout  forth  water,  as  if  forced  out  by  the 
weight  of  thofe  who  lye  down.  It  falls  firft  into  a 
ftone  ciftern,  and  from  thence  into  anaarble  bafon,  and 
is  fo  managed  by  pipes  under  ground,  that  it  keeps 
the  bafon  always  full,  without  ever  runnii^  ovcr.- 
When  I  fup  here,  the  more  fubftantial"  dimes  arc 

5 placed  up6n  the  border  of  the  bafon,  whilft  .the  lei^ 
er  float  m  the  water,  in  the  Ihape  of  little  boats  and 
birds.  Over  againft  this  is  a  fountain,  which  throws 
^p  water,  and  receives  it  back  again.  The  apertures, 
that  fwaUow  it,  and  return  it,  communicate  with 
■each  other. 
•  Oppolite  to  the  marble  couch  (lands  a  bed-cham- 
ber, which  gives  an  ornament  to  that  couch  equal  to 
what  it  receives  from  it.  This  room  is  beautified 
with  marble ;  the  doors  projeft,  and  are  furrpunded 
with  greens.  The  windows,  both  above  and  below, 
are  (haded  on  every  fide  with  the  fame.  Within  this 
chamber  is  a  little  clofet,  that  appears  tf>  belong  to 
another  room.  Here  is  a  bed,  and  windows  oa- 
•  every  fide,  which  let  in  but  a  gloomy  .^  fort  of  a 
light,  being  obfcured  by  the  (hade  of  a  moft  luxuri* 
ant  vine,  ^ich  afcends,  and  covers  the  whole  build- 
ing from  the  bottom  to  the  very  roof.  You  may  lie 
here  as  irt  a  grove,  only  more  fecurc  from  rain. 
Here  alfo  rifes  a  fountain,  which  immediately  dif^ 
appears.  In  many  places  of  the  walks  and  alleys 
&re  marble  (cats,  difpofed  at  convenient  diftances  ; 
updn  which,  when  you  are  tired  with  walking,  you 
may  reft  yourfelf  with  as  much  eafe  as  in  the  cham- 
ber. Near  thefe  feats  are  little  fountains. .  In  every 
part  of  the  horie-courfe  you  hear  the  murmur  of  wa- 
ter, conveyed  through  pipes  by  the  hand  of  the  ar- 
tificer, in  fuch  a  manner  as  beft  pleafcd  his  fancy. 

This 
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TKisl  ferns  td  watef  biy  grdshs,  Ibmerimes  in  oni 
part,,  fometimes  in  another,  and  fometimes  inall  parts 
it  once.  1  (hbifld  have  ended  before  now,  for  fear 
of  feeming  tedious,  Ixad  I  not  been  determined  thus 
to  Miralk  o^ref  every  corner  with  you  in  my  letter : 
nor  did  I  at>j)rehend  you  would  be  tired-  in  reading, 
what  woiifd  lidt  tire  you  iii  feeing  5  efpecially  as  you 
ifeay-reft,  tod,  by  laying  down  my  cpiftle,  relieve 
youffelf  as*often  asyoupTe^.  Befides,  I  was  will-^ 
mg  to  indolge  myieif  in  the  defcription  erf"  What  -I 
Ibve  J  for  1  am  particularly  fond  of  places,  which  I 
have  either  laid  out  myfelf,  or  have  finilbcd)  wheat 
b^n  by  others.  In  a  word,  (for  why  fliouUt  not  I 
unbofom  to  you  my  thoughts,  whether  ridit  of 
wrong  ?)  I  always  look  upon  it,  as  the  chief  duty  of 
in  writer,  to  keep  a  clofe  eye  to  his  tide,  and  c^ten 
isSk  himfelf  what  he  has  propofed  to  treat  of  ^  weH 
knowing,  while  he  confines  himfelf  to  his  fubjeft,  ht 
cannot  feem  long  •,  but  if  he  deviates  in  thp  leafli 
and  launches  ouc  into  any  foreign  matter,  he  muft 
appear  exceedingly  tediou?,  You  fee  how  many 
lines  are  employed  by  Homer' and.ViRGiL,  the  one 
in  defcribing  the  arms  of -Eneas,  the  other  of  Achil- 
J^ijs'i .  yet  neither  of  thefe  poets  are  too  prolix,  be- 
caufe  each  fulfils  his  original  intention.  You  fee  in 
what  manner  Aratus  ®  has  fearched  out  and  hvm* 
fccred  the  fihalleft  ftars  5  yet  he  preferves  himfelf  firom 
the  charafter  of  too  voluminous  an  author }  foe  he 
never  rambles,  but  keeps  clofe  to  his  work.  In  like 
manner,  (to  compare  Imall  things  with  great)  whilft 
I  was  endeavouring  to  place  before  your  eyes .  a  com- 
,  pleat  defcription  of  my  feat,  if  I  have  never  deviated 
from  the  fubjcdt,  nor  related  what  .was  foreign  to  miy 

*  *  Aaatus  was  not  only  an  aftrologer,  but  a  poet*  He  was 
t)orn  in  Ciiida^  and  flourifhed  about  the  beginning  of  the  124th 
olympiad.  His  Greek  weHes  are  tranflated  bvTuLLY  in  thefe* 
cond  Dook,  De  naturd  Deorum,  The  translation  is  ihe  workj,  ai, 
the  authpr  himrelf  pbreryes^  of  a  \try  young  man. 

purpofe. 
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^pwpokf  it  is  not  the  ddcription  of  my  hodt^  huf 
piy  houie  itfelf,  that  is  large. 

But  to  return  wh^re  I  begun,  left  I  fliould  be  juftly 
condemned  by  my  own  law,  if  I  ^continue  longer  in 
fhis-  d^elfion ;  you  now  fee  the  reafohs,  why  I  pre* 
fer  my  feat  in  Tufcanf  to  thofe  I  have  at  t^f€uiMm^ 
tibwr^  and  Pr^emfte  \  for,  belides  what  I  have  alrea^dy 
told  you,  the  lepofe  I  enjoy  here  is  mem  quiet 
and  undifturbed,  than  any  where  elie.  No  (Imusoni 
f;o  the  bar ;  no  clients  at  my  gate ;  all  is  calm  and 
ftill^  which  added. to  the  healthinefs  of  the  plaoe^ 
the  dearnefs  of  the  (ky,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  aar, 
^Pifin/pSi  me  emoy  the  greateft  vigour,  both  of  body 
lAd  .mind.  The  one  is  kept  in  cx»cife  by  huntings 
^e,  other  by  ftudy.  Sefides,  my  family  are  never  .io 
{pettier  health  than  here.  To  this  very  day  (in  a  lucky 
moiment  be  it  fpoken)  I  have  not  loSt  one  of  all  the 
ictinue  I  brought  with  me.  May  the  Gods  contimie 
this  happinefs  to  me,  and  this  gbry  to  the  place  it&lf* 

tu.  :     )  .    ' 

OBSERVATIONS. 

-  A  more  enamoured  defcrlption  cannot  be  dren  of  a  plaec^ 
tiian  we  find  of  Pliwy's  Tufean  villa  in  diis  epiftle.  Here 
again,  as  at  Laitrentinum^  the  lover  dwells  upon  the  charma 
of  his  miftreis ;  he  views  in  rapture  every  feature,  and  feeml 
uneafy,  left  fhe  ihould  not  appear  equally  amiable  to  other^ 
as  to  himfelf.  That  ft&te  of  love  muft  certainly  be  happy, 
^N^re  jealoufy  can  find  no  intrufion. 

Monfieur  Feiibien,  in  his  remarks  upon  Pliny's  two 
country  houfes,  obferves,  that  the  Tufean  villa  was  preferred 
by  Ojux*  autfior  to  Laurentinum ;  not  only  becaufe  the  former 
was  a  larger,  and  more  fpacious  houfe  than  the  latter,  but 
becaufe  he  had  a  noble  eftate  there,  and  little  or  none  at 
Laurgfttinum.  To  this  another  reafon  may  plaufibly  be  fub- 
joinedj  the  retirement  in  Tufcany  was  greater  than  at  Lau-" 
rnainum.  Pliny  indeed  complains,  in  the  fifteenth  e* 
piftle  4)S  the  ninth  book,  that  even  in  Tufcany  his  ftudies 
lyere  frequently  interrupted  by  peutions>  and  complaunts 

from 
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ttom  Kb  tttUMQls.  It  is  oeitain)  ^  «  ftudious,  and  a  deli* 
pite  miod^  np  rettrement  aui:l».toQ  private ;  no  foliciide  too 
ofafcure :  aivi  therefore  the  greater  die.diftance  fr<>iQ  the  mer 
trppolisy  tlie  mofff  caiaq>leRt  mil  be  the  (qene  of  tr^mui&ity. 
.,.Thf  i^^ce>  iim».PiaifY'ahaure.ftQgd«  19  ppint;pd  out  to 
Iks  in  a  map  of  the  ahtient  Tafisanff  by  OM^TMhi^fi  ^  who 
£lBe8  it  lA  tte.  i)eigl)bourhciod  of  .9f/yr»«ia  Titorinum^  clofe 
tfr  ^  S^itn-  Ptit^Y  {xuntiona^it  rivert  ai  numii^  thrbu^ 
ah^HStiddle  of  l^s  teAste  ;  iNit^esnajiot  (he^leaft  hint  tp 
i— ^iWCi  dbflt  cither  his  lioufii,  or  iiia  garden^  had  a  viev.  of 
likeTifcr;  which  one  or  tfaeod^rtx»ifthavehadg;^uxord^ 
ing  to  OitT£Uu$.1«  So  omameatat  a  circumftancet  if 
trjiie>  would  fi»xce  hare  been  omitted  t>r  Pliny  \  but  the 
geograpiiical  fittiation,  and  the  Tariou^  plans  of  the  Tufcmi 
villa  are,  like  thofe  of  Laurentinumj  the  works  of  imajj^ni^ 
tioit  Time  hasdeftroyed  idl  remains  of  both  theft  houfes  ; 
luid)  to  fpeak  logenisouily;,  it  is  impoffible  to  rebuild  ^lem 
«ica)31f>  even  -upon  paper,  by  any  materials,  that  can  be 
Ipimd  in  cither  of  the  epiflles.  The, author  is,  fo  tvMwiofL 
away  by  die  oftentadous  pleafure  of  having  two  fuch  iMUufei^ 
that  he  baa  left  ihe  dimeniions  of  each  apartment  to  he  fupir 
plied  by  modern  architeds.  i 

.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  i;^th  how  gceat  attendon  tb^ 
Jiamani  ftudied  to  let  in  the  fun  in  winter,  and  to  defend 
tbemfelves  from  Ae  violent  heat  of  it  in  fummer.  The 
latter  is  as  neceflary  a  precaution  in  the  Italian  climates,  as 
the  contrary  is  xequiilte  in  our  northern  territories,  . 

J  tirga  Abmrnrmm^  The  AptrmiiUy  although  fpokea  of 
as.  a  iingle  hill,  figniiies  that  chain  of  mountains,  which 
}ve  between  the  Tyrriattj  and  the  Adriatic  Sca* ^  and  divide 
toe  %venth  from  the  eighth  region  of  Italy  \  At  the.  en- 
tWiC^  of  7*1^419  they  aiee  paztiaUarly  high  i  and  die  higheft 

f  See  dw  colkdion  of  mwp9  publiAed  hy  Hoamoiy  map  42. 

fi  AasASAM  Ortblius  was  a  native  o£  Antwerp.  He  was 
{H^rfeftly  well  ikilled  in  mathematics  and  geography.  He'  died 
i^Hff  H^x  in  jcbe  feventy  firft  year  of  his  sge. 

f  Mo9S  inter  geminas  medius  fe  forrigit  unda$ 
hfirm  Jvferique  nmris* 

LvcAN.  Pharf.  lib.  a.  f.  399. 

f  half  was  di^ed  into  eleven  r^oasi  or  ^provinces,  hy  Au« 

jBVSTUS, 

.of 
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of  the  whole  ^oup  has  given  one  general  denominatioli  to 
mil  the  reft  K  The  defcriprtioh  of  the  Apntnine^  by  LucAK, 
is  poetical  and  inftrudive  ^. 

•  Jnte  fartiaim  iqftm^  cmuijut  in  fhrimas  fpicies.  The 
xji/his  in  this  epiflle,  and  in  me  ddcripdon  of  Lawnmiil^mf^ 
anfwers  neareft  to  the  idea  we  have  of  aterrace,  upon  which 
ttees  were  planted,  cut  into  fevend  fhapes,  accoidiiigto  the 
'&ihion  of  diofe  times.  The  diiFerence  between  ^e  iqfti^ 
and  the  Mjfta^  has  been  eliewhere  explained^*  They  were 
places  for  public  wreftlers  ;  but  the  xyjius^  in  a  private  gar- 
tlen,  feems  fo  correfpondeiit  to  a  terrace,  that  it  will  fcarce 
^ear  any  other  fignification.  <'  Befolre  the  porch  of  my 
**  houfcj"  lays  Pliny^  **  is  a  terrace,  edged  with  box  $ 
*^  upon  it  are  trees,    foni;ied  into*  a  variety  of  different 

:  ,£antlmi  iri  plan$  nullisj  rf ,  fene  dixmntj  Ujuidm.  The 
ccdinthus  is  mentioned  twice  in  this  epiftle ;  each  time^  in 
fiich  a  manner,  as  fhews  it  to  have  been,  whether,  tree  or 
{daot,  a  very  carious  vegetable.  .In.thi&  place,  ft  evidently 
appears  to  Inve  been  a  tree,  hecaufe  iituated  by  itfelf,  amht 
mmc  ambulation  ^^  with  a  vralk  round  it.".  In  another  part 
of  this  epiftle,  Pliny  fays,  poJIJhas  danubus  i  the  word  boi 
is  relative  to  plane-trees,  fpoken  of  in  the  preceding  fimtencc. 
So  that  the  conftruSion  may  run  thus- :  *^  After  the  group 
***  of  plane*trees,  we  come  to  a  (lngle.tree,  the  acanthus. 
Dr.  PococKE,  in  his  defcription  of  the  eaft  %  gives  us  a 
remarkable  account  of  the  acanthus  :  '^^  fettine  out,''  iajrs 
he,  ^*  from  Grand  Cairo,  to  Aikndn  in  a  final!  hiroi  boa^ 
^^  I  was  (hewn  on  the  height,  which  is  to  the  fouth  o£  the 
^^  narrow  eaftern  plain,  a  ruined  tower^  which  they  call  the 
^^  tower  of  king  An  tar.  Before  we  came  to  ^his  plac^ 
'*  we  had  Osman  to  the  weft.  About  this  place  poffibfy 
*'  might  be  Acanthus^  where  Strabo  feems  to  fay,  there 
**  was  a  temple  of  OsiRis,  and  a  wood  of  Tbciaic  acantbaj 
^f  which  produced  gums.  This  probably  was  acacia^  the 
••  Thebaic  acantba  or  bufli :  and  it  is  not  improbabje,  diat 
**  the  city  itfelf  had  its  name  from  this  wood.  This  tree  is 
**  very  common  in  Mgypty  under  the  name  of  fQunt,  and 

• 

^  Each  n^ountain  has  a  particular  naxne*  as,  //  montefan  AntQ^ 
nio  :  11  monte  fan  Todoro  :  11  monte  acuto^  Sec.  &C. 

»  From  the  356th  to  the  449th  line  of  tjic  Pbar/alia  bpol^  2d. 
^  In  the  eflay'on  the  life  of  Plimy. 
f  Book  X.  chap.  J.  p.  69.  vol.  i. 
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^*  is  the  fame  as  the  acacia y  called  cyale  in  Arabia  Petraa^ 
^^  which,  I' am.  infiMmn)^;:{M:oduces  the  ^isa  Sgjff^ian^  or 

The  Do£tor^  in  His  acco^int  of  the  trees  of  ASgypt  y,  far- 
ther telli*  us^  that  thdre>  is,^*-  a^^'.^^lcdya^'  which 
*'  feeins  to  be  a  fpecies.of  *the  acacia  :  it  bears  a  fort  of  key 
*'  or  pod,  which  they  ufe  in  tanning  their  leaiher,  infl^cad 
*'  of  bark.  There  is  another  fort  of  it  in  their  gardai9 
•«  called  fetnehi  it'^  (kam  ^  J*  the  ifc^citi  of  //^  called 
**  agazia  by  the  Italians  :  it  is  efteemed,  becauie  of  a  Iwect 
"  yellow  *  fl6vi3er*5t:!b^ftrS  ;:.b(it  the :^octts:rf jit* opened 
^<  and  bruifed,  fend  forth  fucfai  a  difagreeable  fmell,  tibat  it 
<'  infe&  th^  air  fora,  confiderablc  diftance/'  ;  And,  in 
another  {4ace,  tfie  fame  author  inform^  us.S  that  <  among 
the  trees  of  Jrabia  Petra'a  is  "  the  acacia j  which  the  Arabs\ 
*'  Ijere  call  cyale  j  and  J  bdicve,  fays  he,  is  the  fame,  that 
^'  is  called  fount ,  in  M^t ;  it  is  certain,  that  they  colleift. 
^*  thegum  i7ctfaj  fromit.'\*.  ' 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  my  quotations  from  Dr,. 
PococKE,  thgt  I  might  endeavour  to  reconcUe;  the  epithets 
of  mollis,  and  liquidus  to  the  Egyptian  tree,  which,  the  Doc->^ 
tor  fays,  was  called  fount  in  Mgypt ;  in  Itafy^  agaxia^i  and 
in  Arabia  Petnta^  cyale :   this,  in  all  probability,  was  the; 
acanthus  of  Pliny,  *  The  epithet  mollis  feems  applicable  te^ 
the  nature  of  the  wood,  which  is  generally;  foft  in  trees^ 
that  produce  turpentine  and  £um :  the  epithet  liquidus  re-^. 
fers  to;  the  juice,,  that  oozes  through  the  pores  of  the  tree^ . 
and  is  peni  liquidus,  almoft  tranfparent.    In  the  other  part; 
of  diis  epiftle  **,  where. ^o^i&iji  is, mentioned,   the  epithets ; 
are  different :  Po/l  has^  acanthus  hinc  indelubricus  etfexuofus.] 
Thefe  feem  to  exprefs,  in  many  refpe£b,  the  fame  quudities 
mtb  the  preceding  epidiets  ;   they  ainfwer  to  the  defcription , 
cf  the  acanthus  by  ViRCit. 

y  Book  4.  chap.  8.  p.  20 ;•  '  <    ' 

*  This  is  exactly  conrefpondent  with  the'defcription  in  ViRClt* 
Mn.  i.f,  653. 

Et  circumtextum  croceo  velamen  acantho. 

a  Book  3«  chap.  3.  p.  154. 
^  F.  350.  edicio  LoNooLri* 


ist 
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Bt  milli  iinam  i^m/in  muj^bmni  ■miirii  \ 
«»  With  ibft  Adtai^  titbcv  Jtfwiiviwind.'* 

And  J^JUtly ' 


'■) 


,1 


Mi  0?  ^'^ ;     "    "     .v;' 


-■<■.■     '  <•   ■■■:  '    t   -^.JiL.jn 


'if 


Mr. 


•     >«  Or  Idk  nibtig  AcmOm  idtiUd  t«%' 

I     •     f  ♦  •  •     '  •-   I  •  . .     -        r        .       .    .  .        .it:.       \y       7  ^     4  A    /  i>»  »   I    -       »  .        ■  ♦        . 

thnffipigfis  %  i,  YigstaMfy^M  to  yro|M  <o  !««  lil»!MM 
lAto ftape;  which  eorreTj^d^  Wift cht jSMitJ^  -itsAjthnufitf 
of  y^tcnl,  and  of  Ptivnr.  The  w«m*  /i»MMurt:^tfls  le« 
fenble  to  the  finoetfindi  of  thertite»  wtlkbiijipMied^lSr  ; 
the  leaves  yiAAmg  to  the  band,  like  fttdMW^  sUld  ^i^^ 
all  iQgedier  in  en^coatkitted  finooth  fliifM:*,^  as  thejr  Mj^t 
aockknflaHjF  he  pot  in  motioii)  backwardi  Md  toewm^ 
(Aoir  fair]  hffiait  wM^  ar  fr^  any  other  caafe.  Mr.  MJOI^ 
*Mn  V  ifthis  j£iv^>neteaapGiiV»<3ijL^a  Qeoygics^  gi^ 
the  deforipcioft  of  diis  tree  froift  THKOPRiiAiYvs :'  bttt  hi^ 
there  ikid  tt>  he  Adl  of  pricUea^  esAsept  in^tftia H^tik  ;  a  <^ 
Guinflance,  hf  no  means  anfwerable  k>  the  deferipdoii^  of  iM 
acanthus  in  this  epifUe ;  and  therefoie  it  may  rc»lbnally  tb 
fiippofed  to  be  anodier  fert  of  die  adtmhut  y  fbr^  it'i»  cer-> 
tiin^  there  were  difierent  kindb  <rf  tl^  v^sgeiaMe ;  and  At 
<bAer  i^nxies  am,  without  too  groit  a  InHcadft  of  goefing; 
be  deemed  the  Mian  itjpnuTj  which  beats  ydlow  MMl 
flowery  lft:e  thofe  of  n  yvteomnk>nfhMmciirg^ 
cfStA.  doMt  Jkitte-'wart^  SiKhatrHe^mufthii^boen' w 
ficiently  beautifid,  zmifmling^^  te  be  placed  in  a  paftietAt 

«  Eclog.  J.  :^.  45.  *  GiCA-gk.  4. j;^.  isj. 

>*Plinii  hiJI.  natoial.  1.  aa^  cap.  as,  fey^  diere  were  two 
forts  of  ity  aculeatum  l^  crtjfum^  alterum  lewe,  8cc,  This  kind, 
mentioned  by  Plimy  in  this  epiftle,  feems  to  be  of  the  for;  called 
ieve.  ■  ■     ^  ■■^■■-  ■■ 

^'  Gcorg.  lib.  2.  f.  119.  Mr.  Martyn  defcribes  the  plan^ 
and  ihrttb  called  acanthus ^in  his  notes  eh  George.  Kb.  4.  3^.  V^j. 

S  Mixta^w  ridenti  colocafiafundet  acantho. 

ViRG.  Ed.  4. 3^.  2a 

ipot 
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fyA  of'  grMnd  aIotie»  and  diftiflgnAied '  finan  die  rsft,  u 
0iie'c^the^iino«»«xodoi4iivFiE.l«T^8gaideB^     ^    ^ 

Gijiattp  h  nmdum  cirei.  It  is  eTide&t  that  the  gijfsti^  lit 
all  authon»  fignifitt  a^fiace  approj[»rlated  iixt  exerciie  in  it 
▼ehide,  of'jAiiaitfclttclu  Thr  |i;tosr#V  mentkned  in  fJiM 
ktter,  was  not,  we  find,  entirehr  roimd  y  it  was  in  ffudm 
drcij  ^*  in  the  form  of  the  cinus^*  oUong.  But  the  fiivtends 
epiftle  of  the  ninth  book  will  afioid  another  occaiioif  of 
fpeaking  of  the  giftaH9^  and  tiberefore  no  &rthet  diflerta-^ 
tion  ne^  be  made  upon  it  here. 

Hac  adjdamiKi  bippodr9mi  mmus^  The  hiffmbrtmus^  from 
the  derivation  of  the  word,  fignifies  a  place  intirdy  adapted 
to  the  exerKaie  cf '^borfecb  in  diis^  as  ia  the  preceding  in- 
fiances,  4he  gnadeur  and  magnificence  of  Flint's  feat  itx 
Tufcafif  moft  evideiiliy  aiqpcar.  Il[  feenis,  like  the  mind  of 
the  maffler^  to  have  Ixen  nobly  a{qpropriatoi  to  the  pl^une^ 
irepofe,  ,and  a/anufeiQent  of  all  bU  friends« 

Eft  et  aSitd  cMcuhtm^  marmore  exeuhtan  potSo  tiftuf: 
^^  There  is  another  chan^r  built  wkb  marble  to  the  faeigltt 
^  of  ibe  bakQny,«''  The  podium  was  a  balcony  I,  a  pro- 
jedUce  AipportJod  by  pillars,  or  con<bIc%  and  enoompafied 
by. «,  halhimade.  The  bed*chamber,  hem  mentioned,  muft 
liaye  been  particularly,  delightful  and  elegant,  as  the  podium 
was  alwajrs  fu^qpoTod  to  command  a  fine  profpeft ;  and  the 
dchneis  IS  exjMtflied  by  the  maible  with  which  it  was  a- 
domed. 

>  h  capife  ftUf^^Jhrnt  tan£do  mmrnifin  fnU  pniigihtr^  ffifem 
fiUftftor  c^bmeta  Carjfiiajukmtta:  **  The  couch  itfelf  made 
^^  of  wiiite  marble  is  covered  by  a  irine,  ,w4uch  twifls  round 
^r  f^^t  co)wsi|ns:of  Garyftian  marble*|'  This^  feema  ta  hav« 
(leen  the  moft  beai^if id,  and  the  moft  expenfive  *  fuauner* 
bou/e . in  Pliny's  gsirdeo.  The  coudi  Ifiik^diwn]  was  per- 
baps  of  Parimi  marble,,  which  '^as  peiledUy  white,'  and  of 
which  the  Grecians  formed  their  fineft'ftatues :  the  columns 
were  of  anc^er  etnious  kind  of  marUe^  in  hi^  eftima* 
tion  among  the  Rimansy  brought  from  Carjjius  \  a  town  of 

"''•■..         ■  ■      ■  .  .,    . • 

<  In  a  commentary  upon  Vitruvius  there  is  a  quotation  from 

Barbarus  (Hermolaus.  Barbarus,   grandfon  of  the  fiuneus 

Frahcis  Barbarus)  ginng  an  explanation  o^  x)^po£umy  which 

if  mentioned  by  Vitruvius,  lib.  3.  cap.  3.  Fide  LfxicottVirtiV* 

VIANUM  i2  BaRNAJUDXNO  BaLDO. 

"^  Vide  Plin.  Kat,  Hift-  lib.  ^.  cap.  6,  '  :  * 

Eubctei^ 
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Ar^o^^^rdDerf  tUrta^iiflandf  in  ^Xgegnfm  ^  *  But 

there  are.fcvecal  ocoameQtal  parts  of  the;. garden,  whi^. 

ibew  a  dHninUtiye,  r^^.thaa  a  juft.taAc;  :fiich  as  little 

ibitfitauis^. jsuid  dtfhes  floating  in  the  ibap^.  of  ^baat&  and 

hMsi'  iad  the  wholc^  ^though  in  mwfyaxxA  fplendid  atti 

great j  feems  inferior  to  oiiif  chief  feats  iit  Ef^land^  whiqb 

ane  fcarce  equalled,  and,  I  belifve,:  notoiltHlone  in  Mjf 

parts  of  the  known  wltel^-  :    •     ..    .         '    j. 

■  "         I'll'  •  •-• 

'■  ...  ......    .«iiji         .1... .A 

*  Negroponi^  now  fubjed  to  tlie  Tirfi/.. 
^  ^  The  Jr(hife/ago.,\  :     . 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    Vil. 

Pliny  to  Calvisius* 

I  •- 

IT  is  evident  the.  republic  can  neitl^^r  be  ihltitiited 
heir^  nor  take  aay.  thing  by  way  of  legacy :  but 
Satu&kinus,  who  left  us  his  hei^  g^ve  a  fburtlt 
part  to  our  commonwealth  ^ :  afterwards,  inftead  of 
a  fourth  part,  he  bequeathed  four  hundred  thou* 
fand  fefterces  ".  If  you  confider  the  law,  this  legacy 
is  void ;  if  you  confult  the  will  of  the  deceafed,  it  ii 
firm  and  valid.  But  the  will  of  the  deceafed  (I  fear 
what  I  am  going  to  fay  will  not  be  very  acceptable  to 
the  lawyers)  is  of  greater  authority  with  me,  than  the 
law;  especially  in  refped  of  what  was  defigned  to 
go  to  our  common  country.  Shall  I,  out  of  this 
adventitious  encreafe  of  my  fortune,  refufc  our  re- 
public four  hundred  thoufand  fefterces,  which  is  but 
a  little  more  than  the  third  part  *  of  what  I  beftowcd 
on  her  by  a  free  g^t  ?   I  know  you  will  not  difier 

• 

^  Cofflam. 

*.  ^luidringent.  milUum:  Four  hundred  thoufand      /.      /•  ^  Wl 
fefterces*  equal  to  3229     3  '4 

*  Seftertium  undedes:   Eleven  hundred  thoufand 

fefterce&»  equal  to  8880    4     a 

Flint's  donation  was  8880  /.  one  third  of  which  is  2960  /. 

The  legacy  of  Saturninus  to  Comvm  was  3229/.  which 
u  269  /.  more  than  a  third  part  of  Pi^iNt's  gift. 

from 


In)m  me  in  Qfnnion,  firioe(y<ftrhtye  that  love  for  oui* 
Mptmntryj  which  the  beft  caf  ^dtizens  ought  to  have. 

I  would  have  you  thertforeyat  the  next  meeting 
.6f  the  pecurlOhes^  inform  thetn  what  the  law  is  *;  but 
briefly  add.  hiodefUy :  then  add,  that  w6'o3br  them 
the  Jpur  hvimil^  tnouiand  fefterces,  as  Saturninus 
commanded.  Let  it  be  called  his  gift^  his  liberality^ 
and  only  our  obedience. 

I  have  avoided  writing  in  a  public  manner  upon 
this  affair ;  firft,  becaufe  I  well  know,  from  tJie  inti- 
macy of  our  friendihip,  and  the  greitnefs  of  your 
prudcace,  ydu  would  be  both  obliged,  and  enaDledi 
to  difchargp  my  part  and  your  own.  Then  again, 
becaufe  I  was  apprehcnfive  that  I  might  not  prefcrve^ 
in  a  letter,  that  moderation,  which  you  could  more 
eafily  maintain  in  a  fpeech.  For  the  (Countenance^ 
gefture,  and  voice  itfelf^  ferve  to  fix  the  meaning  of 
a  Ipeedh  t  a  letter,  deprived  of  all  thefe  advantages^ 
lies  cxpoled  to  the  malignity  of  interpreters.  Farewfe^,* 

OBSERVATION  Si 

This  epUlle  was  occafioned  by  a  claufe  in  ih6  Will  of  S A^ 
TURNiNtrs,  who  had  bequeathed  to  the  ret>ublic  of  the  Ci- 
fMftfiaHs  2L  fourth  part  of  his  fortune :  but  afterwards,  in  lieti 
thereof,  he  devifed  them  four  hundred  thoufand  feftercelB^ 
and  hadUkewife  appointed  Pliny  and  Caltisius^  to 
whom  the  epiftle  is  addreiTed,  his  coheirs. 

We  learn  here,  from  our  author's  own  aflertioii,  that 
municipal  comnionwealths,  fuch  as  Comum^  could  not  re-^ 
ceive  legacies,  oi  become  heirs.  The  teaibn  of  that  law 
is  not  mentioned  in  this  epiftle;  but  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  law  by  what  Justinian  fays,  in  his  ^  Inftitutes, 
difcourfing  of  thofe,  who  are  capable  of  receiving  legacies, 
Legari  auiem  tUis  folum  potejt^  cum  quibus  tejiamehti  fadi'tQ 
eft  :  **  Such  perfons  only  can  receive  a  legacy,  Who  hzvt^ 
^  by  law,  aright  in  themfelves  to  make  a  will/'  A  repub- 
lic, or  any.  body  corporate,  cannot  make  a  will,  becaufe  it 

•  D$  Legatis*  lib.  a.  tit,  ao^  .    ^  . 

Vol.  I,  E  e  never 
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never  dies  j  and  it  15  an  dbbliih^  tnalEim,  pSot  M$  pHi/l 
ejfe  ttftumentum  vhentis:  nor  am  k  riepuUic  be  made  heir, 
beeaufe  it  is  a  flu^ating  body. 

.  The  governors  of  it  are  alternate  and  uncertain.     Ths 
Benefit  therefore  arUing  to  the  Comenjumss  from  thei^  of  S A-* 
TURNINGS,  feems  to  have  been  fruftrated,  by  fbe  gift  be- 
ing devifed  to  the  commonwealth  in  seneraU)  suid  not  to 
any  particular  ufe  or  purpofe.    But  vmatever  fcgif  flaws, 
or  impediments,  mi^ht  have  hindered  the  peo]^  of  Cothum 
from  enjoying  a  biequeft,  certainly  defigned  and  allotted  to 
them  by  Saturninus,  they  had  the  happiiiefs  cff  finding 
Fjliny  fuperior  to  all  fuch  forms  and  fubterfyges.     In  ieye- 
ral  preceding  letters  we  have  feen  how  joyfully,  and  how 
tninutely  he  fulfilled,  and  perfected  the  unfinime'd  defigns, 
and  dying  wiflies  of  hisf  deceafed  friends :  but  in  this  ift- 
ftance,  there  is  a  particular  noblcnefe  irt  the  matintr  of  cOn- 
trejring  the  legacy  to  the  republic,  th^t  even  far  outfliinc» 
the  bright  anions,  which,  in  former  epiftles^  have  excitlkl 
our  admiration  and  applaufe.     Iltius  hoc  manus ;  illius  Bhe-^ 
ralitas:   nojirum  tantum  obfequium  voceturz    *'  Let    it   be 
^^  thought,  fays  he,  that  I  have  only  aded  in  this  affair 
**  as  an  executor,  according  to  my  duty,  and  in  obedience 
*'  to  an  indifputable  will :     let  Saturninu^  have  the  ho- 
^<  nour  of  the  donation :   let  it  be  looked  upon  as  his  gift, 
*'  as  his  liberality ;  and  let  us  not  eclipfe  the  leaft  fpark  of 
**  his  glory :   his  was  the  intfention ;  be  his  th6  renown." 
It  is  impoffible  to  read  fuch  exalted,  and  fuch  unconmion 
fentiments,  without  being  warmed  into  an  entire  affe£tion 
for  the  audior ;  fince,  in  this  epiftle^  his  virtue  appears  emi^ 
nently  triinqphanc  over  one  of  the  mighticft  hunian  pafilons^ 
love  of  fame* 


EPISTLE    VIIL 
Puny   to  Capito. 

YO  U  would  perfuade  me  to  write  a  hiftory  $  nor 
are  you  lingular  in  the  advice.  Many  of  my 
friends  have  often  given  me  the  feme  counfel,  and  I 
am  willing  to  follow  it ;  not  becaufe  I  have  confidence 
in  my  doing  it  Well,  (for  that  would  be  the  height  of 

prefumption. 
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pt«fun(i^donv  unle£  I  h^d  tried)  but  b^caufe  nol 
to  m€:  appears  more  eligiblcy  than  to  condiift  t\ 
t«>ward>.thp  ifealniB  of  eternity,  who  ought  never  ttf 
dic^  andy.atonce,  toiextend  the  charafteit^ of  othefr?^ 
jointd  together  with  our  own.  For  my  part,  nofhittg; 
tome^^foeaDS  of  equal  confeqiicnce  with  the  loVc  iha 
Ardency  I  bear  to  a  kfting  reputation.  It  is ^  ntoft 
Worthy  fdlfcitlide  v  cfpecially  when  ft  in^n  is  not  t6h^ 
fefous  /to  hittifelf  of  any  crime,  th^t  may  make  Km 
ftand  iii  awe  of  being  tranfmittcd  to  pofterity •  My 
thoughfts  therefore  arc  employed  night  and  day. 


.  ,  ■  •  .J 


*^  .By  what  right  means  to  raife  my  grovellttg  namft^ 

(fo  ^ur  is  fufficient  for  'my  ambition :'  wh^  fdUowS  i* 

bcyond.it) 

1  ...■■■ 

"  Aad  rife  by  gen'ral  voice  to  eodtifefticene  '« 
«p  YctohM" 


(    '  ■ 


But  I  am  Satisfied,  fince  hiftory  alone  proM^s  itlftiSrH 
all  I  defire.  Orations  and  poetry  'ai?6.  riot  ejttremely 
agfoeabk,  unjefs  there  is  an  infinite  deal  of  eioquenCw 
contained  in  them.  Hiflx>ry,  in  whatev^  lAanner  i{ 
is  written,  muft  pleafe.  For  men  are  naturally  cti-* 
rious  :  and  are  fo  eafily  captivated  by  any- new  Ut* 
quifition  in  the  knowledge  of  fads,  that  they  are  tvttt 
led  away  by  little  tales  and  ftories*  But  a  domeftic 
example  impels  me  to  this  kind  of  ftudy.  My  un-« 
cle,  who  was  my  father  too  by  adoption,  was  an 
hiftorian,  of  moft  religious  exadnefs.  And  all  wift 
men  agree,  that  it  is  beft  to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of 
.  our  ancefton,  if  they  have  gone  before  us  in  a 
right  path.  Why  therefore  am  I  ftagg^e^  ?  Becatife 
I  have  heretofore  pleaded  many  great,  -and  confider* 


>#ttf^ 
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^  The  verfe  in  ViitciLj  here  alluded  to»  is  in  the.i^th  ^neid. 

E  e  a  V   ,    able 


i 


360  P  L  I  N  Y's  E  FIS  TLBS. 

able  caufci.  I  intend  to  perufe  thefe  i^tij  (^thtdii^ 
tqdeed  I  do  not  biiild  much  upon  them)  left  by  noc 
giving  them  the  laft  poHfh,  what  has  heretofore  coft 
ipc  {0  much  pains,  may  perifh  with  me.  For, "if 
you  have  a  view  to  pcdfterityi  whatever  is  not  abfb'*' . 
tu'tely  finifhed,  may  be  looked  upon  as  not  b^n, 
ypu  will  tell  me,  I  may  review  my  pleadings,  and 
compofe  my  hiftory  at  the  lame  time.  1  wifhlcbuld! 
but  each  is  fo  mighty  an  undertaking,! 'that  it^will  be 
abundantly  fufficient  to  bring  either  to  perfeftion,  '- 1 
was  nineteen  years  old  when  I  firft  began  to  plead  y 
and  now,  at  laft,  I  begin  to  fee,  and  even  yet  only, 
as  it  w;ert!,  through  a  cloud  of  darktiefs,  in  what 
manner  an  orator  ought  to  excel.  Shall  then  a  frefh 
burden  be  added: to  this  undertaking  ?  It  is  true,  an 
oration  and  an  hiftory  have  many  things  in  common  5 
but  there  is  ftill  great  variety  in  thofe  things,  which 
ieem  common  to  each.  The  firft  is  full  of  narradbn, 
fo  is  the  fecond  ;  but  in  a  different  manner.  The 
humbleft,  the  meaneft,  and  the  moft  trite  fubjefts 
ire  adapted  to  the  one  5  whilft,  ih  the  other,  all  that 
is  extraordinary,  fplendid,  or  exalted,  ought  to  Ihine. 
In  the  one,  may  be  defcribed  the  bones,  the  mufcles, 
and  the  nerves  ;  in  the  other,  the  brawny,  and  more 
flelhy  parts  of  the  body.  The  one,  muft  prevail  by 
violence,  by  bittexnefs,  by  earneftnefs :  the  other,  by 
dignity  apd  gendenefs ;  nay,  and  even  by  fwcetnefs; 
Laftly,  the  words,  the  founds,  the  conllrudHons .  of 
each  are  different.  For  it  is  of  great  confequence,.  as 
Thucydides  obferves,  .whether  you  have  your 
reward  in  prefent ;  or  whether  you  are  ftill  ftriving 
for  it :  the  firft  is  applicable  to  orations  ;  the  fecond 
to  hiftory.  For  thele  reafons,  I  am  not  induced  to 
confound  and  jumble  together  two  diffimilar  works, 
which,  in  their  nature,  are  fo  contrary  to  each  other  ; 
left  bewildered,  as  it  were,  in  fo  incongruous  a  pcr-^ 
formance,  I  ftiould  do  in  one  place,  what  T  ought  ,to 
do  in  another.    In  the  mean  while,  therefore,  to  ule 

the 
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the  phrafe  of  the  bar,  I  aflced  permiffion  to  pl^ad.  But, 
at  prefent,  let  me  defire  you  to  confider  the  Wftory.of 
wh^t  p^ticular  times  I  ih^U  undertake.  If  of  old 
timcs^  and  fuch  as.  are  already  upon  record,  the  ma^ 
jt£r]i^s^;arQ  at.  hand  ^  but  jc  is  a  heavy  ta(k  to  collate 
them :  if .  of  later  times,  and  fuch  as  have  never  bee^ 
touched  upon,  the  offence  I  mult  give  will  be  great, 
the  thanks  I  (hall  receive -will  be  fmall.  And  befides, 
as  in  fuch  a  general  depravity  of  manners  among  man* 
kind,  there  muli  be  a  greater  foundation  for  :Cenfurc, 
than  for  praile  -,  fo  it  will  be  faid,  that  I  am  too  ipac? 
ing  of  commendation,  and  too  laviih  for  reproach, 
^thou^  I  give  ample  room  to  the  former,  and  ftri&ly 
confine  mylclf  to  the  latter.  But  thefe  apprehenfipris 
do  not  retard  me :  I  have  fufficient  courage  in  the 
caufe  of  truth.  What  I  beg  of  you,  is,  .to  make 
the  way  ready,  in  which  you  would  have  mego  •,  and 
to  chute  out  a  proper  road,  left,  when  I  am  preparea 
to  fet  forth,  fome  new  and  juft  reafoo  for  delay  xnay 
^ife  and  ftop  me.    Farewell,  ...    - 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Stiadef  ut'bijioriam  fcribam^  etfuadis  mnftdus  :  mulfi  hoc 
me  fapi  monuerunt :  "  You  advife  me  to  write  a  hiftory, 
**  4nd  you  are  not  fingular  in  your  advicQ  :  many  of  my 
y  friends  have  put  me  upon  the  fame  undbrtaking.*'  It  is 
no  wonder  to  find,  that  the  friends  of  Pliny  were  impor'r 
(unate,  that  he  fhould  undert^e  the  moft  difiicrth,  as  welt 
as  the  moft  ufeful  taflc  in  the  wory.  The  candour  of  his 
mind,  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  the  acquifitions  of 
his  experience,  rendered  him  highly  accomplished  for  an  hifr 
torian  :  but  I  doubt  we  muft  ever  defpair  of  feeing  a  perfe<5 
hiftory.  If  an  hiftorian  treats  of  his  own  acra,  be  cannot 
avoid  being  partial :  if  he  treats  of  antiquity,  he  rriuft  rely 
upon  fuch  of  his  predecelTors,  as  were,  like  himfelf,  partial 
to  the  "age,  in  which  they  li^ed.  It  is  impoffiblc  to  pe  ut- 
terly divefted  of  prejudice  :  nor  can  we  free  ourfelves  from 
^he  weight  of  education,  confanguinity,  friendfliip,  and  al| 
fhofe  other  numerous  obligations^  which  will  imperceptibly 
^ide  into  the  £s^,  and  bear  down  tho  juft  {equilibrium, 
-:  E  c  3  th^t 
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tliat  (hould  always  be  {Uidcrved  in  hiilorj.  The  indidgencf  > . 
therefore,  which  Horace  has  given  to  poets^  may  x^iSoa-r 
My  be  allowed  to  hiftorians.  '  Nen  ego  puucis  offiffubiir 
macuUs.  When  truth  is  the  ultimate  end  of  the  hiflx>ry  it* 
fe]f,  and  inte^ty  and  uprightnefi  die  guides  of  the  hifto-' 
rian,  the  inevitable  infirmities  of  human  nature  are  eafily  to 
be  overlooked,  or  forgiven. 

Mlhi  pukbrum  in  prims  viJetur^  nm  pati  Mnirnf,  pdhtf  - 
aternitas  debeatur^  aliorumfuefamam  cum  fua  extenderf  :  ^'  { 
**  am,"  fays  Pliny,  "  chiefy  induced  to  a  performance  of 
<^  this  fort,  by  confidering,  that  an  author,  who  conveyp 
<<  to  pofterity  the  aAions  of  eminent  men,  at  the  fam^ 
*'  time,  that  he  eftablMhes  their  charader,  immortalizes  hi$ 
^*  own.  The  pictures  will  be  admired,  and  the  painter 
^  held  in  great  veneration ;  efpecially,  as  lliey^  reprefent 
^*  pcrfons,  whpfi:  names  are  facred,  and  dear  to  mankinil^ 
i^  fuid  whoib  virtues  ought  to  be  eng^ven  on  elenial  qioqut 
f«  mcnts/* 

Orqtioni  et  carmini  eft  parva  gratia^  niji  ehguentia  fttfum^ 
pm  :  bjftoria  quoquo  modo  Jcripta  deleSfat.  **  Poetry  ^nd  ora- 
**  tory  muft  oe  perfcft  in  their  kind  5  they  muft  be  poliflied 
•5  to  the  niceft  degree  :  no  flaws,  no  errors  will  be  admitted 
^^  there  :  the  didlion  muft  be  pure,  the  Janguage  eafy^ 
**  the  thoughts  natural ;  energy  and  harmony  muft  flow 
**  throughout  the  whole.  But  hiftory  needs  no  peculiar 
**  grace  to  adorn  it  j  the  fubjecSl  matter  is  fo  entertaining, 
**  3jat  if  the  ftyle  be  not  minutely  obferved,  yet  it  will  give 
**  delight  at  any  rate."  Sunt  enim  homines  naturd  curioft^  et 
qualibet  nudd  rerum  cognitione  capiuntur^  ut  qui  fermuncuUf 
etiam  faheUifque  ducantur  :  *^  For  people,  in  general,  arc 
*^  naturaUy  io  infatiable,  and  thirfty  after  all  hiftorical  fa<as, 
**  diat  they  greedily  fwallow  down  every  little  tale,  or  a- 
•*  necdote  ;  every  fcrap  of  hiftory,  that  is  fet  before  tiiem." 
This  feems  to  be  the  full  meaning  of  thefe  two  laft  quotar 
tions  i  and  there  is  great  truth  in  Pliny's  remark.  The 
worft  and  moft  infamous  hiftories  have  their  readers  and  gd-r 
mirers  ;  they  hit  the  vicious  taftc  of  a  multitude ;  always 
piore  attentive  to  lies  ill  told,  than  to  truth,  he  it  fung  ever 
fo  fweetly  J  or,  to  fpeak  plainer,  more  defirous  of  Randal 
from  a  bad  pen,  than  of  panegyric  from  a  good  one. 

It  b  from  this  letter  we  learn,  that  Pf  iny  w^s  nincteeii 
ycax:5  old  when  he  ^rft  appeared  at  the  bar,     Undivicejimii 

*  liiffRAT^  Art.  P«et,  ifo.  351.. 
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mtgUi  tmm  Sun  in  fw9  c€^u  And  die  f^fth)  from  tbe 
tiui)  of  Its  ap4  ft^n)  th«  bints-  which  Plinv  gtvcs  xA  hte 
C3^i9^99  l^fKT^s  fCKW  tP  fumiifek  ifrittcn  in  THAjAN'k 
reign.  0Mr  aothor  h^  th«n  feen  the  viciffiti^des  of  man^ 
dangerous  times,  and  had  psified  thnm^  ?Si  esEceedins  hot 
and  iier3r  furnacffc,  unfinged,  and  unchanged.  But  the  hiftoiy 
here  intended  was  not,  in  all  likelihood,  undertaken  by  him  \ 
at  leaft,  no  footfleps  of  it  have  remained  to  pofterity. 

E  P  IS  T  L  iE    IX,        :     ' 
Pliny  h  Pompeiu.s  Saturn  inUs. 

'       •  ..."  •    I 

YOUR  letters  have  ftirred  up  in  n^e  various 
paflions ;  for  they  contained  partly  joyful,  and 
pardy  forrowful  news.  It  was  joyful  to  hear  you 
was  detained  in  town  \  much  againft  your  own  in^cli- 
nations,  you  fay ;  but  not  in  the  leaft  againft  mine ; 
eipecially,  as  you  promife  to  rehearfe  your  works  as 
fooa  a$  I  ^rive.  1  thank  ygy  fpr  waitijig  my  ar- 
rival. 

It  is  melancholy  to  hear,  that  Juiius  V-alen3'  is 
fo  eictremely  ill ;  yet  not  melancholy,  if  we  regard 
only  his  benefit;  fincc  it  certainly  is  beft  for  hitn 
to  be  delivered,  as  foon  as  poflible,  from  an  incu^ 
rable  cjifcafe. 

That  Julius  Avixys  is  dead,  upon  his  return  from 
his  queftorihip,  is  not  only  a  forrqwful,  but  an  rf- 
feding  piece  of  news.  Dead  too  on  fliip -board,  at 
a  diftance  from  his  moft  afFe6tionate  brother,  his  mo- 
ther, and  his  fiftcrs.  Thefe  incidents  are  not  of  con- 
fequence  to  the  dead  ;  but  they  were  of  confeduence 
to  him,  whein  dying,  and  are  to  thofc  who  lurvive 
him ;  eipecially,  becaufe  a  youngrhan  of  lb  great  hope^, 
thus  fallen  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  might  have  at- 
tained to  the  higheft  chara<Ster,  •  had  his  virtues  reach- 
ed their  maturity.  What  a  love  of  letters  ir^med 
him  !  What  an  infinite  deal  too  has  he  written  !  all 
which,  like  hiinfelf,  muft  perilh,.  Without  bringing 

E  e  4  tortb 


64  PLINY'S    EPISTLES. 

forth  fruit  to  ^fterity.  But  wherefore  do  1  indu^ 
my  grief  ?  which,  when  unbridled,  ncTcr  wsuits  fiiP 
ficient  matter  to  go  oh.  I  will  put  a  ftpp  to  my  Ict^ 
m-,  that  I  may  likewife  ftpp  (hol^  teai^  which  die 
letter  has  extraaed  from  me, 

,1  * 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  reflexion  made  by  Pliny*  upon  the  inrccovcraMc 
illncfe  of  Junt7s  Valens  is  extrcmelv  humane,  ^uan-^ 
quam  m  hoc  quiditn  trifle^  Ji  illius  utilitattbus  a/ltmetttPy  eufiis 
tnterefi  quam  maturijjim  inexplicabili  narbo  iiberari.  It  Is 
certain,  that  death  is  preferable  to  a  life  of  pajn  i  but,  ^ 
the  poet  ^  (ays^ 

Dtftruft  and  darknefi  of  a  future  ftate 
Make  poor  niankind  fo  anxious  of  their  &te| 
'  t>eath  in  itfelif  is  nothing,  but  we  fear 
To  be,  wc  know  not  w£^t,  we  know  not  where. 

The  beBef  of  the  antients,  concerning  departed  fouls.  Is 
not  thoroughly  explained  to  us.    The  fixth  JEneid,  parti-- 
cularly  that  part  of  it,  in  which  the  infernal  regions  are  de- 
fcribeq,  is  thought  to  contain  as  full  a  fyfiem  of  their  creed, 
as  any  that  can  be  found  in  other  autnors.    The  dodrine 
laid  down  by  Virgil  feems  to  be,  that,  in  the  regions  of 
Pluto,  there  were  two  feparate  and  diftinft  places ;  onp 
called  Tartar uSt,  allotted  for  the  wiclced,  who  receive    pu- 
nifhments  proportionable  to  their  crimes ;   the  pther,  called 
£lji/iumj  where  the  happy  fpirits  are  represented,  as  entertain- 
ing themfelves  in  beautiful  fields,  widi  the  fame  diverfions 
amd  amufements,  in  which  they  took  delight  when  alive. 
This  is  the  poetical  heaven  and  hell.     But  Sccaufe  the  moft 
perfeft  fouls  had  contrafted  great  impurity  by  being  joined 
to  the  body,  they  were  obliged,  befprp  their  entrance  into 
Ehjfiumy  to  undergo  fome  purgation  and  punifhinent,  till  th^ 
boTlution  was  taken  avray, 

Jlits  fuh  gurgite  vafto 
InfiSfum  fluitur  fcelusi  aut  exuritur  tgni  *. 

The 
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3%«  iaft  fentenee  ii-q^arttcidiv%  remaskablcy  as  it  bean  fo 
Bear  a  tcftynblaacjc  to  the  modem  purga^ry^  that  were  the 
f^oie  wordsL  £pyuad  in  a  ChriiHan  poet^  they  could  lipt  })q 
fonftnied  to  ihy,  ^thcr  iignificatiQn.  ,       : 

We  have  ^^treafon  to  coiicfude,  diat  die  moft  raUonal 
heathens  held  eternity  of  torioMnts  \  T«B6B08  19  parttGu«> 
larly  named  by  Virgil  ;  nor  is  there  any  inftance  where 
foius,  once  c^d^mned  to  puoifhments  in  Tartarus^  were 
releded  from  perpetual  damnation.  Sisyphus,  at  leaft  we 
^ar  nothing  , to.  the  Qontrary^v  was  always  to  roll. his  ftone. 
Tantalus  was  eternally  to  be  amidft  apples  and  water, 
Hoj  pan  we  fip4  that  any  purgation  was  fufiicient.to  deanfe 
thbfe,  whoJc  crimes  were  fo  enbriAous,  as  to  draw  upon 
them  the  irrevocable  decree  of  Tartarean  tormqht^. 

And  now,  my  Charles,  iince  I  have  vtrand^r^  to  f^ 
from  Pliny,  let  me  ftill  go  on  a  little  farther;  a  liberty 
that  I  have  already  taken,  and  muft  ftU}  purfue,  in  exprefs* 
ing  my  obfervations  upon  thefe  epiftl^. 
'  However  durable,  according  to  the  heathen  (yftcm,  the 
fufFerings  of  Tartarus  were  decreed  to  be,  the  pleasures  of 
Elyjium  lafted  only  a  thoufand  years.  The  happy  fouls^ 
after  that  termination,  were  obliged  to  drink  a  drgught  dl 
Letbe^  by  which  potion  they  loft  all  remembrance  ,Qf  joys 
in  the  Elyjian  fields,  and  of  preceding  forrows  and  uneafiaeis^ 
which  they  had  endured  upon  earth.  In  that  flate  of  oblivion 
they  informed  new  bodies.  Tl>us,  when  ^neas  enquires 
into  the  caufe  of  fo  great  a  concourfe  at  Lethey  he  is  an- 
fjyered  by  Anchises, 

Rur/us  it  incipient  in  corpora  vfUe  revert!  ^, 

They  i^ere  fouls,  who  having  been  a  thoufand  years  in  jpip' 
Rum^  the  oply  condition  requifite  for  their  return,  were  now 
haftening  again  to  the  upper  regions  of  earth.  This  poeti- 
cal notion  is  no(  di&greeable  to  fancy,  although  not  confb- 
nant  to  religion.  It  bears  fome  analogy  to  tne  do^bine  of 
the  Millenniums  whfch  was  an  0pinio^  held  by  the  primi- 

'  VideHoMBR.  II.  0.  %.f,  13.     N^TAtis  Comes  fays,  that 
they  thought  the  wicked  are  to  be  for  ever  in  hell.    The  fame 
^  ^uthor  fpeakipj;  of  7V7r/Ar«/,  defcribes  it»  ^1  locus  e^  panarum^ 
face  omnino  car^s^  neque  inde  exire  in  perpetuum  licitum  eft, 

^  See  the  anfj^er  of  Anciiis^s  from  f.  724.  .to  f.  751.  ^n.  6. 

tivo 
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Cive  Chriftians,  Kamwer  difregacdcd  ia  theft  Istar  dme$i 
Vpon  the  whole,  the  conflderation  of  PtiKV,  thitt  Jnt 
friend's  deaith  would  be  a  rdeafe  from  mifary^^  is  actKmdy 
confonant  to  good  nature,  and  the  religiaa  c^the  Romm»% 
Wha  believed  no  tnan  eternally  damned,  if  he  had  not  been 
gvilty  ef  fome  monftrous  crime  ^  and  whofe  f^urgatory,  if 
not  of  a  ihojter  duration  than  that  of  modern  Rm$y  wai 
at  leaft  unattended  with  the  iame  expeace* 

'  EP  I  S  T  L  E    X.    \  . 
Pljny  tQ  M.  Arrius  Antoninus.'. 

#  -  •  •         ■ 

* 

WHEN  I  endeavour  to  imitate  yout  iscrfes,  it 
is  Acn  I  find  their  excellency  :  for,  as  pain-^ 
ters  are  feldom  able  to  rcprcfent  every  beauty  in  a  fair 
^nd  captivating  face ;  even  fo,  in  thelib  my  attempts; 
I  climb,  but  fall  down  from  the  origin^.  For  thi$ 
rcaiR)n,  let  me  intreat  you  more  earneftly  to  publiih 
as  many  as  poflible  of  your  works,  as  patterns,  which 
rU  will  defire,  but  few  or  none  will  be  able  to  imi*- 
rate.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  the  third  epiftle  of  the  fourth  book  we  may  remember, 
that  Antoninus  had  compofed  certain  Greek  epigrams  and. 
iambic  verfcs,  which  received  from  Pliny  the  higheft  de- 
cree of  admiration  and  applaufe.  The  eighteenth  epiftle  cf 
that  book  is  addrefled  again  to  Antoninus,  upon  the  fame 
fobjedf,  and  in  the  fame  boundlefs  ftrain  of  approbation. 
The  epiftle  now  before  us  differs,  neither  in  flyle  nor  mat- 
ter, from  the  latter  of  the  two  epiftles  already  mentioned. 
AJJ  fhe  three  letters  tend  to  eflablilh  the  charaoei:  of  Anto- 
ninus, as  a  mafter  in  the  Greek  language,  an  excellent  epi- 
frammatift,  and  a  fine  compofer  of  iambic  verfe.  Monf^eur 
>ACif  R  obferves,  that  Greece^'xn  the  ipace  of  fifty  five  Olvna- 
plads,  two  hundred  and  twenty  years,  produced  nine  fyric^ 
*and  three  iambic  poets.  The  diftingui£hed  names,  in  the 
iirftkin^,  were  Alcman,  Stesichorus,  Sappho,  Alce^ 
us,  SiMoNiDEs,  Ibycus,  Anacrson,  Pindar,  Bac- 

*  CHYLIDESj 
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iHYtlDES  )  in  the  fecond  kind  were  Archilochus,  Si- 

MONIDES^  aiKlHlPfOlfAX. 

Lyrics  and  iambics  are  different  in  thefe  refpedis.  lam- 
hici  ntxoaifiiid  (o  a  cfitain  m^ur^  aiid  are  al5iira78  (ati- 
jricaiL '  X/frics  tM  a  fpocies  tyf  poetry,  far  mone  inticnt  than 
iatyihicp.  >  Tliey  were  pnuEtifed  at  feflivais,  in  the  earlieft 
age^^  ii»  world  s  ag^i  wbeo  all  degrees  of  men  were  em- 
iptoy^  in  tiUagei  and  tsi  var uxia  forts  of  Lndiiftry  and  «xer-f 
f:ib.  Kings  and  patriardis  were  only  fiiperior  herdfinen. 
When  thek  labouitt- wene  finifhftd,  or  rewarded  by  the  fer- 
tility af  their  &ri»  they  chofe  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  to 
bi^»v#n  ii)  fudde«  xa^ures  of  l^cic  poetry.  Harmony  .of 
nuniben  naturally  anTes  from  minds  filled  with  pleafure,  and 
joyful  in  /epofe* '  Nature  firft  gaire  rife  to  die  fong,  and  art 
Mi.(i^(&rvnii<m  afterwards  corre&ed,  and  made  it  unifbrm  : 
but  iambics  .  appeared  not  till  the  vices  and  irregularitiee  of 
juanjuad  g^ew  xoore  trtuaphant  and  outragious, 

EPISTLE    XI. 
Pliny  to  Suetonius  Tranqjtillus. 

FULFIL  the  ei^figem^ent  made  by  nw  in  my 
verfes,  wherein  I  promifed  your  writings  to  our 
comnion  friends.  They  are  daily  called  for  ;  they 
are  impatiently  expelled !  and  the  danger  now  is,  that 
their  publication  fliould  be  forced  upon  you  by  a  pro- 
cpfs  of  law.      ' 

I  apu  myfelf  an  arrant  loiterer  in  publifhing,  but 
you  even  outdo  me  in  prppraftination  and  delay.  At 
i^nce  therefore,  either  break  through  your  dilatory  dif- 
pofition,  or  take  care,  that  thofe  pieces,  which  my. 
more  foothing  poetry  could  not  draw  from  you,  my 
iambics,  by  dint  of  fatire,  may  extort.  Your  worK 
is  perfeft,  and  finifhed  ;  not  to  be  poliflied,  but  rather 
impaired  by  the  file.  Permit  me  to  fee  your  name 
before  it-,  permit  me  to  hear,  to  copy,  to  read,  to 
buy  the  yolumes  of  my  Tranq.uix.lus.  It  is  but 
juil,  that,  in  fo  mutual  a  friendfhip  as  ours,  I  fliouId 
receive  from  you  the  lame  fatisfadion,  and  delight, 
whic  h  you  have  enjoyed  from  me.    Adieu.         O  B- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

It  appears,  by  this  letter,  that  Pliny  had  mentioned,  in 
certain  verfes  of  his  own  compofition,  fome  performance^ 
which  the  public  were  (hortiy  to  expedfrom  Suetonius 
Tranquillus.     lAbira  tandem  hendecqifylUkfirum  me^i 
fidertty  qui  fcripta  tua  ^ommunibus  amicis  fp^^ondirunt  z   ^* 
.^'  have  been  your  bondfman  to  our  common'  friends  :  flu 
><  yourfclf  a  man  of  honour,  and  pay  your  debt/' 

jam  periculum  eft^  ne  cogantur  ad  exhibettdum  formMibiM 
aecipere.  It  is  difficult  to  render  the  laft  phrafe,  famndi^ 
aecipere^  into  fuch  cxzSt  EngUJb^  as  ihall  fully  aniWer  the 
meaning.  It  alludes  to  a  form  in  die  Raman  law.  The 
fenfe  feems  to  be,  ^^  You  are  in  danger  of  having  a  biU 
'  *^-£lcd  againft  you,  to  obl^  you  to  a  publication.''  The 
epiftle  is  written  jocofely  from  Pliny  to  Suetonius,  and 
this  particular  phrafe  ihews  the  fiimiliarity  between  them  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  conveys  a  genteel  compliment  from 
our  author  to  his  friend. 

PiffiSum  ^usj  abfolutumque  eft^  mc  jam  fikndefcit  limd^ 
fid  atterttur  :  It  is  a  perfect  work,  and  finifbed  in  every 
*'  particular :  the  file  may  wear  it,  but  can  never  give  iit  an 
^*  additional  luftre."  We  are  not  informed^  bv  any  exgref- 
fion  in  this  letter,  what  work  of  Suetonius  is  here  p^urtji* 
cularly  meant,  and  thus  exorbitantly  extolled  by  Pliny. 
If  it  be  the  hiftory  of  the  twelve  Cacfars,  as  probably  it  is, 
no  performance  remains,  even  to  this  day,  in  greater  want  ' 
of  the  file.  For  although  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  many 
curious  anecdotes  are  related  by  that  biographer,  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  author,  yet  his  total  want  of  decency  is 
Shocking  and  inexcufable.  The  imperial  vices  are  too  par- 
ticularly and  too  indelicately  expofeid  to  view  ;  an  error, 
which  renders  his  whole  work  abfolutely  void  of  neatnefs, 
elegance,  and  dignity.  There  are  certain  impurities,  which 
ought  never  to  be  recorded ;  they  cannot  be  thought  of  with- 
out horror  ;  nor  can  they  be  mentioned  without  fhanie.  If 
poffible,  therefore,  they  fhould  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and 
never  fully  the  page,  nor  defile  the  charafter  of  an  hiftorian  5 
the  obfervation  being  no  lefe  true,  than  general,  that  the 
,  writings  of  an  author  are  of  the  fame  level  with  his  conver- 

EP'iSTtE 
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'Have  rw^civied  your  letters,  by  which  I  am  iirfbrtn- 
cd;  that  ydfu  have  dedicated  an  elegant  portico  to 
it  pubUb  in  yb\ir  own  name,  and  the  name  of  yput 
igxi^ ;  ajid^  Ui^t .the  day  following^  you  pjromiled  to  give 
money  to  adprii  the  gates,  as  if  a  new  a£t  of  libera? 
lity  was,  with  you;^  the  neceflary  confequence  of  hav- 
jDg  finifhed  a^  formen  This  gives  me  joy,  firft,  upon 
account  ^f  your  glory,  Ibme  part  of  which,  in  con-^ 
fecjuence'  of  our  alliaAce,  will  neceflarily  redound  up- 
on me  3'  next,'  that  I  fee  the  fame  of  my  father-in-laii^ 
thus  enlargpc^  by  wpirks  of  fuch  diftingjuiflied.  beauty  j 
lailly,-  that  our  country  is  in  fuch  a  flouriihipg  coun 
diuon.  .  X  Qiall  be  pleaied,  let  her  ornaments  como 
tcom  any  hand  ;  buf  fhall  be  moil:  delighted,  when 
they  come  f!X)m  you.  I  fhall  now  only  add  a  prayeif 
to  the  gods,  that  you  may  enjoy  this  hfcneficent  tem-i 
per-  of  riiind'  to  an  extreme  old  age.  For  I  d^e  tq| 
prophefy,  thjtt,  when  you  have  executed  this  engage- 
ment, you  will  then  undertake  fome  other  public 
work  5  becaufe  liberality,  when  once  it  has  been  ex- 
erted, cannot  remain  inaftive.  The  very  pradice  of 
this  virtue  makes  it  ftill  niore  aniiable.    Adieu. 

•         •••-•  • 

:  .    OBSERVATIONS, 

In  this  cpiftle,  the  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  Fabatus,  we 
may  obferve  the  diftindlion  between  the  porticusy  and  the 
porta }  neither  of  which  belonged  to  each  other.  The  Por- 
ticps  were  built  feparately  in  ieveral  parts  of  RawK  ';  they 
were  places  for  walking,  and  for  public  buftnefs.    Our  mer'^ 

*  The  fon  of  Fabatus  was  the  father  of  Calpurnia,  the 
wife  of  Pliny.  He  died  young,  and,  after  his  death,  his  daugh- 
ter was  educated  by  his  fider,  her  aunt,  Hispulla. 

♦  ■"    .  '  cantile 
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cantilc  exchanges  arc  very  much  of  the  feme  kind  j  they  were 
frequented,  by  different  fets  of  people  :  in  one  .part  of  the 
city  the  philofopbdrs  had  thek  hours  of  Ineeting ;  in  another 
the  merchants  aiTembled  ;  in  others  the  poets>  the  ftatefincny 
and  the  politicians.  Thefe  publie  ejifiees  went  always  opi^^ 
and  many  of  them  belonged  to  the  theatres,  the  temples,  and 
liic  hou&s  of  the  chid  nobility^  ,  By  their  forat  and  ^u^. 
tion,  they  were  a  defbnce  a^nft  ttje  inconveniences  of 
yreather.  The  portieus  Pompetana  is  particularly  mehtiondl 
by  Ovid;  PromAtiw,  and  MAittiAt.  And  vs^e  find 
by  this  epiftle,  that  FABATtJs  had  imitated  ocbefjm^fnietf, 
by  giving  to  dk;  public  a  n6ble  pettier  tor  their  a&mblies. 

Tlif  p0rtaj  or  gatts  of  the  cftite  of  Itah^  tret e  irefy  b<h 
merous,  and  from  the  great  cdhcourfe  of  people,  and  tta 
injury  of  carriages,  were  liable  to  decs^.  We  may  fttppofe 
therefore]!  that .  at ,  the  timf,  when  this  letter  was  wmten  td 
f'^^^AfuSy  iome  gates  were  to  be  re^uilt^  and  the  money  to 
D'e'faifed,  by  a  general  tsiii  upon  the  people,  or  by  a  rum 
given  out  of  the  pubHc  tfeaibry.  FAsATes,  at  his  bvrn 
eiipence,  undertook  to  adorn  thefe  btiilding^,  and  is  IrM 
complimented  by  PtiM v  uipon  the  btcfirfiod.  The  xeSLtjAoH 
and  the  end  is  perfefUy  elegam  ;  ^^  Lfberality,  iays  Pjuikit^ 
^'  is  heightened  in  her  charms',  by  the  repeat^  c^cociSr  xkf 
**  her  donation^."  Our  author  never  omits  an  occafiom^  to 
fet  forth  generofity  in  her  mofl  attracting  colours,  and  to 
diake  h^r  beauties  univerfally  confciled  and  a;dm[rQd» 

EPISTLE     xm. 

I^LINY    to   SCAtfRUS. 

WH  E  N  I  intended  to  rehearfe  a  fmall  oration, 
which  I  have  thoughts  of  pxibliftiing,  I  called 
together  fonie  of  my  friends j  that  I  might  be  in 
iawe  :  I  fummoned  few,  that  I  might  hear  truth.  I 
had  two  reafons  for  the  rehearfal ;  one  was,  that  I 
might  be  encouraged  by  their  follicitude  for  me  ;  the 
other,  that  I  might  be  admpnifhed  by  them,  if  anf 
errors  from  felf-indulgence  had  efcaped  me.  I  enjoy- 
ed what  I  defired :  I  found  fuch  friends,  as  very 
freely  gave  me  their  advice  :  and  I  mylelf  noted  fe- 

veral 
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yeral  pafikgi?  capable  of  etnendatbh.  I  have  ior-^ 
nefted  the  booky  which- 1  have  fent  you*  The  fubjeft 
w2I  be  made  knowii  ta  you  by  the  tide.  The  bdok 
itfelf^illtitpldn  the  reft;  which  I  would  m^e  & 
cohftant  a  riile^*  tKat  from  henceforward  no  preface 
neec}  |)e.  wanting.'  Ldefire  that  ydu  will  write  to  xsia 
your  opioipn^  both  of  the  whole»  and  of  the  particulac 
parts  ^  for  I  iblU  either  be  more  wary  in  fuppreffing^ 
or  more  refolved  in  publifhing  it,  as  your  opkiiofl 

fliall  determine  me.    Farewell, 

......      -  -    •    •  , 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  are  very  many  cpiftles  of  Pliny  upon  this  fubjeft 
of  rehearfals.  But  .the  cuftom  itfelf  is  fo  unknown,  ^  «F 
(p  littlecpniequchce  to  us,  that  hoWever  judicious  and  excet^ 
felt  thefe  letters  may  have  been,  when  they  were  WrMteri, 
they  ean  make  litditimpreffibn  upon^  Bn'gUjh  ttzAtrs  atthijf 
diftance  of  time.  Suetonius  tells  us,  that  AuCtJ^f f§ 
CiftslAit,  in  difiidekre  of  his  memory^  accuftomed  htmfelf 
Oocifiantly  to  read  ki<s  fpfee^hes^  left  he  alight  omU  any  parti** 
cukrs  j.  and  alfo,  that  lie  might  not  lof&  time  in  getting  t'hefni 
by  heajt..  Ac  ne  periculum  memoria  adiret^  aut  in  eaifcendt 
terripus  affumeret^  inftituit  ricliare  omrtia  ^.  Therefore  orati- 
incuh.  quafn  tidtiifurur  ^p{\iit%  the  fpeeih  read  by  PlInV 
fropi  his  notes,  and  not  rehearfcd  without  book;  although 
fdAietimes  it  be&rsf '  I  thiiik,  the  latter  ffgnftfieation. 

Thifr  epiftle  is  addrefled  to  Scaurus,  who  is  mentioneif 
in.  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  by  Pi>iny^  in  the  twenty 
fifih  epiftle.of  the  ilxth  book. 

Ti  velim^  mild  de  univerfo^  quid  de  partibus^  fentias^  •Jj^^'^' 
has  mihi  :•  "  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  (^the 
"  Whote,  and  oif  e\rery  part  of  it/*  This  fliews  the  high 
opinion  enfertaincd  by  Pliny  of  his  friend's  judgement. 
And  we  muft  often  have  remarked  the  particular  eare  txid 
caution  taken  by  him,  that  his  works  ihould  come  out  ta 
the  (Public  in  a  nnifhed,  perfe£b  manner :  be  conftantly  deli^ 
vers  them  up  to  die  cenfure  and  perufal  of  his  friends;  ho 
invites  their  criticifms,  and  is  follicitoos  for  their  corrections  > 
a  niethod  which  one  of  our  dramatic  writers  purfued,  by 

"  y  Svrrofi.  AvdVirvs;  '<ap.  S4. 

fend- 
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fending  fix  manufcnpt  copi^  of  a  new  tragedy  txr  Mdf  ^ 
dozen  different  friencky  d«liring  each  to  bloC  out  fucb  partv 
ashefhould  find  faulty,  or  improper  $  and  not  acqnainrin|^ 
any  one  of  the  fLf^,  that  he  had  fent  a  copy  to  another.  Bu| 
alas  !  when  the  books  were'  returned,  and  the  poet  had  fpreaa 
and  compared  them  upon  his  table,  he  dbffctv^,  to  his  great 
aftoniihment,  that  the  lines,  which,  one  critic  had  not  hlot^ 
ted  out,  had  been  eraled  by  sttiothery  fo'that,  unhftptHlyV 
not  a  fingle  fyllable  remained  of  the  wfakdC'  dnimaticai*  lar^ 
hour. 

EPISTLE    XIV. 

Pliny    to    Valerianus# 

■         ■   ■ 

1  Comply  widi  your  recjueft,  according  to  tnyprof-' 
mile,  in  informing  you  what  was  the  event  or  thfc 
accufation  brought  by  Nspos  againft  Tuscillus  No* 

MINATUS.  *;, 

NoMiNATus  was  brought  into,  die  fenate,  whcttf 
he  pleaded  for  himfelf,  ik>  body  appearing  againft 
him.  For  the  legates  of  the  Vicentini  riot  only  fof- 
bore  prefiing  hard  upon  him,  but  even  gave  him  Ibme; 
afliftance.  The  fubftance  of  his  defence  was,  "  ThaC 
*'  in  difcharge  of  his  duty  of  advocate,  he  had  not 
*'  been  defedive  in  point  of  fidelity,  but  of  reiblu^ 
^^  tion  :  that  he  had  come  in  order  to  plead,  and  vit^ 
**  even  feen  in  the  court ;  but  afterwards,  difcourag-'- 
**  ed  by  the  difcourfe  of  his  friends,  he  retired.  Foi' 
*'  he  was  advifed  to  take  care  how  he  did  fo  obili- 
"  nately  oppofe,  elpecially  in  the  fenate,  the  defire 
^'  of  a  fenator,  who  now  contended,  not  fo  much  for 
^'  obtaining  the  fettlement  of  a  fair  -on  his  eftate,  as 
**  for  favour,  reputation,  and  honour :  otherwife  he 
*'  mufl  expeft  to  meet  with  greater  marks  of  diflikc, 
^'  than  what  had  been  already  (hewn  him.'*  (When  h6 
Ipoke  before,  fome  few  Ihouts  indeed  had  been  railed 
againfthim,  as  he  went  out.)  He  added  to  his  fop- 
^  plications  a  torrent  of  tears.    And  as  he  is  a  man  of 

great 
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giMt  doqUfMe  and  alnlities,  he  turned  his  difixmrfe 
kk^fydi  a^nuoiner^  that,  throu^  the  whole  of  it,  he 
fettned  RUiier  to  aAc  pardon,  than  infift  upon  his  de- 
ftboe ;  'irhidi  b  certainly  the  iafeft  and  moft  prudent 
SMthdd.  Af&akius  Dexter,  the  coniul  eled,  was 
cf^imoa  he  (hould  be  acquitted  i  he  faid,  ^<  That 
^:liwM^ii9ATV%  would  have  done  better  indeed,  if  he 
^^  had  gone  throi^  the  caufe  of  the  Vicentini  with 
*^  die  fiunft  courage  he  undertook  it:  but  fince  his 
^*  fault  could  not  be  conftrued  a  fraud,  nor  was  ht» 
^  ccmviAed  of  having  conimitad  any  crime,  whicH 
*^  demanded  punifhment,  he  might  be  pardoned,  up« 
•  •*  oh  condition  that  he  reftorcd  to  the  Vicentini  whac- 
**  <ver  he  had  received  from  them.**  All  were  of  the 
ftoie  fentiments,  except  Flatius  Ap£r.  He  wa4 
q£  opinion^  that  Nominates  (houid  be  forblddeiii 
to  a£l  as  an  advocate  during  the  fpace  of  five  ytun  r 
^nd  although  his  authority  drew  no  body  over  td 
his  fide,  yet  he  llitl  perfifted  in  that  opinion.  Nay^ 
he  went  fo  far,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  law  coh>-' 
ceming  the  meeting  of  the  fenate,  as  to  bbiige  T>1H*^' 
TEH  to  iwear,  that  the  modon  ha  httd  jnade  for  the* 
acquitting  of  NoMiNATus,  was  purely  for  the  good  of 
the  coininonwealth.  This  demand,  though  a  legal, 
watt  oppoftd>  by  feverak  It  ieemed  to  reproach  Dex- 
ter with  giving  his  fentence  out  of  fiivour  to  the  ac* 
cuied.  But  before  the  feveral  opinions  were  delivered, 
NioRiNus,  tribune  of  the  people,  repeated  a  very 
learned  and  weighty  remonftrance,  in  which  he  com- 
plained,- that*  the  advocates  were  hired;-  that  even 
pf^varkdfisHS  •  were  fold ;  that  the  lawyers  joined  ta- 
gether  in  creating  fiiits ;  and  that,  inflead  of  glory^ 
thdr  former  motive  of  a£Ung,  they  had  large  and 
tixcd  Mmts  out  of  the  fpoils  of  the  citi^iens.  He 
rqxated  the  heads  of  feveral  laws,  and  put  them  in 

'  ^  '^Pne'vaineathnes  is  a  law  term,  fignifying  collujion  in  f  leading: 
Money  taken  on  boch  fides,  for  which  the  advocates  private!/ 
betray  the  cicdc  Aey  pmead  to  defend. 

^::-:VbL.  I.  Ff  .mind 
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mind  of  th6  decrees  of  the  fenate;  and  at  hft  :Cos^ 
eluded,  that  fmce  both  the  laws  and  decrees  of  thtf 
fcnate  were  difregardedj  they  ought  to  petition  tJie 
emperor,  that  he  would  take  upon  hinxfelf  toremcdjr 
{6  great  evils«  In  fome  few  days  after,  an  edi<3;  was 
publifhed  by  the  emperor,  whicK  was.^  at.  oncci  both 
moderate  and  fever e;  You  may  find  it: in  the  public 
regiften  ■ .    i 

What  a  real  joy  does  it  give  me,  that  in.  plead- 
ing caules,  1  not  only  kept  myfelf  firce  from  any 
bargain,  gift,,  or  prefent,  but  even  from  ahy  token  of 
acknowledgment,  that  might  pafs  from  one  friend  to 
another?  We  ought  indeed  to  avoid  thofe  things 
that  are  difhoneft,  not  as  they  are  unlawful»  but  as 
they  are  ihameful.  However >  it  is,a  moft  lenfibte 
fiitisfadion  to  fee  thofe  cuftoms  publicly  forbidden, 
which  a  man  has  never  allowed  himfelf  to  pradtiie. 
Fewer  praifes,  and  a  lefs  degree  of  fame,  perhaps, 
nay,  I  may  add,'nioft  certainly,  will  afccrue  to  me^ 
when  all  are  abfolutely  obliged  to  go  in  the  fame  track» 
in  which  I  trod  voluntarily.  In  the  mean  while  I 
enjoy  great  plea&re,  by  hearing  fome  of  my  friends 
declare,  that  I  itiuft  have  forefeen  this  event;  and 
others,  in  the  fame  ftrain  of  jeft  and  raillery,  fay, 
there  is  now  an  entire  ftop  to  my  plunder  and  my 
avarice.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fourth  epiftle  of  this  book  contains  the  beginning  of 
the  caufe  between  Solers  and  the  VIcentinians.  The  epi- 
ftle  now  before  us  is  a  continuation  of  die  fame  fubjed. 

Solers  was  a  fenator;  he  had  been  pnetor ;  and  was 
ftill  in  high  power  and  authority.  He  had  petitioned  die 
fenate  for  a  permiffion  of  holding  fairs  upon  his  eftate* 
His  petition  had  been  oppofed  by  the  Vicentihians^  The 
legates  of  the  Vicentinians  had  employed  TuscillusNo- 
MiNATUS  as  their  advocate,  and  had  given  him  a  large  fee. 
NoMiNATUs  fpoke  for  his  clients  the  firft  day.    But  the 

fenate 
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foftte  comiiig  to  no  determination,  the  caufe  vna  put  ofF  to 
mother  day;  and  Nomin  at  us  received  a. fecond  fjsefrpin 
the  Vicentioians.  His  friends,  however,  difTuaded  him  from 
appqaringr  a  iecond  time,  by  fuggeftlng  the  infinite  dangers,* 
which  he  muft  incur,  if  he  appeared  as  an  adverfary  againft 
SoLSRS.  He  eafily  yielded  to  their  perfuadons,  ^na  keeping 
the  fee,  which  hb  had  received  from  the  Viccntinians,  left 
them  to  <Sefeiid  their  own  caufe. 

.  A  day  was  now  appointed  for  the  appearance  of  Tus- 
CILXUS  NaifllKATUS,  againft  whofe  breach  of  truftthe 
Vicentinians  had  moft  juftly  complained.  He  qame  before 
the  ienate  with  all  the  moving  eloquence  of  forrow,  fear  and 
repentance:  he  iubmitted,  he  prayed,  he  wept;  his  artifice 
prevailed.  The  fenate  accepted  of  his  fubmiifion ;  the  Vi- 
centinians followed  their  example ;  and  Nominatus  re- 
ceived the  mildeft  fentence,  that  could  poffibly  be  decreed  ;. 
Ut  Vicentinis^  quod  acceperat^  redderet :  "  That  he  fliould  re-^ 
*'  flx)rc  to  the  Vicentinians  the  fees,  which  he  had  received 
*'  fropi  them." 

In. this  epiflUe  ti^e  avarice  and  timidity  of  Nominatus^ 
and  the  corruption  and  partiality  of  the  Roman  fenate,  plain- 
ly appear.  The  advocate  deferts  his  clients,  and  quits  his 
duty,  from  the  fear  of  offending  a  powerful  fenator.  Hfe  is 
then  fununoned,  in  all  the  pomp  of  juftice,  to  anfwer  to  the 
accufation  of  fo  great  a  breach  of  truft.  He  comes,  be 
ads  the  part,  which,  without  doubt,  he  was. privately  or^ 
dared  to  afliime.  And  the  confiileled  is  fuddenly,  butevi* 
dently,  convinced  of  his  innocence.  The  venerable  fa- 
thers immediately  follow  the  example  of  their  future  cqnful ; 
the  Vicentinians  are  repaid,  and  Tuscillus  Nominatus 
is  acquitted- 

Flavius.  Apbr,  in  whom  fome.fparks  of  true  virtu©/ 
ftill  fubfifted,  was  the  only  fenator,  who  gave  his  negative 
to  this  decree.  He  openly  oppofed  the  fentence :  he  went  on 
ftill  farther,  and  moved,  that  Nominatus  fliould  be  fuf- 
pended  from  exercifing  his  employment,  as  a  lawyer,  dur- 
ing five  years..  If  this  motion  had  taken  place,  it  muft 
have  overturned  the  fcheme  concerted,  and  agreed  upon, 
(at  what,  price  will  never  be  known,)  between  NoMiNAr 
T us  and  Afranius  Dexter,  conful  eleft.  The  fenators 
faw^the  juftice  of  the  propofition,  advanced  byApER  ifed  dken 
muffanU  *' they  were  aU  filent,"  and  the  motion,  of  confe-. 
quence,  was  4ropped.,    J^.fV^,  ftill  (jontiAued  iirm  .and  re-. 

Ff2  *   folute 


576  P  L  I  N  Y's    EPISTLES. 

felute  in  the  eaufe  of  juftice ;  and  trying,  as  fiur  at  poAUe^ 
lo  dffcovfar  (he  iniquity,  he  infifted,  that  Afranius  Dxx^ 
vTSA  fliould  take  an  oath,  whereby  he  (hould  declare,  '^  That* 
*^  he  had  nven  his  opinion  witSiout  biafs,  or  favour,  and^  as^ 
*^  far  as  his  judgement  and  confcience  could  dired  biniy  to-i 
^  t^lly  in  regard  to  the  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  comoion* 
^*  wealth/*  This  propofai  alfo,  of  putting  Dbxte)^  to  his 
oath,  met  with  oppofition  ;  although  it  was  entirely  confift-« 
cnt  with  the  laws  then  in  force,  which  allowed  any  perfon^ 
who  was  4]ualified  to  vote,  to  demand  fuch  an  oadi,  and 
gave  him  a  power  to  compel  the  party  to  take  that  oath :  but 
when  once  the  bounds  of  integrity  are  removed,  moralitjr 
and  truth  are  no  longer  prevalent  ;  and  oaths  become  thie 
v§Xy  it  prater ea  nihil, 

NlORlKus  neitavit  lihsUum  difertum  it  gravtm^  &c.  The 
fidl  tanlh  and  extent  of  this  fentence  (eems  to  be,  that  Nx-» 
CRiKUfl  road  a  remonflrance,  written  with  great  learning 
and  fenpufheis,  which  contained  many  complaints  againft 
the  advocates  in  general ;  and  wherein  it  was  alledged,  that 
they  ibid  their  clients,  tsdking  money  from  each  party,  and 
betraving  both. 

The  finate,  upon  the  remonflrance  of  Nigrinus,  andi, 
periiaps,  -fybm  a  confcious  ihame  of  their  late  partiality  to 
rfoMiNATU^i  addrefTed  the  emperor,  that  he  wouM  be 
pieaied,  by  his  own  authority,  to  remedy  the  enormous  cor- 
ruptions^ and  many  other  pernicious  evils,  which  were  now 
predominant  among  the  tribe  of  Rmaofi  advocates. '  Subfe- 
quent  to  this  addrefs,  an  imperial  decree  was  inunediatdy 
iiTued,  to  prohibit  the  advocates  from  taking  any  fee,  or 
reward,  for  pleading.  This  decree  was  ratified  by  the  fenate, 
and  enrolled  amone  the  public  records  ;  and  was,  in  itielf, 
one  of  thembft  glorious  aiSs  in  Trajan's  reign. 

E  P  I  S^  T  L  E    XV. 
Pliny  /tf  Pqntius. 

I  Was  i:eured  to  Conmnfj  when  the  news  w^s  brought; 
me,  that  Cornutvs  1tB*T.ui.i,vs  ha4  acccptecj  tjkc 
care  of  t^  Mmilian  way.  It  is  inapoflihle  to  exprejfa 
tiie  joy^  wkh  which  I  am  affeded,  %Q^  upon  his  ac- 
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fSount  aftd  my  own.      Upon  his  account,   becaiite 
were  he^  ^  he  certainhr  is,  void  of  all  toibicion,  the 
honour,  a$  it  came  unloii^t  for,  muft  be  acceptably 
to  hiin :.  Ujpon  my.  own,  becaufe  my  particular  em-* 
pkyyment'tmift  be  nwre  agreeable  to  me,  after  having 
&en  on  office  of  the  fame  kind  be{ix>wed  upon  Cor- 
Ktrrus.'    The  elevataon  of  dignity  itfclf  is  not  more 
dcfirabfe,  than  the  equality,  upon  which  it  puts  us 
with  gpodtricn.    For  who  exceeds  Corntxtus  ?  Who 
is  more  upright  ?    Or,  wKo  lives  more  ftridHy  after 
.the  example  of  antiquity,  in  every  manner  worthy  of 
praife  ?  Repoft  has  not  informed  me  of  this  truth, 
although  he  enjoys,  as  he  deferves,  the  bed  of  cha- 
ffi6tos  5 1  lc!io#  it  front  long,  and  from  thorou^  eX" 
pcrience/    Ou'r  friendfhipfe,  and  aflfedtions,  have  hi^ 
diefto  bkfSfi' Ae  fame  towards  all  the  wdtthyperfons  of 
dther  fex,  which  our  age  has  produced.     This  agree- 
ment in  our  regard  for  others  has  united  us  in  the 
ftrifteft  athity.      Our  public  employments  were  an 
additional  link  to  the  chain  :  He  was  appointed,  as 
you  know,  in  compliance,  as  it  were,  with  my  wimes, 
not  only  my  collegue  in  the  commiffion  of  the  trea- 
fury,  but  alfo  in  the  confulfliip.    At  thofe  times  I  hsd 
a  deep  ihlight,  what,  and  how  great  a  man  ht  was, 
i  followed  him  as  my  dice^ix^r,   I  revered  him  as  my 
father  t  my  veneration  proceeded  not  fo  much  from 
his  age  as  from  the  integrity  of  his  life.    For  thefe 
feafbns,  as  I  congratulate  him,  I  muftlikewife  con- 
gratulate myfelf  5  and  not  more  upon  a  private,  than 
upon  a  public  account ;  f]ince  virtue  now  leads  men 
to  honours,  not  to  dangers,  as  heretofore. 

I  fhouid  extend  my  letter  to  too  great  a  length, 
if  I  was  to  indulge  my  joy.  Let  me  turn  to  thofe 
affairs,  in  which  your  meflenger  found  me  employed 
at  this  place.  I  was  with  my  wife's  grandfather, 
with  her  aunt,  and  with  ibme  nidnds,  miom  1  had 
long  wiihed  to  fee.  I  was  ricUng  round  my  eftate, 
ana  ^ving  audience  to  the  innumerable  complaints 
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of  my  tenants*  I  was  reading  very  curforily,  and 
againlb  my  ivill,  their  accounts,  (having  been  engag- 
ed in  papers  and  letters,  of  another  tort )  and,  as 
my  abience  was  limited,  I  was  bemnning  to  make 
preparations  for  my  journey  j  elpeciaJlywhch  I  heard, 
that  CoRNUTUs  had  an  employment,  I  was  then  put 
in  mind  of  my  own.  I  hope  you  will  quit  your  Cam-- 
pania  at  the  fame  time  ;  that,  upon  my  ^  return  to 
Romc^  our  converfation  may  not  receive  tht  loisy  even 
of  a  fingle  day.    Farewell.  - 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  intimacy  between  Pliny  and  PoNTiuiS,  to  whom 
this  letter  is  adcurefled,  appears  to  have  been  very  great.  Be-* 
fides  the  epiille,  which  has  given  rife  to  thele  obfcfvations^ 
there  are  two  others,  the  twenty  eighth  of  the  lixth  book^ 
and  the  fourth  of  the  feventh  book,  written  in  the  utmoft 
freedom  of  (riendihip  to  Pontius.  It  is  a  lofs  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  Pliny  has  not  given  fuch  particular  marks 
c»  bis  friends  and  correfpondents,  as  fhould  point  out  their 
perfpns  and  employments.  They  were  certainly  eminent 
}n  ftation^  abjlitles,  and  virtue.  Such  of  them,  as  are  known 
to  us,  appear  to  have  been  men  of  learning,  or  men  of 
bufinefs,  poets,  or  patriots,  hiftorians,  or  proconfuls  ;  and, 
were  we  acquainted  with  all  the  reft,  the  whole  group 
itaight  form  in  fome  meafure  the  court  of  Tr  a  i  an  j  an  aC- 
fembly,  I  imagine,  little  inferior  to  the  court  of  Aug  us-* 
Tus.  We  fcarce  meet  with  the  name  of  Pqntjvs,  except 
in  Tacitus  and  *  Suetojjius  \  who  tell  us,  that  in  the 
l^ft  year  of  Tjberius,  Cn.  Acerronius  and  p.  Pontius 
were  appointed  confuls. 

We  can  gather  no  other  particulars  of  Tertullus,  than 
what  are  given  to  us  by  Pliny  himfelf  *.  Trajan,  in  the 
firft  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  Pliny  PrttfeSf  of  the 
ireafury  ^Saturn.  Tertullus  was  a  joint  commift- 
fioner  with  him  in  that  ofiice.    In  the  third  year  pf  Tra- 

;  «  Vide  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  VI.  cap.  xtv. 
*  SuETON.  Tiberius  Nero  ;" cap. xxxili.  ■• 

«  PLiNV'fpeaksof  TERTuiLwin  his  panegyric,  "fe^l.  xc.  ai^ 
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JAN, .  on  the  calends  of  September,  Pliny  and  Cornutus 
TsRTULLUS  were  appointed  conful$  ;  but.  the  confuUhip 
was.of.fhort  duration.  They  were  fuccecded  in  that  dig- 
nity, on  the  qalends  of  the  following  November,  byJuLiuB 
FzKOiij  aod  AcuTius  Nerva.  In  the  fourth  year  of 
Trajan,  Pliny  took  a  journey  into  TSv/?^«y,  and,  in  the 
fame  year,  vifited  Comum.  During  his  retirement  at  that 
place,  it  Is  probable  he  received  the  welcome  news,  with 
which  he  begins  his  cpiftle,  Corneliu-m  Tertullum 
actipiffi  JEmilia  via  cur  am.  To  this  particular  period  we 
may  al/b  venture  to  affix  the  date  of  this  letter.  ■< 

The  v/i?  Mrhilia  was  one  of  the  moft  famous  roads  ii| 
Italy ;  it  led  from  Rimini  to  Aquileia,  It  was  made  at  the 
expence,  and  by  the  care  of  the  conful  Paulus  ^milius^ 
whofe  life  is  written  by  Plutarch.  The  Sempronii, 
theMARCELLi,  the  Fulvii,  the  ^Emilii  **,  not  to  men- 
tion more,  were  the  moft  illuftrious  families  mRome. 

The  office  of  fupervifmg  the  high- ways  was  originally  in- 
ftituted  by  Augustus,  who,  according  to  Suetonius  % 
invented  new  employments,  that  a  great  number  of  per-; 
Ions  might  partake  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  common- 
wealth. The  employment  itfelf  was  extremely  honourable, 
and  always  given  to  men  of  the  higheft  diftinftion,  as  may 
be  feen  by  the  infcriptive  ftones  dedicated  to  the  viarum  cu-- 
ratorfSy  who  were  alfo  called  viocuri.  The  care  taken  bjr 
the  Remans^  in  forming  and  preferving  their  public  roads, 
cannot  be  too  much  applauded,  or  too  exaSly  imitated* 
They  were,  in  this  inftance,  as  in  many  others,  the  wiie^ 
and  moft  laborious  peoplp  in.^p  world* 

'  Vide  Juvenal.  Sat,  8. 

*  Quoque  plur$;s  partem  adminiftrandx  reip.  caperent,  nova  ofr 
ficia  exeogitavit,  curam  operum  publicorum,  viarum^  (ffc.  Suit. 
Aug.  cap.  xxxvii. 

EPISTLE    XVI. 
Pliny  /^  Mar  cell  in  us* 

I  Write  this  to  you  under  the  greateft  oppreffion  of 
grief.  The  youngeft  daughter  of  our  friend  Fxw- 
BANus  is  deadi    1  have- never  fcea  a  more  lovely,  or 
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a  more  chearful  young  woman.  She  not  oviyd^ 
ferved  a  longer  Ufe,  but  fcarce  ought  to  have  been 
iubjeft  to  mortality.  She  had  not  compleatly  reached 
iier  fourteenth  year  •,  yet  fhe  poflfeflcd  the  prudence 
of  age,  and  the  gravity  of  the  matron ;  with  it  die 
gentlenefs  of  the  child,  and  the  ba(hfblne{s  of  the 
Virgin.  How  have  I  feen  her  clinging  round  her  Ci- 
ther's neck !  How  modefUy,  and  how  lovingly  has 
Ihe  embraced  us,  as  her  father's  friends !  How 
her  nurfes,  tutors,  and  preceptors  each,  accoi 
to  their  feveral  employments,  refoefted  by  her !  How 
ftudioufly,  and  with  what  a  quicknefs  of;  underftandi- 
ing  did  flie  read !  How  fparingly,  and  how  cauti- 
oufly  did  fhe  enter  into  diverfions !  how  fftsit  was  her 
temperance;  how  great  her  patience  5  and  with  how 
much  fortitude  did  fhe  bear  her  lafl  iUne& !  She 
obeyed  her  phyfician  ;  fhe  encouraged  her  father, 
and  her  fifler  ;  and  when  the  ftrength  of  her  body 
failed,  the  vigour  of  her  mind  fuflained  her.  This 
firmnefs  remained  to  the  lafl  moment;  nor  was  it 
interrupted  by  the  continuance  of  her  illnefs,  or  the 
apprehenfions  of  her  difTolution.  All,  fo  many 
more,  and  ^fo  many  heavier  aggravations  of  our 
agony,  and  affli<9don.  O  melancholy,  O  bitter  ob- 
fequics  !  O  unhappy  inflant  of  death,  more  un- 
happy than  death  itfelf !  She  was,  jufl  now,  contraft- 
ed  to  an  accomplifhed  young  man  :  the  nuptial  day 
was  fixed,  and  we,  her  friends,  were  fummoned. 
What  a  fcene  of  joy  !  into  how  great  affliction  is  that 
joy  changed  ! 

I  cannot  exprefs,  in  words,  the  wound  which  I 
felt  in  the  recefs  of  my  mind,  when  I  heard  Fun« 
DANus  himfelf  giving  orders,  (as  grief  is  ever  inven- 
tive of  farther  mifery^  that  the  money  he  ha4  deflined 
to  lay  out  in  the  wedding-clothes,  pearls  and  jew- 
els, .fhould  now  be  applied  to  buy  oik,  perfji^ies,, 
and  inoeijfe  few  the  funeral.  He  is,  indeed,  a  learn- 
ed>  a^d  ^  wif^  91^  who,  from  his  e^lief^  time  of 
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life^  ban  afipiied  himfelf  to  tbe  deeper  ftudies,  and 
more  refined  fdences.  But,  at  pt^fent,  aU  that  he 
has  e?«r  fcoiati,  bU  that  4ie-h^  often  (kid,  all  other 
virtjics,ibQt  paternal  love;  afc  totally  expelled  fhwi 
his  heart.  You  ^H  pardon,  you  will  even  praife 
him,  Yflaexk  you  refleft  upon  his  lofi.  Foir  te  has 
loft  a  daagfater,  who  did  not  lefs  refemble  him  in 
his  manners)  than  in  his  looks  and  countenance ;  and 
whos  with  an  amazing  likeneiS)  had  copied  her  whole 
father*^  ■ 

If -y 6a  Write  to  him,  therefore,  lipon  this  juft 
occafion  of  forrow,  let  yout*  confoktion  be  applied 
g^dy,  and  Gompa0ionately  *,  not  in  a  manner  too 
rov^gh,  or  too  ftrpng.  Your  advice  will  ittore  eaffly 
make  its  way,  by  the  intermediate  fpace  of  time^ 
that  muft  occur:  for  as  a  frefh  wound,  at  firft, 
dreads  the  hand  of  the  artift,  which  it  afterwards 
endures ;  fo  recent  grief,  at  firft,  rejeds,  and  flies  from 
ajl  comfort,  but  afterwards  demands,  and  fubmits 
to,  impreflions  exhibited  with  mildneis.     Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Nature  is  rerulfed,  when  a  child  is  buried  by  a  parent. 
The  charaftcr  of  F^undanus  himfelf  is  highly  finifhed  by 
the  pencil  of  friendfhip,  and  of  (kill.  But  the  portrait  of 
his  daughter  is  in  more  captivating  colours.  Her  fex,  her 
age,  and  her  virtues,  are  all  fo  many  incitements  to  our  for- 
row ;  or,  in  the  words  of  Pliny,  plures  graviorefque  canfit 
it  defiderii  et  ddoris.  There  is  fcarce  any  wor^  in  our 
language,  that  /ully  anf9(^ers  the  idea  conveyed  to  us  hf 
4ifidirium^  when  ufed  in  this  particular  fimfe.  It  fienifies 
the  impatient  longing  after  an  obJ€<£l,  that  can  never  oe  re-* 
c^Ued  r  Anobje^, 

,    Far  kvUms  ventisy  valucriqui  JimUima  fimno  '. 

'*  Like  the  light  winds,  wbofe  flight  no  pra3r'r5  can  ftay, 
^^  Or  Aadowy  forms^  that  fleet  ia  dreamt  away." 

*  ■       •  •  *  • 

?  ViRcii..  ^ncid.  VI.  f.  705.  . 

Every 
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Every  language  may  be  faid  to  monopolize  (bme  certain 
'words,  which  cannot  be  fully  exprefied  in  any  other  tongue. 
Thus,  good-nature  is  fo  peculiarly  Englijh^  that  it  cannot  be 
equalled  by  the  diale£l  in  any  other  nation.  But  indeed, 
this  whole  epiflle  has  inexpreffible  beauties.  The  flyle^ 
though  raifed  to  a  very  high  degree,  is  not  exalted  beyond 
the  fuSlimity  of  the  fubjeS,  and  the  concluflon  is  moft  deli- 
cate and  ane£ling. 

The  epiftle  is  addrefled  to  Marcellinus,  whom  I  ima* 
gine  to  b^  the  fame  perfon,  fpoken  of  by  Pliny  in  the 
twelfth  epiftle  of  the  fourth  book.  He  is  called  EoKA- 
Tius  Marcellinus;  Amas  Egnatium  Marcelli- 
NUM,  fays  Pliny,  in  the  beginning  of  that  letter.  In  the 
eighth  book  we  fhall  find  an  epiftle  to  Marcellinus  upon 
the  death  of  Junius  Avitus  :  fo  that  the  only  letters  extant, 
from  Pliny  to  him,  are  upon  the  moft  forrowful  topics, 
and  written  in  fo  pathetical  a  manner,  as  to  diftinguiih 
them  among  the  choiceft  compofitions  of  that  kind. 

EPISTLE    XVII. 
Pliny  to  Spurinna. 

I  Know  how  much  you  honour  the  liberal  arts  \ 
what  joy  you  take,  when  the  adions  of  young 
noblemen  are  worthy  of  their  anceftors  :  let  me  there- 
fore haften  to  tell  you,  that  yefterday  I  was  one  of 
the  audience  of  Calpurnius  Pi$o.  He  repeated  a 
poem  called  the  flay  of  love  \  a  polite,  and  indeed  a 
beautiful  performance.  It  was  written  in  floi^dng  ele- 
giac verfe  ;  and,  as  the  fubjeft  required,  was  tender, 
fmooth,  and  yet  fublime.  For,  with  a  proper  diver- 
fity  of  ftyle,  he  mixed  the  noble  with  the  fimple, 
the  familiar  with  the  lofty,  and  the  gay  with  the  fe- 
rious ;  ^1  with  an  equal  ftrength  or  genius.  He 
recommended  the  whole  by  the  exceffive  fweetnefs  of 
bis  voice,  and  his  voice  by  his  mqdcfty.  The  bluflies, 
and  the  ftnxiftty  of .  his  .countei^ftr^cej  were  an  orna- 
ment to  his.  rehearfal.  For  I  know  not  by  what 
nieans,  yet  certainly  diffidtingf  becomes  men  of  learn- 

ing. 
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ing,  better  than  TufRciency.  Biit  enwgh  of  this,  al- 
though I  might  pifecc'ed' much  fkithef ;  becaufe  fuch 
performances  are  the  more  commendable  in  a 
young  man,  and  ftill  niore  extraordinary  in  a  noble-* 
jnan.  .  When  the  rcho^rJal  was  finifhed,  after  having 
very  heartily  embraced  the  young  man,  and  .encou- 
raging him  by  the  praifes  I  bcftowed  on  him,  which 
are  always  the  bfeft  arguments,  I  advifed  him  to  g& 
en  J  as  he  bad  begun  %  and  he  would  bimfelf  hold  out  t& 
his  pojierity  that  lights  which  bad  been  held  out  to 
bim  by^  his  anceftors. 

I  made  my  compliments  to  his  excellent  mother 
on  this  occauon,  and  I  congratulated  his  brother, 
who,  by  being  one  of  his  audience,  gained  no  le& 
glory  by  the  affeftion  he  exprefled,  than  Calpurnius 
did  by  his  eloquence;  fo  evidently  did  his  firft  fears, 
for  his  brother's  rehearfal,  change  into  joy. 

May  the  Gods  grant  that  I  often  tell  you  fuch 
pieces  of  new5  ;  for  this  age  has  my  earneft  wiQies, 
that  it  may  not  be  barren,  and  unproduftive ;  and  I 
fincerely  defire,  that  our  nobility  fhould  have  fome 
other  beautiful  ornaments  in  their  houfes,  befides 
mere  ftatues.  Thofe,  which  are  in  the  houfes  of  thefe 
young  men,  to  me  feem  tacitly  to  praife,  exhort,  and, 
what  is  a  great  glory  to  the  two  brothers,  to  acknow- 
ledge them.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  are  only  two  epiiUes  from  Pliny  to  Spurinna  ; 
the  firft  is,  the  tenth  epiftle  of  the  third  book  j  to  which,  if 
order  had  been  confulted,  this  epiftle  ftiould  immediately 
have  fucceeded :  for,  although  there  probably  might  have 
been  a  great  dlftance  of  time  between  the  firft  and  the  laft  j 
yet  letters  to  the  fame  perfon  ought  not  to  be  feparated» 
without  fome  manifeft  reafon  to  the  contrary^ 

Nuncio  tibiy  J^j/ft  nie  hodie  in  auditorio  CalpuRNII  Pi- 
soNis:  **  I  muft  inform  you,  that  I  was  prefent  to  dsly, 
*'  when  Calpurnius  Piso  rehearfed^"  No  name,  among 
thf^  Romans,  is  greater,  or  more  diftinguiihcd,  and  (carce 
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ahy  (b  numei'ous^  as  that  of  PiaO'.    The  'tw»  lir(>tber4 
saentioned  in  this  qpiftle,  I  ioiagine,  were  grandfons  of  L» 
Calpurnius  PisOy  who  was  confid  in  the  fourteenth  year 
of  Tiberius  ^s   a  year,  which  became  remarkable  by  si 
jAoft  htdl  accident  at  Fiden^j  where,  in  the  fudden  fau  tit 
an  ampitheatre  newly  built,  fifteen  thoufand  peribns  wot 
maimed,  or  killed.    jL  Calfornzus  Piso  was  again  con* 
ful  in  the  fourtli  year  of  Nero  ',  and  coUegue  to  the  ttfi^ 
peror  himfelf.    But  the  outrages  of  Nrro  growii^  intoI&4 
sable,  Piso  unhappily  entered  into  a  conipiracy  agamft  hioH 
of  which  TACif  us  ^  gives  us  a  full  account :  part  p^.  it  ^ 
well  worth  remembrlne  in  the  words  of  that  hifiori^  j» 
we  there  fee  the  chara3:er  of  Piso.  himfelf.    Ineunt  dniiie 
eonfulatum  SiLius  Nerva,  ft  AttiCus  Vbstinus  \  cor- 
ftn  fimul  et  auHa  c9njuruti9Hii  in  quam  certatm  ttttnina  deif 
Tovt  finataris^  ^l^h  ^ilesy  fctmnm  ttiimij  cum  odio  Kbaq* 
|f  18,  turn  favoTi  in  C  Pisonem.    Is  Calpurnxo  gtn&t 
crtus^  a^  multai  infifnefque  famlias  piaemi  mbHitrnti  €9n^k^ 
xusj  clar§  atud  vulgum  rttmsrg  erat^  pir  virtuUm  out  fpuiis 
virtutibus  JtmiUs,  Namque  facumUam  tuenJfis  civibus  aartdutt^ 
iargitiomm  aiherfus  amicos^  it  igmtis  quoqui  comi  femume  4f 
eongreffu.     Aderant  etiam  firtuita^  corpus  trocerufn^  dt€ora 
faciis,     Sed  proeul  gravitas  mommy  out  voMtatum  parjhm* 
ma :  //nitatiy  ac  magnifiantia^  et  dUqu^mdo  iuxui  inOklpiat : 
^  At  the  fame  time  that  SiLius  Nerva  and  Atticus 
<<  Vestinus  began  their  confuUhip,  a  confpiracy  was  com* 
*'  menced  and  carried  on,  which  had  been  entered  into 
^  with  eagernefs,  not  only  by  fenators,  knights,  and  fol- 
^*  diers,  but  even  by  women  3  ail  of  them  entertaining  no 
**  Ids  hatred  to  Nero,  than  aiFedion  to  Calp.  Piso,  who 
*<  was  of  the  Calpurnian  family,  and  who,  bv  his  father's 
^^  fide,  was  allied  to  many  of  the  moft  illuftrious  houifes 
<*  among  the  nobility.     He  had  rendered  himfelf  extremd? 
*•  popular,  either  by  virtue,  or  by  the  appearance  of  it.    Ift 
<*  eloquence  had  always  been  employ^  in.  defence  of  the 
^  people :  He  was  liberal  to  his  friends ;  and  to  ftrangeni 
^  perfedly  cqmplaifant,  and  refpeftful.   He  had  fome  tucky 
^  advantages  in  his  favour :   he  was  tall,  and  handsome. 
^  Btit  his  morals  were  fer  from  being  of  the  graveft  kind  ^ 

•  *  Siec  Tacitus,  who  mentions  many  of  ^  name. 

*  YtKf  of  -Rme  775.     ^  *•  Of  Rme  ^09. 
^  Tacit.  Annal.  hb.  xr.  cap  xlvui. 

♦  ^J.  C.  817,  Npaoi^ 

^  nor 


B  O  OK    V.  38^ 

'^  nor  was  he  in  the  leaft  parfimonious  of  his  pleafiires.  He 
^<a]lowdi  himfelf  pfsnt  indulgonce  in  eafe  and  oftentation,. 
*^  and  fometimes  in  luxury.  When  the  confpiracy  was 
difcovcrpdy  all  the  chief  confpirators  were  put  to  death.: 
Ampng  whom  were,  Plautius  LatbRAnus  confulekift  ; 
LucAtsr  the  poet ;  W  his  unde  SsKfiCA  ;  who  had,  fince 
the  death  ot  Burrhus  \  looked  upon  himfelf  to  be  in 
the utmdft  danger.  LucAN  is  fsud  to  hare  a£bed  a  very 
mean  part  upon  this  oocafion ;,  and  his  flatteries  to  the  youne- 
emperor,  even  fuppoling  them  written  in  the  five  firfl:  and 
beft  years  of  NsRo'e  rciga,  are  fufficiently  grols,  tofufpeft 
in  him  an  intolerable  bafenefs,  that  never  can  be  juftined. 
When  this  intended  attempt  for  liber^  was  firftdiiconoerted,, 
Piso  was  advifed-,  hy  his  friends,  to  retire  to  the  camp, 
and  to  rely  upon  the  ai^ions  <^  the  army,  and  of  the  peo- 
I^e :  but  ne  raihly  rqeded  the  advice,  and,  in  a  kind  of 
ungovernable  defpair,  retired  to  his  own  houfe.  A  band  of 
foldiers  were  immediately  fent  to  feize  him.  Before  their 
arrival,  hc  had  ordered  the  veins  of  both  his  arms  to  be 
opened,  and  foon  afterwards  he  expired.  When  Piso  died 
F^iKY  was  only  four  yean  old,  which,  in  (Joint  of  time, 
makes  the  prefumption  ftrong,  that  Calp.  Piso,  the  fiAjeft 
of  this  epiftle,  was  grandfon  to  the  conful. 

'  Burrhus  had  ioftrud^ed  Nero  in  tke  ^liUtary  (cknc^s,  as 
Seneca  had  in  thofe  of  poetry  and  eloquence.  Burrhus  di^  in 
tile  814th  year  ol*  Rom^,  in  the  ninth  of  Nsro^s  reig;n,  who  was 
(UfpeAed  to  have  poifoned  him. 
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EPISTLE    XVIII. 
Pjuinv    fo   Macer*  . 

ealth  and  happinelHi 


iition  is  ccrt?unly  the  %ne. 

your  wife ;  ygu  have  wkh  you  your  fon^  Yon  Kavc 
the  advant^  of  a  fea  pro;^ped,  you  cnjov  yourfbun*^ 
ticins,  your  vinfeyards  »,  your  fifilds«  ana  voup  moft 


»  f^tihus  feems  a  better  reading  than  ifiridihs.    Thflce  arc  var> 
rious  readings  on  this  ihort  unimportant  epiftle,  which,  in  itfelf, 
is  too  defedive  of  the  eafy  manner,  or.  flowing  ftyle,  that  is  looked 
upon  a»  neceiiary  to  conftitute  the  elegance  and  oeaaty  of  familiar 

l^lCTJ. 

dc- 
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delightful  villa.  For  how  can  I  doubt  .the  delightful-' 
oefs  of  your  villa,  when  the  fame\perfon,  b^>rche 
came  to  be  the  happieft  man  in  the  empire,  wai  ftill 
happier  in  that  place  ?  I  hunt  and'  ftudy  in  ^ufcany  \ 
fometimes  alternately,  fometimies  I  take  both.divcr- 
I;ons  together.  Nor  can.  I  yiet  determine,  vjbethiQr 
fuccefs  in  {porting,  or  in  wfitiiigi  b|B  moit  difficu^ 
Adieu. 


1  > ' 
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,  The  fcholiafts  tell  us,  that,  in  an  antieht  manufcript,  this 
letter  is  addrefled  to  Spurinna  ;  whofe  wife.  Cocci  a,  b 
mentioned  by  Pliny,  in  the  firft  epiftle  of  the  third  boolE^, 
as  a  womzxifingularis  eximpliy  and  whofe  fon..Co^rT];:Us*te 
charaderifed  in  thefeventh  epiftle  of  the  fe(;9nd;bc»Qk.  But 
of  Macer,  and  his  faniily»  we  can  Jearn-  no  particularly 
although  there  are  three  epiftles  addrefled  to  him,  the  fifth  oC 
the  third  book,  the  qpiftle  now  before  us,  aiid  the  twenty 
fourth  epiftle  of  the  ilxth  book,  in  which  laft  we  fhall  find  $L 
very  remarkable  ftory. 

In  qudfe  compofuerat  homo  fdiciir^  antequam  fiUciJJimus  fie^: 
Tit.  I  am  ever  forry  to  find  an  affefted  turn  of  writing  in 
any  of  Pliny's  works.  This  particular  fentence,  i^ich 
relates  to  Nerva,  is  an  example  of  the  ftrongeft  aftedtatiorH 
The  meaning  of  it  is,  that  Nerva  had  enjoyed  greater  hap- 
pinefs  in  a  private  ftation,  at  this  particular  place,  than  he 
afterwards  enjoyed,  when  he  became  emperor,  and  might 
be  fuppofed  then  to  be  the  happieft,  becaufe  the  greateft,  man 
in  the  kingdom. 

Nerva,  who  was  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye  by 
DoMiTiAN,  is  faid  to  have  lived  in  great  privacy*  and  witK 
the  utmoft  caution,  at  or  near  Tarentumj  a  noWe  and  aa- 
ticnt  dty  of  Calabria  j  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Naples^  lying  between  the  Sicilian  and  Ionian  fea. 
In  thofe  territories  therefore  we  muft  fix  the  feat  of  Macer, 
who  probably  loved  his  tafe, .  Tarent&m  itfelf  berng  mentioned, 
by  Horace  with  the  epithets  w^//#  ^  imbelle^  ^Muxurious 
*•'  and  eStminate^** 


EPISTLE 


B  O  O  K    V.  387 

EPISTLE    XIX. 

r 

Puny  to  Va leriusPaulinus. 

I  Perceive  how  humanely  you  ufc  your  fervants^ 
which  makes  me  more  candidly  confefs  to  you; 
with  what  indulgence  I  treat  mine.    The  verfe- in 

Homer  is  always  in  my  mind, 

I  ■ 

Ever  like  a  father  mild  "*  j 


and  that  cxpreffion  of  our  own,  the  father  of  ins  f^ 
mify.  But  although  I  were  of  a  more  ru^^  and  a 
harder  diipolition,  the  illncfs  of  my  frecd-man  Zc- 
siMus  muft  melt  me.  And  the  more  he  wants  a6fci 
of  tendetnefs  at  this  time,  the  more '  I  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  Ihew  them  to  him.  He  is  a  man  of  pro- 
bity, of  diligence,  and  of  literature.  But,  incfeed, 
his  chief  art,  and,  as  it  were,  his  particular  recom- 
mendation, is  his  excellence  in  comedy,  in  which  he 
performs  wonders.  For  his  pronunciation  is  clear, 
juft,  well  adapted,  and  graceml  ^  and  he  plays  upon 
the  harp  better,  than  is  expefted  from  a  comedian. 
He  reads  orations,  hiftory,  and  poetry  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  makes  them  appear  to  have  been  his  only 
ftudy. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account, 
that  you  might  the  better  know  how  many  excellen- 
cies, and  what  agreeable  qualifications  centered  in 
this  one  fervant.  The  man  has  been  long  dear  to  me, 
and  my  tendernefs  of  him  has  been  cncreafed  by  his 
prefent  ill  ftate  of  health.  For  nature  has  fo  foraied 
us,  that  nbdiing  excites  and  quickens  our  affeftion  fo 
much,  as  the  fear  of  lofing  the  objeft ;  a  fear  which* 
I  have  fufFered  oftner  than  once  on  his  account.    It 

*»  Iliad,  Book  zj^.  3^-  770. 
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is  now  fome  years  fince  he  was  pronouncing  a  ipeeck 
with  great  vehemence  and  earneftnefe,  when  he  Ipit 
blood,  and,  upon  that  account,  being  fent  by^mc 
int6  Mgypt^  after  a  long  ftay  in  that  country,  he' re- 
turned lately  in  a  confirmed  ftate  of  health:  fince 
which,  as  he  has  excrcifed  hb  Toice  fbr  iriaojr  days 
together,  he  was  threatened  with  bis  old  infinnity  % 
a  nttle  cough,  and  afterwards  again  fpit  blood*  For 
which  reafon  I  am  detennined  to  fend  hitn  to  your 
cilate  in  ForojuUum^  having  often  heard  you  fay,  that 
the  air  there  was  healthy,  and  the  milk  particularly 
prevalent  in  curing  diforders  of  this  kind.  I  entreat 
you  therefore  to  write  to  your  pec^le,  to  fiirnifh  hifli 
with  a  lod^i^,  and  accommodate  him  with  what* 
ever  elfe  he  fhall  want.  He  will  want  but  Kttle  \  foff 
he  IS  fo  i^aring  and  abftemious,  that  he  not  only  re* 
ftains  from  niceties,  but  even  from  things  necefiaty 
fbr  his  heaitii.  I  fhall  take  care  to  provide  him  widb 
0x>xiey,  fufficient  for  a  man  of  his  temperance,  and 
who  is  g^»ng  to  your  houfe.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  quotation  from  Homer  in  diis  epiftle,  WIvy  X  %H 
%rie$  ?€y>  is  part  of  Helen's  fpeech,  upon  the  fight  of 
Hector's  body,  brought  back  by  Priam  from  the  teat  of 
Achilles.  The  whole  fpeech  is  one  of  the  moft  mafterly 
ftrokes  of  Homer's  pen.  It  is  the  condufion  of  bis  poem^ 
and  leaves  us  with  die  higheft  impreffions  of  Hector's 
humanity,  and  the  tendereft  compaffion  for  Helbh*s  in-* 
finnities,  that  can  poi&bly  be  felt.  Pliny,  in  many  of  hu 
letters,  ieems  remarkably  fond  of  quoting  Home-r,  and  the 
antient  writers.  If,  in  his  time,  the  works  of  antiquity 
were  fo  valuable,  and  fo  very  agreeable  to  men  of  genius^ 
wnd  refined  literature ;  the  later  ages  have  the  additional  ad- 
vantage of  numerous  authors,  who  were  contemporaries,  and 
lucceSors  to  Pliny,  and  who  are  become  anticnts  ttj  as.  In 
familiar  letters,  claiScal  quotations,  properly  introduced,  are 
ornaments  that  add  elegance  and  vivacity  to  the  ftyle,  and 

oftea 
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nAen  convey  ideas,  which  coul4  not  be  fo  fully  exprefled  in 
any  other  manner. 

Search  the  great  antients,  and  you'll  wifely  find, 
.    ..  Thqie arp  the trueft  JBitrrorB  of  the  mind: 
hi  them  ap^pears  unfullied  nature's  face, 
:  Atld  conimon  (enfe,  with  more  than  comnnon  gracc« 

The  charader  of  Zo^iMys  in  this  epiftle,  and  the  man- 
ner of  introducing-  it,  fliew  the  excellence  of  the  fer- 
yant,  and  the  benevolence  of  the  maftcr.  One  of  the  com- 
mentators tells  U9,  the  name  of  Zosimus  is  ftill  extant  at 
.Comum^  His  words  are,  ejus  memorta  adhuc  Com!  extat  in 
ii99^hdivi  ^vp^EX  frf bus  verbis  nfftata  I  ZoslMUS  COKJIT- 
01  IRCOMPAR^B^LI :  *.f  There  is  extant  in  the  temple  of 
^*  St.  ANpRBW  fX  Qpmum  an  infcription  to  perpetuate  her 
*^*  memqiy,  in  three  words  only  3  Zosimus  to  his  in- 
^*  COMPARABLE  wifE.",  Tnis  is  the  epitaph,  which  Zo- 
if'Mtrs  cpnipofea  in  hohojir  of  his  wife  And  although  it 
whteinaforily'thi^js  words^  twoof  which  have  no  relation 
%p  l^ef  charader,  yet  the  third  carries  in  it  fo  extenfive  a 
meaning,  and  leaves  luf  to  conclude  fo  many  excellencies, 
%liat  ZosiMUs  himfelf  muft  have  found  It  impoffible  to 
liave*'  made  the  leaft  ad^tion  in  her  praife.  The  antients 
«re  -peculiarly  happy  in  their  mottos,  thdr  epitaphs,  and 
their  infcriptions.  The  moderns  (eem  to  think,  that  the 
whole  art,  and  beauty,  of  thofe  kind  of  writings,  confift 
•^Itiitirely  In  their  length.  But  the  preference  may  at  once 
ht  decided,  when  three  words  can  contain  a  finer  panegyriq^  . 
iftan  the  longeft  epitaph  in  Wejiminjler  abby. 

Et  quafi  infcnptioj  comceaus.  By  the  word  infcrlptia^ 
Pliny  alludes  to  the  cuftom  of  expoiing  flayes  to  fale,  with 
wxjtings  in  their  hands,  enumerating  the  feveral  perform* 
aiu^eis  and  accomplifhments  in  which  tney  ex)celled.  And  the 
4Qu6pn  is  the  mpre  proper  towards  Zosimus,  as  he  was 
Pliny*s  freed-man.  But  although  Zosimus  is  particularly 
diflihguiflied  as  conwedusj  he  miA  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
pobiic,  and  profeffed  comedian.  The  Romans  entertained 
themfelves  in  the  evening  by  feeing  plays  aded,  during  the 
time  they  were  at  fupper.  Thus  Pliny,  in  the  fifteendi 
epiftle  of  the  firft  book,  fap  to  Septicius  Clarus,  who 
had  promifed  to  fup  with  him,  **  You  would  have  heard  a 
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•*  comedjr  •.  But  dicrc  was  a  fpecies  of  comedy  often 
aded  at  die  feve^l  houfes  of  men  of  rank,  and  figure,  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  reprefentations,  which  went  under  the  ge- 
neral denomination  of  Cwiutdia.  It  was  a  kind  of  &rce» 
and  was  called  AteUana  ^,  from  AuUa^  a  town  of  Campania^ 
where  it  was  firft  invented  :  die  chief  defign  of  it  was  mirdi 
and  ridicule,  not  unmixed  with  fatir,  upon  particular  per- 
fons;  and  fometimes  an  introdu£tion  of  great  wantonnds 
;md  debauchery.  In  thefe  diverfions  the  fervants,  fiich  of 
them  as  had  capacity  fufficient  for  the  occafioo,  were  joined 
with  the  other  a£lors,  and  had  their  particular  parts  affigoed 
to  them.  ZosiMUS^  according  to  Pliny,  excelled  in  this 
comic  mimicry;  a  talent,  which  is  often  born  with  a  nuiOy 
and,  where  it  is  not,  can  fddom  be  afTumed  with  fuccels* 

In  pradia  tua^  put  F^ro-julii  poffidis.  The  Fmrum-julium 
•here  mentioned,  is  at  prefent  the  ptOria  di  Friuli^  which  fur- 
rendered  to  Albinus,  Kine  of  Lm^arif^  in  the  year  of 
the  Chriftian  acra,  five  hunobred  and  fixly  ei^.  He  ereded 
the  territory  into  axlukedom,  and  beftowed  it  upon  bis  ner 
j;>hew  GisuLPHUS^  The  moft  part  of  it  now  bekmgs  tip 
^e  Venetians^  the  reft  to  the  emperor*  Although  this  is  the 
moft  northern  part  oi  Itafy^  it  is  particularly  remarkable  ^mt 
vines  and  delicate  fruits;  which  fhew  the  climate  to  be 
mild  and  falutary;  otherwife,  it  muft  hme  been  an  im- 
proper refidence  for  Zosimus,  whofe  complaiiits  lean  tp 
thr^ten  an  inunedi^te  decay. 

«  The  expreflion  is  awtif^  conunios^  which  lendered  Uterally, 
is»  ^*  You  mieht  have  heard  the  flayers, ^^  I  imagine  the  cmmS 
here  mentioned,  were  the  AteUanieu  if  we  may  fo  call  them»  wbp 
ciiffered  from  the  Hiftrionfs^  or  common  players ;  they  might  en- 
lift  themfelves  into  the  army,  a  privilege,  which  was  not  allowed 
to  the  Hijiriones ;  and  was  granted  only  to  freemen  of  Rome, 

^  Monfieuf  Dacijer's  note,  upon  the  22cth  verfe  of  Horace's 
art  of  poetry,  is  a  very  full  explanation  of  the  AteUama, 
Vide  SuETON.  Tibbrii,  cap.  XLV.  and  Juvenal,   Sat.  VI. 

^  Tacitus  fpeaks  of  Friuli,  as  a  very  ancient  and  illaftrioas 
icolony.  He  fays  it  was  the  country,  in  which  his  father-in-law 
AcRicoLA  was  born.  Cnaus  Julius  AcRicoLiS  'veteH  et  il- 
l^rt  Foro-julienfium  colma  ortus. 

Life  of  Agricola  by  Tacitv^. 
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I 

TH  E  Bitbynians^  in  a  fhort  time  after  their  ac- 
culation  of  Julius  Bassus,  began  another  pro- 
fecution  againft  Rufus  Varenus,  their  proconful ; 
the  fame  Varenus,  whom  they  had  lately  dcfired, 
and  retained,  as  their  advocate  againft  B  a  s  s  u  s. 
When  they  were  introduced  into  the  fenatc,  they  re* 
quired 'leave  to  prove  their  charge ;  and  then  Vare- 
Nus  requefted,  that  he  might  have  liberty  to  fum- 
mon  witnefles  in  defence  of  his  caufe.  This  was  op- 
pofed  by  the  Bithynians^  and  the  matter  came  to  a 
debate.  I  pleaded  for  Varenus,  not  without  fuc- 
cefs ;  but  whether  well,  or  iU,  the  book,  whichxon*  - 
tains  my  pleadings,  will  ftiew.  For,  in  pleadings, 
chancQ  has  a  great  fway  over  each  party  :  memory, 
voice,  gefture,  time  itfelf,  in  a  word^  cither  ihc  love, 
or  hatred,  of  the  accufed,  all  contribute  both  to  de- 
ijMreciatc,  arid  recommend,  the  rcfpciStive  pleadings..: 
but,  when  thofe  pleadings  appear. in  a  book,  they 
then  fflve  no  offence,  they  gain  no  partiality,  nor  arc 
fubjea.  to  other  mcidents,  be  thofe  incidents  prolpe*- 
rous,  or  not.  Fonteius  Maoius,  one  of  the  Bi- 
tbyniansj  anfwered  me,  with  .many  words,  and  little 
matter.  It  is  a  received  cuftom  among  moft  of  the 
Greeksy  that  volubility  of  Ipccch  fupplies  the  want  of 
Tubftance  -,  fo  tedious,  and  fuch  infipid  fentences  do 
they  amafs  together  in  one  breath,  as  it  were  in  a  tor^ 
rent.  And  therefore  Julius  Canpipus  ufed  to  fay, 
in  his  polite  manner,  eloquence  was  one  things  and  lo-  ^ 
quacity  another.  For  eloquence  has  fcarce  ever  fallen 
to  the  fhare  of  above  one,  or  two  men  -,  nay,  if  you 
will  believe  Marcus  Antonius,  it  never  was  at- 
tained by  any  man  :  but  what  Candidus  calls  loqua- 
city, has  been  the  peculiar  gift  of  m^y,  and  efpe- 

G  g  2        *  cially 


39?  PLINY'S    EPISTLES. 

cially  of  thofe,  who  had  moft  impudence.  The  next 
day  HoMULus  pleaded  for  Varenus  with  great  ad- 
drefs,  force,  and  elegance  ;  to  whom  Nigrinus  re- 
plied in  a  concife  manner^  but  with  weight  and  dig-- 
nity.  Acinus  Rufus,  conful  eleft,  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  Bithynians  ftiould  have  liberty  ro  prove  their 
charge :  he  paffed  by  the  rcqueft  of  Varenus  in  fi- 
lence.  This  was  a  more  polite  manner  of  giving  his 
negative  to  it.  Cornelius  Priscus,  who  had  been 
conful,  was  for  granting  the  rajuefts  both  of  the 
ftccufers,  and  the  accufed ;  and  the  majority  of  the 
fenate  were  with  him. 

We  have  obtained  our  point,  though  not  autho* 
rifed  by  any  law  or  cuftom ;  yet  juft  in  itfelf  Why 
it  is  juft,  I  fhall  not  explain  in  a  letter,  in  order  to 
your  defiring  the  whole  pleading.  For,  if  the  fiy<* 
ing  of  Homer  be  true, 

• 

That  novel  lays  attraft  our  ravifh'd  care  j 
'  But  old  the  mind  with  inattention  hears  ^ : 

then  muft  I  take  particular  care,  in  this  addreis  tb 
you,  that  jny  fpeedi  does  not  lofe  the  grace  of  no*- 
velty,  (in  which  its  chief  merit  will  confift)  hf  die 
impejtmence  and  length  of  my  letter.    Adieu* 

OBSERVATIONS, 

The  limits,  and  the  execution,  of  die  tloxnao  laws,  wert 
pquglly  uncertain  under  moft  of  the  emperors.  From  the 
fime  of  Augustus,  to  the  reign^  of  Ner  va  and  Tr  a  fan, 
juftice  and  all  legal  authority  were  fet  afide,  vice  preuded, 
^nd  virtue  was  depr^fled.  In  the  reign  of  Trajan,  equity 
pmd  uprightnefs  were  aggin  revived.  The  humanity  of  ijiat 
emperor  was  particularly  remarkable  in  redreffing  grievances, 
^d  punilhing  guilt. 

Varenus  petite  ut  evocare  ujies  llceret :  Y'  Varenus 
If  ^e4|  th^t  he  might  have  liberty  to  cite  witneflep/'     All 

f  |\)pk's  OdyfT.  Box*  I,  f.  ^416. 
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tivil  law  courts^  at  this  day,  ufe  citations  tp  c6itipel  witnefJcs 
to  appear.     And  therefore  we  may  explain  this  fentence,  as 
a  petition  from  Varenus,  that  he  might  have  fome  legal 
procefs,  or  fummons,  from  the  judges,  to  compel  the  wit- 
nelles  to  attend,  and  give  their  teftimony,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed by  the  court.    This  method,  at  leaft,  is  agreeable 
to  what  is  pradifed  bv  the  Englifli  laws.     In  the  courts  of 
Wif/iminflgr-hall^  we  nave  fubpoenas  to  ccunpel  the  witnefles 
to  appear  :    and  in  trials  before  the  privy  council,  the  wit- 
nelTes  receive  a  fummons  from  the  clerk  of  the  council* 
which  if  they  difobey,  they  are  liable  to  be  puniihed  ;ic-^ 
Wording  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe.     And  this  was  probably 
the  method  among  the  Romans  ;  otherwife,  it  muft  hav^ 
been  fntitlefi  to  afcertain  a  time  for  producing  witnefles, 
wd  yet  to  allow  no  power  to  compel  thofe  witneifes  to  ap- 
pear.   An  expreffion,  in  the  ninth  epifUe  of  Pliny's  third 
pook,  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion.     The  words  are,  e 
t^tbus  qmdam^  five  iratusy  quod  evoc^tus  ejftt  invitust    &Cp 
*•  One  of 'the  witnefles  came  with  regret,  perhaps  becaufe, 
*'  he  was  fummoned/'    The  t^is  invitusi  in  $ill  probabi- 
lity would  never  have  been  prefent,  had  it  not  been  pencil 
to  Aay  away. 

Pliny,  in  diis  epiftle,  difplays  the  many  advantage^, 
which  a  graceful  oratpr  pofieffes,  over  a  tefs  accpmpli&ed 
Xpeaker  s  and  obferves,  what  impr^ffions  fvch  advantages  are 
apt  to  make  upon  the  judges :  but  adds,  that  whi^n  the  feye- 
ral  arguments  are  reduced  into  writing,  all  4hefe  advan^gos 
are  removed,  and  the  reader  is  left  to  an  unbiafled  judg^ 
ment.  Liber  offmlis^  liber  gratia  caret :  *'  Written  fenti- 
***  mehts  are  equally  indifferent  to  cenfure  or  Avour."  Elo- 
quence ^d  oratory  were  looked  upon  as  fuch  fuperlative 
fctencef  Among  tte  Rofiian%  that  they  were  often  more 
attiended  to,  tA^)>  the  real  merits  of  the  cauie. 

The  diftin^^ion  between  eloquence  and  loquacity  quoted 
froni  Jui-ius  Candidu3,  is  certainly  juft.  The  one  re- 
quired an  eminjcht  degree  of  genius  and  abilities;  nor  was  it 
attainable  without  great  pains  and  art.  The  other  required 
Only- impudencie,  and  ftrength  t3f  lungs.  Many  inftances 
are  daily  to  be  feen  of  the  latter,  but  very  few  of  the 
former. 

^     There  are  fojar  other  epiftl/es  in  Pliny,  -which  relate  to 
"Varen0s  ;  the  fifth  and  the  thirteenth  of  the  fixth  book; 
the  fixth  and  the  tenth  of  tlie  fevQatb  book. . 
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EPISTLE    XXL 
Pliijy  to  Caninius  Rufus,    * 

I  Went  into  the  Julian  court  of  juftice*  to  hear  thofc 
lawyers,  to  whom  I  was  to  make  reply  accord- 
ing to  the  laft  adjournment  of  the  caufc.    llie  judges 
fat,  the  centumviri  came,  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  advocates  :  a  long  filence  enfued  ;  at  laft  a  mrf» 
fenger  arrived  from  the  praetor.    The  centumviri  art 
at  once  difmifled ;  the  day  is  put  off;  all  to  my  great 
joy,  who  am  never  fo  fufficiently  prepared,  as  not  to 
be  glad  of  a  delay.    Nepos  the  praetor,  by  clofely 
adhering  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  occafioned  the  ad* 
joumment.     He   had  publifhed  a  Ihort  edift,  in 
which  he  gave  notice  both  to  the  accufers,  and  the 
accufed,  that  he  would  ftri6tly  put  in  execution  the 
decree  of  fenate.    To  his  edid  he  affixed  the  decree 
itfelf,  by  which  it  was  ordered,   "  that   all  perfons, 
**  who  bad  any  caufe  whatever  to  pleads  Jhould fivear 
before  their  caufe  came  on^  that  they  had  given  no^ 
things  had  promifed  nothings  had  fecured  nothings  to 
**  the  advocate  J  who  was  to  plead  their  caufe.^^    By 
thefe  words,  and  many  others,  the  advocates  are  for- 
bidden to  take  fees,  or  the  parties  to  offer  any.   But, 
when  the  law-fuit  is  ended,  the  parties  are  permitted 
to  give  their  advocates  ten  thoufand  •  nummi,   bift 
no  more.    The  praetor,  who  prefides  over  the  court 
of  centumviri,  being  embarrafled  by  this  decree  of 
Nepos,   toc5k  time  to  deliberate,  whether  he  ihould 
follow  his  example.    His  deliberation  gave  us  a  re* 
fpite,  which  we  did  not  expeft.     In  the  mean  tinrw 
tne  edift  of  Nepos  is  blamed,  or  praifed,  according 
to  men's  different  ways  of  thinking,  throu^out  the 

.*  Equal  to  (en  fefterces :  in  Englifh  money,  80/.  14/.  7^. 
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whole  city.  Many  fay,  "  We  have  a  man^  who  will 
fet  all  things  right.  How  ?  tiave  we  never  had 
awf  praetors  hefore  him  ?  Who  is  this  mighty  re^ 
former  of  the^fublic  manners  ?  Others,  on  the  con* 
trary,  lay,  *'  He  has  done  right  in  beginning  his  ma*  • 
giftracy  in  this  manner :  •  be  has  enforced  the  laws : 
he  has  kept  to  the  letter  of  fenatorial  decrees :  he  has 
akoiyhed  a  mcfi  infamous  commerce  \  and  will  not 
fuffier  the  nobkfi  prof^n  to  be  thus  projlitutedi  and 
•*  become  venal.**  Thefe  are  the  fentiments  of  both 
fides ;  and  which  party  will  prevail,  we  Ihall  fee  by 
the  event.  It  is  certain,  nothing  is  lefs  equitable^ 
yet  more  common,  than  to  fee  honeft,  or  cofrupt 
counfels,  approved  of,  or  condemned,  according  ai^ 
they  fail,  or  profper.  From  hence  it  often  happens^ 
that  the  iame  actions  take  difierent  denominations, 
Ibmetimes  of  zeal^  fbmetimes  of  vanity,  ibmetimes 
of  liberty,  and  fomet^mes  of  madnefs.    Farewell, 

OBSERVATIONS* 

This  epiftle  gives  us  an  iiifight  into  a  very  e^ccellent  law, 
that  ought  to  be  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations  in  the 
world.  And  Pliny  at  the  fame  tinie  glances,  with  ^eat 
difcretion  and  tenderiiefs,  at  that  univerfd  corruption,  \^ich 
in  time  not  only  deftfoyed  th^  eftapird,  but  extirpated  the 
very  name  and  language  of  the  Roman  people. 

befcenderdmth  Juliafh,  BafilicOm :  ••'  *'  I  went  doWn  into 
**  the  court  of  Julia."  iht.Bafilicit  are  explained  to  us 
by  RoslNUS  *.  Erant  BafiHca  ampliffima  it  omatijjima 
adificia^  in  quibus^  nm  fenatotes  motb  delibirare^  vtrum  etiam 
juices  omnis  generis  cdufas  cogfi^cerey  et  dientibus  homines 
periti  de  jure  rej^ondere  Jhlebant :  quandd  hi  vacahant^^ metca^ 
tores  ibidem  et  nummutatii  fua  iraSfabant  negctia.  From 
hence  we  learn,  thit  the  Bajuica  were  beautiful  and  fpacious 
edifices,  adapted  at  once  to  the  courts  of  jufticc,  and  to  « 
mercantile  negotiations.  *•  Vitruvius  tells  us,  that  they 
ought  always  to  be  built  in  the  warmeft  part  of  the  town, 

»  Lib.  9.  cap.  7.  *  Lib.  5.  cap.  i, 
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near  the  foruni,  and  in  fach  a  iituatiort,  as  is  beft  def^tnikiA 
from  ftorms  and  bad  weather.  His  Words  are,  BaJ^carvtn 
loca  adjun^a  foris^  quam  calidijJimU  partibus  oportet  cmt/H-^ 
tuiy  ut  per  byemem  fine  molejiw^tempefiatum  fe  cmferre  in  ta$ 
negotiatores  poffinU  Vossius  obferves,  that  they  were  gene- 
rally built  omong  like  a  fhip,  and  fo  near  the  (hape  of  our 
Chriftian  churches,  that,  in  the  early  ages  of  Chfiftianity, 
churches  were  frequently  raifed  upon  the  old  fottfid^on  of 
the  Bafilica,  By  the  word  difcenderam^  we  may  imagfhe^ 
that  the  court  of  "Julia  was  placed  lower  than  the  othet 
three  courts  of  the  ccntumViri,  all  which  were  appointed  idt 
judging  of  fuch  matters,  as  the  praetor  committed  to  th^ 
decifion.  We  are  told  by  two  lines,  which  fome  attribute 
to  Luc  AN,  others  to  Ovid,  that  a  fpear  was  the  enfign  of 
their  authority,  and  was  erefted  when  the  decemviri  ztid  ceH' 
iumviri  Jilitibus  judicandis  ^  were  fitting  in  judicature. 

Sen  treptdos  ad  jura  decern  eitdt  hnkjta  virorum^ 
Seu  fir  mare  jnlet  centeno  judiu  <eufafn  : 

*'  Thither  the  guilty,  fummon'd  by  the  fpear, 
•*  Enfign  of  pow'r,  before  thofe  courts  appear  : 
*'  Where  caiifes  by  the  leh  great  chiefs  'are  tried, 
**  Or  by  the  nobIcr4iundred  ratified," 

Ceremonies,  that  were  fo  perfectly  eftabliflied,  arid  fo  fre- 
quently put  in  practice,  were  too  notorious  to  be  mentioned 
in  a  letter;  otherwife  Pliny  would  probably  haVe  taken 
notice  of  the  fpear,  which  was  alffi  made  ufe  of  at  kll  public 
and  private  au(SUons,  and  gave  rife  to  the  prove]:b,  fuh  liofia 
vendi. 

All  laws  were  origmally  founded  on  juftice,  wifdom  iani 
candour :  Thev  are  uriftly  adhered  to,  and  k-igordufly  exe- 
cuted, in  the  hrfl:  fettlement  of  ftate.  And  while  fuch  a  due 
obfervance  of  equity  and  uprightnefs  is  maintained,  the  ma- 
giftrates  preferve  their  juft  power,  and  the  people  their  juft 
freedom.  But  time  and  profperity  produce  indolence,  ava- 
rice, and  numberlels  other  evilh,  which  undermine  the  foun- 
dations of  juftice,  and  by  degrees  bring  die  fuperftrufture 
to  the  ground.     In  our  author's  days  the  Roman  govern- 

*  The  deani'uiri  filttihus  judicondis  are  cxpliined  in  the  obferva- 
tions  on  the  zd  epifUe  of  book  6. 

ment 
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ment  was  mouldering  into  decay  ;  and  although  Nepos, 
and  other  particular  perfons,  even  Trajan  himielf,  endea- 
voured to  revive  the  anticnt  virtue,  and  to  recover  the  an- 
tient  conllitution ;  yet  all  thofe  endeavours  were  without 
fuccefs ;  or,  at  molt,  were  only  lightnings  before  death :  for 
corruption,  in  whatever  kingdom  flie  has  an  opportunity  to 
efkiblifh  herfelf,  never  quits  her  fituation,  till,  like  th« 
plague,  Oie  leaves  not  the  traces  of  humanity  behind  her. 
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